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Bleed i the — — will it in the law 2 Lord, and be bolt ” 
meditate on bis law day and night. 

And he ſhall be like a tree, which is planted near the running waters, wvbich 
Hall bring forth its fruit in 2 on. 

And Bis leaf ſhall not fall 0 and all whatſoever be ſpall do, ſhall proſ- 
per, Pſalm i. 1, 2, 3. | 
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PREFACE. 
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Here preſent thee with a ſet of Meditations,” | 
for every day in the year, collected from the. 


Dear RRA DER, 


word of God, and the writings of the Saints, 


and ſervants of God. The ſubjects are digeſted 
in ſuch manner as to take in the whole Chriſtan 
doctrine, with all the myſteries and ſolemnities ce- 4 
lebrated by the church throughout the year, and all. 
the practical leſſons of the Goſpel, The great truths. 
of the Chriſtian religion are here briefly-propoſed;; 
in their own plain native coulours : upon every. 
ſubject there are three conſiderations, which m 
ſerve to entertain the devout Chriſtian for half an 
hour, or longer, according to the time he al- 
lows himſelf for the exercice of daily meditation : 
and every meditation is concluded with pious re- 
ſolutions, which may determine the ſoul to de- 
cline with all her ſtrength for the time to come, 
from all evil, and to dedicate herſelf in good earneſt 
to the love and ſervice of her Maker, by a ſe- 


rious application of all her powers to good, 
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As to che preparatiun, "at ought e e to be 
premiſed; to avoid needleſs repetitions, I have not 
markt it down, at the beginning of each medi- 
tation, but muſt here put thee in mind, once 
for all, that thou muſt ever begin this exercice, 
by the faith and remembrance of the preſence of 


God; and by humbly imploring his light, grace, 


and aſſiſtance. Thou muſt alſo obferve, that theſe 


conſiderations are not deſigned to be a matter 
of barren ſtudy, or ſpeculation of the brain z but 
to be che ſeeds of pious affections in the thy; 
which affections are lookt upon by ſpiritual 
writers as the principal part of mental prayer ; ? 
as tending directly to bring the ſoul to her God, 
and to unite her to him, by divine love. I bare 
not ſet down, upon each ſubject, all che various 
affections, that might be drawn from every con- 
ſideration; a8 well becauſe this would have been 
au endleſs work, and liable to frequent repeti- 
tions; as becauſe theſe affections are _ 
taught, by a better maſter, viz. the Spirit of 
605 to all ſuch as diligently frequent his ſchool, 
which, he bolds, i in the interiour of thoſe ſouls, 
that 1 exercite themſelves in mental 
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HowE VER, as it may be of fore. help: to many, 
Fg to beginners, I ſhall here point out the 
different kinds of affections, which may be ex- 
ElteU" it the Toul; according to the different ſub- 
Jets df: her meditations, and the degrees of her 
Lo arms irak life: guck ate, . Aci of 
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PREPARE i 
4 lively 41th of the divine truths, ſet before 
the” ſoul in the conſiderations; Ad” & bowing 
down of all the powets of the ſoul to adotrethe - 
ſovereign Truth, that is thus pleafed to reveat 
himſelf to little ones. 2. Acts of fear of the 
judgments of God; of his wrath enkindled 
againſt impenitent ſinners ; and of all the dreadfut 
conſequerices of ſin, and the puniſliments inſficted 
upon it, bydivine juſtice, both in this world, and im 
the world to come. 3. Acts of hope, and confidenes 
in the power, mercy, and goodneſs of God, 
repreſented in the meditation; in the fidelity of 
his divine promiſes, made in favour of penitent 
ſinners ; and in the inexhauſtible treaſufes of 
merit ind grace, purchaſed for us all, by the la- 
bours, ſweat and blood of the Son of God! 
4. Acts of the lebe of God, from the conſide- 
ration of the goodnefs of God in himſelf,” of af 
his divine attributes, beauty and perfections; of 
his eternal love for us, and of all his benefits to 
u; and of the paſſion and death of his'Son, "for 
the love of 83 Acts of ſhame and confuſion 
for, our. manifold ſits, againſt his infinite Soca 
veſt ; 3, and. for our baſe ingratitüde, by which Ve 
have returned fo much evil, for ſo much good, | 
6. Acts of repentance and contrition for our fins; - 
and of an humble accuſation, of them all, at the 
feet of Chit of a horrour and hatred for. them; 
g been. ſo 
bete, and-ickeds with earneſt; ſupplicatigns. for 
mereys lot hat is paſt 3 and, an.gFcrivg of gur- 
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37+ Acta of aderation of the diving majeſty 3 of | 
Maiſe, and thankſgiving to him, for, all. bis, beng- 
fits 3 ofꝰ ivitation of all the Angels and Saints, 
— of all his works to glorify him 3 and of an 
lation of our whole being, and of all that we 
have, to bis glory. 8. Acts of jay in bim, and ef 
cengratulation with bim, that he is, what he is; 
of aea! for the greater glory of his name, for 
the advancement of his kingdom, and the ex- 
ecuting of his will; of deſire that all the world 
may be converted to him; and chat all may 
| know him, love him, and ſerve him. 9. Acts of 
humility, and contempt of ourſelyes ; of embracin 
the croſs, and. of reſignation , to God' 8 blei- 
fed will in all things; 3 and of a total "Jedication 
and conſecration of ourſelves to be the ſervants 
of his divine love. 10, Acts of defi re to imitate 
the virtues. of our dear Redeemer, of his bleſ- 
ſed Mother, and of all the Saints, to attend to 
his heavenly leſſons; to imprint them deeply 
in our hearts; and to ſigh continually after him. 
11. Acts of compaſſion on for our Lord in his ſuf- 
ferings; with a great ſenſe, of what he bas en- 
dured for us; and of all the outrages, that. are 
daily offered him by wilful, ſinners, 12. Ads of 
a general flight, and abhorrence of all evil; 
and, reſolutions to embrace and follow all 
Chriſtian virtues. Laſtly, fervent, petitions, and 
prayers; for the divine grace and eee 
A en von & eden $856! qs 211 on 
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+ TeibiaraffuRions may alſo be exereiſed in the 
55 of tollogitits with our Lord, or with His Saints, 
according to the exigence of the ſubfect; fof 
times treating with him, as with a parent; dr 
times as with a friend, or a ſpouſe: other times 
18 with our phyſician,” repreſenting to him l 
the maladies of our ſoul; at other times caſtihg | 
'burſelves' at his feet, like Magdalene, making 
E general confeſſion of all our ſins to him, as 
to bur high-prieſt, and the true paſtor of our 


ſouls, &c, Ever repreſenting him as near us; 


or rather as within us, and in the very center of 
our being; and treating with him, as we would 


do, if we ſaw him viſibly preſent with vs: and 


ever concluding our addreſſes to him, with an 
oblation of our wholeſelves t to him, to Execute. 
all his wills, e Hi WD bl Dos : 


* to the neceſſity of this wy cies of 
meditation, and the great advantages of the daily 
practice of it; I ſhall refer thee to what thou 
ſhalt find below, under the heads of conſideration, 
and mental Prayer: and I ſhall ofily add bere, 
that a diligence, i in this exercice, is the great means 
to bring all good to the foul ; and to conduct Her 
ſafe to her Sovereign Good. The devil, *\vho- 
very well knows that ſuch ſouls, as apply thenf- 
ſelves ſeriouſly to mental prayer, will be none of 
his, makes all poſfibfec efforts to divert Ohtiſtiarls 
from this application, by a thoufand impoftates; and 
to frighten _ with phantoms of 1 
n n diffi- 
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difficy}ties ;. but this very oppoſition, of his ought, 
to convince us of the great importance of this 
exercice; 3 and to make us more eager to purſug 
it, in ſpite of all his lyes and deceits.., He pre- 
tends, the practice of mental prayer is not for. all, 
but only for ſuch as live in convents or colleges; 
that it requires wit and learning; and that the 
exercice of it is very difficult, Sc. But all this, 
is nothing but a deluſion, tis all impoſition and 
lies. Mental prayer, by the way of meditation, 
ig. very eaſy, even to the meaneſt capacities; it 
requires nothing but a. good will, and a ſincere 
deſire, of converſing with God, by thinking of 
him, and loving him. In effect, the great buſineſs 
of mental prayer is thinting and ling: and: 
ho is there that can even live without thinking: 
and loving? But then in mental prayer, the 
thinking and loving is not confined to ſuch narrow 
limits, or mean objects, as the thoughts and 
affections: of - worldlings are, which lie always 
groveling upon the earth: but it has an immenſe 
field; opened for it's entertainment, of great and; 
everlaſting triths,” and ſuch as are both highly 
moving, and of infinite importance to us all 
and of great and eternal goods, ery > e the 
way to-make them n o Wm. 

ai 218 bn | 149 » 
As to Ge dice Rt oma prayer, 
form the importunity of diſtractions, and the- dric 
Neis and indevotion, that many find therein ti 
mut be Allowed, that in order to make any pro- 
gruſe in this exereiee, the Chriſtian muſt do his 


51639 part, 


— 
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ban, ir reme xung the occaſions of theſe di radios | 
"we by maintaining a purity of Conſcience a3 
by retrenching all inordinate affections to crea- 
tures,” — where the treaſure is, there the heart 
and thow#ht will be;) and by reſtraining the mind, 
at other times, from idle and impertinent amuſe- 
ments, and from that continual diffipation '6f 
thought, in which too many Chriſtians paſs their 
days. But then, for our comfort, where we en- 
deavour to follow theſe rules; the involuntary 
diſtractions, or drineſs, which we find in prayer, 
will not be imputed to us; nor hinder our 
prayer from being acceptable to God; and though 
leſs pleaſant, highly advantageous to ourſelves. And 
what matter is it, whether we pleaſe ourſelves or 
no, provided we pleaſe our God, and do his will? 
This we may aſſure ourſelves of, that if we con- 
tinue faithfull in attending, as it were, daily upon 
him, by this exercice of mental prayer, in ſpite 
of all this drineſs, and oppoſition of the devil, 
and of our own weakneſs and corruption, we 
ſhall not ſail of coming, ſooner or later, to taſte 
of the excellent fruits, ha. ever . upon this 
n „n. p : ; t ; ee 


4 mal add no more, n way of * os 
only beg of thee, reſolutely to undertake, and 
conſtantly to perſevete, in this heavenly exexcice 
of mental prayer, in ſpite of the world, the fleſh; 
and the devil. What thou art ſeeking: alter is a 
treaſure of infinite value: if it coſts. thee ſome 
A in digging for it, it will abundantly recom- 
Jo! penſe 
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penſe all thy labour. This exercice is the true 


| Chriſtian philoſophy, conliſting in the ſearch, and 
| love of true wiſdom; even that wildom, Which 
| is ſo much extolled by the Spirit of God, oly 
writ; and which comes down from , and 
carries us . to — This i is the pegs 7 the 
1 
. A 
| + KA + 
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# January k. 
On iv: Yr ar? $-Day.. 


CN SIDER firſt; that on this day, we keep the 
octave of the birth of Chriſt, together with the 
feſtivity of his circumciſion; when being yet but eight 
days old, he began to ſhed his ſacred blood, in obedience 
to his Father's will; ſubjecting himſelf to that moſt 
painful, and moſt humbling ceremony, and bearing there- 
in the reſemblance of a criminal, as if he, like the reſt, 
had ſtood in need of the circumciſing knife for the expi- 
ation of fin, Chriſtians learn here from your infant Sa- 
viour, the leſſons he defires to teach you in his circum- 
ciſion: his unparallelled humility, his perfect obedienee 
and conformity to his Father's will, his patience in ſuf- 
fering,.and his ardent love and charity for us. He came 
to diſcharge the immenſe debt we owed by our ſins to 
his Father's juſtice, by ſhedding the laſt drop of his blood 
in expiation for them ; and behold he has here given us 
an earneſt of this payment, by — himſelf this day 
to the knife of circuimciſion. 

Conſider adly, and ſet before your eyeathiox diving infant, 
this innocent lamb of God, this beloyed of your ſouls, 
beautiful beyond the children of men, all embrued in his 
own moſt ſacred blood; and ſuffering in that tender age 


the cruel mart of a moſt ſenſible wound, O how ſenſi e 


2 MzDrTATIONs for: 
indeed to him | O how ſenſible to the loving heart of his 


bleſſed Virgin Mother! See with what affectton ſhe em- 


braces'him | 1 See with what anguiſh of heart ſhe bewails 
his ſufferings! See with what tender compaſſion ſhe 
ſtrives to afford him all the comfort ſhe is able! Learn of 
her the like - affections of love and compaſſion for your 
ſuffering Lord. O my ſoul, embrace with her thy in- 
fant Saviour, bleeding For thee. A bloody ſpouſe art theu 
to me, ſaid Sephora to Moſes, Exodus iv. 25. when to de- 
liver him from the hand of the Angel that threatened him 
with death, ſhe touched his feet with the blood of ber 
child, whom ſhe had juſt then circumciſed. O how 
truly is our dear Redeemer a ſponſus ſanguinum, a bloody 
ſpouſe to our ſouls, for whom he gives now theſe 
fruits of his blood, and for whom he will one day give all 
his blood, to reſcue us from_the hand. of the: deſtroying 
angel | G bleſſed be his divine charity for ever | 

- Conſider 3 os that tis the duty. of all Chriſtians to 
imitate our Lord's eircumciſion, by a ſpiritual circumciſung 


of the heart: which God ſo oſten calls for in the ſcri- 


ptures; and always preferred before: the carnal circum- 


eiſion. This ſpiritual eircumciſion requires of us a cut- 


ting off, or retrenching, all diſorderly affections to the 
world and its pomps; to the mammon of iniquity, and 
to the fleſh and its luſts; and a ſerious application of our 
ſouls to a daily mertification of our paſſions. and corrupt 
inclinations : my ſoul, let us heartily embrace, e 
put in practice, this circumciſion of the heartrt. 
Conelude to make a return of thy heart to th infant 
Saviour, who began on this day to ſned his far 
thee: but ſee it be a heart — a ſpiritual circum- 
| ow uin as are e pr r 
bal. 
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On beginning o new life with the new Neur. , 


| Cee „how many years of your Riaane 


nov paſt and gone: ho long it is ſinse you ſiſt came 
to the 180 of good e 
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you have ſpent all this precibus time, given you for no 
other end but that you might employ it in the love. and 
ſervice of your God; and in ſecuting the ſalvation of 
your immortal ſouls.” Alas] have any of theſe paſt 
years been ſpent in fuch.a manner as to anſwer this great 
end? Is not that one and only buſineſs for which you 
came into this world ſtill to be begun? Have not all theſe 
years, which one after another have flowed away into the 
gulph of eternity, been utterly loſt to your ſouls ? It is 
well if they have not: conſidering how ſoon the greateſt 
part of Chriſtians, after their coming to the uſe of reaſon, 
fall from thegraceof their baptiſm; ho quicklythey give 
themſelves up to follow the bent of their corrupt inclina- 
tions and paffions : and in what a forgetfulneſs of God 
they generally paſs their days. Ah] my ſoul, what a ſad 
thing would it be, if, during all theſe years, thou haſt hi- 
therto lived, inſtead of ſtoring up proviſions for a happy 
eternity, thou haſt been only tren ſuring up fo thyſelf wrath, 
agu in the day f rah oo . 
Conſider adly, the preſent ſtate and condition of your 
conſcience. What is your life at preſent ? How ſtand. 
accounts between your ſoul and God? What would you 
think, if this day you were to be called to the bar of di- 
vine juſtice ? Should you not earneſtly deſire a delay ? 
Alas how fe live in the manner in which they would 
be glad to be found, when death ſhall overtake them. 
And yet they are not ignorant, that death generally comes 
when leaſt expected ; and that generally Peaking as men 
live, ſo they die. Ah! my foul, deceive not thyſelf, nor 
ſuffer thyſelf to be impoſed upon by the enemy. Thy 
time in all appearance will be much ſhorter than thou: 
art willing to think : this very year perhaps may be thy 
laſt : it will certainly be fo to many — who ex- 
pect it as little as thyſelf. Set then thy houſe in order 
now: begin this very day to rectify the whole ſtate of thy 
interiour: and live hence- forward as thou deſireſt to die. 
* cannot be too great a ſecurity where eternity is at 
Conſider ydly, that the mercy of God has borne with 
you for fo many years — all the 
DT $2 2 


prova- 
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provocations of your repeated crimes, and perpetual in- 
gratitude, has brought you now to the beginning of this 

new year, out of a ſincere deſire, that now at leaſt you 
might begin a new life, and ſuch a life as might ſecure 

to your ſouls that true life which never ends. You have 
been, alas ! like the barren figtree, planted in his vineyard, 
which - hitherto has brought forth nothing but leaves: 


but ſee, he is willing to try you once more, in hopes of | 
your doing better, for the future, and to manure you a 
little while longer with his word, his graces, and his ſa- 


craments. But O take care to diſappoint him no more, 
by refuſing him the fruits he expects of a thorough a- 


mendment of life: leſt he paſs an irrevocable ſentence, 
for the barren tree to be cut down, and caſt into the 


fire. 5 


Conclude to begin from this very hour, to turn away | 
from ſin; and to dedicate yourſelves hence-forward in 
Zood earneſt to the love and ſervice of your God. Alas! 
how few Chriſtians ſeem to be truly in earneſt in this 


greateſt of all concerns, where their all is at ſtake fo 
eternity. | = 134; N 


January 3. e r 
On the rules of a new life. 


CONSIDER fut, thatin the epiſtle which is read 
don New-Year's-Day, Titus ii. 11 --- 15. the Apo- 
ſtle has in a few words declared to us the rules we are to 


follow in our lives, in conſequence. of the Son of God's 
coming amongſt us: viz, what we are, to. renounce; 
what we are to practiſe; what we are to look for; and 
what we are to tend to. The grace of God aur Sauiaun, 
faith he, hath appeared to all men: inſlructing us, thai 
denying ungodlineſ and worldly deſires, zwe ſhould lius ſo- 
berly, and juſtly and godly in this world ; looking er that 
Beſſed hope, and the coming of the glory of that great Gig. 
and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, who gave himſelf. for as, 
that he might redeem us from all-iniquity, and th 

cleanſe to himſelſ a people aceeptable, à punſuer of, £9 
As EU | ASA. 
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works, O how many great leſſons are here contained; in 
a few words Let us reflect on them one after another: 
. Conſider therefore, a2dly, the end for which aur God and 
Saviour came down amongſt us, by the myſtery of his In- 
carnation ; enlightened us by his Goſpel and by his life; 
and at length offered himſelf in ſacrifice for us, by his 
death upon the croſs. He gave himſelf for us, ſaith the 
Apoſtle, that he might redeem us from all iniquity : by 
ſetting us at liberty from being ſlaves to Satan, ſin, and 
hell: by breaking in ſunder all the chains of our vices 
and paſſions ;' and by purchaſing all mercy, grace and 
ſalvation for us; to the end that, by the virtue of his pre- 
cious blood, he might cleanſe us for himfelf; and make us 
"an acceptable people, (a choſen generation, @ kingly prieft- 
hoed, a holy nation, 1 Peter ii. 9.) a zealous urſuer of: all 
good works See Chriſtians what kind of men we ought 
to be, in conſequence of what the Son of God has done 
for us, in coming down from heaven for us, and laying 
down his life for us. O let us never more degenerate by 
leading lives unworthy of him] Let us never more re- 
turn to our former ſlavery. 47 12412389 
Conſider 3dly, that being purchaſed by the Son of 
God with ſo great a price, we are to conſider ourſelves 
hence-forward as his property ; and therefore we muſt 
not pretend to diſpoſe of ourſelves, any otherwiſe than 
according to his will and pleaſure. This ought to be 
our rule in all we do; this we ought to conſult in all our 
deliberations ; this holy will of him that has bought us 
with his own blood ſhould be in every thing a law to us; 
ſo as ever to renounce all that we know to be diſpleaſing 
to him; and ever to purſue with all our ſtrength, what 
we know to be agreeable to him. You are nat your awn : 
you are bought with a great price, ſays the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 
vi. 19, 20 Glerify, and bear God in your body. 
Conelude to take in practice for the rule of your life, this 
vol will of yourRedeemer, according to the whole extent 
of the Apoſtle's expoſition and declaration of the Chriſti- 
an's rule, Titus ii. 11. Cc. and you wilt be religious men 
indeed, of that excellent order which Jeſus Chriſt came 


frum heaven to inftitute; and you will be- with him for 
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On what we are to renounce by theChriſtian's rule.” 
NYONSIDER firſt, that in conſequence of our re- 
9 demption through Jeſus Chriſt, we are bound by 
the tenour of our rule above rehearſed, to deny, that is 
to renounce, all ungodlineſs, and worldly deſires, and to be 
cleand from all iniquity: we are to turn away from all 
evil; but more eſpecially from the evils here named: 
the firſt of which is zngodlineſs ; which is uſually the firſt 
crime we, commit, and the ſource of all the reſt. For 
by un gollineſs we underſtand, either the giving away from 
Od what belongs to him, or the refuſing him the ſervice, | 
and love which we owe him. Now here the ſinner uſu- 
ally begins his revolt. He is indiſpenſibly obliged to de- 
dicate himſelf to God from his firſt coming to the uſe of 
reaſon, inſtead of which, like the apoſtate angels, he 
turns himſelf away from him, he refuſes him his heart, 
ich he ſo juſtly claims, and gives it away to empty 
toys and lying follies. This is ungodiineft ; this is a kind 
of idolatry, in preferring the creature before the Creator; 
this is the ſource of innumerable evils ; this is the yery 
bane of the world. O let us renounce it, and deteſt it ! 
* Conſider 2dly, what thoſe baits are which Satan uſu- 
ally employs to draw us away from God; for no man 
ever chooſes to ſerve the devil for his own ſake, or for 
any love he has for him : but the tempter ſets before us 
the deceitful appearances of ſome worldly honour, profit, 
or pleaſure ; and with theſe he allures deluded mortals to 
his ſervice* theſe are the gilded pills with which hePot- 


ſons the ſoul : ;thefe are his treacherous baits which hide 


the hook, with which he draws. millions into hell.“ 
Therefore the Chriſtian's rule requires that, together with 
wngedlineſs, he ſhould alſo deny all worldly deſires; that 
is, All affections to thoſe worldly, toys, and cheating vani- 
ties; as the moſt. efftctual means of diſarming Satan, and 
hindering him from having any hold at all of us. For, 
when, ws deſpiſe. all that he can offer, and even fly and. 


gi abhor : 


j every Day in the Naar.“ 7 
abhor his choiceſt allurements, he ſtands confounded, 
and can do no more. WW | 

Conſider 3dly, that theſe worldly luſis and deſires, 
which the Chriſtian muſt renounce, are, in particular, 
thoſe of which the beloved diſciple writes, x John ii. 1 
16. Love not the world, nor the things that are in th 
world. Tf any man love the world, the charity 2. 
ther (the Tove of God) is not in him 1 all that is in 
| the world, is the concupiſcence of the fleſh, and the concu- 
all Diſcence of the eyes, and the pride of life. Tis on account 

ot this triple concupiſcence, which reigns in all places, that 
brſt I the whole world, as the ſame Apoſtle tells us (chap.v. 19.) 


For. | 2 in wickedneſs : ſo that if we deſire to belong ta 
om, il Chiift in good earneſt, and to profeſs ourſelves religious 
under his rule. we muſt declare a perpetual war againſt 
fur, this triple concupiſcence, and its abettors, viz. the World, 
de-. and our corrupt nature: and then we may deſpiſe all the 
of devils in hell. Ves, Chriſtians, renounce but theſe three 
he. capital enemies of your ſouls, viz. the love of ſenſual 
ut. pleaſures, the love of gratifying the covetous xs with 
4 worldly toys, and the love of worldly honour an windy. 


nd pride; and you ſhall be clean from all iniquity. 


Es | . Conclude to be ever zealous obſervers of your rule, by 
TY denying ungodlineſs, and worldly defires : and turn your 
£ 4 hearts to ſeek your happineſs in other kinds of honours, 
Un. riches and pleaſures ; which the world cannot give, and 
2, WM which may ftay with you for ever. | * 
5 * | | 3 

| | rn. 
us 
it, | 7 anuary 8. 
3 os bat lives we are to lead by the Chriſtian's rule... 
ies | NONSIDER firſt, that by our rule above-re- 
1 hearſed, we are not only to decline from all evil, 
n in conſequence of our God and Saviour's 3 amongſt 
at. us, but we are alſo to do good: we are not only to deny 
i= SW :20dlinefs, and worldly deſires; but alſo to live ſeberly, 


d ah, and godly in this world that we may walx 
br. worthy of him, who has given himſelf for us, not only. 
& * that he might redeem us from all iniquity ; but alſo that he 
* INYE * FOO ER 1 + might 
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might cleanſe us for himſelf, and make us an acceptable 
people, a — e — The Chriſtian's duty, 
by his rule of life, has three branches: one of them re- 
hates to the regulating of himſelf; another regards bit 
— „but the third, and chiefeſt of all, relates to 
his God. All theſe we comply with, if we live ſoberly, 
an juſtly, and godly : becauſe by living ſoberly, we keep 
ourſelves in perfect order: by living iy, we behave 
ourſelves to our neighbours in all things, as we ought; 
and by living godly, we dedicate our whole lives to God. 
Conſider 2dly,the great extent of theſe three branches of 
the Chriſtian's duty; and how much this ſobriety, this 
Juſtice, and this godlineſs requires of us. Chriſtian. fe- 
brizty does not only exclude intemperance in eating and 
drinking, but alſo all other exceſſes and diſorders, that 
may any ways carry us out of the. bounds of ſtrict regu- 


. tarity : ſo that to be truly ſober, we muſt. reſtrain: pride 


by humility, anger by meekneſs, luſt by purity, and all 
the-irregular motions of our paſſions and diforderly in- 
Clinations, by ſuch a general temperance and modera- 
tion, as may maintain the whole man in a due deco- 
rum, both as to ſoul and body. And thisChriſtian ſobriety, 
keeps us, as to ourſelves, in perfect order, harmony, and 
peace. Chriſtian ju/tice regulates our whole conduct as to 
our neighbours, by that golden rule of doing as we would be 
done by: and, in conſequence of this, excludes every thought, 
every judgment, or cenſure, every word or diſcourſe, eve* 
y action, or dealing, that may any ways tend to his pre- 

judice or diſadvantage, and by this means, as much as 
lies in us, we maintain due order, harmony, and peace 
with all our neighbours. And laſtly, true godlineſs makes 
us ſeek God in all things, and above all things; and con- 
ſecrates all our powers and faculties to his Tove and ſer- 
vice; by the means of recollection, meditation, and con- 
tinual prayer; and thus we maintain a perpetual peace 
with God. So that the complying with theſe three branches 
of our duty, makes us truly wiſe, and truly perfe&}. and 
eſtabliſhes the peace of God in dur ſousss. 
„Conſider 30 y, that, according to the words of the 

Apoſtle in che place above quoted, Whillt we labour 
? . to 
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to comply with the excellent rule of Chriſt our Lord 
by living ſoberly, juſtly, and godly in this world; we 
muſt not confine our views to the narrow limits of this 
ſhort life here below; but we muſt be ever looking for- 
ward towards the great object of the Chriſtian's hope, 
v1, the bleſſed and glorious coming of our God and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, when he ſhall come to accompliſh 
the great work he has begun in us, and to take us 
home with him, both in ſoul and body, to our true 
country; and there make us his eternal kingdom. O 
how happy are thoſe ſouls that are always aſpiring. af- 
ter this coming of their Lord; and bewailing in 
the mean time the long continuance of their baniſhment 
wary and their great diſtance from him, in this foreign 

Conclude to begin at leaſt now, with this new year, 
to enter upon the true paths of life, by a general a- 
briety, juſtice and godlineſs; and to ſtrive to advance 
daily, by large ſteps, in this happy way, which leads to 
that life, which never ends. | enen 


111 


January 6. 


On the EPIPTHAx Tx. 


Ge firſt, that this day is kept by the 
church of God, with great ſolemnity, as one of 
the principal feſtivals of the year; and is called the 
Epiphany, that is to ſay, the apparition or manifeſtation 
of our Lord: becauſe. on this day, he was firſt made 
known to the Gentiles, viz. to the wiſemen of the Eaſt; 
who were conducted to him, by the apparition of an 
extraordinary ſtar, and inſpired to pay their early hom- 
age and worſhip to him. O how juſt it is that We 
ſhould all celebrate with a grateful devotion, this Gy 
of our firſt calling to the knowledge, and faith of Chriſt; 
this Chriſtmaſs day of the Gentiles! O my ſoul, how 
great is this benefit of thy vocation to the true Chriſtian 
faith | what would all other favours; or advantages ei- 


ther of nature, or of grace have availed thee, if thy hay 


r 
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been wanting? howy miſerable muſt thou have been, 
both for time and eternity, if, like millions of others, 
thou hadſt been leſt to fit in darkneſs, and in the ſhadow | 
of death ! O blefs him then both now and for ever, who | 
without any deſert on thy part, has brought thee to his 
admirable light ! | | "oP 
Conſider 2dly, the wonderful ways of divine Pro- 
vidence; as well in preparing beforehand both the Jews 
and Gentiles, to expect about that time the coming of 
the great Meſſiah; as in giving an early notice of his 
birth both to the Jews and the Gentiles : to the Jews 
by an Angel ſent to the ſhepherds ; to the Gentiles by | 
the ſtar, that appeared to the wiſemen of the eaſt, But 
alas | how few either of the one, or the other, duly | 
correſponded with this great call! and is not this the 
caſe of millions to this day, who tho* many ways cal- | 
led and invited by, and to, that light which enlighten- 
eth every man that cometh into this world, wy i. chooſe i 
rather to remain in the darkneſs of infidelity, error, or 
vice; than to follow the conduct of that ſtar, that 
would bring them to the true light? O how clearly 
ſhall we ſee one day, that there was nothing wantin 
on the part of divine Providence to bring us all to 
himſelf, but that we have been generally ſo unhappy, 
as to be wanting in our correſpondence with his lights 
and calls! TS) C200 £27 chen 
Conſidey 3dly, that this ſtar, which gave notice of 
the birth of our Saviour, was ſeen by alf the nations of 
the Eaſy but that the generality contented themſelves 
with gazing upon it, without taking any pains to ſerk 


him, whom that ftar preached unto them: whilſt the 


miemen, following this divine call, ſet out without de- 
lay, in queſt of this new-born king: in conſequence 6f 
which, theſe were happily brought to Chriſt, and to Ns 
admirable light; whilft thoſe others remained in dark- 
neſs, and died in their infidelity. - See my ſouF the dif- 
ference between a ready compliance with the inſpirations 
and graces of God, and the negle& of theſe heaven! 
calls: a difference, which, as it produces here the di 
tinction of the ſaint, and the ſinner; ſo will terminate 
rl here- 
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reafter in a happy eternity, for ſuch as follow God 
nd his calls; and a miſerable eternity far ſuch as'r | 
hem. Ah ſinners dread the conſequences of g 
he calls of heaven! God will not be mockec. 
Conclude to be ever attentive to all thoſe gracious 
ights and inſpirations, by which you are invited to leava 


Pro- Ihe ways of iniquity, and to come and follow Chriſt. 

Jews las! how many of theſe ſtars have you hitherto ne- 

1g of M lected? Ariſe now at leaſt, and ſet out by the guidance 

f his pf this divine light, that you may make the belk of your 

Jews ay home, from thoſe huſks of ſwine to your Father's 

2s by WHouſe. It is not yet too late. | th 
But | 


dul 

6 il | | January 7. £ 
on On the Wiſemen's journey to Bethlehem. _ 
,ooſe ONSIDER firſt, that the wiſemen, Were no 
„or {ooner informed by the apparition of this extraor- 
that inary ſtar, of the birth of the great king that was ta 
-arly ule. the world; but they ſet out to ſeek him in Judea 
an here they underſtood, by an ancient tradition, and by 


2 propheſy of Balaam, Numb. xxiv. 17, that he that 
was denoted by that ſtar ſhould be born. And as it was 


150 natural for them to expect to hear news of him in Je- 
Sits, uſalem, the capital city of Judea; they went thither to 
e sf We nquire after him: where is he, ſay they, Matt. ii. 2, 
s f bat is born king of the eus? For we. have ſeen his ftar 
lves the eaſt, and are come to adore him, But as his king> 
AY am was not of. this world; but was to be eſtabliſhed, 
che pon other kind of foundations, than any mortal em- 
d ire, in the immortal fouls of his people; and that up- 
f Wn the ruins of worldly pride, and of all the pomps of 
24 Patan; he choſe for his birth the humble ſtable of Beth: 
Fk. ehem, before any of the ſtately palaces of Jeruſalem z.as 
dif. eing more agreeable to his kingdom, the kingdom of 
ons umility and truth. O how happy are thoſe., ſouls 
wo hoſe eyes are always open to this heavenly truth, and 
wet ut to wordly. vanity and lies! how happy. they, Who 
Tate 


by conforming in practice to thefe maxims of this great 


#4 L ing; 
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114 king; become themſelves his kingdom; event = 10 
1 in which he ſhall reign for ever! | con 
1 Conſider a2dly, how king Herod was ereublod;i at Win i: 
hearing. of the birth of this new king, and fo was all | and 
Jeruſalem with him: in which they were a figure of all | you 
fuch ſouls as are fo wedded to this cheating world, and | 
its luſts, as to be more afraid of parting with them, | =. 
than of lofing an eternal kingdom : and therefore they are ; 8 
troubled and diſturbed, when they are ſummoned bj 
_ meſſengers of heaven to ariſe, and leave theſe toys, 
to go and ſeek after Chriſt: and they even ſtrive tq ; 
Rifle the heavenly infant, that would gladly be born | 
| in their ſouls; by ſmothering thoſe lights and graces 
1 that offer to conduct them to him. O how much more | 
happy were the diſpoſitions of the wiſe men, who were 
willing at any rate to find Ghriſt; and who gladly 
ſought and embraced the directions of thoſe that by 
their office were qualified to point him out to them? 
111 But alas ! how miſerable were thoſe prieſts and ſcribes, | 
| | | ho whilſt they directed the wiſemen to our Saviour; 


"EM 


>" PCT 24.” 


took no pains to ſeck him um ee my ſoul; | 
"ths never be thy caſe. nn 
Conſider 3dly, how the wiſenien, in their way Fromm 
geruſalem to Bethlehem, were again favoured with the 
5 ht of the ſtar; which both conducted them to Bethe 
lehem, and pointed out to them the place where "our 
Saviour was. This heavenly light filled theif hearts 
with exceeding great joy; and going in, they found m 
whom their ſouls defired, and they paid their homage 
to him. O how precious, how lovely, how defirable 
is that light, that conducts the ſoul to Chriſt! O what 
joy, what delight it is to the foul to ſee herſelf"dfaiv | 
near to her God, her | ſovereign good but then the 
heavenly manna is not uſually given, but to the that 
night, and that conquer all the labours, difficulties and 
oppoſitions, that they meet with in the way to Qhrift 
and who, _ the wiſemen, are quite in earneſt — 
ing him. Happy they that follow this exam 
Happy they — and ſee, how ee Bord 48 
ze lern that ledk, and dad fü 4 42 A on; e 
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Conqlude to imitate the wiſemen, ſirſt, in their ready 
compliance with the divine call; 2dly in their diligenee 


in inquiring after Chriſt : and 3dly, in their perſeverance ; 
and then you may confidently expect, like nl to find 
_ er and to rejoice in him. 


January 8. eh "; 
On the faith and offerings of FY wiſe, 5 


. 


"0 (CONSIDER firſt the ſtrong and lively faith of the 


wiſemen : they ſet out with expectation of finding 
an infant king, attended with that ſtate and pomp, which 
was ſuitable with the dignity of one that was born to be 
monarch, of the univerfe : and behold inſtead of * 
they meet with nothing but poverty and humility; 
babe wrapt in ſwadling cloaths, and laid in a —— ö 
attended only with a poor maid, and an humble tradeſ- 
man; an ox and an aſs. But their faith by this time 
was more fully inſtructed in the qualities of him, whom 
they had —— ſeeking for with ſo much labour: and 
therefore they were not ſhocked with thoſe mean ap- 
pearances; nor looked upon them with a worldly eye; 
but under this poor and humble equipage, believed and 
adored their king, their God, and their Saviour. O 
how happy are thoſe ſouls whoſe faith takes no ſcandal 
either at the erib, or the croſs of Chriſt, 3 
them ſo much the more cloſely to him, by how | 
the more he has debaſed himſelf | for- the — of them 
Conſider 2dly, how the wiſemen having found our 
Lord, immediately fell down proſtrate. before him, 
and worſhipped him; proſeſſing g's this humble and 
ſubmiſſive poſture of the body, the profound reverence 
and 2doxation of their ſouls. Do we imitate them by 
— like, humility, reverence, and adoration when 
we appear before the ſame Lord in prayer ? After 
this hemage, ey opened their ſtores; and made 
him their ? of. gold; frankincenſe; and myrrh-z 
to y bythe quality of theſe. their giſts, #44 
faith in him, to whom e them: — 
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him with their gold, as a tribute due to him, as their 
king: they offered him their frankincenſe, (which 
was uſed in the divine worſhip) as to their God, 
and they gave him their myrrh, (which was uſed 
in the burial of the dead) as to a mortal man, w-Wooo 
came to redeem all mankind by his death. O let us, 
by their example, daily offer him our beſt homages, in 
all theſe qualities, as our king, as aur God, and as 
our Redeemer | 

Conſider 3dly, that the wiſemen 3 found Chriſt, 


were admoniſhed from heaven not to return any more ⁵⁶ 


to Herod ; and ſo went back another way to their own Þ 
country: to teach us, that after finding Chriſt, we 
muſt return no more to his, and our enemies, Satan and 


ſin ; but muſt make the beſt of our way to our true 3 


country, by a quite different road from that by which 
we came away from it. Our true country is Paradiſe: 
we came away from this our country, by pride, by diſ- J 
obedience, by the love of theſe vifible things, and by 
oratifyin £ our ſenſual appetite with the forbidden fruit. 
We: muſt take quite another road, if we hope to return 
thither again: it mult be by penitential tears, by hu- 
mility, by deſpiſing theſe viſible things, by reſtraining our 
ſenſual appetite, by wholeſome mortifications of the fleſh, 
and other ſelfdenials, and by a conſtant ebedience, that g 
we are to find the way back to our true home. f 

Conclude to quit the broad road, of gratifying thy 
raiſfions and ſenſual pleaſures; and to paſs over to the 
narrow way of penance and ſelfdenial; and thou ſhalt 
be brought ſafely back to * N ecunty, aum to TY 


Father $ A! 111 
Fall 9. 


of the offerings doe are to mate, by the example of 
be wiſemen. 


ONSIDER, fuſt, that the gold, frankincenſe, 
'S and myrrh, offered. by the wiſemen ce, Here 


Saviour, my denote other offeri 
alſo e ne 1 him. In DEE we 


: 
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muſt offer him the tribute of our gol, as to our true 
king; that is, we muſt daily preſent him with our ſouls, 
ſtampt with his own image, and burniſhed with divine 
love. This is the gold, this is the tribute our Sovereign 
expects from us. When the Jews aſked him concerning 
their giving tribute to Ceſar, he called for their coin, in 
which they had the image of Ceſar; and inferred from 
thence, that they were to render to Ceſar the things that 
were Ceſar's, (Matt. xxii.) that is, to give him what 
was ſtampt with his image. Our ſouls are ſtampt with 


God's own image, to this very end, that we ſhould 


give them in tribute to him, by perfect love: render 
then to God the things that are God's; by daily offering 
your whole ſouls up to him, by fervent acts of love; 
and you ſhall have given him your gold. 

Conſider 2dly, that we muſt alſo offer our frankincenſe 
to our Saviour, as to our God. Incenſe in ſcripture is 
conſidered as an emblem of prayer; and expreſſes the 
worſhip we pay to our Lord, by ſending up to him the 


odoriferous vapours of our devotions, as from the cen- 


far of a heart, burning with the love of God. Prayer 
then is the frankincenſe, which we muſt, in imitation of 
the ' wiſemen, preſent to our Saviour, as to our God. 
This we muſt daily offer, to him at the hours of in- 
cenſe, as a morning and evening ſacrifice, in the temple 
of God, which is within our fouls: with this, we ought 


a to endeavour to perfume in ſome meaſure all our 


other daily actions and employments in order to make 
them ' agreeable to him. | 

Conſider ' 3dly, that with theſe offerings of the 
gold of divine love, and of the frankincenſe of fervent 
prayer, we muſt alſo join that of the myrrh of ſelfdenial, 
and mortification, which- our Lord no leſs expects, and 


requires at our hands, than the other two: ſince he has 


ſo expreſly declared, that except we deny ourſelves and 
hate ourſelves in this world, we cannot be his diſciples. 
Myrrh has a bitter taſte, but it is a wholeſome bitter: 


and it has an excellent property to keep bodies from 
corruption. Thus it is an emblem of the mortification 


of our paſſions and ſenſual inclinations; which is ſome- 
55 C 2 | what 
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what bitter indeed and diſagreeable to the taſte of aur 
nature; but is ſovereignly wholeſome ; and neceſſary to 
keep the ſoul from the corruption of ſin. © 80 that this 
offering of myrrh, like the other two, ſhould be the 
daily exerciſe of a Chriſtian; and ſhould as it were 
ſeaſon all his thoughts, words, and deeds, to reſtrain ? 
them from evil. ; 

Conclude, O my ſoul, not to let a day paſs without 
frequently offering to thy Lord, the gold of love and 
charity, the frankincenſe of prayer, and the myrrh of 
1 ſelfdenial; and he will certainly accept of both thy of- 
fſerings and thyſelf; and in exchange he will give thee . 
| himſelf, g 1 


i January 10. , 
ith On the goſpel of the ſunday within the Otave of i 


1110 the EPIPHANY. * 
C ONSIDER, firſt, how Jeſus, Mary, and Jo- 


| ſeph, went every year up to Jeruſalem, to the tem- 
1 ple of God, upon the ſolemn feſtivals ; notwithſtanding 
. their poverty and their living at the diſtance of three 
days journey from Jeruſalem: and there they employed 
the weeks appointed for the feaſts, in aſſiſting at the 
-publick worſhip, praiſes, and ſacrifices, which were of- 
tered to God in the temple at thoſe times. Chriſtians, i 
learn from this great example, the diligence with which 
you ought to affiſt at the publick worſhip of God, upon 
feſtivals. Learn not to ſuffer every trifling difficulty to 
hinder your attendance in God's temple on thoſe days; 
when neither the length, nor the charges, either of tlie 
journey, or of the ſtay they were to make in Jeruſalem, 
could keep this holy family from a conſtant obſervance 
of theſe times dedicated to God. But O who can wor- 
thily apprehend the diſpoſitions of ſoul, with which they 
entered upon theſe journeys; their recollection on the 
road, their heavenly converſation in Jeruſalem ; their 
profound adoration, their enflamed love, their fervent 
N | | | prayer 
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hind them in the city. They innocently thinking him 
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Prayer and devotion, in the temple let us ſtrive to 
imitate the s... 7 13s rueue 1456 
Conſider 2dly, how when Jeſus was twelve years old, 
and they had gone up, according to their cuſtom, to keep 
the ſolemn feaſt of the Paſch in Jeruſalem, after the 
days of the ſolemnity were fulfilled, when they returned, 
our Saviour withdrew himſelf from them, and ſtaid be- 


to be in the company, went one days journey home- 
wards without him, and then not finding him, were 


XZ ftruck with unſpeakable grief and concern for their 
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 loſs:- the more becauſe they apprehended, leſt by 


ſome fault of theirs, they might have driven him 

from them. Ah ! what anguiſh muſt it be to a foul, 
that is fenſible of the treaſure ſhe poſſeſſes, when ſhe has 
Jeſus with her, to find that he has withdrawn himſelf 
from her, and- that ſhe has loſt her treaſure, But how 
much more muſt this bleſſed couple have reſented the 
loſs of their Jeſus ; whoſe love for him was much 
greater than can be expreſſed or imagined? For in 
proportion to their love, their. ſorrow alſo muſt have 
been beyond expreſſion great. Learn from hence, my 
foul, what value thou oughteſt to ſet upon the happi- 
neſs of having Jeſus with thee ; and how. much thou 
oughteſt to-regret the loſs of him. ; 

| Conſider 3dly, that although the Bleſſed Virgin and 
St. Joſeph had loſt their Jeſus, as to his ſenſible preſence; 
yet they had not loſt him, as to the preſence of his grace 


and love; they had him ſtill very near to them, becauſe 


they had him in their hearts. A leſſon for Chriſtians of 
ood-will, not to be diſcouraged; nor to give them- 
elves up to exceſſiye anguiſh, if ſometimes they expe- 
- rience the like ſubſtractions of the ſenſible preſence: of 
our Lord, by a dryneſs in their devotions, and a ſpiri- 
tual-'deſolation : let them but take care to keep their 
heart and will with him; and they may be aſſured 
he is not far from them. He has often dealt thus 
with the. greateſt Saints; and to their advantage too: 
to keep them more humble, and diſtruftful of them- 
WHY, C 3 ſelves; 
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ſelves 3" and to teach them not to ſeek their own-ſatiſ® | BY 
faction, in the milk of fpiritual conſolations, but ta we 


be content to feed their ſouls with the more ſolid diet | to 
of conformity to the will of God, and to the croſs f pl: 
Chriſt, 9 4 e et ae ene 1 fal 
Conclude to take care not to drive away Jeſus by WM © 


wilful fin : and be aſſured that nothing elſe can ever 
ſeparate him from thee. „ an! * 


January 11. | 
'On' ſeeking Feſus when be has been loſt by Sin: 
\NONSIDER fiſt, how great an evil it is to 
loſe Jeſus by wilful ſin. Ah! tis a far greater 
loſs than if we ſhould loſe the whole world beſides; 
for in loſing him we loſe our, all. This loſs is the 
greateſt miſery that can befall any ſoul on this ſide 
of eternity: it wants nothing but eternity to make it 
hell. And yet how common is this loſs? How often 
2 loſt in this manner, even in our moſt ſolemn. 
feſtivals, by the abuſe of theſe holy times? And how- 
is it poſſible that a Chriſtian ſoul ſhould admit of any 
manner of comfort, joy, or pleaſure, under fo great a 
loſs? What then muſt they do that have reaſon to ap- 
prehend they have thus loſt their Jeſus: and that he is 


4 


now no longer theirs ; and they no Jonger his? They 


c 
| 

muſt learn from the Bleſſed Virgin, and St. Joſeph, | ö 

1 

0 

| 

| 

| 

| 


how they are to ſeek him, and find him again; for- 
thongh this bleſſed couple had not loſt him, in that 
wretched way, yet the manner in which they ſought- 
him, may be an inſtruction to all others to teach them 
by what means Jeſus may be found again when he. is 
loſt. | 5773 anul 259} 
Conſider therefore 2dly, that the Bleſſed Virgin and 
St. Joſeph were no ſooner ſenſible that they had loſt 
Jeſus, but they began to ſeek him without the leaſt 
delay; and they gave themſelves no reſt till they had 


found him again: to teach us, chat there ought. ta be. 
50 N | ; _ 
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no manner of delay in ſeeking him, as ſoon as ever 
we perceive we have loſt him; and bow much we ought 
to reſent ſo diſmal a loſs. They made no ſtay in the 
place where they were: but haſtened back to Jerus 
ſalem, to find him there; not enduring to remain for 
eyer ſo ſhort a time at a diſtance from him: to teach us 
to ſpare no pains either night or day, in ſeeking him, 
and in uſing all means in our power, to come at him. 
They ſought him ſorrowtng, that is, with their ſouls full 
of grief and anguiſh, through the ſenſe they had of the 
loſs of their beloved :-to teach us, that the true way 
to find Jeſus when loſt, mult. be by a /orraw/influe 
enced with love; that is, by a contrite and humb 
heart. They ſought him with perſeverance, aud 6d 
not give over their ſearch, till they had effectually found 
him: to teach us not to deſiſt, upon meeting with 
difficulties, and oppoſitions, in our ſearch after Jeſus, 
but to go on, with diligence, till we recover his gra- 
cious company. | | * A 
" Conſider 3dly, that Jeſus was not found by the Bleſſed. 
Virgin and St. Joſeph, amongft their kindred and ae- 
guaintance. Alas | he is too often loſt in the company 
and * converſation of our worldly friends; but is very 
ſeldom to be found there. The common converſation 
of the world is at the beſt but empty, worldly, and di- 
ſtracting; and *tis out of faſhion to ſpeak, or think, of 
Jeſus in the company of worldlings. Therefore the 
ſoul that would effectually find him, muſt withdraw as 
much as may be from worldly company, and muſt enter 
into a kind of ſpiritual retreat; ſhe muſt make the beſt 
of her way by ſpiritual reading, meditation and prayer, 
to the temple of God in Jeruſalem ; or rather ſhe muſt 
make a temple for her Jeſus within her own ſelf, and 
ſeek him there by inward recollection. Tis the ſureſt 
place to find him in. O ſinners, return to your own., 
hearts, and you will quickly find your God. When 
you went aſtray from him, you went aſtray alſo from 
your on hearts, and from your inward houſe; you 
forgot at the ſame time both God and yourſelves, Re- 
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turn home to yout᷑ interigur, and you ſhall recover thertt» | 


both | dev? IC 20440499 ry Vogel gate: Fred 
Conclude, if at any time you have reaſon-to:appre« 
hend that you have loſt Jeſus, to withdraw immediate- 
y from the crowd, to ſeek him in his temple in your 
own interiour; and to give yourſelves no reſt till you 
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have found him there. There he will hear you; and 


re he will teach you. 
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Januars 12. 
1 the leſſons our Lord Jeſus gives us in his pri- 
e | * 2 ae een 
AONSID ER firſt, thoſe words ſpoken by Bür 


Lord Jeſus to his parents, when they found him 


in the temple, in the midſt of the doors, hearing them, 
and aſking them queſtions, © Luke ii. Did you not know, 
ſaid he, that I muſt be about my Father” s buſineſs * He 
1 down from heaven, not to do his own will, but the 

il of him that ſent him, John. iv. 38. This was his 
daily food, during his mortal life. My meat, ſaid fie, 
7s te do the will of him that ſent me. John iv. 34. This 
then was the exerciſe of his private life ; which he ſpent 
in obſcurity, and retirement, under a poor carpenter's 


roof. He was all the while about the buſineſs of his 


Father. He was ever doing the will of his Father: All 
his thoughts and words, all his actions and omiſſions, 
were directed to his Father's glory. And this is the 
eat leſſon we are to learn from him in his private life. 

e all of us, like him, came into this world for nothin 
elſe but to do the will of God: we all of us ought to 
oe ever about the buſineſs of our heavenly Father : all 
ur thoughts, words, actions, and omiſſions, ought to be 
directed to him. O let us ſtudy well this great leſſon; 
_ the Son of God employed ſo many years in 

te 4c i 1 ; 1 . : 11 | 
Confer 24ly, how he went down D and 
5 Ake U. 51. 
O ſtand aſtonifhied my ſoul, to ſee tlie Lord and * 
: O 
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of heaven and earth, ſubmitting himſelf to his creatures, 
and obedient to them ! O ſee — he ſerves them even 
in the meaneſt offices; how he works, with his reputed 
father, at his mechanic trade. But with what modeſty 
and ſilence, with what recollection and application of 
his ſoul to his ' heavenly Father by continual adora- 
tion, thankſgiving, oblation, and love, and by continual 
prayer and interceſſion for us? Chriſtians, learn from 
this great example, to be ever humble, meek, and obe- 
dient. Learn to ſanctify your ordinary employments, 
aud even your common actions, by recollection an 
mental prayer. Learn that even the higheſt perfection 
may be found in the exerciſe of the loweſt and meaneſt 
offices; if in theſe the ſoul do but take care to keep 
cloſe to her God, and to embrace him by love. ; 
Conſider 3dly, what is written of our Lord, with re- 
lation to this private part of his life. That Jeſus in- 
creaſed in wiſdom and age, and grace with God and men, 
Luke ii. 52. Our Lord, who from the firſt moment 
of his conception, was full of all heavenly wiſdom and 
divine grace, was pleaſed in proportion to his advancing 
in age, to ſhew forth every day more than other in his 
words and actions, the admirable treaſures of wiſdom 
and grace that were hidden in his ſoul: to teach us to 
make a continual progreſs in the way of God; and to 
advance every day by large ſteps, from virtue to virtue, 
till we come unte a perfect man, unto the meaſure of the 
age of the fulneſs of Chrift, Eph. iv. 13... Chriſtians, 
do we ſeriouſly apply ourſelves to learn this excellent 
leſſon? What progreſs have we hitherto made, after ſo 
many years pretending to walk after Jeſus Chriſt in the 
way of virtue? Have we not for the moſt part rather 
gone backward than forward? O let us now at leaſt 
begin to be in carneſt! or Cod 
Conclude to learn of our Saviour all thoſe leſſons 
which he deſires to teach us in his private life: i- 
eularly theſe three, 1. To be ever about the buſineſs of 
our Father. 2. To be ever ſubmiſſive and obedient 0 
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our way to him. 
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one eee r, 
by St. John the 


On our Saviour's being bapviſed 
ONSIDE R- firſt; how St. John the Baptiſt, 
being ſent as a fore-runner of our Lord, to pre- 
pare the people for him, by preaching to them penance, 
and a thorough converſion from their ' fins ; when a 
multitude of publicans and other finners ' reſorted to 
him, and were baptiſed by him in the Jordan, confeſſing 
their ſins, and receiving from him the rules of a new 
life: Qur Lord Jeſus alſo came among them, as if he 
had been one of their number, and ſtood in need of that 
baptiſm of penanee for the remiſſion of ſins ; and de- 
fired to be baptiſed by him. Admire the humility” of 
this Lamb of God, who came to take away the fins of the 
world ; and yet here affociates himſelf with ſinners, and 
is willing to paſs for one of them. The Baptiſt was 
aſtoniſhed at it, and refuſed to baptiſe him, ſaying; T 
ought to be baptiſed by thee, and comeſt thou to me? But 
Jeſus inſiſted ubon his doing it: for ſo it becometh us, 
ſaid he, to fulfill all juice, (Matt. iii. 14, 15.) that is 
to exerciſe, and to give examples of all virtues ; amon 
which humz{ity is the foundation, which ſuſtains all the 
reſt. O give us thy grace, dear Lord, that we alfo 
may fulfill all juftice, by the imitation of thy humility. 
+ Conſider 2dly, how our Lord Jeſus, having thus 
humbled himſelf, to fulfill all juſtice, was preſently ex- 
alted by his heavenly Father ; when being baptiſed and 
praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Ghoſt deſcended 
in a bodily ſhape, as a dove, upon him, and a voice came 
from heaven: Thou art my beloved Son, in thee I am tell 
pleaſed; Luke iii. 21, 22. Learn from hence, my foul, 


and to all 


_ are 
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his vice · gerents, and 3. To be ever making the beſt of 


that humility opens heaven, and conducts us to God, 
good. But ſee, alſo, how upon this occaſion 
of the baptiſm of Chriſt, the chief myſteries of religion 


every Day in the” Your. 23 
are diſplayed : ſee how the whole Bleſſed Trinity ma- 
feſts itſelf ; the Father by his voice from heaven; the 
Son in his human nature, aſſumed for us; and the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt by deſcending in the ſhape of a dove. See 
how the miſſion, and the whole Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
is here ſolemnly authorized, with a formal declaration 
of the dignity of his perſon, and of his unction and con- 
ſecration by the Spirit of Gad: ſee how the Son of God, 
deſcending into the waters, ſanctifies them, in order to 
thoſe great effectꝭ of regeneration and renavation of the 
ſoul, in the laver of baptiſm : ſee how. he buries as it 
were the old Adam here, under the waters, and brings 
him forth a new man; opening heaven in his favour 
and imparting. to him both his holy Spirit, and the 
title and dignity of Son of God. O let us venes 
rate theſe heavenly myſteries ] let us here embrace our 
humble Saviour, the ſource of all our good. 

Conſider 3dly, how our Lord began the functions of 
his miſſion, and the preaching of his Goſpel, from this 
time of his being baptized; and his being here ſolemn- 
ly calories to the world; not only by the repeated 
teſtimonies of St. John Baptiſt, but by the voice of his 
heavenly Father, and by the viſible-deſcent of the _ 
Ghoſt, But firſt, for our inſtruction, he was pleaſed, 
by way of preparation, to withdraw himſelf from the 
converſation of men, into a loneſome wilderneſs, and 
there to employ forty days in faſting and prayer; at 
the end of which time he ſuffered three different aſſaults 
of temptation from Satan; and after *overcoming this 
wicked enemy, was viſited and ſerved by Angels. Chri- 
ſtians, let us learn from this great example, in all our 
ſpiritual undertakings, to ſeek firſt the afliftance and 
bleſſing of heaven, by retirement, faſting, and prayer: 
let us learn, that theſe ſame are alſo the beſt arms a- 
gainſt all the temptations of the enemy: that we are 
not to exſpect, how much ſoever we are retired 
the world, to live without temptations'; ſince Chriſt 
himſelf was tempted, and tempted in the deſart: but 
that we muſt, by his * ———— 
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and that this is the way to heavenly comforts here, and | 


to an immortal crown hereafter, 


Conclude to keep as cloſe as thou canſt to the Lord ? 
Jeſus, in every ſtep he takes; and to have thy eye al- 
ways upon him; that thou mayſt copy out his virtues in 


thy lite, | 


January 14. 
On the ſacred name of Jeſus. 


For the firſt Sunday after the Octave of the 
| EPIPHANY. 


FYONSIDER firſt, theſe words of the Apoſtle, ; 


Philip. ii. ſpoken of the eternal Son of God, in- 
carnate for us: He humbled himſelf becoming obedient 
unto death, even the death of the croſs. Wherefore God 
alſo hath exalted him, and hath given him a name which 


it aboue every name; that in the name of Teſus every 


nee ſhould bow, of thaſe that are in heaven, off earth, 
and under the earth; and that every tongue ſhould con- 
feſs, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is in the glory of God the 

ather. Chriſtians, let us then venerate this ſacred 
name, and all the myſteries and heavenly truths it con- 
tains ; which are ſo many, and ſo great, that no tongue 
can ſufficiently expreſs them, nor heart conceive them. 
The name of Jeſus came from heaven: it ſignifies a 
Saviour; but ſuch a Saviour, as ſhould deliver his peo- 


ple from their ſins ; reconcile loft man to God; pur- 


Chaſe for him mercy, grace, and ſalvation, and of a ſlave 
of Satan, and a child of hell, make him a Son of God, 
and heir of heaven. O what has not our Lord Jeſus 
done, what has he not ſuffered that he might be ſuch a 
Jeſus to us ! none but he could ever fulfil the import 
of this heavenly name: none but a Ged-man, an Emma- 


nuel, that is, a God with us, could be a Jeſus to fave 
his people from their ſins, and be to them a never: fail 
ing ſource of all true good; even to that degree as to 
make them in a manner partners in his diyinity. au 


— 
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Conſider adly, that the name of Jeſus is a name of 
virtue and of power : in this name the churches: of Gad 
were planted throughout the earth. In this name the 
Apoſtles wrought all kind of miracles, and even raiſed 
the dead to life. By this name millions of martyrs have 
overcome death in all its ſhapes. This name has'pet- 
pled the deſarts with holy ſolitaries; and every nation of 
the chriſtian world, in every age, with innumerable 
ſaints, who looking upon Jeſus the author and finiſher of 
their faith, have, through his name, overcome the 
world, the fleſh, and the devil, and are now ſet down 
with Jeſus in his throne, according to the promiſe he 
has made to them that conquer in his name, Rev, iii. 
21. To this ſacred name fo many mighty monarchs Wave 
yielded themſelves captives ; ſubmitting both themſelves 
and their kingdoms to this great conqueror ; and often- 
times leaving even their crown and ſcepter for the love of 
this divyfie name. O kingdom of Jeſus, kingdom of mer- 
cy and grace, when wilt thou extend thy conqueſts over 
all the uhiverſe 3 and bring all kings and people, all na- 
tions and all hearts, to bow down, to embrace, and to 
give all praiſe and glory to this adorable name: 
Conſider 3dly, that the name of Jeſus carries with it 
an unſpeakable. majeſty, tempered with humility, meek- 
neſs, ſweetneſs, and love; inaſmuch as it expreſſes to 
us a Cd made man, even a poor, meek and humble man, 
out of a pure love for us. It ſhews forth to us all tlie 
divine attributes, ſtooping, as I may ſay, to the work 
of our redemption, in order to raiſe us up from the dung- 
hill; and to bring us to a heavenly kingdom. Feſus is 
a name of mercy, a name of comfort, a name of grace 
and. ſalvation: it promiſes pardon and forgiveneſs to all 


9 


penitent ſinners; it preaches to them deliverance from 


ort their ſla very, and from their bonds; the diſcharge of all 
14 theindebts ;- the healing of all their maladies; and the 
we reſening atem from all their enemies, and from the 
u- wrath-to- come. It ſupports the Chriſtian pilgrim under 


all his labours; it comforts him in all his afflictions; 


it is his refuge in all dangers ; it ſets beſore him the 
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- an aſſurance thatthere is nothing but what he may obtain 
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wurce of all his good; it encourages him to pray with 


if he prays in the name of his Saviour. It puts to flight all 
the powers of hell ; they cannot bear that ſacred name. 


It conquers the world and the fleſh ; in fine, it opens 


heaven to all its true lovers and followers. O ſacred 


name, mayſt thou be always in our hearts, and in our i 


mouths ! It was fo with the bleſſed Apoſtle St. Paul: 
O may we like him, find all things in Jeſus ! 
Conclude ever to venerate the divine name of Jeſus, 
as preſenting to your ſouls the principal object of the 
Chriſtian's faith; the ſtrongeſt grounds of his hope; 
and the chiefeſt motive, and moſt powerful attractive, 
to engage his love viz. a God incarnate, and crucified 
for us. Thus may you exerciſe, as often as you hear 


this ſacred name, all the three theological virtues, of 


faith, hope, and love of God. 


January 1 5. 
On our Lord's changing water into wine, at the 
marriage-feaſt of Cana, St. John ii. 
| holy ak IDER firſt, thoſe words gf the Goſpel. 
A There was a marriage in Cana of Galilee, and the 
mother of Jeſus was there, And Feſus alſo was invited, 
and his diſciples. Happy marriage which our Lord was 
pleaſed to honour with his preſence, and with his firſt 
miracle ! he himſelf was the author and firſt inſtitutor 


of marriage: and therefore was pleaſed to give it a ſanc- | 


tion, and a bleſſing, by aſſiſting at it. He came to 
marry, as it were, by his incarnation, our human na- 
ture with his divine perſon : he came to marry himſelf 
to his church, and by imparting to it a ſpiritual grace, 
to raiſe Chriſtian matrimony to the dignity of a ſacra- 


ment; which ſhould be a ſacred and myſterious ſign of 


this perpetual union with his church: he came to eſpouſe 
our ſouls to himſelf; and therefore was pleaſed to fa- 
vour this marriage (in which the contracting parties 


were, in all appearance, allied both in blood and vir- 
tue, 
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; tue, with his bleſſed mother) with his firſt miracle, 0 


how happy were they in inviting Jeſus and Mary te 
their wedding! O how unhappy are they who when 
they marry, ſhut out God from themſelves, and from their 


mind, to give themſelves to their luſt, Tob. vi. 17. Over 


theſe the devil hath power : becauſe they invite him, ra- 
ther than Jeſus, to their wedding. And is not this the 
true cauſe why ſo many marriages are unhappy for want 
of the bleſſing of Jeſus ? | 

Conſider 2dly, how, in the midſt of the marriage- 
feaſt, wine was wanting, to teach us, how deceitful are 
all the pleaſures of the world, and how often they fail 
us, when we expect the moſt from them. O 'tis Je- 
ſus alone can furniſh our immortal ſouls, with the true 
wine that cheareth the heart of man. Tis his love alone 
can preſent us with pure delights, which bring with 
them joy and peace, and a certain fore- taſte of heaven. 
He often changes, in favour of his friends, even the wa- 
ters of the torrent in the way, into delicious wine, by 
the conſolations he gives them in their labours and af- 
flictions, and the ſpiritual bleſſings of his grace, for 
the advancing their ſouls in divine love, and bringing 
them nearer to himſelf, the ſource of all ſweetneſs: 
whilſt the world, the fleſh and the devil, do but de- 
lude us, by flattering our ſenſes at firſt with a falſe 
ſweetneſs, which quickly comes to an end; and leaves 
nothing behind it but bitterneſs, diſcontent, and re- 
morſe, 3" 8 - 

Conſider 3dly, that this miraculous change, made by our 
Lord, of water into wine, (which was his firſt miracle) 
was a prelude to another more miraculous change, 
which he made at his laſt ſupper, and will continue to 
make, by his miniſters, eyen to the end of the world, 
of bread and wine .into his own body and blood. 
With this wonderful miracle, he daily honours the 
wedding feaſt of his own eſpouſals with our fouls, in 
order to communicate himſelf to his ſpouſes and to 
unite them to himſelf, And by the means of this com- 
munication of himſelf to us, he operates anether no 


D 2 leſs 


en 


n 


3533 . E ũ—„CU⁊ß â¾ 


. 


28 MEDITATIONS for 
leſs wonderful change in us, by which he changes us 
in a manner into himſelf. The corporeal food we 


as it were, into its own nature, to make them 
one with this bread of life; here by grace, here- 
after by glory. O miraculous change ! O bleſſed con- 
verſion | | 
Conclude to be ever thankful for all the wonders, 


which the ſon of God has wrought, and continues daily 


to work for thee. But particularly join with the church 
at this time of the Epiphany, in celebrating with love 
and gratitude, thoſe three miracles, which were the 
forerunners of, and introductions to all thy good, thy 
vocation to the true faith, thy being regenerated in 
Chriſt, by baptiſm; and admitted to his heavenly feaſt 
in the bleſſed Euchariſt in which thou art incorporated 
with him. O who can ever ſufficiently loye him, and 
Praiſe him, for theſe great wonders of his love to us | 


January 1 6. 
On the neceſſity of conſideration. 
C ONSIDER frft, and take a view of the whole 


\ 4 Chriſtian world, and ſee how much Satan and 
ſin every where reign, See how many thouſands in 
every nation, of all degrees and conditions, paſs their 
lives in mortal fin, with little or no concern, or ap- 
prehenfion, either of death, judgment, or hell: ſee how 
they wallow in the mire oX carnal pleaſures : ſee how 


toy, meer bubb = — 
their God, and a happy eternity: ſee how numbers 


getfulneſs of him: then ſee how hell opens wide its 
aws, and daily ſwallows down thouſands of them; 
Cut off alas in the midſt of their ſins, when they leaſt 

expected 


take is by the means of our natural heat daily changed 
into our fleſh and blood: but this ſpiritual food like 
the fire, which changes all things into itſelf, is not changed 

into our ſubſtance, but changes and transforms our ſouls 


they indulge their paſſions, and prefer every empty 
Pubbles, before their immortal ſouls ; before - 


of them, even live without God, and in a total for- 
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expected it, and hurried away in a moment from their 
ſhort-lived, empty, and deceitful ſatisfactions, to dread- 
ful, and everlaſting torments. And whence proceeds 
all this diſmal ſcene of evils, but from the want of 
conſideration ? with deſolation is all the earth made 
deſolate, ſaith the prophet, becauſe there is none that con- 
fidereth in the heart. Jerem. xiii. 2. a 

Conſider 2dly, the great truths which the Chriſtian 
faith teaches. That there is a God of infinite majeſty, 
whoſe eye is always upon us: A God infinitely good, 
and infinitely juſt; and who hates - wilful fin with an 
infinite hatred. A- God, who is our firſt beginning, 
and our laſt end, our creator and redeemer to whom we 
belong by all kind of titles: who made us for himſelf; 
and ſent us hither upon no other errand, and for no 
other buſineſs, but to love and ſerve him in this world, 
and to be eternally happy with him in the next : that 
there is another life hereafter, in compariſon, with 
which the preſent is but a moment; that death will 
quickly ſeparate us from all theſe viſible things, and 
ſend us into another region, where all that worldlings 
here ſet their hearts on, will appear as ſmoak : that there 
is a judgment to come : and that there.is a heaven, and a 
hell, &c. All theſe are articles of the Chriſtian faith: and 
all moſt certainly true ; and in themſelves very moving. 
And do all Ghriſtians believe theſe truths ? they muſt 
believe them, or they are no Chriſtians. But how 
then is it poflible they ſhould live as the generality do? 
how is it poſſible that ſuch as believe all theſe things 
| ſhould live on in fin, and walk in the broad road that 
leads to hell? O! *tis for want of conſideration. *Tis 
becauſe they don't think. | 

Conſider 3dly, that the great difference between' the 
good and the bad Chriſtian, is that the one thinks 
well on the truths he believes, and by that means lets 
them ſink deep into his ſoul, and take root there, ſo 
that they bring forth in him the fruits of all virtues : 
whereas the other does not think; and therefore is 
little or nothing affected with the truths of the goſpel: _ 
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they. make no impreſſion upon him ; becauſe his faith 
is aſleep, or rather dead, for want of conſideration, O 
what wonderful effects have we not ſeen produced in 
the world by conſideration? how. many, even of 
the greateſt ſinners, have been reclaimed by it; and 
drawn back from the very jaws of hell? how man 
has it ſent out of the midſt of Babylon to ſeek their G 
in ſolitude; and to conſecrate their lives to him. O 
that nien would but think, what a reformation ſhould 
we ſee in the world ! O *tis thinking is the true way to 
heaven; and not thinking the high, road to hell! 
Conclude to allow thyſelf daily ſome time to medi- 
tate upon ſome or other of the great truths, that relate 
to God and eternity. Tis one of the beſt means thou 
haſt to ſecure thy ſoul. They that will not think of 
theſe things now, will infallibly think on them here- 
after, when their thinking will only ſerve to encreaſe 
their eternal miſery. 


January 17. 

On the confideration of God. 
FNXONSIDER fiſt, that we cannot be ſaved 
& _ without the knowledge of God, and ſuch a know- 
ledge, as may effectually influence our lives, and com- 
mand both our love and obedience. Now we can 
neither know God, nor love him as we ought, with- 
out the help of conſideration. *Tis conſideration that 
diſcovers to us his infinite beauty and perfection; and the 
many preſſing motives we have to dedicate ourſelves 
.wholly to his love and ſervice. *Tis conſideration ſets 
beſore our eyes his eternal Tove, and all his benefits 
to us, and convinces us that he is both infinitely charm- 
ing and lovely in himſelf, and infinitely good to us. 
Without conſideration, we know theſe things, as if 
we knew them not : we have eyes and ſee not, But 
when theſe truths are duly weighed and confiderid by 
the ſoul; *tis then the light of the knowledge of God, 
begins 
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begins to diſpel our darkneſs; and in our meditation 
the fire of his love breaks forth into flames, which 
ſweetly carry up the ſoul towards their heavenly ele- 
ment, which is with God ; and hinder. her from ever 
forgetting him. | 
Conſider 2dly, how large a field we have in God 
for our meditation, whether we conſider him as he is 
in himſelf, and in his own divine attributes; or with 
relation to what he is to us, and the titles he has been 
pleaſed to aſſume in our regard. He is in himſelf 
eternal, that is, without beginning, without end, with- 
out change, ſelf-exiſtent, independent: he is being it- 
ſelf, he alone properly is; I am who am, ſays he, Exod. 
iii. all other things are juſt nothing at all; they have 
no being 
all beings. He is immenſe and incomprebenſible, and 
every way infinite : he fills heaven and earth : creat- 
ing, preſerving, moving, ruling, ſupporting all things. 
He is infinitely wiſe, . infinitely powerful, infinieety 
good, infinitely juſt, infinitely merciful, he is bea 
itſelf, truth itſelf, and all perfection, See my Pe 
what an immenſe field we have here for our conſidera- 
tions ! It has no end. Here is more than enough to 
employ us for all eternity; in this vaſt ocean of the 
infinite perfections of the Deity, the bleſſed them- 
ſelves can find no bottom. Here they are happily 
loſt in the contemplation of him, who though he 
diſcovers himſelf to them face to face, and fills their 
ſouls with heavenly pleafure, remains nevertheleſs in- 
comprehenſible, even to the higheſt angels, becauſt he 
is every way infinite. Z 
Conſider 3dly, that there ſtill remains an ample field. 
for meditation to help us to acquire the knowledge 
and love of God, in the manifold confiderations of 
what God is in our regard, and how good he is to us. 
He is our ſovereign good: he alone can ſatisfy our 
ſouls, He has =, us firſt: He is our ancient 
lover; He is our eternal lover; his thought and 
heart is always upon us. e is a 2 
over: 


g but from him, and in him: he is the being of 
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lover: a moſt faithful, and moſt conſtant lover, 
whole love never forſakes them, that do not firſt for- 
fake his love, He is our maker, and our redeemer ; 
the beſt of Fathers ; the beſt of friends, the ſpouſe of 
our ſouls. He ever deſires to come and dwell with 
us, and in us; and to impart all his heavenly treaſures 
to us; in a word to give himſelf to us, and to take us 
to himſelf. And are not here ſufficient motives to 
oblige us to love this great and good God ; infinitely 
good in himſelf, and infinitely good to us ? is it poſ- 
ible that a generous heart, made through love and 
for love, ſhould hold out againſt ſuch preſſing conſide- 
rations as theſe, ſo far as to refuſe a return of love? 
O divine love, *tis only becauſe thou art thought of 
fo little, that thou art fo little known in this wretched 
world; and 'tis only becaufe thou art ſo little known, 
that thou art ſo little loved. O *'tis conſideration then 
is both the true way to know thee, and the true way 
to love thee ! | 

Conclude ever to ſeek by daily conſiderations and to 
cheriſh in thy ſoul, this ſaving and ſavoury knowledge 
of God; as the ſource of divine love and of all thy 
good. And remember that a deluge of all evils, will 
come pouring in upon the ſoul, where this knowledge 
of Gad is wanting. Oſee iv. 1, 2. 


January 18. 
On the conſideration of the law of God. 
'FRNXONSIDER firſt, that, in order to our ſalva- 


tion, we muſt alſo have a right knowledge of the 
holy law and commandments of God: we muſt 
know all the precepts and maxims of the Goſpel of Je- 
ſus Chriſt : and we muſt know them in ſuch a manner 
as to be practically convinced of the beauty of this di- 
vine law, of the equity of theſe commandments; of the 


excellence of theſe heavenly precepts, of the truth of 


theſe Goſpel maxims ; that ſo we may heartily em- 
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IX brace them, love them, and keep them. Now this in- 
fers a neceſſity of a ſerious and frequent meditation on 
God's holy law; without which we ſhall not even 
know as we ought the duties and obligations of a Chri- 
ſtian life; much leſs ſhall we have a due eſteem an 
love for theſe divine ſtatutes and ordinances, which our 
great King has made to be for us the way to true life. 
O] Bleſſed is the man whoſe will is in the law of the 
Lord : and who ſhall meditate on it day and night, And 
he ſhall be like a tree which is planted near the running 
waters, which ſhall bring forth its fruit in due ſeaſon 
and his leaf ſhall not fall off : and all whatſoever he ſhall 
do ſhall proſper. Pſ. i. O happy meditation, which is 
the ſource of ſo much good! unhappy they who ſeldom _ 
think of this divine law, and therefore neither love it, 
nor keep it | . {1 85 ; 
Conſider 2dly, that, even under the old teſtament, 
God required of his people, that they ſhould continu- 
ally meditate on his divine commandments, Deuter. vi, 
6; &c. Theſe words which I command thee this day ſhall 
be in thy heart : and thou ſhalt tell them to thy children, and 
thou ſhalt meditate upon them, ſitting inthy houſe, and walk- 
ing on thy journey, lying down to bed, and riſing up. And 
thou ſhalt bind them as a ſign on thy hand, and they ſhall be, 
and ſhall move;between thyeyes. And thou ſhalt write themin 
the entry,and on the doors of thy houſe. Now if under the 
old law, (when ſo great perfection was not expected of 
the faithful as now) God was pleaſed to require this cloſe 
application of the ſoul to the meditating on his divine 
precepts; how much more does he now expect it from 
us, under the new covenant of grace and love, in which 
he delivers his commandments to us, not graven on ta- 
bles of ſtone, but on the tables of the heart; not to be 
laid up in the ark, or depoſited in an earthly ſanctuary, 
but to be laid up within us, in the true ſanctuary of God 


2 in our ſouls ? Chriſtians, this is our glory, and our wiſ- 
3 dom, this is our happineſs above all other people, to 
f have the divine law written in our hearts: to keep it 
. there by love and affection, and to read it there by at- 


tention 
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tention and meditation, leſt otherwiſe we loſe ſo great a 
treaſure. a | | 
Conſider 3dly, what were the ſentiments of the royal 
prophet, with regard to the law and commandments of 
God, and the duty of meditating continually upon 
them. He has abundantly declared them in the 118th 
pſalm, (alias 119th) where there is ſcarce one verſe, in 
which the beauty and excellence of the divine law, the 
love and obſervance of it, the great happineſs of keep- 
ing it, and the many advantages of meditating upon it, 
are not ſtrongly inculcated. For which reaſon the 
church, in her canonical hours of prayer, appoints this 
pſalm for the daily devotion of her children, in order 
to inſpire into them the like ſentiments, with relation 
to the holy law and commandments of God, and to 
oblige them daily to meditate upon theſe divine ordi- 
nances. Chriſtians, can any thing elſe be of ſo great 
Importance to you, as to ſtudy well the true way to a 
happy eternity? Can any other ſcience deſerve your at- 
tention in compariſon with this ? Is not your all here 
at ſtake? And what other way is there to ſecure to 
your fouls a happy eternity, but the knowing and keep- 
ing the law and commandments of God? Tis this then 
calls for your ſtudy and attention by daily conſiderations 
and meditations. | 

* Conclude to turn henceforwards your thoughts from 
vain and curious ſearches into things little or nothing to 
your purpoſe 7 to the daily conſidering on what God 
requires of you by his holy law, what you are to do to , 
pleaſe him, and to ſave your ſouls, what your duty is 
to him; and what his will is in your regard. The 
ſtudying this is our great buſineſs. O how little will 
all other ſciences avail, if this be neglected d | 
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x8th On the conſideration of ourſelves. 
aw ONSIDE R ftrf, that, beſides the obligation we 
down lie under of daily conſideration, in order to know 
* God, and our duty to him, there is another branch of 
2 4. neceſſary knowledge, which alſo calls for our ſerious 
en attention and meditation : and this is the knowledge of 
2 ourſelves. © This is the higheſt and moſt profitable 
2 « leſſon, ? ſays the devout 4 Kempis, truly to know, 
yon and to deſpiſe ourſelves. * The 3839 of our- 
ns ſelves is the foundation of true humility, which is the 
5 e virtue that teaches us to deſpiſe ourſelves : and humility 
oY at is the foundation of all other virtues ; they have all a 
18 neceſſary dependance upon it. So that the knowledge 
7 of ourſelves is, in effect, the foundation of all virtues. 
* Now this knowledge of ourſelves is not to be acquired 
* without frequent and ſerious conſideration. For to know 
1 ourſelves right we muſt conſider attentively our origin 
3 21 and extraction; what we have hitherto been; what we 
* are now at preſent; and what we ſhall be by and by: 
A and ſuch conſiderations as theſe will open our eyes, 
* and will convince us, what poor wretches we are; 
* and how little reaſon we have to be proud; and, on the 
2 contrary, how many urgent reaſons we have to deſpiſe 
* ourſelves, and to be thoroughly humble. 
1 Conſider therefore 2dly, your extraction, as to your 
11 body, out of dirt and corruption, as to your ſoul, out of 


nothing; and that whatſoever you have, either as to bo- 
dy or ſoul, above meer nothing, is not of your own 
growth, but the property of your maker. Reflectthat you 
no ſooner came into a being, but you were defiled with 
ſin; and were children of wrath. That your whole 
life has hitherto been one continued courſe of fin and 
ingratitude. And ah] how often have you fallen into 
that worſt of evils, that bottomleſs pit, of mortal fin ? 
And what a dreadful figure did you then make 1 — 

. | | ight 
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fight of God, and his holy Angels? What confuſion, | 


what horror, what an eternal damnation was then your Wi 
due? And is not this ſtill your caſe at this day? And 
what title have you then to any regard, either from | 
God or man? What claim to any benefit, or ſervice 
from any of God's creatures? Or what juſt complaint 
can you make, if all the world ſhould abhor you, as a 
 -traitor to God, a ſlave to the devil, and a victim of 
hell; and all creatures ſhould join together againſt you, 
to revenge upon you the cauſe of their creator? Reflect 
alſo on the many miſeries you daily lie under, the 
{mall light there is in you, for the diſcerning true good 
ffom that which is only ſo in appearance; the ſtrength 
of your paſſions, and ſelf- love; your perpetual repug- 
nance to the taking true pains for acquiring real goods, 
and the violent bent of your inclinations to evil. And 
then conſider how ſoon death will be with you, and 
ſend your bodies to the worms, and your ſouls to the 
bar of divine juſtice, under a dreadful uncertainty as to I 
.Your eternal lot. And ſee if, in the confideration o x 
theſe things, you will not find matter enough to cure | 
your pride, and to bring you to a true ſenſe of your 
.manifoid miſery and corruption; that ſo you may 
learn entirely to diſtruſt in yourſelves ; to be ever hum- 
ble; and to place your whole confidence in God, 
_ Conſider 3dly, the other great advantages which the 
ſoul acquires by often entering into herſelf, by the means | 
of ſerious conſideration ; and taking an impartial view 
of the whole ſtate of her own interiour. Here ſhe diſ- 
cqyers her ſpiritual maladies, (to which before ſhe was a 
ſtranger) and ſhe is enabled by this diſcovery, to-ſeek 
and to apply proper remedies to all her evils. Here ſhe 
finds out the ſecret ambuſhes of her enemies, eſpeciall 
thoſe more ſubtle ones of her pride and ſelf- love, whic 
are continually ſeeking to impoſe upon her, and deceiye' 
her. Here ſhe learns to diſcern between the different 
motions, of nature and grace, to watch over her own 
heart, to regulate its affections and inclinations ; 10 
guard againſt her paſſions, and to order her whole inte- 
N | mn © ""Y" "+2 Bn 
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fuſion, Miour in ſuch manner as to be agreeable to him who de- 
n your Wres to make it his everlaſting temple. O how hap- 
And dy it is for the foul thus to know herſelf! ah, what 
from vill it avail a man to know all things elſe, if he be a 
ervice ranger to himſelf ! | 
plaint WW Conclude to make the knowledge of thyſelf one of 
as a hy principal ſtudies for the future, The Saints have 
im of lways conſidered the knowledge of God, and the. 
you, knowledge of themſelves, as the moſt neceflary of all 
eflect ¶ ciences. O ſtudy well, by the means of daily medi- 
„the tation, this ſcience of the Saints in both its parts. Daily 
good pray with St. Auguſtine, noverim te, noverim me. Lord, 
ngth give me grace to know thee : Lord, give me grace to 
Pug- know myſelf, 
ods, Þ 

And | 


January 20. 


9 On our firſt beginning. 

4 C ONSIDER firſt, my foul, that not very long 

| ago thou hadſt no being at all; nor any ſhare in 
the tranſactions of the world: thou waſt not even ſo much 
as thought of by any creature upon earth. In this low a- 
byſs of nothing thou hadſt been ingulfed from all eternity: 
and there of thyſelf thou muſt — remained to all eter- 
nity, infinitely beneath the condition even of the mean- 
eſt inſect, or the moſt inconſiderable of all God's crea- 
tures : ſo that whatſoever thou haſt at preſent above this 


and 
the 
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our 


ew 

dif- mere nothing, is no acquiſition of thy own, nor any pro- 
IS a perty of thine, but the pure gift of thy Maker. wn 
ek then with all felf-conceit and preſumption :' down with 
lhe all vain glory: acknowledge thy true origin, thy original 
4 nothing: fit always down in the loweſt place, even 
0 in the centre of thy nothing: aſcribe nothing to thy- 
ve ſelf, as of thy own growth, but thy manifold ſins: 
nt. give the whole glory of all the reſt to thy Maker. 


Conſider 2dly, who it was that drew thee out of that 


vn 

to deep abyſs of nothing, into this being, which thou now 
E enjoyeſt: who gave thee this power of thinking, this 
ur Vol. 4 E Con- 
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own infinite goodneſs : for there could be nothing in 
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given it all to thee. Dedicate thy whole ſelf to his love 
and ſervice, for time and eternity. S e 

Conſider 3dly, that God made thee after his own image 
and likeneſs, that he might engage thee the more to love 
him. This image and likeneſs is in thy ſoul, which is a 
ſpiritual being; and in the ſpiritual powers of thy ſoul, thy 


ſatisfied with nothing leſs than God; and thy under- 
ſtanding, which is capable of ſoaring above all things, 
viſible and inviſible, and reaching to the contemplation 
of God himſelf. O let not then this noble ſpirit lie 
any longer groveling in the mire of the earth]! Let 
not this will, that was made to be a queen, be a ſlave 
to fleſh and blood. Let not this underſtanding, this 
mind, this thought, that ſhoutd contemplate heavenly 
truths, be bowed down to empty earthly toys. 

- Conclude to be ever mindful, of thy own nothing: 
and that thou haſt received all thou haſt from the pure 
bounty of God. The ſenſe and remembrance of this 
truth will teach thee, always to deſpiſe thyſelf, and to 
leve thy Maker with all thy ſtrength, DHA 


conſcious life, this will, this memory, this under- 
ſtanding; who made for thee this foul and body? 
no other but he that made heaven and earth; even il 
And how came 
this great God to think of making thee? what did he 
ſee in thee, that could move him to love thee; and to 
beſtow this being upon thee? O it was nothing but his 


thee worthy of his love: he ſtood in no need of thee: 
thou couldſt do him no ſervice. O! embrace then, 
with all the powers of thy ſoul, this infinite goodneſs 
of thy God. Give thy whole being to him, who has 


free will, which nothing controuls, and which can be 
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under- 

body ? | 

; even | | 

ol wes January 21. 

did he ; 

in On our laſt end. 

ut his ONSIDER firſt, my ſoul, why thou cameſt 

ing in hither? what is thy buſineſs in this mortal life? 

thee: 4 for what end has God made thee ? upon what errand 

then, 3 has he ſent thee hither ? this ſhould have been the ſubject 

>dneſs 3 of thy meditation from thy firſt coming to the uſe of 

0 has N reaſon: and haſt thou ever yet ſeriouſly thought on it? 
thou canſt not here plead ignorance : for one of the 


5 love 
| firſt things though waft taught; was that thou waſt 
made for God ; and that the buſineſs for which thou 


mage 


)love cameſt into the world, was to know him, love him, 
is a and ſerve him here, and ſo to come to enjoy him 
1,thy WW hereafter, in a happy eternity. O how noble, how 
in be lorious, how bleſſed is this end, for which thou waſt 
der- made | O how good is thy God, who has made thee 
ings, for himſelf, and for heaven ; and even from all eternity, 
ation has deſigned this happineſs for thee,? 
t lie Conſider 2dly, that properly ſpeaking, thou haſt but 
Let one thing to do in this mortal life; and that is no other 
ſlave than to anſwer this end, for which thou waſt made, by 
this dedicating thyſelf, in good earneſt, to the love and ſer- 
enly vice of thy Maker. This is that one thing neceſſary, 
£44. Luke x. 42. If thou apply thyſelf ſeriouſly to this great 
ing: buſineſs, all is well: if thou neglect this, all will be loſt : 
pure whatever ſucceſs thou mayſt meet with in any thin 
this elſe. O what will it avail a man, to gain the ry, 
d to world, if he loſe his own ſoul, and with his ſoul, loſe 
his God, and a happy eternity? O let all other bufi- 
nels then be ſubordinate to this: let all that no ways 
a conduces to this, be deſpiſed as vain and unprofitable: 
let all that is oppoſite to this be avoided, rejected and 
abhorred, as hurtful and pernicious. O how true is it, 
vanity of vanities ,and all is vanity, beſides the loving 
God, and ſerving him alone. Lempis. | 
an. | 19 7 3 E 2 Con- 
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Conſider g3dly, the great blindneſs and miſery of 
worldlings who live in a continual neglect, and forget- 
fulneſs of this their only buſineſs : whoſe purſuits are 
after mere vanities ; who weary themſelves, like chil- 
dren, in running after butterflies ; in catching at bub- 
bles, and empty ſhadows; ſuch as vain honours, falſe 
riches, and deceitful pleaſures, that laſt but one mo- 
ment; and for theſe they forfeit God and eternity. 
And has not this, O my ſoul, been hitherto thy own i 
caſe? O be confounded at the thought of thy having 
been ſo ſtrangely ſenſeleſs, and ſo very wretched, i 
Deteſt the errors of thy paſt life: and now at leaſt 
reſolve to mind thy true and only buſineſs, and to turn 
to thy God with all thy heart. 

Conclude, ſince God is both thy firſt beginning, and 
thy laſt end; ſince thou art made by him, and for him, 
and all thy powers, ſenſes and faculties are deſigned to 
bring thee to him; to employ them all henceforward 
in ſerving and glorifying him: thus only ſhalt thou 
find true &mfort here, and heaven hereafter, 
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On the titles God has to our ſervice 
oN SID ER firſt, that we belong to God, by 


all manner of titles; and therefore cannot with- 

out the molt crying injuſtice alienate any part of our 

being from him, or refuſe to employ our whole ſelves 

in his divine ſervice, we are his by creation; becauſe 
he made us; and made us for himſelf; and therefore 
has given us a Soul, capable of knowing, loving and 
enjoying him; and not able to find any true reſt or 
ſatis faction but in him. Our whole being is from him: 
our whole foul and body, with all our powers, ſeriſes {| 
and faculties belong to him: all whatſoever we poſ- | 
ſels, interiourly, or exteriourly, is all his. And as 
he fund is his, ſo the whole produce ought to be his. 

As we are abſolutely and entirely his property; and 
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all our time, and all our talents, are but lent us by 
him; ſo are we indiſpenſably obliged to dedicate all 
our hours, all our thoughts, words and actions to him. 
And have we ever rightly conſidered this obligation ? 
We belong to God in like manner, by the title of con- 
ſervation, by which he preſerves and maintains every 
moment the being he has given us : otherwiſe we ſhould 
preſently return again to our ancient nothing. So that 
as in every moment we have an obligation to him for 
our continuance in being what we are : ſo every mo- 
ment we are obliged to be his. | 

Conſider 24ly, that we belong alſo to God, and 
that in a very particular manner, by our redemption ; 
by which the Son of God has purchaſed us for himſelf 
and for his Father with his own moſt precious blood, 
For we had fold ourſelves to Satan: we were become 
his ſlaves: we had no longer any ſhare in God; or 
title to him, we were rebels and traitors to him by 
ſin; and as ſuch we ſtood condemned to death and to 
hell. But behold, the Son of God, out of pure love 
and compaſſion, comes down from heaven to redeem 
us; he pays himſelf the price of our ranſom, a great 
price indeed; even the laſt drop of his own moſt ſa- 
cred blood; to deliver us from Satan, fin and hell ; to 
reconcile us to his Father, and to purchaſe mercy, 
grace and falvation for us. So that now by virtue of 
this redemption he claims us as his own property : and 
it would be a facrilegious robbery to pretend to 
alienate again from him theſe ſouls of ours, which he 
has purchaſed for himſelf with his own blood: It 
would be even in the language of the apoſtle, treading 
under foot the Son of God, and eſteeming the blood of 
the covenant unclean, with which we were ſanctiſied. 
Heb. x. 29. | 

Conſider 3dty, that we belong alſo to God, by ſo- 
lemn vows and covenants, and by the dedication, by 
which we were happily and holily, dedicated and con- 
ſecrated to him in our baptiſm, and confirmation; and 
ſanctified to be his temptes for ever. Now all thoſe 
| E 3 things, 
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things, that are once folemnly confecrated to God; 
and more eſpecially ſuch as are made the temples of the 
| kving God, muſt be always his: and it would be a i 
moſt grievous ſacriledge to pervert them from his ſervice 
to profane uſes ; and therefore it would be highly cri- Y 
minal in us to pervert theſe ſouls of ours from the love 
and ſervice of their God, to whom they have been thus 
folemnly dedicated; and to profane and defile them, by ix 
wilful fin. We — to him alſo in quality of our 
king, our father, our Lord and maſter, the great ſo- 
yereign of the whole univerie, the being of all * ; 
&c. and upon all theſe, and many more titles, his di- 
vine Majeſty challenges our love and ſervice, as his 
undoubted right; O let us never be ſo miferable as to 
refuſe him, what he ſo juſtly claims. Let us look upon 
it as our greateſt happineſs that we belong entirely to 
Conclude to render faithfully to God, what upon fo i 

many titles belongs to him, by giving your whole ſelves 
to him, and employing henceforward both your ſoul and 
body, in executing all his wills. = 


January 23. 
On the happineſs of ſerving God. Fig 
ONSIDER firſt, thoſe words of the prophet | 
(Iſai iii.) Say to the juft man: it is well, And re- 
flet on the many advantages, which this ſhort word 
tell comprizes and enſures to the juſt, both for time 
and eternity. Honour, riches and pleaſure are the 
things on which the world ſets the greateſt value: but 
they are not to be found where the world ſeeks them; 
but only in the ſervice of God. It is indeed a greater 
Honour to be a ſervant of God, than to be the emperour 
of all the earth. What then muſt it be to be his 
friend and favourite; to be his ſpouſe, to be his child, 
to be his temple? can any worldly honours be com- 
pared with theſe ? O how glorious a dignity it is- to be 
0 & heir 
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heir apparent to a heavenly and eternal kingdom? Q 
how happy, in the mean time, during our mortal pil- 
grimage, to walk and converſe with (30d ; to be as 
familiar as one pleaſes with this great king ; to have 
admittance into his cloſet whenever we will; to have 
an aſſurance from him of a favorable audience, and af 
obtaining all our requeſts &c? How truly honorable 
is it to have one's name enrolled in the book of life ; 
one's character eſtabliſhed, not in the mean village of 
this world (which nevertheleſs cannot help admiring 
and eſteeming true virtue) but in the great city of God, 
the heavenly Jeruſalem ? O my foul, tet fuch honours 
as theſe be the only objects of thy ambition. 
Conſider 2dly, how rich the juſt man is: not always 
indeed in thoſe worldly poſſeffions, which every acci- 
dent may take away ; and which can never ſatisfy the 


heart: but in treaſures infinitely more valuable of vir- 


tue, grace, and merit, which all the money in the 
world is not fufficient to purchaſe ; and which make 
the ſoul rich for err But the ſervants of God 
have a ſtill greater treaſure than this, viz. God him- 
ſelf ; whom the whole world cannot take from them, 
as long as they take care- not to drive him away, by 
wilful ſin. He is their protector, and their reward ex- 
ceeding great. Gen. xv. He is always with them : he 
is a tender father to them ; the eye of his ſpecial provi- 
dence is ever upon them; his Angels encamp about 
them, to defend them, and deliver them from evil. In 
a word, God is all things to them that fear and love 
him: ſo that even as to the goods of this world, he 
never forſakes thoſe that do not firſt forſake him. O 
my ſoul, fee thou ſeek no other treaſure but him : He 
will. make thee rich indeed : fear no loſs but the lofing 
of him : If thou haſt him, nothing can make thee 
miſerable : -but without him nothing can make thee 


happy. 


Conſider 3dly,” the ſolid pleaſures that attend a vir- 
tuous life: ſuch as the ſatisfaction, peace and joy of a 


good conſcience; the ſenſe that holy fouls have of 


Gods 
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Gods goodneſs, and love for them; the experience 
they have of his ſweetneſs, in their recollection and 
prayer; the conſolations of the Holy Ghoſt, and the 
raviſhing delights they often find in God, as a certain 
foretaſte of the joys of heaven; the comfortable proſ- 
pect of a happy eternity, after their ſhort mortal pilgri- 
mage; and above all their love of God, and a bleſſed con- 
formity to his will in all things, which ſweetens even 
their greateſt croſſes. Such pleaſures as theſe are far 
beyond all that worldlings can pretend to: pleaſures pure 
and ſpiritual, which have ſupported, and even given 
an inexpreſſible joy, to the martyrs, under the worſt of 
their torments: which have ſweetned all the labours and 
penitential auſteritees of other ſaints ; and made them 
think whole nights too ſhort, when ſpent with God in 
prayer. O] how great then is that errour, how per- 
nicious is that deceit, by which ſatan perſwades the 
children of this world, that there are no pleaſures in a 
virtuous life; whereas indeed there is no true pleaſure 
any where elſe. n | 

Conclude, ſince thy whole happineſs, in time, as 
well as eternity, depends. entirely upon loving and 
ſerving God; to ſet out from this hour in queſt of 
this happineſs, by entring upon the beautiful path of 


virtue, which alone can bring thee to it. ; 


January 24. 
On the vanity of all thoſe things, that keep world- 
lings from the ſervice of God. 


O ONSID ER firſt, how truly vain all thoſe 
things are which poor deluded worldlings prefer 
before their God: empty bubbles, mere toys and 
trifles, falſe appearances, deceitful baits, laid by the ene- 
my to catch their ſouls; gilded pills, that conceal a 
deadly poiſon ; deluding dreams; and airy phantoms, 
that will all vaniſh away in a moment, and leave both 
their hands, and their hearts empty: and then alas 

| | 1 the 
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the ſcene will change; and their fool's paradiſe 7 
imaginary happineſs, ſhall turn to real, dreadful at 
everlaſting evils. O ye children of men, how lang will 
you be in love with vanity ? how long will you run after 
mere lies, and deceit © Reflect upon thoſe that are gone 
before you; upon thoſe that have enjoyed the moſt of 
what this world could afford of honours, riches and 
pleaſures: and tell me what judgment you think they 
make of them now. O they will 8 cry out 
eſe things 
they found nothing but vanity and vexation o ſpirit 
They will loudly condemn their own paſt folly and 
madneſs, in having ſet their hearts upon ſuch toys, 


to the loſs of God and their fouls. 


Conſider 2dly, and take a nearer view of theſe world- 
ly idols, theſe phantems of honours, riches and plea- 
ſures; and ſee with what toil they are acquired, with what 
cares and fears they are poſſeſſed; how eaſily they are 
loſt ; how great evils they are expoſed to; what a ſla- 
very they bring along with them; how ſhort, and 
how unconſtant they are; how falſe and deceitful ; 
how often embittered with gall: how mean, and un- 
worthy the affections of a Chriſtian; how far beneath 
the dignity of an immortal ſoul, made for nothing leſs 
than God; and how uncapable of giving any ſolid con- 
tent or ſatisfaction to a heart that can never reſt but in 
its maker. O how truly miſerable then are all theſe 
children'of Babylon, who are enſlaved to things fo baſe, 
ſo vile, ſo filthy ! How wretched is that life that is all 
ſpent in this manner, in weaving cobwebs, in running 
after butterflies, in catching at ſhadows ! in ſquander- 
ing away thoſe precious hours, that were given to ſe- 
cure to the ſoul a happy eternity, in impertinent amuſe- 
ment, in idle, fooliſh and often finful converſation ; in 


drefling out, or pampering a carcaſe that muſt quickly 


be the food of worms, in publick houſes, in hanging 
over a paek of cards, in reading love tales and roman- 
ces, and fuch like empty fooleries. Surely ſuch a 
life as this muſt be moſt irkſome and tedious, void 4 


— 4 = « * - — —_— * 
— — "oY MPI — — — "Y A 
* : G 
r re _— — —— I — 


gion, and a bloody perſecuter of the church of Chriſt, 


46 MrDITATITIONs for 
all true content, joy, peace, or comfort here, and of 
all proſpect of happineſs hereafter. 

Conſider 3dly, how this folly and miſery of world- 
lings is deſcribed by the prophet IJſaias chap. lix. 
where he tells them that they put their truſt in that 
which is a mere nothing; that they ſpeak wanittes ; 
that is, that their whole diſcourſe and converſation is 
empty, fooliſh, and nothing to the purpoſe ; that they 
concerve labour, and bring forth iniquity : that they are 
ſitting day and night upon the eggs of aſps, (moſt poi- 
ſonous ſerpents) which if they eat will bring preſent 
death; and if they hatch, will turn out ſerpents, and 
deſtroy them. - That all their works are but ſpending 


their bowels in weaving ſpiders. webs, which can never 


cleath them; unprofitable works, fit for nothing but to 


catch flies: that their thoughts and devices are all vain . | 


and wnprofitable; and that their ways lead to deſtruction: 
that their paths are crooked ; and that there is no judg- 
ment in their ſteps; and that whoſoever treadeth in 
them, knoweth no peace. O ſee how pathetically the 
holy Spirit has here deſcribed the pains and Jabours 
poor worldlings take in the purſuit of lying madneſſes 


which bringall kindof evils and death to their ſouls, with- 


out any manner of real profit, or pleaſure: and learn 
thou to be more wiſe than to walk in their footſteps. 
Conclude never to imitate this wretched choice of 
blind mortals, who turn away from God to follow 
after cheating vanities : but to deſpiſe from thy heart 
all thoſe childiſh toys, and to turn to the charming paths 
of wiſdom, virtue and truth, 


January 25. 
On the Converſion of St. Paul. 


NONSIDER firſt, and admire the wonders of 
\ the grace of God, in the converſion of St. Paul, 
ſuddenly changed from a fiery zealot for the Jews re- 


to 


— 
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Ito nations and. kings, a doctor of the gentiles, an 
apoſtle of Jeſus Chriſt, and a moſt eminent Saint. 
Learn from hence the greatneſs of God's mercy, and 
the power of his grace : learn never to deſpair of the 
converſion of any one, how remote ſoever he may 
ſeem from the faith, or grace of God: who could be 
more remote than the convert of this day. Aſſure 
thyſelf that the hand of God is not ſhortened : and that 
his power, mercy and goodneſs is as great now as ever: 
and therefore never ceaſe to pray to God for the con- 
verſion of infidels and ſinners. Tis likely the con- 
verſion of St. Paul is in a great meaſure owing to the 
prayers of St. Stephen. Join with the church on this 
day, in glorifying God, and returning him thanks 
through Jeſus Chriſt, for the wonders of his mercy, 
and grace in St. Paul, and the many thouſands he has 
brought through his preaching to the ways of truth and 
life. | 2 
Conſider 2dly, that the converſion of St. Paul is, by 
the church, ſet before our eyes this day, as a model of a 
perfect converſion, from which ſinners may learn, Iſt, 
how readily they ought to correſpond with the calls and 
graces of God inviting them home, 2. how they ought 
to yield themſelves up entirely to him, and 3. what 
their lives ought afterwards to be, in conſequence of that 
diſtinguiſhing mercy which God has ſhewed them in 
their converſion. Paul was no ſooner called by the 
voice of Jeſus Chriſt, but he preſently obeyed the call, 
and yielded himſelf up to be his forever. His prayer 
he then made was ſhort in words, but very expreſſive of 
the perfect diſpoſition of his ſoul in this regard, and of 
the ſacrifice he deſired to make of himſelf, without the 
leaſt reſerve, to the holy will of him that called him. 
Lord, ſaid he, what wilt thou have me to do ? As much 
as to ſay; My heart is ready, O God, my heart is ready: 
here I am proſtrate at thy feet, deſirous: only to know, 
and to do thy will; ſend me where thou pleaſeſt 2 
f 4 : f ; Ain 
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dain eoneerning me what thou pleaſeſt; I deſire to be 
chine in life and death: I deſire to have no exceptions 
at all to thy bleſſed will. See alſo how, being ſent into 
the eity, where he was to learn of Ananias the will of 
God, and to receive from him the ſacrament of rege- | 
neration, for the waſhing away his ſins ; he there con- 
tinues for three whole days, neither eating, nor drink- | 
ing, but wholly employed in prayer. O this was fhew- 
ing himſelf to be a convert indeed; this was being 
quite in earneſt in preparing himfelf for his baptiſm ; 
this was laying a ſolid foundation for a new life; O 
that all penitents would ſet this great example before 
their eyes, when they pretend to make their peace with 
God; and would, like Paul, prepare themſelves, by 
fervent and long continued prayer, joined with the ex- 
ercifes of mortification and penance ! thus we fhould 
ſee other ſort of converſions, than we commonly meet 
with now a- days. ? 
Conſider 30, , the ſentiments of St. Paul, with re- 
gard to the life he looked upon himſelf obliged to lead, 
in conſequence of the mercy God had ſhewed to him 
in his converfion, He had ever before his eyes the 


Chrift bad loved tim, and had died for him; and there- 
fore the love of Chrift preſfed him, that he might live 
no longer to himſelf, but to Him who had ſhewed Wh 


atneſs of this mercy : he confidered himſelf as havin h 

en, to his thinking, the greateſt of all finners ; wg P 
how God had ſpared him all the while he went on in * 
his ſins; and, without any merit on his part, had, by WW ® 
an evident miracle, wrought in an inftant, that total 4 
change in him: and therefore he was convinced, ashe h 
both declared in his words, and ſhewed forth in his . 
practice, that he could do no leſs than devote his whole c 
life! to the love and ſervice of his Saviour, to teſtify his b 
e for the love he had ſhewed to him. This con- . 

eration carried him through all his Iabours and af- 
fictions, and animated him to meet death in all its 
ſhapes; (for he was dying darly as he tells us) becanfe / 
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* to be ercy. O that all converts would have the like ſenti- 
eptions ments | we Y 
nt into | Conclude to learn in practice the leſſons which St. 
vill of paul teaches you in his converſion, and in particular to 
' rege- ave a great eſteem of the grace of reconciliation, and of 
con- hat unſpeakable mercy and love, which God has ſhew- 
drink- a; you, in receiving you again, after you had fallen from 
flew. im by ſin. Learn alſo from him to teſtify your grati+ 
being ude, by dedicating yourſelves hence-forward, in good 
tim ; arneſt, to the love and ſervice of him who has done 


50 ſuch great things for you. 


before 

with 

„ by | January 26. 
ory On the evil of morial fin. 


ONSIDER firſt, the enormous malice of mor- 
tal ſin, inaſmuch as it is infinitely oppoſite to the 


lead, infinite goodneſs of God; and thou wilt find it to be a 
him bottomleſs pit, which no created underſtanding can fa- 
the thom. As none but God himſelf can fully comprehend 
vin his own infinite goodnefs, ſo none but God himſelf can 
190 perfectly comprehend the infinite enormity that is found 
1 in in this oppoſite evil. And as God eſſentially loves his 
by own goodneſs, with an infinite love, and cannot ceaſe 


to love it, no more than he can ceaſe to be God: ſo 
he eſſentially hates mortal fin with an infinite hatred ; 
and cannot ceaſe to hate it, wherever he ſees it. Ani 
didſt thou think, my ſoul, that thou waſt committing ſo 
great, ſo dreadful, ſo abominable an evil, when Fr 
thou rebelledſt againſt thy God by mortal fin? O how 
couldſt thou dare fo often to repeat this enormous trea- 
ſon | or how couldſt thou endure to carry about with 
thee, for ſo long a time, ſo odious, ſo hideous a mon- 
ſter? O how much art thou indebted to the boundleſs 
mercies of thy God, and to the precious blood of his 
Son, that he has tolerated thee ſo long, and not caſt 
thee long ago into hell ! | 


Vol. I. F "ſs Con- 
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mous weight hereafter. If they did but ſufficiently * 


commit a mortal ſin, they would chooſe a thouſand 


- ample of this arch-rebel, by conſenting to mortal ſin, 
are, in ſome meaſure, guilty of the like perverſity: in- 
aſmuch as they turn away from God, as he did, affect- 


their own inclinations and paſſions before his 
allegiance to him, and diſclaim his authority and ſove- 


reignty over them; they refuſe to be ſubject to his laws: 
they condemn his wiſdom ; they Wight his juſtice ; they 
ow, 
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\ Conſider 2dly, that there is not upon earth, no nor 
in hell itſelf, a greater evil than mortal ſin : 'tis without 
any compariſon, the greateſt of all evils; it is the pa- 
rent both of the devil and of hell, for hell was only 
made for mortal fin, and the devil was an angel till he 
was transformed into a devil by mortal fin. So that, in 
truth, mortal fin is a monſter more hideous than hell; 
more filthy and abominable than the devil himſelf. This 
dreadful evil, which the damned ſee and feel, for all 
eternity, in the midſt of their fouls, torments them more 
than all the devils : *tis this that oppreſſes them with ics | 
everlaſting weight; 'tis this that feeds the ever-gnaw- | 
ing worm of their guilty conſcience; *tis this is the 

fewel of that fire that never is extinguiſhed ; 'tis this 
that eternally poſſeſſes their ſouls, and both keeps God 
eternally from them, and them eternally from God. Oh 
that ſinners had but a juſt notion of this dreadful evil here! 
It would effectually keep them from feeling its enor- 


prehend what they are going to do, when they offer to 


deaths before ſo great an evil. 
Conſider 3dly, that what makes fin the greateſt of all 
evils, is becauſe it ſtrikes at God himſelf. It is a re- 
bellion ; 'tis a high treaſon againſt him, Satan, the 
firſt finner, proudly, ſought to place himſelf in the 
throne of God; and all that unhappily follow the ex, 


ing, in the like manner, an independency on God; and 
impiouſly prefer their own will, and the gratifying 

Foly will, 
and his divine ordinances. Thus they renounce their 


abuſe his mercy and goodneſs ; inſtead of ſeeking 
in the fir place (as upon all accounts they are bound to 


\ a ; 2 * col a 
go) the glory of theit Mager's name, the propagotion of 
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his kingdom, and the fulfilling of his will, they, ſetup 
that idol elf in the place of the living God; 15 ſeek 
their own worldly honour, intereſt, and pleaſure, more 
than his: and to this unhappy idol of their own, ſelf- 
love, they ſacrifice their ſoul and conſcience, their God 
and all. And can there be any other evil comparable 
to this? | | 8 
Conclude utterly to renounce, deteſt, and abhor, for 
the time to come, all mortal ſin; and to fly it more than 
hell itſelf. And as to all thy paſt guilt in this kind, 
bewail it from thy heart as the greateſt of all evils, and 
do penance for it all thy life time. | 


January 27. 0 og a 


On the manifold aggravations that are found in 
| mortal ſin. | 


ONSIDER firſt, that, beſides the bottomleſs 
depth of the malice of mortal fin, from its oppo- 
ſition to the infinite goodneſs of God, and the high trea- 
ſon it contains againſt his divine majeſty, there are di- 
vers other enormities and moſt heinous aggravations in 
every mortal ſin, that beyond meaſure extend and mul- 
tiply its guilt, The firſt of theſe is the ſinner's black 
ingratitude to God, which is a circumſtance that vio- 
lently aggravates the guilt of every fin he commits a- 

ainft his Maker and Redeemer, his ancient lover, his 
deareft friend, and perpetual benefactor; from whom 
he has received, and daily receives, all that he has, and 
all that he is; and this out of pure love, without any 
deſert on his part, and ſuch a love as can ſuffer no com- 
_ pariſon, ſince it has brought the lover down from hea- 
ven, to die for this very wretch that dares thus un- 
gratefully to offend him, and to crucify him again by ſin. 
| T'know not whether any of the devils in hell, if God 
had done fo much for them, would ever have been fo- 
ungrateful as to offend him any more. 
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1 Conſider 2dly, the manifold: injuſtice that is ſound 
1 in every mortal fin, in the violation of all the rights 
14 and titles that God has to us, and to our love and ſer- 
it vice; as he is our firſt beginning, and our laſt end, who | 
. made us, and made us for himſelf: as he is the very 
| being of our beings, the great monarch of the whole 
creation, the Lord of us and of all things; as he has 
purchaſed us for himſelf, and marked us out for his own ; | 
and we, on our part, have been ſolemnly dedicated and | 
.conſecrated to him, that we might be his both for time 
| and eternity. The wretched ſinner breaks through all 
theſe conſiderations ; withdraws himſelf from his Ma- 
. ker, his King, his Lord, and his Redeemer ; -villainouſ- | 
ly and ſacrilegiouſly alienates from him, what, upon all 
theſe titles, is ſtrictly his; and makes all over to his | 
mortal enemy ; and in exchange for ſome petty trifle, 
he ſells to him both his ſoul and his God. | 
not ſuch an enormous injuſtice cry to heaven for ven- 
geance ? More eſpecially in Chriſtians ;-in whom it is 
Joined with the aggravating circumſtances of a profa- 
nation of the temple of God ; and of a notorious per- 
fidiouſnefs, by the violation of their ſolemn vows and 
ments made to him. | Y 
Conſider 3dly, that in every mortal fin, there is found 
in ſome meaſure the guilt of the breach of all the ten 
commandments, according to that of St. James ii. 10. 
He that offends in one point is guilty of all. Becauſe, 
whoſoever willfully breaks through any part of the di- 
|! vine law by mortal fin, violates the firſt commandment, 
1 by turning away from the true and living God, and re- 
| fuſing him the worſhip that is due to him, he is guilty of 
1 idolatry, by worſhipping the creature, which is the ob- 
| ject, or occaſion of his fin, rather than the creator, who 
is bleſſed for ever, Rom. i, He profanes the facred 
name of God, and blaſphemes him, if not in words, at 
leaſt in ſacts, by treading his authority under foot. He 
violates the true and everlaſting ſabbath of God's reſt, 
by the ſervile work of fin, by which he makes himſelf a 
flave to Satan. He diſſionours, in a moſt outrageous 


manner, the beſt of fathers, He is guilty of Ne N 
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whom he crucifies by fin, He is guilty of a ſpiritual 
adultery, by proſtituting to Satan his ſoul which has 
been eſpouſed to Chriſt. He is guilty of theft, robbery,. 
and facrilege, as we have ſeen above, by taking away 
from God what belongs to him. He bears falſe wit- 
neſs in fact againſt the law of God, in favour of lies and 
deceit, for all fin is a lie. And, that nothing may be 
wanting to compleat his wickedneſs, he is guilty of co- 
veting what is not his, and what he has no right to; 
and what the law of God reſtrains him from. So ma- 
nifold is the guilt that is found in any one wilful ſin. 
Conclude to deteſt the ingratitude, injuſtice, perfidi- 
ouſneſs, and all the other aggravations, that are found 
in mortal fin; and to make it thy continual prayer, 
that thou mayſt rather die ten thouſand deaths, than 
once incur this dreadful complication of all evils, 
4 


January 28. 
On the preſumption, folly, and madneſs, of the 


di ful ſinner. 


C ONSID E R firſt, the deſperate preſumption of 

a worm of the earth, that dares to attack, by wil- 
ful ſin, the Almighty Lord and Maker of heaven and 
earth; who holds the thread of his life in his hand, and 
can in that moment let him drop into hell. And what 
can the wretch expect from making war with God? 
With a God who is eternal, immenſe, and every way 
infinite: a God whoſe eye is ever upon all his ways; 
and who has an infinite hatred for mortal fin: a 
God without whom he can neither live, move, nor 
be? What then can he expect from making this God 
his enemy, but the loſs of all manner of good, and the 
incurring of all miſery, both temporal and eternal. A- 
las] from the moment he engages in this deſperate war, 
the ſword of God is drawn againſt him, and continu- 
ally hangs over his guilty head, and the perils of death, 
judgment, and hell, encompaſs him on all fides. The 
36 7 3 captain 
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captain himſelf, whom he follows in this warfare; is al- 
ready damned ; his fellow-ſoldiers are daily falling down 
the precipice, and crowding into hell ; and what has he 
to hope for ? 
Conſider 2dly, the folly and madneſs that is found 
in every wilful fin: foraſmuch as the wilful ſinner, by 
his own act and deed, freely and deliberately parts wit 
his God, an infinite good, and the ſource of all his 
good; gives up his title to heaven, together with all his 
treaſures of virtue, grace, and merit, and ſells his ſoul 
into the bargain, to be a ſlave to Satan here, and a vic- 
tim of hell hereafter: and in exchange ſor all this, he 
purchaſes nothing but bubbles and ſhadows, that are un- 
able to afford him one moment of ſolid content, that 
leave nothing behind them but uneaſineſs and remorſe ; 
and continually expoſe him to all kind of miſery, both 
for time and eternity? And is it poſſible to conceive a 
greater madneſs than this? Alas! it is exchanging heav- 
en for hell, God for the devil? the ſupreme and in- 
_ good, for the very abyſs of endleſs and infinite 
evils. 
Conſider 3dly, the folly and madneſs of ſinners in 
looking for any ſucceſs in their ways, or bleſſing on 
their undertakings, whilſt they oppoſe, by wilful ſin, 
the holy will of God, and violate his divine law and 
commandments. All men have an in-bred deſuꝶ of 
their own well-being ; this the ſinner pretends to feek  * 
in the unhappy choice he makes, whenever he indulges . 
himſelf in fin : but alas ! in vain does he ſeek it where 
tis not to be found, He ſeeks for happineſs in the way 
that leads to all kind of miſery ; he ſeeks for honour in 
that, which is in itſelf moſt diſgraceful, and which ſtrips 
him of all true honour : he ſeeks an imaginary gain in 
that which brings with it the greateſt of all loſſes : he 
ſeeks for pleaſure, and meets with pain, difcontent, and 
uneaſineſs: he ſeeks for peace and joy, and finds no- 
thing but diſturbance and ſorrow : he ſeeks for a falſe 
liberty, and falls into true ſlavery : he ſeeks for life, but 
2ll in vain ; becauſe he ſeeks it in the region of death, 
And can any thing be more extravagant and mad, than 
NC a to 
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ſeek for an , whilſt one wilfully turns one's 
. upon the wg of all good? Alas] the foul here 
experiences to her coſt, in the oppoſition and diſap- 
pointments ſhe meets with, in all her projects and all 
her purſuits, the truth of thoſe menaces of God by the 
prophet Oſee, Ofee ii. 6. &. I will hedge up thy way 
with thorns, and I will flop it up with a wall; and ſbe 
Hall not find her paths. And ſhe Hall follow after her 
lovers, and. ſhall not overtake them; and ſhe fhall ſeek 
them, and ſhall not find them, &c. For tis even thus the 
poor ſinner, in all he turns to, when he turns away from 
God, meets with a hedge of thorns in his way, which 
he cannot paſs over, and runs after a ſhadow that flies 
away from him. : 

Conclude to be more wiſe, and to ſeek thy happineſs 
where it is to be found, that is, in the love and ſervice 
of God: if thou ſeek it any where elſe, thou ſhalt loſe 
thy labour; and be in danger of loſing thyſelf too, 
and of condemning thy folly and madneſs for a Jong 
eternity. | | Nat 


January 29. | 
On the diſmal bavock fin has made in the world.” 


I. ONSIDER the havock this monſtrous evil 
of wilful ſin made, in its firſt conception, in 
heaven itſelf; when one fin, conſented to but in 
thought, changed in an inftant millions of moſt beautiful 


Angels into ugly devils ; caft them out of heaven, and 


condemned them eternally to hell. O dreadful poiſon; 
that canſt thus blaſt in a moment ſo many legions of 
heavenly ſpirits ! O dreadful guilt that canſt draw ſuch 
a diſmal, and irrevocable judgment from a God, whoſe - 
very nature is goodneſs, and who loves all his works} 


upon his favourite creatures! and thou, my foul, that 


knowedſt this, how didſt thou ever dare to ſin? And 
how hath thy God been able to endure thee, under the 
gvilt-of ſo many treafons? t 
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2. Conſider, the havock fin has made upon earth, 
waen this monſter, baniſhed from heaven, was en- 
tertained by our firſt parents, in the earthly paradiſe. 
Alas! in one moment it ſtript them and all their race 
of that original juſtice, innocence and ſanctity in which 
they were created, and of all the gifts of divine grace 
it wounded them in all the powers of the ſoul; it gave 
them up to the tyranny of ſatan, it caſt them out of 
paradiſe, and condemned them both to a temporal and 
eternal death, In the mean time it let looſe upon them 
a whole army of all manner of evils, both of ſoul and 
body; which are all of them the diſmal conſequences 
of fin; and has entailed upon all mankind an unexpreſ- 
ſible weakneſs with regard to the doing of good; and a 
violent inclination to evil; which has filled the world 
with innumerable ſins, and - with innumerable moſt 
dreadful judgments both upon particulars, and upon 
whole nations, in puniſhment of fin. 

3. Conſider, that fin by infecting and corrupting ſo 
many of the principal creatures of God, has in ſome 
meaſure blaſted the whole creation, and ſubjected the 
whole to many evils, which the Apoſtle (Rom. viii 20 
21) calls the ſervitude of corruption, inaſmuch as 
God's creatures are abuſed by men and devils and 
made ſubſervient to fin and corruption; as alſo vanity, 
inaſmuch as by occafion of ſin, they are alſo liable to a 
perpetual inſtability, and a variety of defects. Hence the 
whole creation, by a figure of ſpeech, is ſaid by the A- 
poſtle to groan, and to be in labour; longing as it were 
for its deliverance from its unhappy ſubjection to ſin, 
into the liberty of the glory of the children of God; which 
ſhall then be accompliſhed, when the reign of ſin ſhall 
be utterly aboliſhed; and the world: being purged by 
the laſt fire, God fhall make for his children, new heav- 
ens and à new earth, in which juſtice ſhall dwell. 2. 
Peter iii. 13. O when ſhall that happy hour come 
when ſhall this | helliſh monſter ſin be forever ex- 
cluded from all other parts of the creation; and ſhut 
up in its proper place, never to come out to blaſt "the 
world any more | $608 ware 
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Conclude to abhor the evil that has made ſuch dread- 
ful havock both in heaven and earth; and to ſpare 
no pains for the aboliſhing of it both in thyſelf, and 

in all others. FBI) 


January 30. 


On the diſmal havock fin makes in the Soul of 4 
— Chriſtian. * 


1.FN ONSIDER, how ſtrangely the ſoul is changed, 
that falls from the ſtate of grace into mortal ſin. 

The metamorphoſe. is not unlike to that of an angel 
into a devil. A ſoul in grace is a child of God, a 
ſpouſe of Jeſus Chriſt, a temple of the Holy Spirit. 
But in the moment ſhe conſents to mortal ſin, ſhe for- 
feits all her honour and dignity ; ſhe becomes a ſlave 
of hell, 2 proſtitute to ſatan, a den of unclean ſpirits. 
A foul in grace is-beautiful, like an angel, and agrea- 
ble to the eyes of God and his ſaints : but a ſoul in 
mortal ſin is ugly like the devil, and moſt odious, filthy 
and loathſome to her Maker, and all his heavenly court. 
A ſoul in grace is very rich, ſhe is worth an eternal 
kingdom; ſhe always carries her God about with her, 
and is entitled to the eternal poſſeflion of him: but 
when ſhe falls into mortal fin, ſhe loſes at once all her 
ſtore of virtue and merit, ſhe becomes wretchedly poor 
and miſerable, and inſtead of poſſeſſing God, ſhe is 
poſſeſſed. by the devil. _ 21588 E460 
2. Conſider, that fin gives a mortal wound to the 

ſoul; it is the death of the ſoul. For as it is the ſoul 
of man that gives life to the body; and when the ſoul is 
departed, the body is dead; and becomes a lump of 
clay, without either ſenſe or motion: ſo 'tis the grace 
of God that gives life to the ſoul ; and that ſoul is 
dead, . which by mortal ſin has loſt her God, and drove 
away his grace from her. O diſmal ſeparation! O 
dreadful death indeed, which, wanteth nothing but eter- 
nity to make it hell! ! Sinners, how can you endure 
#03 - | your» 
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yourſelves under this wretched condition? If a dead 
Carcaſe, from which the ſoul is gone, be ſo very 
loathſome and frightful, that few would endure to pals 
one night in the ſame bed-with ſuch a bedfellow ; how 
Can you bear to carry continually about with you,” night 
and day, a filthy carcaſe of a ſoul dead in mortal fin ; 
and quite putrified and corrupted by her ſinful habits.? 
Ah! open your eyes now at leaſt, to ſee your deplo- 
rable caſe; and to deteſt the monſter fin, the cauſe 
of all your miſery. O run to him, without any further 
delay, by humble prayer, and repentance, who alone 
can raiſe the dead to life | | 
- 3. Conſider how true that is of the ſcripture, that 
they that commit fin and iniquity are enemies to their own 
ſeul, Tob. xii. 10. And that he that loveth iniquity 
Hateth his own ſoul, Pf. x. 6. Since of all the evils 
that we can poſſibly incur, either here or hereafter, 
there is none comparable to the evil, we bring upon 
ourſelves by mortal ſin : fo. that if all men upon earth, 
- and all the devils in hell, ſhould all conſpire together, 
with a general licence from God, to do us all the miſ- 
chief, and to inflict upon us all the torments they 
could invent; they could never do us half ſo much hurt 
as we do ourſelves by one mortal ſin. Becauſe all that 
they can do, as long as we don't conſent to ſin, cannot 
hurt the ſoul; whereas we ourſelves, by conſenting to 
any one mortal fin, bring upon our own ſouls, a 
dreadful death, both for time and eternity. Good 
God! never ſuffer us to be ſo wretchedly blind, as 
to become thus the wilful murtherers of our own 
ſouls. 5 | . 
Conclude never more to join thyfelf with thy mortal 
enemies the world, the fleſh, or the devil, in wagin 
war againſt thy own ſoul by wilful fin. But make it 
thy continual prayer to God, that he would, neve! 
ſuffer thee at any rate to conſent to ſo great an evil; 
though thou wert even to endure a thouſand deaths for 
the refuſal, 3 
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January 31. 
On the judgments of God upon mortal fon. 


ONSIDE R firſt, that beſides all the ſad effects 
of mortal fin, already mentioned, which are 
more than ſufficient to demonſtrate how heinous this 
worlt of evils is in the fight of God; there ſtill remain 
divers other convincing arguments of the hatred God 
bears to it, from the manifold judgments he has of 
old, and daily does, execute upon them, that are guilty - 
of it ; and ſhall continue to execute, to the end of the 
world, and even to all eternity, Witneſs of old the 
judgment of the deluge, which in puniſhment of the 
general corruption of all fleſh, ſwept off at once all 
the ſinners of the earth, and hurried them down 
to hell, Witneſs. the judgment of fire from heaven 
on Sodom and the neighbouring cities: witneſs the 
many judgments on the rebel Iſraelites in the wilder- 
neſs; particularly that remarkable one of the earth 
opening, and ſwallowing up alive Kore and his com- 
panions; and the fire from the Lord, deſtroying in an 
inſtant fourteen thouſand ſeven hundred of their abet- 
tors Numb. xvi. Witneſs, in every age of the world, 
millions that have been hurried away when they leaſt 
expected it, by violent or untimely death in puniſh- 
ment of their crying ſins; beſides many _ inſtances 
of flouriſhing cities, yea, and of whole nations too 
deſtroyed by wars, peitilences, famines, earthquakey 
&c. all brought upon them by their fins. O great 
God! who ſhall not fear thy almighty wrath, which 
always looks towards wilful ſinners? who ſhall not 
fear the dreadful evil of mortal Sin, which thus pro- 
yokes thy avenging juſtice? _ gh SR 

Conſider 2dly, that tho' theſe viſible judgments of 
God upon impenitent ſinners, by which they are 

ſnatched away before their time by unprovided death 
in the midit of their fins, be both very comte n, an 
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very terrible : yet there is another kind of more ſecret 
judgments, which he daily executes upon thouſands, 
which is far more terrible; inaſmuch as it brings 
upon them a far more dreadful damnation. And that 
is, when in puniſhment of their abuſe of grace, and ob- 
ſtinacy in ſin, he gives them up at length to a repro- 
bate ſenſe, and to a blindneſs and hardneſs of heart: 
ſo that they have now no more any fear, or thought 
of God, or his judgments, or any concern at all for 
their ſouls, or for eternity. Now this is indeed the broad 
road to final impenitence, and is in its conſequences 
the very worſt of all God's judgments. It was thus he 
did by the Jews, according to the prediction of the roy- 
al prophet Pſ. Ixviii, letting their eyes be darkened, that 
they ſhould not ſee ; and bowing down their back always. 
adding iniquity upon their intquity, &c. viz, by with- 
drawing his lights and his graces from them; and fo 
giving them up to their own wicked inclinations: and 
thus he daily does with thouſands of habitual ſinners, 
in puniſhment of their Lighting and reſiſting his' re- 
peated calls Proverb. i. 24. &c. ſuffering them to go on in 
their wretched ways, and to add daily ſin upon ſin, 
without ever thinking of repentance) and conſequent- 
Iy hell upon hell: which proves at long run a far more 
dreadful judgment upon them, than if upon their firſt 
ſin, the earth had opened, and ſwallowed them down 
alive into hell. 
Conſider 3dly, the judgments of God upon mortal 
ſin, in the eternal duration of the torments of hell. O 
finners go down, now whilſt you are alive, into that 
bottomleſs pit; and take a ſerious view of the rigour 
of God's juſtice there, of that worm that never dies, 
of that fire that never is extinguiſhed, of that everlaſt- 
ing rage and deſpair, and' of all that complication of the 
worſt of evils, that is to be found in that woful dun- 
on: and then tell me what you think of the hatred 
God muſt bear to Ir OE fin; when he, who is 
infinitely good, and infinitely juſt, and cannot punifl 
any one beyond what he richly deſerves, condemns 
every ſoul that dies under any ſuch guilt, to — * 
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extremity of miſery, for all eternity. Surely the diſ- 
mal proſpect of this. ſcene of wo, muſt ſuffice to con- 
vince you of the enarmity of mortal fin. But if any 
thing be here wanting to a full conviction; turn your 
eyes upon Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God: and ſee how 
he was treated by the juſtice of his Father, for our ſins; 
which he had taken upon himſelf to expiate : fee him 
agonizing in the garden, and ſweating blood, under 
their enormous weight : ſee the multitude and variety 
of torments he endures for them, till his expiring upon 
a cruel and diſgraceful croſs; and how notwithſtanding . 
the infinite dignity of his perſon, the divine juſtice 
would admit of nothing leſs than of all theſe ſufferings 
of his own Son for the expiation of any one mortal fin: 
and I am perſwaded that the ſight of a God, crucified 
for ſin, muſt more effectually demonſtrate to you the 
hatred God bears to this monſtrous evil; than the 
ſight of hell itſelf, with all its dreadful, and everlaſting 
torments. | 

Conclude by giving thanks to God for having ſpared 
thee ſo long in thy fins : and reſolving now to labour in 
earneſt to avert by a ſerious and ſpeedy converſion, 
thoſe judgments, which thou mayſt have reaſon to 
apprehend, are actually hanging over thy head for 
thy ſuis. 


February 1. 
On not making light of venial fins. 
CO DER firſt, that although there be no 


manner of compariſon between the guilt of a 
mortal fin, and that of a venial ſin; as there is no 
manner of compariſon between a mote and a beam, 
Matt. vii. 3. Yet the guilt even of the leaſt venial 
fin, conſidering that it is an offenſe of a God, infinitely 
great, and infinitely good, is fo diſpleaſing in his ſight, 
that no ſoul that is ſtained with it, can ever be admitted 
into his preſence, till this guilt be purged away; and 
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no man living can be allowed, by any power in heaven 
or in earth, to commit any one venial ſin; no not to 
ſave a kingdom, or even to ſave the Whole world: be- 
cauſe the offenſe of God is a greater evil, than the loſs 
of the whole world: and we are not to do any thing 
that is evil to ſave the whole world. Chriſtians, do 
you think of this, when upon every trifling appre- 
henfion of incurring the diſpleaſure of man, you 
take refuge in a lie, which is ſure to dipleaſe your 
God? Do you think of this, when you go on with ſo 
little concern, indulging yourſelves in vanity, curioſity, 
ſenſuality, loſs of your pretious time, anger, impa- 
tience, and other ſinful habits, upon the notion that 
theſe are but venial fins; and therefore need not be 
regarded? Oh] you will find dne day to your coſt, 
how much you have been deceived, if you do not cor- 
rect in time this dangerous and pernicious errour, 

© Conſider 2dly, the danger, to which the ſoul ex- 
poſes herſelf, when ſhe makes light of venial fins ; 
even the danger of the very. worſt of evils, that is of 
mortal fin, and of all its dreadful confequences, both 
for time and eternity: according to that of the wiſe- 
man Ecchuf. xix. He that contemneth ſmall things, fhall 


fall by little and little. It is true, venial fin does not of 


itſelf immediately deſtroy, or drive away from the. ſoul 
the grace and love of God; and therefore does not of 
itſelf bring preſent death to the ſoul: as mortal ſin does: 
but then it weakens, and cools the fervour of divine 
love, it leſſens devotion, it hinders the inſpirations of 
the Holy Ghoſt from working effectually in the ſoul, 
it leaves the ſoul feeble and drowſy, fick and lan- 
guiſhing; ſo that upon the coming of a greater tempta- 
tion ſhe eaſily yields, and quickly falls into mortal ſin. 
And how can we expect it ſnould be otherwiſe, when 
we have ſo little regard to God, or his friendſhip and 
love, as not to care how much we diſpleaſe him, pro- 
vided we can but eſcape his avenging juſtice? Or how 
can the fire of the love of God be kept alive for any 
long time in the ſoul, when in inſtead of being — | 
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riſhed with its proper fewel, it 1 chu loſing 
round, by a diminution of its heat and ſtrength ? rt 
Conſider 3dly, that this danger of falling quickly 
into mortal ſin, by making little or no account of ve- 
nial ſins, is the greater, becauſe of the difficulty there 
often'is of ane betwixt what is mortal ſin and 
what is only venial: ſince even the beſt divines are 
often at a loſs, to find the limits between the one and 
the other. So that all ſuch as are in the unhappy: 
diſpoſition, of nene without ſcruple, as far as the 
utmoſt limits of venial fin can be extended; are daily 
expoſed to an evident danger, of ſlipping beyond the 
bounds, and of falling into the pit of mortal fin : The 
more becauſe of the manifold ſubtleties and deceits af 
ſelf-love, which is ever ready to favour, and to eu- 
cuſe the inclinations of corrupt nature; and in all ſuck; 
caſes to make that appear flight, which is really griev- 
ous: and the more ſtill, when perſons give themſelves. 
up to a tepid, negligent life, as they generally do, 
who make light of venial ſins: for this negligence 
takes the ſou] off from her guard, diſarms her, and 
lays her interiour open to the ſpiritual ſins of pride, 
envy, and ſuch like diſorders; which are mortal figs ;, 
and which eaſily prevail over careleſs ſouls, and are ſel- 
dom thoroughly cuzed. Nee 
Conclude with a ſincere reſolution of never wilfully 
and with full deliberation, conſenting to any one known 
ſin, how. venial ſoever it may ſeem to be; and much 
more of never indulging any habit or cuſtom of any 
ſuch fins. Tis hard to reconcile the indulging ſuch 
habits as theſe with the great commandment of the 
love of God above all things: at leaſt it cannot be 
expected that divine love ſhould abide to dwell 
for any long time in a heart where God is ſo. often 
ſlighted. | 
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(* ONSIDER firſt, that on this day, the bleſſed WM him 
Virgin Mary, according to the rites preſcribed {| 
by the ancient law, came to the temple of God,-to 
be purified after her childbearing, and to make her 
offering, according to what her poverty allowed, of 
2 pair of turtle doves, or two young pigeons, the one 
for a whole burnt-offering, the other as a ſacrifice | 
for ſin. Levitic. xii. Admire her ready obedience to a 
Jaw, in which in reality ſhe was not concerned, being 1 
exempted, by that ſingular priviledge of hers of bringing be J. 
forth her Son, without any detriment to her virginal ſh⸗ 
purity. Admire her humility, in being willing to paſs MM thi 
1 for a perſon unclean, ſhe that was more pure than'the | 
i Angels; and to be excluded for forty days from touch- 
| ing any thing that was holy, or coming near the i} 
| houſe. of God; and to be cleanſed, by a — * 
1 as if ſhe needed any ſuch expiation. Admire her love 


1 
5 - 
* * 


of puri, which brought her on this day to the tem- 
ple of God, to be there purified with theſe legal ſacri- 
He fices ; becauſe ſhe was deſirous of omitting nothing, 
| that could any ways contribute to encreaſe, or main- 

tain purity, And learn to imitate theſe three great 
virtues, viz. her ready obedience, . her profound hu- Y 
| . mility, and her great zeal and love for purity. - ; 
Conſider 2dly, that on this day, the bleſſed Virgin 

made a rich preſent to God, in his temple, infinitely Þ 
| ſurpaſſing all the offerings, that had ever been made 
| there before; when, according to the law of the fir/t- ii 
born, Exod. xiii. ſhe preſented her Son, the firſt-born © 
of the whole creation, by whom all things were made 
[] both viſible and inviſible, to his eternal Father. Pa- 
l rents learn to imitate this preſentation, by making 
an offering of your children to God, by the hands of 
Mary, to be dedicated forever to his love and ſervice. 
11 Chriſtians; learn to preſent him with your hearts, toge- 
| 40 | ; ther 
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every Day in the Tear. 657 
ther with all their offspring, your thoughts, words, and. 
deeds: learn to make an offering ts him of your 
whole being, every day, and every hour of your life. 
But then you muſt not ſtop here: you muſt alſo pre- 
ſent to him his Son Jeſus Chriſt, and yourſelves with 
him, and thro' him ; daily in the facred myſteries ; an 
hourly in the ſpiritual temple of your fouls. The 


| ES temple of God in Jeruſalem was highly honoured on 


this day, by the preſence of the Son of God, according 
to that propheſy. of Aggeus c. ii. The deſired of all 
nations fhall come: and I will fill this houſe with glory © 


ſaith the Lord of hoſts... . . Great ſhall be the 7577 
K 


of this laſt houſe more than of the firſt, ſaith the 


1 of hoſts : and in this place I will give peace ſaith the 


ord of hoſts. My ſoul , art not thou ambitious of a 
ſhare in this glory, peace, and happineſs? Invite then 
this ſame Son of God, the deſired F all nations, into 
thy inward houſe; and he will come and make thee 


4 che temple of his glory, and bring thee his true peace, 


which will make thee happy indeed, 

Conſider 3dly, that on this day the venerable Simeon, 
who had received a promiſe from the Holy Ghoſt, that 
he ſhould ſee the Saviour of the world before he died; 
coming by divine inftin& into the temple, whilſt our 
Lord was preſented there, took him into his arms, 
and declared him to be the promiſed Meſſias, the glory 
of Iſrael, and the light of all nations. At the ſame 
time that holy widow Anna the propheteſs, who for a 
great number of years had attended on the Lord in his 
temple by continual prayer and faſting, was alſo fa- 
voured with the like grace, and made: the like publick 
profeſſions of her faith in our infant Saviour, This 
facred meeting of ſo many perſons of ſuch eminent 
fanctity, in the temple of God, in company with the 
Son of God, and his bleſſed mother, the church cele- 
brates in the proceſſion of this day; which we make, 
with lighted candles in our hands ; that are ſolemnly 
bleſſed in the name af Chriſt, and received from the 
hand of God's prieſt, as emblems of the light of 
Chriſt. See then Chriſtian Sauls, witli what 1 
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of 1devotion you ought to receive, and to bear in you | mii 
Hands, theſe hallowed candles, as figures of Chriſt, 
O learn, on chis occaſion, of holy Simeon, to ſeek 


our ſouls. In the Epiſtle, we are put in mind by St. 
Paul (1 Cor. ix. and x.) that we are all here running 
in a race, in which we muſt puſh forward with all our 
power, or we ſhalt loſe the prize > that we are enga 
Ht a conflict, for an incorruptible crown; which is not 
to be obtained without much labour and ſelf-denial; 
That if we are nat in earneſt; notwithſtanding all. the 
diſtinguiſhing favours we have received, and: daily do 
receive from God; we ſhall: be in great danger, to be 
excluded, like the Iſraelites, from the true land oof 
promiſe. In the parable of the Goſpel, we are put in 


mind 


in 
Chriſt alone, to ſigh aſter him alone, to aſpire with your are 
whole ſouls after his embraces; deſpiſing all things pe. 
elſe that you may find him. O remember that he is the to 
true light of the world, in his life and doctrine; and att 
determine from this time forward ever to follow him. 

Conclude to ſtudy well all the leſſons, which are to th 
be learnt from the preſentation of the Son of God, and th 
the purification of his bleſſed mother; and to conform be 

vourſelves to them in the practice of your lives: that of 

fo being purified from all your fins,” you may alſo be de 

worthy to be one day preſented to God, in the —_— J. 

temple of his glory. O 

| 2 

Th F. h * : d 
11 On the parable of the labourers in the vingars, h 
| 1 on r Þ 15 
1 For SEPTUAGESIMA funday. mw - 
if eee firſt, that on this day we ; enter 1 t 
1 upon a time of devotion and penance, in the way ® t 
f | of a preparation for the ſolemn faſt of Lent: and there- c 
fore we are called upon by the church, both in the 1 

Epiſtle, and in the Goſpel of this ſunday, to begin now { 

at leaſt to be quite in earneſt, in the great concern of f 
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mind, that we have but one buſineſs in this world, 
which is here repreſented under the figure of labouring 
in the vineyard of our Lord: that in this labour we 
are to ſpend the ſhort day of our mortal life; and by 
perſevering till night in this labour, we are to ſecure 
to our ſouls the wages of a happy eternity. O let us 
attend well that we may learn theſe great leſſons |! 
Conſider 2dly, in the parable of this day's Goſpel, 
the infinite goodneſs of God, manifeſted to us, in 
that perpetual attention of his, in every age, ſince the - 
beginning of the world, and in every part of the life 
of man, to go out by his divine graces and calls ; and 


to invite, to hire and to ſend labourers into his vine- 


.yard, And after all what need has he of our Jabours ; 
or of what ſervice can we be to him? or what can we 
give him, which he does not firſt give to us? why then 
does he preſs us to labour, in his vineyard? QC | *tis 
his pure goodneſs and love; that he may make us for 
ever happy by our ſerving him here, and enjoying him 
hereafter, But what then is the meaning of this vine- 
yard of our Lord? and what is this labour that he calls 
for at our hands? The vineyard of the Lord of hoſts, 
ſaith the prophet Iſaias (C. v. 2 is the houſe of Iſrael, 
that is, the people of God; Ves: our on ſouls are 
the vineyard we are commanded to cultivate : no one 
can be excuſed from his ſhare in this labour: every one 
muſt at leaſt take care of one. To labour here to 
the purpoſe, we muſt in the firſt place root qut the 
poiſonous weeds of ſinful habits; and cut up all the 
thorns and briars of our vices and paſſions; and then 
we mult plant in their ſtead the good plants of Chriſtian 
virtues 3 and bring them on, by proper care and ma- 
nure, till they are capable of bringing forth fruit, that 
may anſwer the expectation of the great Lordi and 
maſter of the vineyard; and a e << 
how happy ſhalt we be, if by our labours, andhisble{- 
fing, we fo cultivate this little part of the Lord vine- 


yard, that falls to our ſhare, as to engage him to come 


to us, and:recteate himſelf there with us !! Ry 11113 
i IW RE 1 203 in ds 2 «x73 nl 5) an» | 
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Conſider 3dly, Chriſtian ſouls, how early in the 
morning, your good God invited you to work in his 
vineyard, by the early knowledge he gave you of him- 
ſelf, and of the end for which he brought you into 
the world; and how frequently he has preſſed you 


ever ſince, by his repeated graces and calls, in every ſoot 
part of your life, to oblige you to ſet about this work firſt 
in good earneſt. But can you ſay, you have yet be- ete1 
gun? May he not juſtly reproach you, as he did thoſe ply 
whom he found ftanding in the market place, at the pan 
eleventh hour; why ſtand you here all the day idle? im1 
Alas ! are you not idle, when you are doing nothi to 


to the purpoſe? And has not your whole life hitherto the 

been ſpent, in doing nothing to your purpoſe? Nothing | W to 

to anſwer the great end, the only: buſineſs, for which you 

were made? Have you not then been truly idle all the int 
day, that is all the time of your life? O begin now at irre 

leaſt to labour: perhaps this is your laſt hour: your 

day is far ſpent: the night is coming on, toben n man 

can work. John ix. 4. Work therefore now, whilſt ba 


you have time; leſt being ſurprized by the night, you WM 3 
may have no more time to work in, and ſo ſtarve for by 
eternity. = 0 9 1 ir pe 

Conclude to make good uſe of this freſh ſummons, fre 
by which you are called upon this day, by God and or 
his church, to go, and to labour in the vineyard f pe 
your ſouls: leſt otherwiſe by not correſponding to the - th 

Call, and by receiving this grace of God in vain, you = nc 
verify in yourſelves, that ſentence, with which our a 
Lord concludes the parable of this ſunday. Many art WM th 

callad, but few are choſen. df; t nig en ave u 


Pebruamy 4. e 
On the multitude of our fins. G 
1:FYON SID ER, O my ſoul, how long it is ſince 
chou waſt firſt ſo miſerable as to fall from thy 
God by ſin: and tw inch thy ſins have been muls 
tinlied ſince that unhgœ Alas] didſt thou not 
0 8 at 
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at thy firſt coming to the uſe of reaſon, forfeit thy 
baptiſmal innocence, and fall a prey to that helliſh- 
monſter? It was thy indiſpenſable - duty, in conſe- 
quence of thy creation, of thy redemption, and 
of thy baptiſmal engagements, to turn to God, as' 
ſoon as thou waſt capable of knowing him, as to thy- 
firſt beginning, and laſt end; and to dedicate thyſelf 
eternally to his love and ſervice. And didſt thou com- 
ply with this ſtriẽt obligation? Lucifer and his com- 
panions were caſt down headlong into hell, becauſe 
immediately after they were created, inſtead of turning 
to God, as they were bound to do, and dedicating 
themſelves wholly to him, they turned away from him, 
to take pride in themſelves : and haſt thou not imitated. 
theſe rebels, at the firſt dawning of thy reaſon, by turn- 
ing alſo thy back upon God, and by preferring thy own- 
3 inclinations, and every ſenſeleſs toy, before 

im ö | | . . 
2. Conſider, how after ſo wretched a beginning, thou 
haſt gone on for ſo many years, daily adding ſin to ſin; 
againſt God, againſt thy neighbour, againſt thyſelf, 
by work, by word, or by deſire: ſo that not one day, 
perhaps not even one hour, has yet paſſed, without 
frequently offending God, either by commiſſion, or 
omiſſion, by ignorance, frailty or malice. Alas ! my 
poor ſou], is it not true that even from thy childhood, 
thou waſt given to lies, paſſion and impurity ? Is it 
not true, that even then thy thoughts went continually 
aſtray from God, after lying fooleries and vanities ; that 
thy prayers were without attention; thy confeſſions 
without ſincerity, repentance, or amendment; and thy 
whole life and converſation, without any true ſenſe of 
God, or any ſolid good? And haſt thou grown any 
better, by growing older? Or haſt. thou not rather 
daily multiplied thy fins ; and ftill more and more cor- 
rupted, and defiled all thy powers and faculties, 
and all thy ſenſes and members, with repeated 
offenſes and treaſons; and continually perverted and 
abuſed all the gifts of God againſt the giver? O! 
paſs over. in thy mind (but let it be in the bitterneſs 


of 
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F thy foul) all thy years: and lament to find, that | 
thy fins: have been indeed far more numerous than 
the hairs of thy head, beſides an infinite multitude of 
hidden fins, or {tas which thou haſt occaſioned in others, 
which keep out of fight at prefent; but will all one 
day appear againſt thee. 8 
3. Conſider, to the end thou mayſt make a better 
judgment of the immenſe number of thy offenſes and 
tranſgreſſions, how little thou haſt complied, in any 
part of thy life, with the great duty of laviug God w1th 
thy whole heart; of dedicating thy whole ſelf to his 
ſervice, and of directing, ty a pure intention, all thy 
thoughts, words, and actions to him: how little re- 
ſtraint thou haſt put upon thy natural inclinations, too 
ſtrongly bent on evil, from thy very childhood: how 
little guard thou haſt kept upon thy roving thoughts 
and imaginat ans: how little attention thou haſt had 
not to offend ih words ; nor to give occaſion of offenſe 
to others, &c, Reflect alſo. how much of thy precious 
time thou haſt ſquandered away; how many graces thou 
haſt received in vain: how little thou haſt correſponded 


with the divine calls and inſpirations: how little uſes 55 
thou haſt made of the talents, with Which thou haſt. been, . 
intruſted: and how very ill thou haſt diſcharged thyſelf A 
of thy ſtewardſhip, in every part of thy life. And 11 
then ſee what armies of fins will preſently riſe up be- ne 
fore thy eyes, and ſtand ſtaring thee in the face. And ; f 
how wilt thou dare after ſo much guilt, and ſo much * 


ingratitude, which is a perpetual aggravation of every. 
one of thy ſins, to lift up thy eyes any more to hea= | * 
ven, or ſo much as to name the holy name of God, 
which thou haſt ſo often prophaned? ps 


IL RRC INaT af t 
Conclude to be always humble, by a true ſenſe and, f 
daily remembrance” of thy innumerable fins ; to offer, 4 


up daily for them the facrifice of a contrite and hum = 
ble heart; and to embrace henceforward a penitendal 
life, as the beſt ſecurity after ſo much guilt. 82 
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February 5. 


On the goodneſt of God in waiting for ſinners. . 
ONSIDER firſt, the wonders of God's good- 


neſs in his dealings with ſinners. See with what 
patience he bears with them, and that very often for a 
long time; notwithſtanding their repeated provoca- 
tions, their continally abuſing all his bounty and mer- 


cy, and that infinite hatred he always bears to mortal 


ſin, wherever he ſees it. O my foul, how much art thou 


indebted to this patience of thy God, in bearing with 


thee, all theſe years paſt, ever ſince thy firſt fall into 
fin ! Alas! haſt thou not all this time been playing up- 
on the very brink of that dreadful precipice which con- 
ducts to the bottomleſs pit? Haſt thou not been all this 
while within a hair's breadth of a miferable eternity ? 


ls it not true, that every night thou haſt gone to bed, 


thou didſt not know but before the morning thou 
mightſt find thyſelf in hell? Millions have fallen into 
that diſmal dungeon of endleſs wo, whilſt thy God hath 
ſpared thee: millions are now burning in thoſe un- 
quenchable flames for fewer fins than thou haſt com- 
mitted. O bleſſed to all eternity be the infinite good- 
neſs of my God; and may all his Angels and Saints 
praiſe and glorify him for ever, for having endured me 
to long; for having preſerved me all this time, and con- 
tinually watched over me ; or elſe my ſoul had long ſince 

dwelt in hell ! | 
Conſider 2dly, the many ways by which God ſeeks 
to reclaim ſinners, and to call them home to him. Re- 
flect on the remorſes, and inward reproaches of con- 
ſcience, with which he viſits them; the terrors of his 
judgments, and the allurements of his mercies, which 

he ſets before them. See how he is continually calli 

upon them, by his word, by his preachers, by go 
books, by good examples, and wholeſome admonitions, 
and by. a number of interiour invitations and graces. 
Has he not dealt thus with thee, my ſoul, all this b 
ou 
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ou haſt been going aſtray from him? And what is the 
meaning of all this goodneſs of thy. God to ſuch an un- 
deſerving, ungrateful, and obſtinate rebel? Why, it is 
nothing elſe but his own pure mercy and love, in con- 
ſideration of the precious blood of his Son. And ſhall | 
not all this loye of. his for thee, . ſoften thy heart, a 
oblige thee, now at leaſt, to reſolve in good earneſt, 
return to him: leſt otherwiſe mercy, being long abuſed, 
ſhould give place to Ss ce: and the land which has 
been ſo often watered. with rain from heaven, and till 


continues to bring forth nothing but thorns and briars, th 
ſhould fall at length under a. dreadful ee, nd be | al 
condemned to the fire? Heb, vi. | ny 
Conſider 3dly, what encouragement God gives bh all | in 
ſinners. to return to him. As I live, ſaith the Lord, 1 0 
deſire not the death of a ſi nner. but that he may be con- in 
verted from his ways, and may live. O why'wwill you m 
die, O houſe of Iſrael ? Exzech. xxxiii. Return to me aH Wl h; 


live, chap, xviii. Thou haſt gone aſtray after many levers, 
but return to me, and 1 will receive.thee, Jeremias iii. 
See. with what love the good ſhępherd in the Goſpel 
goes after the loſt ſheep ;. and with what Joy be.lays in 
upon. his ſhoulders, and brings it home to the fold. Ses 
how the father runs out to meet the prodigal child, 
when he returns home from the huſks of the {wine ; {ee | 
how he embraces him, cloaths him with the beſt rahe, | 
and makes a feaſt for him, Luke xv. Reſſect how. the 
Son of God, when, there, upon earth, treated the peni- 
tent Magdalene, the thief upon the croſa, and all 
other ſinners that had recourſe to his merey: and how 
he has declared, that there is more joy in heaven over 
one penitent ſinner, than over ninety nine Juſt, &c. 
And let all theſe inſtances and teſtimonies. af his gand- 
neſs to poor ſinnars, encourage and determine us to- Ha 
no longer away from him by ſin; but to ariſa without, 
delay, and e dome to ſo good, to 0 loving & ſather. 
by a thoroug converſion,, N. 17, ede 
Conclude to abuſe no longer the mercies, N 
by continuing, in fin, but to turn ta him, MPS at leaſt, 
with th A whole heart ; and never tea * 
any mak. + I 
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February 6. 
On turning from ſm to God. 


= ONSIDER firſt, that every wilful ſinner is 

bt, (3 guilty of two enormous evils : according to that 

ſed, of Jerem. ii. 12, 13. Be aſtoniſbed O ye heavens - - - - 

15 For my people have done two evils, They bave forſa ben 
1 


me, the fountain of living water, and have digged to 
themſebves ciſterns (pits), broken cifterns that can hold no 
water, Yes, Chriſtians, in every mortal ſin, there are 
always theſe two exceeding great evils: viz. the turn- 
ing away from a God infinitely good, and the very 
fountain of all goodneſs and life; and the embracing 
in his ſtead, that helliſn monſter fin ; by the allure- 
ment of ſome deceitful appearance of an imaginary 
happineſs, juſtly compared by the prophet, to a broken 
Ciſtern, that can hold no water, but only filth and mud, 
Wherefore, in the converſton of a ſinner, there muſt 
alſo be always two principal ingredients, oppoſite to 
thoſe*tws great evils : viz. the turning away from fin, 
with hort gur, deteſtation and ſorrow, for having of- 
fended à God, infinitely good in himſelf, and infinite! 
good to us: and the returning back to God, to em- 
brace ns holy law, and to dedicate the years that re- 
mu mof life to his obedience, ſervice, and love. Happy 
coliverfion” that thus brings the poor ſinner back from 
the K. - of evils, to his ſovereign good! 
Confider 2dly,” that this turning away of the ſoul 
from fin, Which is a neceſſary ingredient of the fin- 
ner's ebriverſion; muſt be efefual : that is, the ſoul 
muft'tuta away from her ſins in ft. She muſt not 
ctaitent heffelf with a ſlight ſorrow for het fins ; nor 
with” fit putpoſes of amendment, nor with a half 
win je nor yet with making ſome weak efforts towärds 
beginning a new life. But ſhe muſt renounce her ſins 
with her whole heart: ſhe muſt deteſt them above all 
evils: ſhe muſt even hate them worſe than hell: ſhe 
muſt fly and abhor like à peſtilence all ſuch company, 
Vol. I, H | " or 
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or other occaſions, as may expaſe her to the danger of 


relapſing into them: the: muſt be ablolutely and reſo- 
lutely determined never more to return to, them, upon 


any conſideration whatſoever. This is being penitent 
inuleed But to pretend to be true converts, without | 


leaving our ſins, is all a mockery. 


Conſider Jy, that the principal ingredient of the 


converſion of a ſinner, is the turning to God with his 
whole heart : as the principal ingredient of fin is the 


turning aka from God. Wherefore the true convert 


mult not only leave the huſks of the ſwine, Which he 


has hitherto ſet his heart upon; but he muſt ariſe, and 
return to the embraces of his Father, with a contrite 


and humble, but loving heart, reſolved henecforward to 
be the eternal ſervant of his divine love. He mult re- 
member that many fins are forgiven to him that lIaveth 


much, Luke vii. And that he that has been the greareſt ll 
debtor, is the moſt obliged to love with his whole bf 
heart that merciful creditor, who ſhews fo much love 
to him, in being ſo ready to diſcharge him of his great 
debts. In a word, a conſtant adheſion to God, b I 
toye. and obedience, muſt be the perpetual bulznel, b 
of, a true convert. His. whole life, for the time he has 


yet.to come, mult be dedicated and conſecrated. to di- 


vine love. This is his deſt ſecurity for the remiſſion of 


All his paſt fins: this is the beſt prefervative from all f 


in for the future. 


Conclude to ſhew thyſelf to be a true convert from 4 
fin to God, by renouncing all thy criminal affections, 


_ and, ſacrificing them all to the love of God; by hat- 


ing what thou haſt hitherto loved, and embracing 1 | 
with thy whole foul thy Lord and Saviour, crucified for 


© * . . 


the love of thee. 
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tho NYONSIDER, brſt, that according to the diffe- 


| rent ſteps that are uſually taken in the ſinner's 
f'the 8 converſion, different ſeutimeuts and affections gradually 
H his take poſſeſſian of his foul, And firſt his faith, which 
s the was aſleep before, awakened by ſerious conſideration 
avert r by. hearing the word of God, or by reading good 
h he 5 opens his eyes to diſcover in part at lealt, how 
and <ilious, how filthy a monſter, has hitherto had poſſeſſion 


\trite ot his ſoul: and what dreadful dangers have ſurrounded 
d % him, all this time he has been in fin; and ſtill threaten 
Fre- him, with the worſt of judgments from God, both for 


vet b time and eternity. This, by the help of the Holy 
ateſft . Ghoſt, produces in his ſoul a wholeſome fear of the 
hole juſtice of God, and of that miſerable death, judgment, 
love and hell, which are daily overtaking unrepenting fin- 
great nars. N.] ] . this fear is uſually . the 

"8 greatc{h couverfions, O how hard muſt that ſimner be, 
" whom neither the ſight of the ſword ef God, hanging 
- has over bis bead, nor of a miſerable death, following 
o di- M8 cloſe at his heels, nor of hell, opened under his feet 


»n of and juſt ready to ſwallow him down can move to re- 
all WA | RENARCE ons, is 4s 5 Saget ry Us 
; Confider adly, that the ſinner being alarmed with 
from che terrors of divine juſtice, ſeeks to find how he may 
tons, escape theſe. dreadful evils, that continually threaten 
hat- him on every ſide; and how he may rid himſelf of his 
icing bis, the true ſource of all theſe, evils. And here the 
mercy and goodneſs, of God, and the precious blood of 


d for 
the Son of God, ſhed for poor ſinners, preſent theme 
<1 ſelves beſore the eyes of his ſoul; and encourage him 
to hope, that the Ee (30d, whoſe mercy has endured 
him ſo long in his fins; whoſe goodneſs has watched 
over him al! this while, preſerving him from innume- 
" rable evils, and loading him with innumerable bene- 
Feb. fits; who has purchaſed = ſoul of his for himſelf, 

2 at. 
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at fo dear a rate; and who has ſhed. his own blood Gan 
to wath him from theſe very fins; will certainly re- 
ceive him, now he deſires to return to him, (accord- 
ing to his repeated promiſes made to repenting ſinners) 21 
as he has received millions of others, that have re- 
turned to him after ſin. And in this hope, he firmly 
purpoſes to neglect no one thing, required on his part, 
towards obtaining the abſolution Kg full remiſſion of | 
8 1 ſins, and a perfect reconciliation with his 
Jod. | | 
| Conſider 3dly, that the ſinner being thus encouraged, 
and; refolved to go, and preſent himſelf before the 
throne; of divine grace, and there to ſue for the par- 
don of all his ſins, through the precious blood of the 
Son of God, betakes himſelf to fervent prayer, in or- 
der to obtain the neceſſary diſpoſition of a contrite and 
humble heart, without which there is no admittance to 
mercy and grace. This contrite and bumble heart is 
an excellent compoſition of three great virtues ;. viz. | 
penance, humility and divine love; penance fills the 
ſoul with a horrour, and deep fenſe of ſorrow for ſin 
committed, together with an ardent deſire to aboliſh it 
at any rate: humility, obliges the ſoul to condemn herfelf, 
by reaſon of her manifold crimes, as worthy of all man- 
ner of evils, and unworthy of the leaſt good; and to 
fit down in the very loweſt place, as the moſt wretched, 
the moſt ungrateful, and the moſt abominable of all 
creatures: and divine love teaches her to conſider and 
deteſt in her ſins, not ſo much the evil they bring upon 
her, as their infinite malice; from the infinite oppoſi- 
tion they have to a God, infinitely good in himſelf, 
and infinitely good to her; and their enormous out- 
rages againſt the Son of God, incarnate for the love 
of her. With theſe ſentiments the true penitent en- e 
deavours to prepare and diſpoſe himſelf for the con- Mt ( 
feſſion of his fins, and abſolution from them. And ! 
' 


p 1 


this is that contrite amd humble heart, which God never 
deſpiſes. Pſalm. L. WP 7 1a $0 bg AN 
Conclude if thou wouldſt effeQually turn from ſin 
to God, to endeavour to walk in theſe liebes Pye 
FF, s __ cially 
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&MNjto'meditite ſeriouſſj upon the preat*triiths that 
relate to eternity; and to labour a ar eh 
for the acquiring of # contrite and bumble heart, i 4 
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2 Op daing penance for pur firs... 
FONSIDER firſt, that ſentence of our Lords. 
Luke Xiii, 5, Except you do penance, you ſhall all 
periſh, The virtue of 'penance always was, is, and 
ever will be, abſolutely neceſſary for every ſoul, that 
has at any time in liſe, fallen from God by wilful ſin. 
*Fis che only plank that can fave them aftet the "ſhip? 
wreck, they have made of their innocenee. Aut pœnt- 
tendum aut ardendum, ſays an ancient father, either pe- 
nance, or hell: fire, there is no medium for wilful ſintiers: 
Wy they muſt chooſe one of the two. Sin mult be pu- 
niſhed either here or | hereafter ;- either by the penitent 
ſinaer, or by divine Juſtice, Hence er 
ſfunance to ſuch às had fallen from Ged by in, was 
the great ſubject of the commiſſion of the prophets; 
in the ald Teſtament, and of the Apoſtles and all aro- 
ſtolick preachers in the new. Hence it was by preach- 
ing af peuaure, and of the neceſſity of bringing forth 
worthy fruits of penance, that St. John Baptiſt was 
to prepare the people for Chriſt, Matt. iii. and. 
our Lord himſelf opened his miſſion with the fame 
theme, Matt. iv. Beckule therk can be no other way 
to come to God and a happy eternity, but either the way 
of innocence, or when we have ſtray'd from this, the 
way of penance. '' 1 eres ITS 
Conſider 2dly, that this virtue of penance does not 
only 'require of us that we ſhould turn from fin to. 
God, by a change of heart, and by a change of "life; | 
but alſo that we ſhould labour to make ſatisfaction to 
the divine juftice, by voluntary mortifications of tlie 
feſh, and other penitential exerciſes, for all the injuries; 
aud affrontę we have offered him by our ſins; and that 
bythis means we ſhould endeavourto diſeharge according 
* H 3 e 
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our weak ability the debt we owe to God for tem. 
| his is properly doing penance for our ſins: this is 
what divine juſtice always expects: this is what the 
church of God has always called for from penitent 
ſinners. We cannot be true penitents, without hating 
and deteſting our ſins above all evils, becauſe they | 
offend a God infinitely good: now this of neceſſity 
infers a hatred for this traitorous ſelf-love of ours, and 
for all its irregular inclinations and paſſions, as ene- 
mies of God and the ſoul, and eſpecially a hatred for 
this ſinſul fleſh, that is fo apt to betray us into this 
dxeadful evil of fin, And hence again naturally flows, 
in, all true penitents, a ſincere * effeCtual: de ſtre of 
- puniſhing themſelves for their ſins, à deſire of chaſti- 
ſing this fleſh by penitential exerciſes, and thereby 
doing their beſt to make ſatisfaction for their ſins. 
Ihis is, and ever was, one neceſſary ingredient of that 
virtue of penance, without which the finner could 
never be reconciled to an offended Gt. 
.2;;Conſider 3dly, how much this way of doing penance 
ſor our {ins is inculcated in holy writ ; where we are 
ſo often put in mind, of turning t God with fafting 
weeping and mourning ; of doing penance in ſac cloth and 
aſbes, and the like; and where we meet with divers in- 
ſtances of the mercy and favour God is pleaſed toſhew to 
all ſuch as exerciſe themſelvesin theſe voluntary moftifi- 
cations and humiliations of the fleſh, when they ate ac- 
companied, as they ought to be, with a renitential ſpirit. 
' Here alſo we learn, that no aſſurance we can poſſibly 
have. of the remiſſion of our fins, is to exempt us from 
doing penance for them; when we fee that King David, 
-; notwithſtanding the prophet had aſſured him chat e 
Tord bad taken away bis ſin, (2 Sam. xn, 15.) vet till 
continued to do penance for it, as e find by his pe- 
nitential pfalms,; which inform us, that Nis ſin Was 
always before him; that he withed every" m 
couch with his tears; that he laboured in his grbans; 
chat he mingled aſhes with his bread; ane 
„with his drink &c, O Jet us rh ate gls Slertous 
-12Penitent? "AE CO IM Hoo (MIL IO GILL 30 


< 
2 V3 wh. i. Ac; wes Yi 2 @ 2 . 


ir 


Gon- 


— 


jection, by voluntary mort! 


009 $8* 3] ſunuers | 


every. Day -in, the, Nate 79. 


Conclude, if thou wouldſt be a true friend to th 
p 7 ; n „ Yeu 14 1 1 ? £ 
own foul, not to be afraid of hurting this ſinful fle 
which is thy greateſt nen but to Keep it in ſub- 
cations, and to chaſtiſe it 
* g Lia f Te . * . * 110 1 2} 
for its paſt miſdemeanors. by penitential auſterities 
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| On the manner of doing penance far our. fr., 


NONSIDE Rfirft, that the true manner of doit 
4" penance for our fins, is not to be Tearnt from the 


' maxjms,' or from the common practice of the children 
of this world; who fear ter: een the hurtitig 
aof themſelves, or the contradiCting of their -own'hy- 


mours, appetites, and inclinations; and therefore this 
bringing forth ee worthy of penance, is to them a 
hard ſaying, which they cannot endure to hear, But 
the true manner of doing penance for fin, is to be learnt 
of the children of light, that is, from the doctrine, 
and practice of the Saints: who, as they had quiteother 
ideas of the evil of ſin, than worldlings have; ſo alſo 
they had a very different way of thinking, and of acting, 
in regard to penance ; as they have demonſtrated"by 
the penitential auſterities, to which they have con- 


demned themſelves, all their life-time, for expiation 
of the puniſhment due to theit fins. And what ate ſo 
many religious orders, in the church of God, in Which 
ſo many thouſands of both ſexes, retiring from the 
world, dedicate themſelves to daily mortifications and 


penances, but as many ſtanding memorials, and liv- 
ing inſtances, of that true manner of doing penance, 
which the ſpirit of God uſually * ri thoſe whom 


be convinces. of fin, that is to ſay, whom he makes ſehſi- 
ble of the heniouſneſs of the evil of fin, and ho much 


t to be done for the expiation of it. 


5160 h n 
| Condes 2dly, how this. ſame ſpirit of God dictated 
to the ancient church thoſe rules and ordinances, 
eommonly called the dee canons, wick were 


in ferce for many liundred years, by which penitent 


8 Mai an eqs 3 


ſpars weren ſuljected toſdivers, faſts 2 
miljationg, for {threes ſeven, ten, and ſometimes 
for fiftgen Jears, or more, for one mortal tip „ and 
yet. did not thinkthey did too much. O how. ought. this 
to conwince ſinners, that there. is ſomething. more to 
be done fpr the remiſſion of their ſins, than; they have 
hitherto been aware of Hor though, according to the 
modern diſcipline of the church, theſe. penitentia, 
canons are not now enforced: yet as God is ſtillchęſame, 
and fin. is ſtill as heinous in his eyes, us it was in for- 
mer ages; ſo the ſinner ftands no leſs indebted atpreſent 
to the divine juſtice than formerly, and thereſore ought 
to think pon diſcharging this debt, in the beſt manyer- 
he is able, by frequent faſting and other corporal mor- 
tiacations, as well as by ere and long e 


9 2dly,. that there are "three . den 
tices of penance, which ought never to be forgotten, by 
any ſuch as have, at any time in life, been guilty of 
mortal fin, Lhe firſt and principal is, that they ſhould: 
goxdaily in, fpirie to the feet of Chriſt, io wailnthem, 
with penitential tears, flowing from a loving heart; 
and there earneſtly deg pardon for all their paſt offences, 
through dis precious blood. The ſecond, which. will: 
naturally Gow from the firſt, is, that having their ſins 
thus always before their eyes, they ſhould 1 offer up 
to God, in penance for them, ſome voluntary * 
fications: of their dun will, humour, or appetite; at 
leuſt, in leſſer things, if they have not the courage — 
firength to undertake greater. For inſtaner, that they 
ihould, in this ſpirit, rite: early in the morning; retrench 
ſuperfluities in eating, drinking, ſleeping and 3 4 7 
and mortiſy, upon every occaſion, their vanity, curio | 
andoſentuality; ::' The third is, that they thould- 
Ser up daily for their fins, in a penitential Ipirit, —＋ 
the labours, to which their ſtate of life is expoledy with 
all cheir pains and ſufferings of every kind, which they 
may have to endure in life ur death; to be united to, 
and ſanctiſie d by, the labours and ſufferings of the Son 
et God conſidering them ſclxes Il. the while as under 


Fan courſe 
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> coutſe of penance laid on them W 
their ſins; and going through it, with humiſity; pa- 


and tience, and courage. Whoſdever ſhall diligetitly per- 
this ſevere in the'priice of theſe three ching, Win La 
has lowed of one day as true penitents; and receive the 
Wye: crown of true penitents; though their circumſtances of 
the life, ſtrength, of health, may not have admitted of any 
Hal. other penitential auſterities. But no condition of life, 
8 or other circumſtances whatſoever, ought to diſpenſe 


with any ſinner, from theſe three moſt eaſy, and moſt 


wholeſome exerciſes of penance, 172175 

Conclude upon doing penance for thy ſins, in the 

5 beſt manner thou art able, now whilſt thou haſt time 

9 before thee; left otherwiſe thou be ' ſurprized and 

overtaken with the night, and may'ſt then wiſly in 

15 vain to have done penance, when time fhall be no 

u. On the parable of the ſower. Luke viii. Being 

s be goſpel of Sexageſima Sunday. 11 

7 » Beer 3 "The < | tht, 

mh | NONSIDER firſt, in this parable, the infinite 
433 riehes of the goodne's and bounty of the Son ß 

ps | God, who, without diſtinction, or reſpect of perſons, 


boss © plentifully the ſeed of his word, and of his 
= graces, on all kind of ſoils. This ſeed is heavenly: 
1 tis capable of producing fruit a hundred fold: he him- 
ſelf is the ſower; and he himſelf waters with rain from 

heaven the ſeed he has ſown: and yet three parts in 

four of this divine ſeed are loſt, for want of à corre- 

ſpondence in the ſoil.” Chriſtians, ſee in what manner 
you receive the ſeed of God's word: ſee how you cor- 
reſpond with the divine graces and calls: your eternal 
| ſalvation is here at ſtake. If you bring forth good 
fruit, agreeable to this divine ſeed; you ſhall live on 
it for endleſs ages, in the kingdom of heaven: But if 
you ſuffer the ſoil of your ſoul to be like a beaten hign- 
way ; or like a rock, covered but with a thin gn 
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dearth; or like a graund over-run with thorns and 
hriars ; the ſeed. of Sed willibe loſt upon you; and 
Yu will be anſwerable ſor the lofs of it; and miſera- 
ble for all eternity. {-: 361, . 48 en err 
Conſider adly, what is here meant by the highway; 
Where the ſead is troden under foot, gr pickt up by the | 
birds: and ſee how juſtly. all ſuch fouls are compared 
toa high, or a beaten path, 28 live in che forgetſul- 
nels. of God, and in à continual Ts Df thought; 
ſo as to become a mere thorough · fare far xvery pal. 
ſenger that pleaſes; that is, far every idle amuſement, 
that offers itſelf; for every impertinent or ſinſul ima- 
gination ; without any fence at all of the fear of G, 
or any care to keep off thoſe wicked ſpirits, ſignificd 
by the birds, which are ever upan the watch to catch 
away this divine feed of God's word, that lies thus 
unregarded on the ſurface of the ſoul, But what is 
the remedy for this evil? No other, to be ſure, than to 
plow up this ground, that has hitherto been made a 
— ind to fence it m, in fuch a wy as. that the 
gers may have no longer liberty to bo contaguallh 
Fampfing R foot ; aud to aw it 1& rang: 
ſeed may be covered by the earth, and Tie no longer 
expoled to be a prey to the birds. For a highway," 
beaten path, as Jong as it remains ſuch, cau nev 
bring forth fruit, Now in the ſpirtual ſenſe, we plow 
up the foil of the foul, by daily meditations upon 
eternal truths ;- we fence it in, by 2 ſpirit of recol- 
lection; and we preſerve the divine feed, which is to 
make it fruitful, from our ſpiritual enemies, by letting 
{mk deep into our fouls ; and there guarding it, by 
Conſder 3dly, who they are that are meant by the 
rack, or floxy ground, where" there is no depth of 
earth, nor proper moiſture to nouriſh the ſeed; ſo'ss 
to bring the fruit to maturity: viz. ſuch foul; as re+ 
ceive/indeed the word of God ; and are moved by it, 
to make fome'good reſolutions, and fome ſlender ef- 
forts towards bringing forth the fruits of a- new life 
but the rect of their old bad babits, (which they kn 
Wp Dent 193% 1 S801 1 £40 never 
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never 2 2 renounced}, hinders the ſeed) from kia ng 
root: their reſolutrens are but ſuperficial, they do nat 
ſink in deep enough to reach, or change the heart, but, 
upon the 158 op 3 or temptation they wither a- 
way and die. The remedy here muſt be to procure 
= this rock -may be ſofrmed, by the means of a 

long continued application to mental prayer, and other 
e exerciſes; till thoſe old habits are brought tb 
give way to the fear and love of God; which are ca- 
pable even of breaking the rock in . and af 
hangin it into ſprings of water. 

cla ude tor be. ever attentive to the gracious calls 

of y word of God, and of his heavenly inſpirations: 
and to tet this divine ſeed fink deep into thy ſul by 
daily meditation. 


February 1 1. 


1 On the remaining fart of the parable of the ſerver. 


\ONSIDER frt, chat there remains a third 
Kind of ſoil, which brings no fruit to matarity,; 
viz. the thorny ground; which, receives indeed the 
ſeed of the divinz word; but ſuffers it not to graw 
up, and to ripen, but over powers it, and'chokes it 
with the thorns, which are its natural produce, ant 
which have taken a much ſtronger root therein. 
which thorny ground are meant all they, who hear the 
word. of God, or are otherwiſe favoured with the vi- 
ſits of his graces and calls; but are ſo unhappy as to 
ſuffer all this Heavenly ſeed to be over- powered, and 
choaked up with their carnal affections and luſts; or, 
as our Saviour fays, with the cares gnd riches, and plea- 
fures of this bife; and ſo yrild n Fut. Luke vil, 14. 
O ſee my- ſoul if this be not thy misfortune. _ Reflect 
how ed thou haſt been viſited with graces from hea- 
ven ?. Haw often thou haſt heard, or read the word of 
God ? And what fruit has this divine ſerd hitherts 
produced in thee ? It is well if, inftead of the'encreafe 
& a hundred fold, it has not been rendred —_— : 
fruitleſs, 
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fruitleſs, if not pernicious to thee, by the thorns of let 


thy diſorderly affections to the things of this world, e 
which thou haſt loved more than God. | 
Conſider 2dly, that thorny ground can never bring ©<: 
any fruit to perfection, except the thorns, be firſt % 
rooted up: for ſince they are much ſtronger than the 
corn, and have taken a deeper root in this unhappy ſoil, 
fin conſequence of the curſe laid upon our earth by 
occaſion of ſin, Gen. iii. 17, 18.) as long as they are 
ſuffered to occupy the ground, they will of courſe over- 
power, and choke up the good grain. Wherefore, if 
we defire to bring forth fruit, . that the ſeed of the 
word, and of the grace of God, ſhould not be loſt up- 
on us, we muſt ſeriouſly apply our ſouls to the root- 
ing out theſe thorns of our irregular affections to 
worldly toys, and ſenſual pleaſures: for as Jong as 
theſe are predominant in our ſouls ; the ſeed of heaven 
will bring forth no fruit there. Now this rooting out 
of theſe thorns is the proper buſineſs of the virtue of 
felf-denial, that is, of the daily mortification of our pal- 
ſions and natural inclinations, which are ever prone to 
evil; and, if not kept under, hurry the foul into all 
kind of vice, and ſtifle all the graces and inſpirations 
.of heaven, This then muſt be the care of every 
Chriſtian, this our daily labour, to keep theſe thorns 
under, that they may not over-power the ſeed of the 
word, and. of the grace of God in our ſouls. And 
whatſoever we affect or love, to the prejudice of the 
love of God, or of our duty to him, we muſt look 
upon as thorns, and diſcharge from our ſouls, as mortal 
enemies to the ſeed of heaven, and to our true wel- 
fare, either for time or eternity. | | 
Conſider 3dly, that the Chriſtian muſt endeavour to 
be the good ground, in which the ſeed of God's word 
2 fruit an hundred- fold: that is, he muſt labour to 
be of the number of thoſe, who with a good and per- 
fe heart, hear the word and keep it, and bring forth 
fruit in patience. He muſt hear it with a good heart; not 
out of idle curioſity, but for his own inſtruction and 
edification; notto carp at it, or criticize upon it; . 
| | let 
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who has ſo often warned them to watch; and aſſured 
them that otherwiſe he ſhould ſurpriſe them, like a 
thief in the night, when they leaſt expected him. 
Ah! how dreadful and how common are theſe judg- 
ments! | 

Conſider 2dly the inſupportable affront, that ſinners 

offer to the divine majeſty, when being invited and 
preſſed by his heavenly graces to a reconciliation with 
their offended God, they put him off till another 
time; ſhutting their ears to his ſweet calls; and refu- 
ſing him the entrance of their hearts, where he ſtands 
and knocks. Alas ! If he withdraws himſelf, they are 
undone for ever: and how dare they treat him with ſo 


much contempt ? Is it not an infinite goodneſs in him, W 


to have already ſuffered them ſo long in their ſins, to 
have reſtrained the ſword of his juſtice from fallin 
upon their guilty heads; to have kept them fo long 
out of hell, hanging as they were all the while over 
this bottomleſs pit, and ſupported only by a flender 
thread of a brittle life, which he held in his hand? Is 
it not an inexpreſſible condeſcenſion in his divine ma- 
jeſty, after their repeated treaſons, to allow them any | 
conditions of peace and reconciliation at all? How 
much more to call after them, when they are running 
away from him; and to preſs them ſo earneſtly to 
return to him; whereas he has no need at all of 
them; but only ſeeks their welfare? But what then 
ought they not to apprehend from his juſtice, if they, 
ſtill refuſe his offers of mercy ; and ſlight his graces 
and calls? Can any puniſhment be too great for fo 
much inſolency, for ſo much obſtinacy, and for ſo 
much ingratitude ? O!] let them give ear to his threats 
by the mouth of the wiſeman. Prov. i. Becauſe I have 
called, and you have refuſed to hear. I have ſtretched 
, out my hand, and you would not regard me. You 
have deſpiſed all my counſels, and neglected my repre- 
henſions. Therefore will I alſa laugh at your deſ- 
truction, and will mack, when that which yon feared 
ball come upon you. Then ſhall they call upon me, 

and I will not hear, &. | | Fs 
on- 
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- Conſider 3dly the monſtrous preſumption the ſinner 
is guilty of, in wilfully perſiſting in ſin, upon the 
confidence of. a future converſion. Wretch that he 
is, how Cares he pretend to diſpoſe of the time to 
come, when he is not maſter of one moment of it? 
Or how has he the aſſurance to promiſe himſelf greater 
eraces hereafter, than thoſe he abuſes at preſent. Does 
he not know that God alone is the maſter both of 
time and grace? And that he has neither promiſed 
the time nor grace of a true converſion hereafter, to 
W any one of thoſe who.put off rheir repentance at the 
preſent ? So far from it, that he has often ſignified to. 
ſuch preſumptuous ſinners, that they ſhall neither 


| have the time, nor the effectual grace which they pro- 


WT miſe themſelve ; but that they ſhall be ſurpriſed, and 
die in their ſins. According to that of the wiſeman 
Eccleſ. v. 8, 9. Delay not to be converted to the Lord, 


— 


6474 defer it not from day to day: for his wrath ſhall 


come on a ſudden, and in the time of vengeance he 
ſhall deſtroy thee. iy 

Conclude never to expoſe thy dear foul, by any 
delays, to the dreadful danger of dying in thy fins : 
but if at any time thou haſt reaſon to apprehend 
thou haſt loſt the grace of God, by fin ; uſe thy beſt 
endeavours to be reconciled out of hand. Tis a dread- 
ful thing to be an enemy of God, though it were to 
be only for one night. That night may be thy lait : 
therefore never venture to lie down to ſleep, under the 
guilt of mortal fin. 


February 13. 
On the folly of deferring our converſion to God. 


ONSIDER firſt, how foolifh it is for the ſinner, 
when called, when invited, and preſſed, by the 
beſt of Fathers, to return to him ; to chooſe rather to 
continue a ſlave to ſatan, for to feed his ſwine ; and 
to prefer the huſks of ſwine, which can never ſatisfy 
him, before his Fathers — and the happy liberty 
| 2 C 
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of the children of God. Ah ! poor wretch, open thy 
eyes, and ſee how ſtrangely thou art deluded ? Thy 

od proffers thee his mercy, his grace, his fayout, 
the honour of being his child, his ſpouſe, his tem- 
ple, a ſhare in his heavenly treaſures; his peace, 
his comforts, his table, his kingdom, his Holy Spirit, 
in a word, himſelf, and all that is good : And thou 
art ſo blind, and ſo mad, as to deſire him to keep all 
his favours for another time ; and to make choice for 
thyſelf at preſent of the extremity of all miſery ; by 


chooſing to go on yet awhile under the dreadful guilt 
of mortal fin, a wretched flave to ſatan, fin and hell, 


Can any madneſs be comparable to this ? 


Conſider 2dly, how vain and fooliſh are thofe pre- R 
texts, by which ſinners ſuffer themſelves to be impoſed i 


upon, when they defer their converſion to God: 
eſpecially with regard to pretended difficulties in the 
undertaking, which would all preſently be put to 


flight, and vaniſh away; if they would but once hear- | 1 
tily ſet their hand to the work. But what is the moſt | 


common deluſion, is that they vainly imagine, they 


ſhall do it more eaſily another time. A dreadful | 


deluſion indeed ! fince both reaſon and daily expe- 
rience muſt make it evident, that the longer this 
work is deferred, the harder it is to bring it about, 


And how fhould it be otherwiſe ; fince by theſe de- } 
lays, and by continuing to add fin to fin, their finful | 


habits grow daily ſtronger upon them, and conſe- 
quently harder to be rooted out; the devils power 
over them daily encteaſes; and God Almighty, pro- 


voked by their repeated abuſes of his graces, and their 


obſtinate impenitence, withdraws himſelf further and 
further from them ; and ſuffers them by degrees to 
fall into that blindneſs and hardneſs of heart, which 
of all evils is the moſt difficult to be cured. 
Conſider 3dly, the folly of all ſuch as put off their 
converſion to God, through the apprehenſion of the 
confeſhon of their ſins; and chooſe to ſuffer for a 
long time the gnawing worm of a guilty conſcience, 
with all the other evils that always attend on mor- 
| | tal 
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tal ſin; and to be continually expoſed to the danger 
of death and hell, and to all the judgments of an of- 
ended God; rather than to undergo a ſmall confu- 


ſion, that would laſt but one moment, and would im- 
mediately be followed with unſpeakable comfort, and 
with a ſpeedy pardon, reconciliation, peace, and grace. 
Would not all the world condemn that perſon of the 
greateſt folly and madneſs, who labouring under a moſt _ 
painful, and mortal diſtemper, ſhould refuſe an eaſy, 
afe and ſovereign remedy, only becauſe it was diſa- 


: greable to the palate, jult for the moment of the tak- 


ing of it ? But O how much more unaccountable is 
the folly and madneſs of the ſinner, who for fear of ſo 
mall an humiliation, as the confeſſion of his ſins, to a 


the laws, both of God and 


him on towards an eternal death; and chooſes rather 
to riſk his all, for eternity, than to diſcover his illneſs 
to his phyſician ? | BST 5 
Conclude not to ſuffer the enemy to impoſe 
upon thee, with any of his deceitful wiles; fo as. 
to induce thee to continue playing upon the brink 
of a precipice, with the ſword of God hanging over 
thy head. . No prudent perſon would refuſe to be 
Immediately reconciled to a man whom he had of- 
tended, who had the power and authority, to con- 
demn him to a eruel death, for his offenſe : how much 
leſs ſhould the finner put off his reconciliation with an 
offended God, who can in an inſtant caſt both his bo- 
dy and foul into hell; and who is highly provoked by 
his impenitence. | 


February 14. 
On deathbed performances. 
(OO NSIOLE firſt, that if it be ſo great an evil, 


to defer, for any conſiderable time, ones conver- 
lion. to God, and ones reconciliation with him; it 
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muſt be an evil incomparably greater, to form a pre- 
meditated deſign of putting it off, to the end of our 
life, upon the confidence of a deathbed repentance : 
becauſe the riſk, the preſumption, the madneſs, the 


outrage offered to God in this caſe is incomparably | 
greater: So that it is well, if one in a thouſand of | 


them, that are guilty of ſuch a formal defign of put- 
ting a cheat upon the divine juſtice, (by indulging 
themſelves in fin all their life time, and then only 
thinking to make their peace with God, when they can 
ſin no longer ) ever meet with even the poor chance 
of a deathbed confeſſion; much leſs with the grace of 


an effectual converſion, Oh! no: ſuch finners will 


find to their loſs that God is not to be mocked: Gal. vi. b. 
The general rule is that what a man ſoweth the ſame 
ſhall he reap and that as a man lives, ſo ſhall he die. 
A rule ſo general, that in the whole fcripture we have 
but one inftance of a happy death after a wicked 


life, viz. that of the good thief : an example fo fingu- | 1 


lar in all its circumſtances, as to afford no kind of en- 
couragement to ſuch finners, as deſign before hand, 
to give the flip to God's juſtice, by a deathbed con- 


verſion. 


Conſider 2dly, how very little it is, that the ſinner 


is capable of doing on his deathbed, towards his con- 
verſion; when either the dulneſs and ſtupidity, cauſed 
by his ſickneſs, or by the quality of the medicines; or 
the pains and agonies, which he endures in body or 
in mind, render him quite unfit for prayer, and inca- 
pable of attention to reading; or of any ſerious appli- 
cation of his thoughts to the great buſineſs of his ſoul. 
Alas! if a little headach, or any other flight indiſpo- 
ſition, be enough to hinder us at any time from mak- 
ing any ſerious meditation, or praying with devotion, 
how much leſs ſhall we be able to attend to prayer, or 
to do any thing elſe to the purpoſe, when we ſhall be 
ſurprized with a mortal illneſs, and with the pangs 
of death? O Chriſtians let not yourſelves then be 
impoſed upon with vain imaginations of the fine acts 
of contrition, and of the love of God, that you = 

make 
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make upon your deathbed : they will all fly away from 
you then : *tis well if you ſhall then be capable even 

of one good thought. Thouſands that have flattered , 
themſelves with the thoughts of doing fine things upon 

their deathbed, have been prevented by fudden death; 
thouſands have been taken out of their ſenſes, before 

they apprehended their danger; thouſands have been 

flattered by thoſe about them into a conceit that they 

were not dying, when they really were; and which 

is the moſt common of al}, thouſands, in puniſhment 

of their forgetting God in their lifetime, have been, 
ſuffered to forget themſelves in death: and thus gene- 
rally ſpeaking theſe fine projects of deathbed perfor- 
mances turn to ſmoke, and end in hell. 

Conſider 3dly, that the converſion of an habitual 
ſinner is at any time a very difficult tafk ; and requi- 
res a ſtroryg grace; ſuch as may reach, and change 
the heart, and effectually turn it from the affection 
of fin to the love of God: fo as to make it hate 
above all evils, what has been for a long time turned 
into a ſecond nature, by the force of an evil habit; 
and to love and embrace with the whole ſoul what has 
hitherto been loathed, or defpiſed. But if this taſk be 
very difficult at all times; and ſeldom brought to ef- 
fect, without long and ſerious meditations, and much 
prayer: what a poor chance muſt there be for ſuch 
ſinners, as have on ſet purpoſe put off this work to the 
time, in which they are neither capable of medita- 
tion nor prayer ; and which is worſt of all, when in 
puniſhment of their obſtinate impenitence, and inſup- 
portable preſumption, God has withdrawn himſelf. 
from them? Alas poor ſinner, thou flatteredſt thyſelf 
in thy ſins, that it would be eaſy for thee at any time 
(how late ſoever) to make thy peace with God, and 
to eſcape hell; becauſe thou hadſt heard, that in 
whatſoever hour the ſinner ſhall turn to God, he will 
ſhew him mercy : but then the devil hid from thy eyes, 
that this effectual turning to God, eſpecially upon a 
deathbed, muſt be the fruit of an extraordinary grace 
of God, which he has promiſed to no man; yea a very 
| great 
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great miracle of grace, which he is ſeldom diſpoſed to 
work in favour of ſuch preſumptuous wretches, as have 
made a practice all their lifetime of mocking of him. 
Conclude to have no dependance upon the deathbed 
performances of habitual ſinners : no, not even though, 
like Antiochus, they ſhould ſhed tears plentifully: 
theſe are often influenced by the fear of derth, more 
than the love of God. Take thou care' of one at leaſt, 
by living always, for thy own patt, as thou deſireſt to 
die: and exhort all that belong to thee, to ſecure their 
ſouls, by this ſame method: *tis the only ſafe way. 


February rx: 


On the diſpoſitions with which we are to enter upon 
the ſervice of God. From Ecclus ii. 6. 
ONSIDER firſt, and diligently attend to thoſe 


words of the wiſeman Eccluſ. ii, 1. Son, when 
thou comeſt to the ſervice of God, ſtand in juſtice, and 
in fear, and prepare thy ſoul for temptation : and learn 
from theſe preſcriptions of the Holy Ghoſt to enter up- 
on the ſervice of God, with a ſtrong reſolution of not 
being diſcouraged with the oppoſition thou ſhalt meet 
with from the world, the fleſh, and the devil; and with 
a determination to ſtand thy ground in this ſpiritual 
warfare, like a valiant ſoldier ; putting on the armour 
of Chriſtian juſtice, and of the fear of God: according 
to that of the Apoſtle, Eph. vi. 13, &c. Take unto you 
the armour of God, that you may be able to reſiſt in the 
evil day, and to tand in all things perfect. Stand there- 
fore having your loins girt about with truth (that is, with 
ſincerity in your intention towards God) and having on 
the breaſt-plate of juſtice (that is, of Chriſtian virtue, 
with a full determination, at all events, to be true to 
your God) in all things taking the ſhield of faith, where- 
with you may be able to extinguiſh all 22 darts of 
the moſt wicked one; (by a lively ſenſe of God and eter- 
nity) and take unto you the helmet of ſalvation, (that is, 
an humble confidence in God ;) and the ſword 7 the | 
2 pirit 
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ed tg irt, which is the word of God : viz. by frequent hear- 
<A " | ing, reading, or meditating on divine truths. And be- 
bed ing thus prepared for the fight, you will not fail of gain- 
ugh ing the victory. IE 
Te Conſider 2dly, what the wiſeman further preſeri 
Sa . 4 to all that deſire to ſueceed in this glorious enterprize; 
1 which is to bring us to God, and to eternal life. Hum- 
& 22 ble thy heart, ſays he, and endure; (that is, ſuppreſs, 
their and keep under, all the irregular riſings of thy pride and 
« paſhon, that ſhall offer to oppoſe thy undertaking :) 
2 wait on God with patience, join thyſelf to Ged and en- 
dure, that thy life may be encreaſed in the latter end. 
Take all that ſhall be brought upon thee; and in thy far- 
row endure, and in thy humiliation keep patience. For 
pon gold and filver are tried in the fire, but acceptable men in 
| the furnace of humiliation. Excellent leſſons, not only 
Wo for beginners, but for all that are on their journey to- 
þ y wards heaven! for croſſes, ſufferings, and humiliations 
abc are the portion of all the ſervants of God: and patience 
and and courage in adverſittes, humbling ourſelves under 
aun the hand of God, and a perfect reſignation to his holy 
* will, ſerve to qualify all our afflictions, and to make 
nog them light and eaſy, as well as infinitely advantageous 
part, to our ſouls, O how happy are they who have learnt 
ith what it is to join themſelves to God, in all they have to 
ual ſuffer ! O what a happineſs is to be found in endurin 
1 in his company, and with an entire conformity to his 
9 bleſſed will! what an encreaſe will this give to our life 
6" in the latter end; by adding to it a happy eternity 
: F Conſider 3dly, that one of the moſt excellent diſpo- 
4 ſitions for attaining to all good, and the moſt effectual 
th means to begin well, to advance daily, and to continue 
7 2 to the end in the happy ſervice of God, is to conceive, 
* and to nouriſh in the ſoul, a great eſteem for a virtuous 
1 and devout life, an earneſt deſire of being good, a hun- 
M ger and thirſt after Chriftian juſtice; in a word, an ar- 
of dent love for true wiſdom, which indeed is no other 
Dy than the knowledge, love, and ſervice of God. I wiſhed, 
5 ſays the wifeman, Wiſdom vii. 7. and under flandeng was 
1 given me, and T called, and the ſpirit of wiſdom came up- 
on 
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on me : and I preferred her before kingdoms and thrones 


loved her above health and beauty, and all good things 
came to me together with her, and innumerable riches 
through her hands, --- For ſbe is an infinite treaſure to 
men, which they that uſe become the friends :f Gd. O 
how glorious are the things that are ſaid, both here, and 
in many other paſſages of the divine oracles,, of this 
heavenly wiſdom ! O how lovely, how deſirable, is this 
treaſure, . this precious pearl of virtue and devotion, 
which is the trueſt wiſdom ! who would not give all 
things elſe to purchaſe ſuch an ineſtimable jewel ? But 
behold the wiſeſt of men, yea the Spirit of God by him, 
aſſures us, that we need but deſire it, ſeek it, and love it, 
with all our hearts, and it ſhall be our own. 

Conclude to obſerve all theſe heavenly leſſons; and 
they will not fail to bring thee to God. He earneſtly 
deſires to make thee happy, by making thee his true ſer- 
vant; if thou deſireſt the ſame, how canſt thou miſ- 
carry; provided thy deſire be fervent and perſeve- 
rant? 


February 16. 


On true devotion. 


ONSIDER firſt, that a devout life is indeed 
the moſt happy of lives, and the moſt ſecure way 
to an eternal life. For true devotion is the very per- 
fection of charity and love; ſhe is the queen of virtues. 
But beware, O my ſoul, of the errour of ſuch falſe de- 
votes, as make all 9 conſiſt in certain external 
exerciſes, deſtitute of the internal ſpirit; or in huddling 
over a number of prayers, or in frequent faſtings, diſci- 
plines, or hair ſhirts; or in giving alms; or in fre- 
quenting the ſacraments; or in following ſome other 
religious practices, which happen to be agreeable to 
their inclinations; though they remain all the while 
unmortified in their paſſions, full of ſelf. love, and void 
of all true charity, either to God, or to their neigh- 
bours ; 


— 


and eſtecmed riches nothing in compariſan with her, ---1 
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bours: whereas true devotion cannot be without keep- 
inz of all the commandments, but more eſpecially thoſe 
two, of loving God above all things, and our neigh- 
bours as ourſelves. . 
Conſider 2dly, that to be truly devout, is to give one- 
ſelf truly to God, according to the original meaning of 
the word devotion, which ſignifies a dedication and con- 
ſecration of one- ſelf to God. So that true devotion 
conſiſts in always ſeeking God, and tending to him, in 
embracing in all things his holy will, and ever loving 
and obeying his holy law. He that does this, is truly 
devout ; but he that does not love the will of God, 
better than his own humour, 1s not devout, although he 
prays all day long, and ſheds floods of tears. Conſe- 
quently, he that is a ſlave to any of his paſſions, he that 
entertains a rancour, to any one of his neighbours, he 
that ſets his heart upon the world, and its toys, more 
than God, can never be truly devout, becauſe he wants 


che very foundation of true devotion, which is loving 


God above all things. As to thoſe other things men- 
tioned above, they are often the attendants of true de- 
votion, or its effects: but then devotion does not con- 
ſiſt in any of them, and they may often be found in ſuch 
as have no true devotion, no true charity, nor even true 
faith; without which no one can pleaſe God, Heb. xi. 
Conſider 3dly, that true devotion is not always ſen- 
ſible, nor does it conſiſt in certain ſenſible tenderneſſes, 
which ſome people experience in prayer; whilſt others, 
who perhaps in the ſight of God are much better Chri- 
ſtians, meet with nothing for a long time but dryneſs 
and deſolation. Some perſons are of a more ſoft and 
tender nature, and are eaſily affected even unto tears; 
and yet withal are very ſuperficial in the love of God ; 
quickly forget their good reſclutions of ſerving him; 
eaſily yield in the time of temptation ; ſhrink under 
every croſs ; and never arrive at ſolid virtue : and where 
is their devotion all this while, ſince it dries up, like their 
tears, in a moment, and brings forth no fruit? How 
much more devout is that Chriſtian, who continues 
conſtant in prayer, though he finds no ſenſible comfort 
| | | therein ; 
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therein; who goes not to prayer to ſeek his own plea- 
ſure, but to pleaſe his God, and to glorify him ; who 
is willing to take up the croſs, and to help his Saviour in 
the carriage of his croſs, by bearing, for the love of 
him, the dryneſs and deſolation that he endures ; with- 
out leaving his accuſtomed exerciſes : in a word, whoſe 
prayer is a conformity of his own will to the will of 
God. © this is devotion indeed: but ſenſible conſo- 
lations, without this conformity, deſerve not the name 
of devotion. + 

Conclude to make no account of any feeling of de- 
votion, that is not accompanied with charity, humility, 
and conformity to the will of God; and thou wilt be 
ſure not to be impoſed upon, as great numbers have 
been, by falſe appearances, and phantoms of devotion, 
to the danger of the loſs of their precious ſouls, 


February 1 7. 


On the oppoſition there is between the world 
and the Goſpel. For Shrove-Tde. 


'ONSIDER firſt, that 'tis not for nothing that 
| the Son of God in the Goſpel, fo often declares 
againſt the world, as a capical enemy of him and his: 
becauſe light and darkneis are not more oppoſite than 
the world and the Goſpel. The maxims and practices 
of the one are quite contradictory to the other. The 
world perpetually recommends what the Goſpel con- 
demns, and condemns what the Goſpel recommends. 
The world is made up of pride, ambition, and vain- 

glory; the Goſpel breaths nothing but humility, ſelf- 
contempt, chooſing the loweſt place, and becoming as 
little children: aſſuring us that otherwiſe there is no 
heaven for us. The world inſpires a covetous ſpirit, the 
love of mammon, and a fondneſs for worldly toys ; the 
Goſpel inculcates the neceſſity of deſpiſing all theſe 
things, and of quitting all things, at leaſt in affection, 
to follow Chriſt, The world is a flave to ſenſual plea- 
n | ſures, 
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ſures, and places its whole happineſs in gratifying - and 
indulging its own humours and inclinations : the Goſ- 


pel requires, as the very firſt and moſt neceſſary condi- 


tion to be a diſciple of Chriſt, that we ſhould deny our- 


ſelves, hate our own humours and inclinations, and 
take up our croſs, and follow him. The world imagines 
them bleſſed, that abound the moſt with worldly ho- 
nours, riches, delicacies, paſtimes, and other worldly 
enjoyments, and have no one to thwart or contradict 
them. The Goſpel, on the contrary, pronounces them 
bleſſed that are poor in this world, that ſuffer injuries 
and affronts with meekneſs, that weep and mourn, and 
that are reviled and perſecuted by men. In a word, the 
life of worldlings is a perpetual contradiction to the 
Goſpel of Chriſt. And the life of Chriſt, and of all the 
true children of the Goſpel, is a perpetual cenſure of 
the world, and its maxims. See, my foul, which thou 
hadſt rather follow, the world or the Goſpel ; the broad 
way, or the narrow ; the way of perdition, or the way 


of life. 


Confider 2dly, that Chriſtianity never had a more 
dangerous enemy than the world; and never yet ſuf- 
fered half ſo much from all the perſecutions of infidels, 
that have been from the beginning, as it continually 
ſuffers from theſe falſe brethren, who, under the Chri- 
ſtian name, are perpetually undermining the Goſpel of ' 
Chriſt, and promoting the kingdom of Satan, The per- 
ſecutions of infidels made innumerable Saints, and 
ſerved very much to purify, and to propagate, the 
church and kingdom of Chriſt: whereas, this war that 
is continually carried on by wicked Chriſtians, againſt 
the morals and maxims of the Goſpel, draws away in- 
numerable ſouls from Chriſt, corrupts the innocence 
even of the beſt inclined, enſlaves them to Satan and 
ſin, and condemns them to hell. O let us beware of 
this mortal enemy of our ſalvation, this torrent of world- 
ly cuſtom, theſe pernicious maxims of a deluded and 
deluding world. 

Conſider 3dly, with relation to this very time of 
Shrove- ide, how wide a diſtance there is between the 

Vol. I. K true 
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true ſpirit of Chriſtianity, and the practice of the chil- 
dren of this world. The church ſets aſide this time 
for a time of devotion and penance, that it may be a 
ſuitable preparation for the ſolemn faſt of Lent; there- 
fore ſhe puts on at this time her penitential attire ; ſhe 
calls upon her children to enter into a penitential diſpo- 
ſition; to renounce now their evil ways, and to confeſs 
their ſins; that, by removing theſe rubs out of the way, 
they may be properly prepared for meeting with mercy 
and grace, at this approaching time of mercy and grace, 
The very name of Shrove-tide, in the ancient Engliſh, 
ſignifies the time of confeſſion of fins, becauſe our catholic 
anceſtors were taught to turn to God, at this time, with 
their whole hearts, by humble confeſſion and penance. 
But O how fadly has the ſpirit of the world perverted this 
pious inſtitution, and turned this time of devotion and pe- 
nance intoa time of riot and fin ; even of ſuch exceſſes and 
extravagances, as would much better ſuit with the hea- 
theniſh feſtivals of Bacchus, than with any Chriſtian 
ſolemnity; much leſs with a preparation for a peniten- 
tial faſt. Beware thou, my ſoul, of conforming thy- 
ſelf to the world, in any of its extravagances at this 
time, leſt by joining now with this enemy of God, and 
of thy ſalvation, thou come to loſe both thyſelf, and thy 
| God, for all eternity. | | 
Conclude to give ezr to the divine oracles. Love not | 
he world, nar the things that are in the world, If any 
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him, 
1 John ii. 15. The friendſhip of this world is the ene- 
my of God: Whoſoever therefore will be a friend of 
this world, becometh an enemy of God, James iv, 4. | 
And fince the word of God thus expreſly declares, | 
that there can be no ſuch thing as being a friend both | 
to God and the world, keep off from the love of the 
world, and from its maxims and cuſtoms, leſt thou 
make God thy enemy. | os # 
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February 18. 
On fighting under the ſtandard of Jeſus Chriſt. 
NYONSIDER firſt, that there are upon earth, 


and have been all along, two oppoſite kingdoms, 
two oppoſite intereſts, two oppoſite cities, Jeruſalem 
and Babylon, the city of God, and the city of the devil; 
two oppoſite ſtandards, that of Jeius Chriſt, and that of 
Satan. From the time that man unhappily fell from 
God by ſin, Satan ſet up his tyrannical uſurpation; 
which he has, by all kind of tricks and lyes, endeavoured 
to maintain ever ſince; by alluring poor deluded mor- 
tals with the glittering ſhew of worldly pomps, riches, 
and pleaſures, to become his flaves, and to fight under 
his ſtandard ; and by eſtabliſhing amongſt them his laws 
and maxims, calculated for nothing elſe but to make 
them miſerable both for time and eternity. And ah! 
how unhappily has he prevailed over millions ! what: 
multitudes every where join with him againſt their God! 
how is this wretched Babylon ſpread over all the 
_—_— | | 

Conſider 2dly, that Jeſus Chriſt came into this 
world, to ſet up his ſtandard, in oppoſition to the ſtan- 
dard of Satan, and to invite all men to follow him; 
promiling to deliver his followers from all their evils, 
and to impart to them all his good. They that duly 
correſpond with his call, and join his royal ſtandard, 
make up the city of God, the bleſſed Jeruſalem, the 
church of the Saints. But ſee now the immenſe diffe- 
rence between theſe two oppoſite cities and their inha- 
bitants ; how happy the one, and how miſerable the 
other. The children of Babylon are miſerable indeed; 
they, are ſlaves to paſſions that can never be fatisfied:: 


to a world that can never be contented: to infernal ty- 


rants, that are continually dragging them along with: 
them towards hell: they are ſlaves to empty vanities,, 
childiſh toys, and lying follies ; labouring under a va- 
riety of fears, cares, ſorrows, uneaſineſſes, and innume- 
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rable other evils, without enjoying ſo much as any one 
folid or laſting ſatisfaction. But O how happy are the 
children of Jeruſalem ! what content, what peace, what 
pure pleaſure in the ſoul, are commonly their portion, 
even in this lite; and immortal joys in the next! and 
malt thou, my ſoul, ſtand one moment to deliberate, 
which of the two thou wilt chooſe; the ftandard of 
Chriſt, or that of Satan; Jeruſalem or Babylon; all 
good, or all evil; verity or vanity ; happineſs or miſe- 
ry ; heaven or hell ? 

Conſider gdly, that all manner of motives, from 
time and eternity, from our origin and laſt end, from 
duty and intereſt, honour and pleaſure, fear and love, 
all here concur to determine the ſoul in her choice, and 
to fix her in the happy reſolution of following the ſtan- 
dard of Jeſus Chriſt. Turn then, my ſoul, turn awa 
from this Babel of confuſion, noiſe, and diſorder : break 
her chains from off thy neck, O captive daughter of 
Sion. Renounce, for good and all, the king of pride; 
the tyrant that has uſurped to himſelf the dominion 
over this world, and its deluded admirers : renounce 
his works and pomps, together with all his aſſociates, 
the princes of darkneſs, and all their ſlaves ; and turn 
thyſelf to the bleſſed Jeruſalem, the city of peace: em- 
brace the king of peace, and his glorious ſtandard, with 
all thy heart; chooſe him for thy king for ever; pay 
him irrevocable homage; and promiſe him inviolable 
fidelity and obedience. bu 

Conclude, ſince thou haſt now choſen Jeſus Chriſt to 
be thy king, to fight manfully unto death, under his 
royal ſtandard of the croſs, againſt his and thy enemies, 
the world, the fleſh, and the devil. In order to this, 
learn well thy exerciſe of prayer, and the rules of the 
goſpel, which are the military diſcipline, which he has 

ed for his ſoldiers, A - ih 
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February 19. 
On the rules preſcribed by Jeſus Chriſt to bis 


followers. 


ONSIDER firſt, the laws of the military 
diſcipline which Jeſus Chriſt preſcribes to all that 
defire to be his ſoldiers, Mat. xvi. 24. If any man will 
come after me, let him deny himſelf, and take up his croſs,, 
and follow me, The obſervance of theſe three articles 
makes a complete ſoldier of Chriſt, We muſt renounce 
ourſelves ; we muſt bear our croſſes; and we muſt walk 
in the ſoot-ſteps of Jeſus Chriſt, The corruption of 
man by fin; the wounds that fin has left in all the fa- 
culties of the ſoul ; the violence of our diſorderly paſ- 
fions; and the bent of our natural inclinations to evil, 
infer a neceſſity of renouncing ourſelves, of fighting 
againſt ourſelves, and of hating our natural inclinations; 


if we hope to be happy either here or hereafter. We 


have not a more dangerous enemy than ourſelves ; the 
devil himſelf cannot hurt us half ſo much as we hurt 
ourſelves, when follow our own will, and indulge- 
our own inclinations. The denying, therefore, of our- 
ſelves, is the firſt article of the diſcipline of Jeſus Chriſt, 
in oppoſition to our unhappy ſelf- love, the root of all - 
our evils, and its three principal branches, the luſt of the 
fieſh, the luſt of the eyes, and the pride of life. The Son 
of God came down from heaven, to engage us in this: 
holy warfare. The humility, the poverty, the volun- 
tary ſufferings of his birth, of his life, and of his death, 
were all levelled againſt theſe enemies. | 
Confider 2dly, that the ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt muſt 
ſtand to his colours; he muſt not run from the croſs. 
He muſt bear and forbear ; he muſt endure many con- 
flicts ; he muſt patiently ſubmit to, and couragiouſly go. 
through, the labours and hardſhips of this ſhort cam- 
paign of his mortal life. He muſt not pretend to- fare 
better than his captain and his king. All ſufferings and 
hardthips appear as nothing to a brave ſoldier, when. he 
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is following his prince, and is happy in his company, 
The Chriſtian ſoldier then muſt be willing to carry his 
croſs after Jeſus Chriſt, who opened heaven to us by 
the croſs, and conducts his ſoldiers thither by the way 
of the croſs. Embrace then, O my foul, this happy in- 
ſtrument of thy ſalvation, in which, if thou beareſt it 
in a proper manner, thou wilt find an inexhauſtible 
ſource of grace and comfort. Embrace the holy will 
of God, which lays the croſs upon thee, to bring thee 
to himſelf, He knows what is beſt for thee, becauſe he 
is infinitely wiſe, and he ſends thee what he knows is 
for the beſt, becauſe he is infinitely. good, and good to 


thee. Thou canſt not be in a ſafer or better way than 


in the way of the croſs, by which Jeſus Chriſt and all 
his Saints have gone to heaven. Even in this life, the 
true ſoldiers of Chriſt find often a greater ſweetneſs in 
the croſs, than in all the pleaſures of this world. 
Conſider 3dly, that the ſoldiers of Chriſt are all call- 
ed, even as his firſt diſciples were, to follow him ; that 
is, to walk in his foot ſteps, by an imitation of his life. 
He came down from heaven to be our teacher, and our 
model; and *tis the great duty of all that deſire to be- 
long to him, to copy after his bleſſed original, and to 
ſhew forth in themſelves the life of Jeſus Chriſt: To 
learn of him to be meek and humble of heart : To learn 
of him poverty of ſpirit, a contempt of the honours, 


riches, and pleaſures of this world, and a diſengage- 


ment of the heart from all earthly things: to learn of 
him a horrour for ſin, and an obedience even unto death : 
in fine, to learn of him, a perpetual conformity to the 
will of God, and an unbounded charity to every neigh- 
bour, Such was the life of Jeſus Chriſt, and ſuch ought 


to be the life of all his ſoldiers. 


Conclude to embrace henceforward this diſcipline of 
Feſus Chriſt, in all its parts. *Tis a heavenly diſcipline 
indeed; ſince he came down from heaven to teach it ; 


and the obſervance of it is to bring us to heaven. 
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N. B. That as Lent ſometimes begins before the 
twentieth of February, ſometimes after; when it be- 
gins before, the meditations that are not read at this 
time are to be read in June, after the octave of Car- 
pus Chriſti : as on the other hand, when Lent begins 
later than the twentieth of February, the meditations 
that ſhall be wanting here, are to be taken out of the 
number of thoſe that are placed in the month of June 
after the aforeſaid octave. | 


Here follow meditations for the feaſts of St. Matthias, 
St. Foſeph, and the Annuntiation of the Bleſſed Vir- 
gin, which commonly fall in Lent. 


February 24. 
On the goſpel for the feaſt of St. Matthias, 


i ONSIDER firſt, how our Lord, rejoicing in 
the Holy Ghaſt, Matt. xi. 25, &c. addreſſed him- 
ſelf to his heavenly Father in theſe words: I give thanks 
to thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, 2 thou 
haſt hid theſe things (the great truths of the Goſpel) 
from the wiſe and prudent (of this world) and haſt re- 
vealed them to little ones. And learn thou, my ſoul, 
to admire and adore in this the wonderful ways of 
the wiſdom of God, who ever reſiſts the proud, and 
gives his grace to the humble; and therefore with- 
draws and hides himſelf, and his truths, from ſuch as 
are pufft up with the conceit of their own wit or learn- 
ing, or any other talents, whether natural or acquired; 
whilſt he diſcovers his ſecrets to the little and humble; 
hills their ſouls with his heavenly light, and works his 


greateſt wonders in them, and by them. Thus he did 


with regard to his Apoſtles : and thus we ſhall generally 
find, that the humble and ſimple have been the inſtru- 
ments,.in the hand of God, of all the great works he 
has wroughtin the converſion and ſanctification of ſouls. 
O bleſſed be his name for ever, who thus delights in 
lhewing his power in weak veſſels; and chooſes the 
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contemptible things of this world, to confound our 
pride! O teach me, dear Lord, to be ever little and 
humble! i 

Conſider 2dly, how ſweetly our Lord, on the ſame 
occaſion, invites us to himſelf ; ſaying, Come to me all 
you that labour, and are heavy laden, and I will refreſh 
you. Alas! we all labour in this vale of tears: The 
days of this world are ſhort and evil, full of ſorrows 
and miſeries; where man is defiled with many fins, 
« enſnared with many paſſions, aſſaulted with many 
fears, diſquieted with many cares, diſſipated with ma- 
ny curioſities, entangled with many vanities, ſurround- 
ed with many errors, broken with many hardſhips 
and fatizuzs, troubled with many temptations,” em- 
pis. And is not all this /abouring and being heavy la- 
den? Yes, there is a heavy yoke,indeed, upon the children 
of Adam, from their coming out of their mother's womb, 
untill the day of their burial into the mother of all, Ec- 
cluf. xli. But what remedy then for all theſe evils? We 
muſt run to Chriſt, and he ww2ll refreſh us; he will comfort, 
and relieve us. Ye muſt take up his yoke upon us, and 
he will reſcue us from the ſlavery of fin and Satan; he 
will qualify all our other labours and miſeries; he will 
give us the victory over all our paſſions and temptations 
and we ſball find reft to our fouls. For his yoke is ſtoret, 
and his burthen light. 

Conſider 3dly, that our Lord here invites us alſo to 
learn of him, to take him for our mafter, and to be- 
come his ſcholars. A great honour indeed, to have 
the Son of God come down from heaven to be our 
teacher ! But what then are we to learn of fo great a 
maſter ? Are we to learn of him to make heaven and 
earth; or to rule and govern the whole univerſe ? Or 
are we to learn of him to work all kind'of miracles, and' 
to raiſe the dead to life? O no: but weare to learn of 
him, to be meek and humble of heart. This is the great 
leſſon the king of heaven came down to teach us. In 
learning this, we ſhall find a remedy for all our evils, 
No one but he could effectually teach us this leſſon. 
Could we even raiſe the dead to life, it would be all 

ker ee nothing 
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nothing, without learning to be meek and humble of heart, 
and overcoming paſſion and pride. | . 
Conclude, O my ſoul, to comply henceforward with 
this ſweet ſummons and invitation of thy dear Lord, and 
to run to him, and put thyſelf in his ſervice : that, with 
his gracious aſſiſtance, thou mayſt caſt off from thy 
ſhoulders the heavy yoke of the world, the fleſh, and 
the devil; and take up his light yoke, and reft in him 

for ever. | | 


March 19. 


On St, Jos ER. 
C ONSIDER firſt, the teſtimony that the Holy 


Juſt man, And doubtleſs the Almighty would never 
have made choice of any man to be the chaſt bride- 
groom of the pureſt of virgins, and the foſter-father 
and guardian of his own divine Son, that was not con- 


ſummate in purity and ſanctity. Learn from hence, 


Chriſtian fouls, what kind of qualifications will make 
you alfa agreeable to Jeſus and Mary: you will cer- 
tainly drive them far away from you by criminal im- 
purity, Admire the command St. Joſeph had of his 
paſſions, in his; joining perfect continence with the 
ſtate of marriage; and in the evenneſs of ſoul, which 
he preſerved r all events, how adverſe ſoever : and 
learn- of him to keep thy paſſions under ſubjection, 
and chearfully to ſuhmit thy will in all occaſions to the 
appointments of heaven. 


Conſider 2dly, the great examples St. Joſeph has 


given us of all other virtues:. his lively faith, in a read 
ſubmiſſion of his ſoul to the belief of the moſt difficu 
myſteries, relating to the incarnation of the Son of God: 
his ardent love 'of his deareſt Jeſus: his concern and 
tender care for him in his infancy and childhood ; and 
his wonderful diligence in all that belonged to his. 
charge; his meeknels and charity to the Bleſſed Virgity 

| when, 


Ghoſt has given to the virtue and ſanctity of 
St. Joſeph, in telling us in the goſpel that he was @ 
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when, to his unfpeakable ſurprize, he found her with 
child: his ready obedience, without demur or reply, 
to every intimation of the will of heaven; whatſoever 
hardſhips or labours it might put him to; as in the caſe 
of his flight into Egypt: his patience underafflictions and 
perſecutions: his humble ſubmiſſion, notwithitanding his 
royal extraction, to the toil and labour of a handicraft, 
to gain a poor livelihood for himſelf, and for Jeſus and 
Mary, with the ſweat of his brow : together with an 
amiable ſimplicity in his whole comportments, and a 
perpetual attention to God, by divine contemplation, 
Chriſtians, let us imitate his virtues, whatſoever our 
ſtation of life may be: we ſee by his example, that per- 
fect ſanctity may be found even in the midſt of the dit- 
tractions of a worldly calling: and that if we are not 
Saints, 'tis not the fault of our calling, but of our not 
correſponding with divine grace. St. Joſeph found 
a great advantage to his ſoul from his having Jeſus al- 
ways in his company, and working with him: O let 
us alſo take care to have Jeſus always with us, 
(wherever we are, or whatever we are doing) by a ſpirit 
of recollection, and a conſtant attention to him; and 
never to drive him away by any finful converſation ; 
or by entertaining his enemies in our interiour ; and we 
ſhall quickly be ſenſible of the fruits his preſence will 
bring to our ſouls. wht * 
Conſider 3dly, and learn from the example of Jeſus, 
Mary and Joſeph, how great an errour the world lies un- 
der, when it flies with ſo much eagerneſs from poverty 
and labour, as conceiving them to be great evils ; which 
the wiſdom of God made choice of for himſelf, for his 
bleſſed mother, and his reputed father : and which they 
have conſecrated by their life and practice. As for thy 
part, my ſoul, have another way of thinking ; E. 
if thy condition be that of the rich, be not pufft u 
with it; but rather humble thyſelf to ſee thou art ſo 
unlike to that bleſſed family; and ſear the many dan- 
gers that riches are expoſed to: deſpiſe not the poor, 
but ever honour and ſuccour them, as the relations 
of Chriſt, or as Chriſt himſelf: thou haſt his authority 
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for doing ſo. If thou art poor, remember thou weareſt 
the livery of Chriſt, and of his Family: comfort thy- 
ſelf in the reſemblance thou beareſt with them; and 
take care leſt, by thy murmuring or impatience, thou 
loſe any of the advantages which thy ſtate entitles thee 
to. If thou followeſt any trade or handicraft, take St. 


by his example, that ſanctity is not inconſiſtent with th 

buſineſs. But then take heed, left by any fraud, or in- 
juſtice, or by an exceſſive ſolicitude for the things of 
this world, to the negle& of thy foul, thou baniſh 
Jeſus from thy ſhop or houſe. Be ſure to make him 
the companion of all thy labour; offer up all thou 
doeſt to him ; and often entertzin thyſelf with him. 
If God has bleſſed thee with children, take care, by an 
early diligence, to form Chriſt in them, by conſtantly 
inſtilling into their tender minds the fear and love of 
God, and the horrour of fin : thus thou mayſt, like St. 
Joſeph, bring up Jeſus, in theſe little ones. Seas 
Conclude to honour St. Joſeph, by an imitation of 
his virtues : and, in order to this, implore the aſſiſtance 
of his prayers. His intereſt is great with our Lord; 
as St. Tereſa declares ſhe frequently experienced. 
Beg in particular his interceſſion, for the obtaining of a 
happy death. St. Joſeph was happy in death, by hay- 
ing our Lord and the bleſſed Virgin to attend and 
aſhſt him. Let us, like him, keep ever cloſe to 
them 1n life, and they will be with us in death, | 


March 25. 
On the Annuntiation of the bleſſed Virgin. 


YONSIDER firſt, how the Angel Gabriel (Luke 

i. 26 &c.) was ſent from God into a city of Galilte 
called Nazareth, to a Virgin, eſpouſed to a man whoſe 
name was Foſeph, of the houſe of David; and the Vir- 
gin's name was Mary. And the Angel being come in 
ſaid to her, Hail full of grace, te Lord is with thee; 
bleſſed art thou among women. And when ſhe had heard, 
75 e 


Joſeph for thy patron, and for thy pattern. Thou ſeeſt, 
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r wal troubled at bis ſaying, and thaught. with herſelf 
what manner of ſalutation this ſhould be. And theidn: 
gel. ſaid. to ber: Fear not Mary, for thou haſt found 
grace with God. Behold thou ſhalt conceiue in thy womb, 
and ſhalt bring forth a Son, and thou ſhalt call his name 
Jeſus. He ſhall be great and ſhall he called the Som of the 
met High, and the Lord God fholl give: untd. him the 
throne of David his father; and he ſhall reign in the 
hauſe of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom: there ſhall 
be no end. Chriſtians give attention to this moſt ſacred 
and moſt ſolemn embaſſage, ſent from the king of 
heaven, not to any of the great ones, or -potentates 
of this world, but to a poor and humble maid: ta treat 
with her upon the * matters; even upon the 
great buſineſs of the 

the eſtabliſhment of his everlaſting kingdom, and the 
redemption and falvation of man, Admire and adore 
the depth of the wiſdom of the ways of God, (ſo much 
exalted above the maxims, and ways; of the . worldly 
wiſe) by which he is pleaſed to bring abaut ſuch. great 
things, without noiſe, or pomp, in ſo humble a manner, 
and by ſuch humble inſtruments. And give thanks 
for that infinite goodneſs and love for us, Which he 
has ſhewn in the myſtery of this day. | 


Conſider 2dly, the great leſſons, the Bleſſad Virgin | 


_ teaches us, by her whole comportment on this occaſion. 
She is - favoured with an embaſſage from, God: the is 
greeted, by one of the higheſt, of the Angels, as fall 
divine grace: ſhe is told that the Lord is awithher, and 
that /he is bleſſed among all women: and inſtead of being 
pufft up with theſe high favours, or taking any vain 
complacency in theſe titles and encomiums, ſhe is 
troubled at the words of the Angel, and, through the 
humble ſentiments ſhe has of herſelf, wonders what 
ſhould be the meaning of ſuch a ſalutation, She is 
aſſured by the Angel that he has found grace with Gadg 
and is choſen by bim, to conceive and bear the 
Saviour of the world, even the Son of the moſt High: 
and ſo great is her love for virginal purity, that ſhe is 
ready to forego the dignity — of Goa, rathe 
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than part with her virginity. How Hall this le done, 
faith ſhe, becauſe I know net man ? As being conſe- 
crated by vow to God; and determined to keep my 
vow. The Angel informs her, that ſhe ſhall conceive 
by the Holy hoſt, and be overſhadowed by the 
power of the moſt High, fo as ſtill to remain a pure 
maid. And then with a moſt profound humility, and 
a moſt perfect oblation of herſelf to God, and an en- 
tire conformity to his bleſſed will, ſhe cries out- B.- 
hald the handmaid of the Lord, be it done to me accord- 
ing to thy word. Let us ſtudy well, and learn of her 
the practice of theſe great leſſons, of humility, love 
of purity, and perfect reſignat on of ourſelves to the 
will of God. He 3 | 

Confider 3dly, how as ſoon as the". bleſſed Virgin 
had thus given her conſent, ſhe immediately conceived 
by the Holy Ghoſt; who by his almighty power, formed 
a body out of her pureſt blood, and created an im- 
mortal foul for that body: and this body and foul were 
in that inſtant aſſumed, and united to the eternal Word, 
the Son of God, the ſecond perſon of the adorable 
Trinity. And thus, was celebrated in the Virgin's - 
womb the ſacred wedding of our human nature with 
the divine perſon of the Son of God, to the feaſt of 
which we are all invited, Matthew xxii. Thus (he 
Mord was made fleſh and dwelt amongſt us, St. John i. 
This great myſtery of the Incarnation of the Son of 
God is the original ſource of all our good: in making” 
God man, it has made man God. The Son of God 
by taking upon him our humanity, makes us partakers of 
his divinity. He comes to be our Saviour and our 
Redeemer, to deliver us from all our evils : he comes 
to be our advocate, and our phyſician: he comes 
to be our father, and our friend: he comes to be 
our king, and our prieſt, and to mate us kings and 
priefls to his Father. He ſtoops down to our duſt, to 
raife us up from the duſt, and to bring us to fit down © 
with him in his throne. Apoc. ni: 21. See then, my 
ſoul, in what manner thou oughteſt to celebrate this 
great feſtival of 0 the Son of God) 


Vor, I. What 
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Wat homage” and adoration ; what praiſe and thank. 
giying thou oweſt him for theſe wonders, he! has 
wrought in thy favours: what return of love for his 
love to thee? O welcome him at leaſt to the | beſt of 
thy power; and ſince he comes to dwell amongſt us; 
beg he would accept of the lodging of thy heart. 
Conclude to keep forever in thy ſoul, a faithful, 
prateful and loving remembrance of the myſtery of the 
incarnat'on,of the Son of God; and a ſincere affection 
for his Virgin Mother : And with theſe diſpoſitions, fre- 
* quently in the day repeat the angelical ſalutation; more 
eſpecially at the- regular hours of the TING noon. 


and night. 
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ON SIDER firſt, how God calls upon us, by 
his prophet in the leflon of this day. Be con- 

—— to me, ſaith he, with all your heart, in faſting, 
and iin weeping, and in mourning : and rend your hearts,.' 
aud not pour garments, and turn to the Lord your Gad. 
70 i, 12, 13. Chriſtians, hearken to this ſummons 
rom heaven. O let it ſink deep into your ſouls: and | 
if this day you hear the voice. of God, ſweetly in- 
viting. you to return to him in good earneſt, now at | 
this holy ſeaſon, harden not your hearts; leſt provoked | 
by. your impenitence, he turn away from you, and you” Wi 
die in Four ſuis. O let us repent and amend, as we. | 
are admoniſhed by the church on this day, whilſt we. 
have time, Jeſt being overtaken by death, which is 
ever following at our heels, we. ſhould ſeek for Fas 
of penance, and not be able to find it. 
Conſider 2dly, the meaning of the athes which are 
put on our bebe this day with thoſe wards. Lene. ; 
ber man that thou art duſi: and. into du then” 
return. Sackcloth and àſhes were the ancient h4bi 
penitents, The Ninivites by faſting in ſackcloth ahd 
aſhes found mercy. Let theſe aſhes then, which We 
receive on our heads, at the beginning of this penis 
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the! like Pere ſpirit. They are an emblens 
of contrition and humility : let us receive them witk 
a contrite and humble heart. They are alſo a remem- 
brance of our mortality; of our tail compoſition, and 
of our haſty return to our mother earth. O let us 
think well on this; and renounce henceforward he 
unhappy. pride and preſumption: O let us make good: 
uſe of this our ſhort time, and prepare for that mo- 
ment, which ;ſhall e'er long ſend away our ſouls into 
another. region, and turn our bodies into dirt _ 
guilt,” 
= Conſider; 3dly; Chriſtian foul, thoſe words, in if they 
were addreſſed to thee, yet forty days, and Ninive fball 
be defiroyed. Jonas iii. 4+. Alas]! have not thy fans, 
like thoſe of Ninive, called to heaven this long- time 
for vengeance ?, And haſt thou not too much reaſon to 
fear, leſt the mercy, which thou haſt ſo long abuſed; 
Wy ſhould now quickly give place to juſtice, and ſhould ſuf» 
fer thee to die in thy fins. Perhaps this is the laſt re- 
prieve, that God will grant thee. In all appearance the 
good uſe or the abuſe of theſe forty days _ deter- 
mine thy lot for an eternity. | 
Conclude then to ſpare no pains to avert the Jede 
ment that hangs over thy head; and ſo to ſpend theſe 
forty days of reprieves in ſuing for merey, after the 
manner God has; appointed, that i by fi ing, weep- 
ing, and mourning, that thou mayſt n 1 * 
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Mit. ix. 18"and* that the devil is not to be caſt out, 

but by prayer and faſting, St. Mark ix. 29. Man fell 
from God originally by inte mperance; he returns to 
him by Jaſting. The gratifying our ſenſual appetite 
betrays us, both to the fleſh, and to the devil: we over- 
come them both by fo afting : by which (as the church 
daily inculcates in the preface for Lent) God reſtrains 
our vices and paſſions, elevates our ſouls to himſelf, 
and beſtows upon us his heavenly gifts and graces. 0 
happy faſting which driveſt away all our evils, healeſt 
both- ſoul and body; and bringeſt us to our: ang 

od! 
"Confeter 2dly, thatthere are three great advantages fond 
in fafting. Firſt it appeaſes the wrath of God, provoked 
byourfins: Inaſmuch as by faſting for them, weacknow- 
ledge our guilt ; and take part with his juſtice, in con- 
demning and puniſhing ourſelves, For there is nothing 
ſooner moves God to ſhew us mercy, than the ho- 
mage we pay to his juſtice, by exercifing/a'wholeſome 
ſeverity againſt the wretch that has dared to offend 
God. O let us conceive a juſt indignation againſt this 
finſul fleſh | Let us not ſpare the traiter; thatchas fo 
oſten betrayed us into my Let'a } - on! faſt be 
our regular exerciſe. 1 

Conſider 3dly, that another greatgyantage of fa fa fling 
is, 'that we are enabled by — paſſions 
and concupiſcences. Faſtin en performed with a 
due ſpirit, humbles the Pome rot and conſe- 
quently reſtrains the irregulat motions of all the paſſions 
that are the daughters of pride. It keeps the fleſh in 
ſubjection, by depriving it of the principal nouriſhment 
of its rebellions and diſorders; and obliges it to ſub- 


mit to the ſpirit, And which is a third advantage, in 


bent to its weakening the paſſions of the fleſh, 
it gives ſtrength and vigour to the ſoul ; ſets it at liberty 
from the clogs that hinder its free lation to hea- 


on reel. ; and enables it to fly upwards 1 gr 


purer prayer and contemplation; 
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ibabis ſpirit, cannot fail of moving God to mercy. 


Til fa 17 
in : the Hear. 11 ; 
by has 2 contributed to make them the favourites 
of heaven. But take care that your faſting be accompa- 


nied with its proper attendants, ac it may des mn a 
faſt as God has choſen. eres 1 
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Friday after Seel, - 
On the rules of faſting. 


ON: SIDER firſt faſting, a0 e 
C preſent, diſcipline | 11 church, implies three 
things. Firſt we. are to abſtain ſrom fleſh meat, on 


/ Raine days:. ena we are to eat but one meal in 


the day a and th 15 dy: we are not to take our meal till 
about, noon, ... I he ancient diſcipline of the church 
was more rigorous, both in the point of the, abſtinence, 
and in not allgwing the meal in Lent till the evening. 
Theſe r lation, are calculated to mortify the ſenſual 


17 17 10 Dy ee elk dental. If. you find ſome 


difficulty.,in ance of them; offer it up to 
God for your 1 aſting is not deſigned to pleaſe, 
but to puniſh, * diligent compliance on this oc- 
caſion with the. Jaws of your mother the church, wilt: 
alſo give an additional value to your A 
from the * of bedience, Ne 
Conſidet 2dly, that we , muſt not canta ontflves- 
with the outward obſeryance of theſe regulations, thaty 
relate to our diet, on faſting days: but we muſe princi- 
pally have regard to the inward. ſpirit, and what we! 
may call the very foul of the faſt; which-is A peni- 
tential. ſpirit. a ithout this the outward obſenvance;-1 is 
but like a carcaſs without life. This penitential ſpirit: 
hal we A. deep: ſenſe of the uilt of our ſins, à horror 
. all our paſt diſſoy alties and treaſong a 
an deg for them; a ſincere deſire to re- 
ruin, 0 Gl, and to renouncs our ſinful ways for the 
ſuture and. gartiularly readineſs of mind to make 
the beſt ſatigfadtion we are capable of ib. divinei juſtige, 
by penancing ourſglyes for; our ſina. » Faſting; perforinog 
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Conſider ily that fervent : Purer 55 aalen 
allo, according to each ones ability, ought to be the 
inſeparable companions of our faſting. Theſe three fif- Þ 
ters ſhould go hand in hand, T96. xii. 8. to help us I 
in, our warfare againſt our three mortal enemies, the 
fleſh, the world, and the devil, The practice of theſe 
three eminent good works we .muſt. oppoſe to that 
triple concupiſence, which reigns. in the world, and by : 
means of which Satan maintains his unhappy reign. | 
By faſting we overcome the luſt of the fleſh :, by alms- 


empty toys: and by fervent and humble prayer we 
conquer the pride of life, and put to flight the devil, 
the king of pride. O let us never forget 1 tocall in theſe 1 

werful auxiliaries to help us in our warfare, . Let 
As Imsdeeds and prayer ever accompany our faſts. 

Conelude to follow theſe rules if you deſire your 
faſt ſhould be acceptable: if you fail 3 in ae 
rande ſuch a faſt as God hath bande, | 


5 aturdey after Albweduſtay. 
On the great faſt of a Chriſtian. ? wy 


PORTED firſt that the great and "penatal 

£4. faſt of a chriſtian is to abſtain from fin. This 
faſt  obliges all forts of perſons, young and old, 
fick and Teakby, at all times, nd in all places... "Ti 
pretend to faſt, and yet to go on in wilful ſin, is 4 
mockery, rather than a faſt were the Phaxiſees 
the better for their faſting, while their ſouls. werg;cor- 
rupted; with pride, covetouſneſs, malice, and " 
criſy? Did not God reject the faſts of che 
(Jaias lviii.) becauſe on the days of their Kalle, 
they continued to provoke him by their cuſtomary ſins! 
And will he be better pleaſed; with us, if we, in pre: 
tending to faſt, are guilty of the like disorder ee 


"No ©. > 


deeds, we ſubdue the luſt of the eyes, by which) we 
are apt to covet the mammon of the world, and its 


etery Day in tht Via +4 
certainly. If then we” would faſt ta the 4 
Let the wicked man forſake his way, and the unjuſt an 
his thoughts, and let him return to the Lord, and chen he 
» Por tByTO9908 of is 


be the 25% have mercy on him, Iſai. We is EE 7 . 
ee ſiſ- Conſider 2dly, that the true Chriſtian faſt ſhould not 
elp us only put a reſtraint upon the ſenſual appetite, in poſmt 
S, the of eating ; but alle extendd itfelf to àa more general mor- 
f theſe tification of every one of the ſenſes and faculties ; in, and 
> that by which, we have deen liable to intemperance, or ex- 
nd by ceſs. The eyes, the ears, the tongue; and fo of all the 
reign. BY reſt, ought likewiſe, to faſt, from curioſity, ſenſuali- 
alms- Pl ty, vanity, carnal pleaſures, idle converſations; theatri- 
ch) we cal Mews, and other worldly. and ſenſual diverſions, 
nd its unbecoming a ſerious Chriſtian penitent at all times; 
er we FF but much more on days of faſting. But eſpecially We 
devil, are warned, I/al. lviii. 3. on the days of our faſting, to 
a theſe faſt from our own. will, humour, and paſſion, as that, 
Let which ofall things is the moſt oppoſite to the faſt which 
Od hath choſen, O my foul, fee thou take good no- 
2 your tice of this leſſon, -. Beware leſt thou break thy faſt, by 


indulging ſelf-will, pride, and paſſion. - SOROS 

| Conſider 3dly, and weigh well the deſcription given 
by the prophet Iſaias, chap. lviii, of the faſt that is ac- 
ceptable. to the Lord, and of its happy effects in the 
| foul. 1s not this (ſaith the Lord) the faſt that I have 
N choſen? Looſe the bands of wickedneſs =+- and break a- 
inder every burden. Deal thy bread to the hungry, and 
eneral bring the needy and the harbourleſs into thy houſe wh 

\ This thou ſhalt ſee' one naked, cover him, and deſpiſe not i 
N own fleſh, Then ſhall thy light break forth as the morn- 
To ing, and thy health ſhall ſpeedily 1 and thy juſtice Hall 
ty. is 4 go before thy face. Then ſbait thou call and the Lord 
ariſees ſhall hear, &c. If thou wilt take atoay the chain out 'of 
a cor - the mid/t"of thet, and ceaſe to ſpeak that 'which it good 
Dypo- for, nothing. M hen thou ſhalt pour out thy ſoul te the 
Jews hungry, und ſhalt | ſatisfy the affittted Les then ſhall thy 
ating, light riſe up in darneſs. --- And the Lord will give thea 
y ſins? ret continually, and fill thy foul with brightneſs - And 
n pre: thou ſhalt be like @ watered garden, and like a fauntam 
de w/e uu fall ne fails 


Con- 


1 8 * FINA, e 
116 1 ME TONS 1 
Conclude ever to nlake it the great buſineſs of thy 
faſt, to break thy bands aſunder, and to put away from 
thee the chains of ſin ; and then, b y exerciling works of 


mercy, thou en wile be etitle to > Eres "ne to Al 


that is good. 
Firſt Sunday i in Lent: % 
On the faſt of Lins, ir.» +: ca 


YONSIDER firſt, that a faſt of far 7 days has 
been recommended by the law, and the pro hets, 
and ſanctified by the example of Chriſt hirhſe . Nose 
faſted forty days (Exod. xxiv. 18.) whillt Heiconverſed 
with God iT the mountain, when be received 
divine law. And again, when the people had' fin- 
ned, he returned to the Lord to the mountain, 
and faſted other forty' days, Exodus xxxiv. 28. Elias 
faſted forty days i in the wilderneſs, before he came to 
the mountain of God 3 where he Was fayoured 
with the viſion" of God, as far as man is capable of 
ſeeing him in this life, 3 Kings xix. 8. Cbriſt, our 
Lord, before he entered upon his miſſion of preaching 
his Goſpel, retired into a wilderneſs, and there em- 
ployed forty days in prayet and faſting, St. Matt. iv, 2. 
How happy ſhall we be, if, by imitating; ne ip 
our ſmall ability, theſe great examples, we. m 
draw near to God, by this forty days faſt of Lauf 
But then, in order to this, we muſt N as they; did, 
retirement and much prayer with our faſtin 
£ Conſider 2dly, that the forty days faſt of Lent, a- 
mongſt Chriſtians, is primitive and pbelcl: it be- 
gan with Chriſtianity itſelf; and, with Chriſtianſty, has 
been received by all people and nations which have re- 
ceived. the faith 85 law of Chrift. Embrace then, ©) 
m ſoul, this ſolemn penitential faſt, this, apoſtolical 
ice, this precious remnant of primitiye diſeipline. 
But ſee it be with a peniteutial ſplrit. Bibald noti i- 
the' acceptable time, behold noi is the day x falvation, 2 ' ſu 
Cor. vi. 2. Take thou care not to gecely e ſo bent - * 
Brace: in vain. Theſe forty days, ir tho miake rvod uſe Wl 


* 


5 | devotion, in which we may worthily commemorate the 
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of them, will be happy. days to thee.” 0 ſeel the Lon 


hilft he may be found, call upon him whilſt he 45 neat, 
FH, LO LE RR Monde KEIL, ene 
Conſider 3dly, that the great buſineſs of Lent is to 
do penance. for our ſins: to go daily with Magdalene 
to the feet of Chriſt ; to waſh. them in ſpirit witk peni- 
tential tears: to make our confeſſion to him, and to 
lay down all our fins at his ſeet, begging that he would 
cancel them with his precious blood: to renounce 
chem for ever; to deteſt them, and to bewail them in 
W his ſight: to offer him our poor hearts with all our 
Jaffections, in order to make him the beſt amends we 
can, for our paſt difloyalties, by loving him with all our 
power for the time to come: that, as he faid of Mag- 
= dalene, St. Luke vii. Many fins are forgroen ber, 5 
cauſeſbe bath loved much; ſo he may alſo fay of us. In 
chis ſpirit we ſhould make a daily offering of our faſt- 
Wing, and of all the other ſelf-denials, and penitential 
exercices of this time, to be united to the paſſion and 
death of the Son of God, and fo to be accepted of, 
through him, in fatisfaction for aur ſins; O do this, 
my ſoul, during theſe forty days, and thou ſhalt live. _ 
Conclude to make good uſe of this holy time, in 
which mercy flows. O admire and adore that mercy 
which has endured thee ſo long, and which preſſes thee, 
now at leaſt, to return to thy God. O take care, leſt 


| 


provoked by thy impenitence, he cut thee off in thy ſins ! 
Monday after the firſt Sunday in 
- 303 hc; e, MLA! 
On ide ends of the inſtitution of Lent. « 
NYONSIDER firſt, that, beſides the great buſineſs 
of doing penance for the fins of the year, and of 


ir whole lives, which is the main deſign of Lent; it 
is alſo inſtituted to be, in a particular manner, a time of 


- ©. * 
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ufferings and death of our Redeemer, and make them 
we 


e ſudſect of our daily meditations : in which alſo 
e 157 5 may 
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may, by more than ordinary recollection and, prayer, 
diſpoſe our ſouls for duly ceſebrating the great paſcha 
ſolemnity, and imitating therein the geſurręction of | 
the Son of God: and in whioh we may in ſuch man- ficul 
ner cleanſe and purify our fouls by ſpiritual exercices, as Whiec 
to be fit to approach worthily (as the church commands 
us) to the divine myſteries at Eaſter. See, my ſoul, thou 
keep Lent in ſuch manner as to anſwer theſe ends. 
Conſider 2dly, that Lent is a time which God parti- 
cularly claims for himſelf; as being the tithe of the 0¹ 
year, which therefore ought, to be ſet aſide for him: Wl © 
As in the law he appointed that the tithes of all thing 
ſhould be fanRified to him, Leviticus Wii. And if 
furely nothing could be more juſt, than that we ſhould . 
offer our tithes, at leaſt, to him that, gives us all. eh 
How juſtly then does he require of us the tithes. of our Wc 
years, by our dee ß theſe forty days, in a ſpecial Nat 
manner, to his ſervice? How religiouſly. then, and how WF 
holily ought we to ſpend this time of Lent, that our per - 
formances may anſwer this great deſign of conſecrating Wi 
the tithe of the year to the divine ſervice ? An offering e 
made to God ought to be. without blemiſh :. let our . 
Lent-offering be ſuch. 


Conſider 30ly, that the time, of Lent ought i be for 
rt) 


people that live inthe wofld, What a ſpiritual retreat is 
or regular communities. That is, a time in Which, 
retiting as muck 4s Hay be from the hbiſe and diftrac- 
tions of the world, they may enter into themſelves, 
andtake a ſerious view of the whole ſtate of their interi- 
our. Now is the time for them to ſee and examine how 
the ſou! ſtands affected, with relation to her God, to her 
neighbours, and to herſelf : how ſhe acquits herſelf of 
all her duties, as well thoſe incumbent, on all Chriſti- 
ans, as thoſe that are proper to her reſpeckive calling, 
or relative to thoſe under her charge. Now is the time 
to ſearch diligently after ſuch ſecret fins as, are apt to 
lie lurking in the ſoul ; diſguiſed by ſome. pretext of 
good, or wrapt up under the folds of ſelf-loye., In 4 
word, now is the time to acquire a true knowledge. of 
ourſelves, in order to apply a proper remedy to a yo 
Go evi 
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nd to lay a ſolid foundation of a good life for 
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Conclude to anſwer, in the beſt manner thou art 


able, all theſe ends of the inſtitution of Lent; and par- 
Wicularly apply thyſelf at this time to take as it were in 
Pieces the whole method of thy life, and to reform all 
What thou findeft amiſsz. e ee 3 


Tugſday. 


On the examination of the ſtate of our interiour. 


Wther ſciences, and to know all things elſe, if we ſhould 
Wot know what paſſes within ourſe 


ves, and ſo ſhould 
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nour, temporal intereſt, ſenſual pleaſure; the gtatifyins Nn 
thyſelf, or the world, makes thee turn thy back on d 
him ? The true lover is ever thinking on the object of 
his love, and never better content than when in com- j 
pany, and converſingwith his beloved. Is thy love of God 
ſuch as this? Art thou-refolutely determined, for no 
conſideration whatſoever, for no honour, no intereſt, no 
pleaſure, no human reſpect, no fear, no love, for no- 
thing, in fine, that the world can give, or take away, 
to be diſloyal to thy God ? If not, the love of God i; 
not in thee, and thou art none of his. This is the beſt 
rule, by which thou mayſt know, whether thou really 
loveſt God, or no. But then, to know thy true difpaſt- 
tion in this regard, examine thy works. I you love me, 
faith the Lord, keep my commandments, St. John xiv. 15. 
Conſider 3dly, that thou muſt alſo examine, how thy 
ſoul ſtands affected with regard to thy neighbour. For 
here is another great branch of the Chriſtian's duty, in 
which his ſoul is no leſs intereſted, and in which too 
many deceive themſelves. O my foul, art thou 4 in 
thy thoughts, words, and works, to thy neighbour? 
Doſt thou live up to the rules of charity in his regard? Wl 
Att thou not cenſorious in thy judgments ; bitter in th) V 
ſpeeches ; haſty and paſſionate in thy carriage to him! Wl 


* — 
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Doſt thou never injure him in his reputation, by back- Wl ' 
biting and detraction; in his honour, by affronts ; in t 
his friends, dy tale-bearing; in the peace of his mind, t 
by deriſion or contempt? Art thou juſt in all th deal: 0 


ings with him? Doſt thou pay him his dues f Doſt | 
thou keep nothing from him unjuſtly ? Doft thou do t 
by him, in whatever ſtation of life he may be, as thou h 
wouldſt be done by, if thou wert in his caſe? Is there Wl © 
no rancour in thy heart againſt any one foul upon earth! WS 
No ſecret hatred, malice, or envy ? Examine thyfelf e 
well upon all theſe heads, in which millions affeck to Wt © 
deceive themſelves, to their eternal perdition,"')! 4 

Conclude to labour ſeriouſly for the Knowledge bf | 
thyſelf, that thou mayſt effeCtually amend thy Mfe, and 
ſecure thy ſoul. For why ſhould thou' ſuffer thyſell Þ 
to be any longer blindfolded by paffion, or affected is: 
ern | noraſce, i 


/ 
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Atifyiny norance, with evident danger of falling dawn the 
zack on dreadful precipice which leads to a miſerable eternity. 


n con Ennber-Medugſdla, firſt weekin Leni. 


of God 

ye no On a further examination of the foul.” 
reſt, no S inte bias, 
for no. HONSsID ER firſt, that we muſt alſo examine 
e away, . che ſtate of our fouls, as to hidden fins, and as 
God i; to ſuch ſins as we may be guilty of in others; for, in 
he beſt theſe kinds, many are guilty of great diſorders, while 
u really they flatter themſelves that all goes well with them. 
diſpoſi. Few, indeed, are ignorant of their carnalſins; though, 
ove me, even in theſe, ſometimes perſons deceive themſelves: 
tiv. 15 but very many take little or no notice of their /pritnal 
ww thy ſins, which are more interiour ; and, though leſs infa- 
r. For mous in the eyes of men, are more heinous in the ſight 
luty, in of God: ſee then thou examine thyſelf thoroughly up- 
ich too on theſe heads; for ſpiritual ſins are commonly very 


«Juſt in WY fubtle, and not eaſily diſcerned, without a diligent 
hbour ? I ſearch. Nay oftentimes ſuch as are the moſt guilty, 
regard) will not believe themſelves guilty of them. Theſe ſpi- 
r in thy ritual ſins are of one of theſe five kinds, vix. pride, co- 
o him? vetouſneſs, envy, ſecret malice, and ſpiritual ſloth, Look 
y back- into them one by one, and if thy ſelf-love will fuifer 
nts; in thee to be impartial in thy ſearch, in all appearance 
s mind, 55 wilt find thyſelf more guilty than thou art aware 
Oo 1 | 


? Dolt Conſider 2dly, in particular, how full thou art of 
chou do BY thyſelf; how fond of every thing that flatters thee ; 
ak thou how preſumptuous of thy own ſufficiency ; how apt to 


's there compare thyſelf with others, in thy thoughts, and to 
earth! give thyſelf the preference; how apt to deſpiſe 
. thyfelf others; how unwilling to ſuffer any reproof or con- 
fect to tradiction; how ready to ſwell with indignation upon 
UL every trifling oppoſition or contempt; how apt to 
edge 6f break out into a ſtorm upon every ſuppoſed affront ; 
ife, and how much concerned at what the world will think, or 
thyſelf ay, of thy performances; how much more ſolicitous 


Ned ig! 


ier thy worldly honour than for the glory of God. And 
zoratice, | 
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what is all this but an unhappy pride, which is lay ing 
waſte thy ſoul, and corrupting its very vitals, whilſt thou 
art inſenſible of it. See alſo, as to covetouſneſs, whe- 
ther the love of the mammon of the world does not 
reign in-thy heart. Alas, the greateſt miſer does not 
think himſelf covetous! but the tree is to be khown by 
*its fruits: ſuch as an anxious care and à perpetual ſoli- 
citude about the things of the world; and upon this ac- 
count neglecting prayer, and other ſpiritual duties; or 
being continually diſtracted in them; thinking more of 
thy money than of thy God; locking up thy heart in 
thy cheſts ; loſing thy peace upon every loſs or - diſap- 
pointment ; and a ſtrange unwillingneſs to part with thy 
money, even when the honour of God, or thy neigb- 
bour's neceſſities call for it. See if nothing of this be 
thy caſe. See if thou art not more afraid of loſing thy 


. 
= 


worldly ſubſtance, than thy God. If ſo, thou art not 
in the way to heaven. 1 | 
-. Confider-3dly, as to the other ſp:ritual ſins ; whether 
there be no perſon for whom thou haſt a ſecret envy? 
No-one whole praiſes, whoſe endowments, corporal or 
fpiritual, whoſe virtues, or performances, make thee 
uneaſy, and-gnaw thy ſoul, as if their advantages were 
leſſening to the honour, praiſe, and eſteem which thou 
affecteſt? O] how common is this mortal: crime; and 
how many detractions and other evils does:it produce 
and yet how many take very little notice of it. is it not 
thy caſe? Then as to ſecret malice, rancour, and ha- 
tred, how doſt thou ſtand affected? Look well into 
thyſelf; for here again we are too apt to deceive our- 
ſelves : but we muſt judge of the tree by the fruits; 
that is, by our way of thinking, ſpeaking, and acting, 
with relation to our ſuppoſed enemies. Now there is Wl a 
very wide a difference between the fruits of charity, 2 
and thoſe of malice, between love and hatred, that it d 
we are ſincere in our examination, we cannot well be n 

0 

0 
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' deceived therein. And as to ſpiritual /l1th, which is a| 
clog upon the ſoul, infinitely oppoſite to the love off 
God, to the ſpirit of prayer, to a due care in Frequent- | 
ing the ſacraments and other duties; is not this 1 1 
mo 
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moſt, common evil, which frequently AHountz to a mor- 
tal ſin: and yet how ſeldom do lukewarm ſouls take 
notice of it? N Gg Ne off of 
Concludę upon declaring an eternal war againſt all 
theſe vices; and particularly againſt that which thou 
haſt reaſon to apprehend is thy predominant paſſion, 
that is to ſay, the chiefeſt and molt dangetous of all thy 


enemies. — | 1 1 
Thurſday in Ember-Week. 
On other. fins ubich we are to. examine into. 


NONSTDER firſt, that, in order to know the 
A true fate of our ſouls, we. muſt alſo examine 
how we diſcharge ourſelves. of all our duties; and not 


T only of all ſuch duties as are common to all Chriſtians, 


but alſo of all ſuch as are particularly incumbent on us 
in our ſtation of life. Alas | how many take notice of 


WS their fins of commiſſion, but not of their fins of omiſſi- 
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on] How many make ſome account of ſuch duties as 
relate to the regulating themſelves; but are not concern- 
ed to ſee that others under their charge, ſerve the Lord! 
How many examine themſelves upon the command- 
ments, of God, and the precepts of the church, as far as 
they appertain to all Chriſtians in general; but paſs, o- 
ver the particular duties and obligations annexed: to 
their calling, or ſtate of life; to which nevertheleſs 
they are ſtrictly, bound either by law, or by covenant, 
or by oath, or by the very nature of the calling. Re- 
fect thou my ſoul on all theſe things, Fhe grand duty 
of man, the great end for which he camè into the 
world, his Whole buſineſs in life, is to dedicate and 
conſecrate his very being and his whole life to the love 
and ſervice of his maker, All thy days O man are 
given thee for this end. The omiſſion of this great 
duty is highly criminal: 'tis uſually the firſt fin that 
man falls into. And yet how few ſufficiently reflect 
on it! Alas how many millions of ſouls are loſt by this 
omiſſion ; who though they are neither guilty of blaſ- 
phemy, nor murder, nor adultery, nor theft Sc, are 
e a2 F 


W n DI HAT N coy as 
Juſtly condemned for the omiſſion of dedicating .them- 
ſelves in earneſt to the love and ſervice of God | 

|. Conſider 2dly, Chriſtian ſoul, what care thou takeſt 
of thy children, of thy ſervants, and of all under thy 
charge. The regularity of thy own life, will never 
bring thee to heaven, if, through thy negligence of 
them, their lives be irregular, Reflect well on this; 
and ſee if thou art not guilty of many criminal omil- 
- Hons in this kind, Again reflect on the particular obli- 
gations annexed to thy calling: and how far thou per- 
formeſt what the Jaw of God, or man, requires of thee 
in thy ſtation ; for example, that of a paſtor, a teacher, 


a lawyer, a phyſician, a tradeſman, a ſervant, &c. See 
whether thou makeſt good thy covenants? And if any | 


oath were required at thy firſt admiſſion, or afterwards, 
ſee what care thou haſt taken to diſcharge. thyſeif of 
the obligation of it? Alas how many, in entring 


upon their reſpective callings, take certain oaths, and I 


afterwards perhaps think no more of them! And can 
this be the way to heaven? See then how neceſſary 
it is that a Chriſtian, who has a mind to ſecure his 
ſoul, ſhould look well into himſelf, 1 

Conſider 3dly, whether thou haſt nothing to appre- 
hend with regard to thy ſalvation, from the fins of 
other men? And this not only from thy omiſſions; or 
thy neglect of reſtraining thoſe under thy. charge from 
ſin, or of keeping away from them the occaſions of fin, 
But becauſe of thy commiſſions too, in promoting or 
encouraging ſin by word or work; in enticing, or pro- 
voking to. fin; in flattering or applauding people in 
their fins; and in contributing to keep up the perni- 
cious maxims of the world, in point of honour, inte- 


reſt and pleaſure, by which numbers of poor ſouls are } 


enſlaved to fin, and dragged into hell. Reflect withal 
how little guard thou generally haſt upon thy words, 


in thy ordinary converſation, and whether thy care- | 
leſneſs therein may not frequently be attended with | 


very bad conſequences to the ſouls of thy neighbours, 
by giving them ſome occaſion. or other of ſin, either 
in thought, word, or deed? Alas! how many fins 
will be brought to light in the great day, which _ 
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leſs ſouls in the time of this life but little appreticad; 
and ſo continue till death, in the guilt of theo” 

Conclude to make ſuch xvod? uſe of the ſpiritual 
exercices of this time; and eſpecially to ſtudy, ſo well 
what paſſes within thee, as to be no Pager blind to thy 
own. ſins, and a ſtranger at home. O my God! do 
thou give me grace, now at leaſt, perfectly to know 
myſelf. O grant that I may renounce, and do penance 
for all my paſt fins, and henceforward ſettle my ſoul 
upon a more ſecure bottom, which may ſtand for eter- 
nity, | = #71 . M5 YIY 


Friday Ember-WWeek. __ 
On exarci/ing works of mercy. ade 


FOIONSIDER firſt, that in order to find mercy, 
we muſt ſhew mercy. Bleſſed are the mercifar 
faith our Lord, for they. ſhall obtain mercy. Matt. v.. 5. 
And on the other hand, judgment without mercy, faith 
St. James, to him that hath not done mercy. Chap. li. 13. 
God expteſsly rejects the faſts of them that refuſe to 
ſhew merey to their neighbours, /atas lviii. He de- 
clares he will neither give ear to their prayers ; nor ac- 
cept of their ſacrifices. Prov. xxi. 13. Lai. i. 11, 15, 
16, 17, 18. If then, my ſoul, thou defireſt at this 
time en; to ſue for the divine mercy, in the for- 
giveneſs of thy ſins; {ce that thy faſting and prayer be 
accompanied with almf-deeds. thou hade much, gib 
alundanti); if thou Have little, take care even ſo fo be 
willing to below a little, Tob. iv. 9. This merey and 
charity exerciſed by thee, will recommend thy faſti 
whoſe tender mercies are above all his turk. 
Conſider 2dly, how many ways, and upon hew ma- 
ny occaſions, the word of God, recommends alns-deeds 
to us. It promiſes an eternal kingdom in heaven, to 
all them that are diligent in this exercice and threatens 
with eternal damnation all them that are negligent, 


and thy prayer to that God who is all charity, and 


St, Mat t. XXV, It ſhews that the definitive ſentence, 
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bhich is tö decide br eternal doom, is to paſs upon eachone 


of us according to his behaviour in this reſpect. Ibidem. 


Ig encourages even the greateſt ſinners, to redeem their 


. S . - . * . * 
fins with alms, and their iniquities with works of mtrcy 


to the poor, Daniel iv. 24. It aſſures them, that by 
the means of alms all things ſhall be made clean to them. 
St. Luke xi. 41, that alms deliver 7 all fin, and from 
death, and will not ſuffer the ſou! to go into darkneſs, 
Tob. iv. 11. That Chriſt conſiders what is done tor 
the poor, as done for himſelf, and will reward it ac- 
cordingly St. Matt. xxv. That he that bath mercy. on 
the poor lendeth to the Lord, and he will repay him, 
Prov. xix. 17. To paſs over many other texts, pro- 
miſing all kind of good, both for this world and the 
next, to works of mercy; and threatning the hard-heart- 
ed, and unmerciful with the worſt of God's judgments, 
'O! my ſoul attend to theſe heavenly oracles : embrace 
with all the affection of thy heart this lovely virtue of 
mercy, the favourite daughter of the great King, 
It was mercy brought him down from heaven to thee ; 
and mercy muſt carry thee up to him thither. 


* Conſider 3dly, the conditions that muſt accompany 


our alms, that they may be capable of producing theſe 
great effects. 1. They muſt be liberal, and propor- 
tionable to our ability: He that ſoweth ſparingly ſhall 
reap but ſparingly. What then can the worldling expect, 
who for every penny he gives to God, in the perſon 


of the poor, gives a pound to the devil, and to his own 
paſſions and Juſts ? 2dly.'Our alms muſt be given with 


a pure intention: that is, not out of oſtentation, or vain 
glory; or for any other human motive; but for God's 
fake: otherwiſe they will have no reward from God, 
3dly. Our alms can never effectually procure for us 
the remiſſion of our ſins; except we join with them 


à ſincere repentance for our ſins, together with an 
effectual reſolution. of loring and ſerving God for the 


future. Chriſtians, take good notice of theſe three 
articles: and particularly remember that neither alms, 


nor any thing elſe, can give any manner of ſecurity to 
any man that wilfully per ſiſts in mortal ſin. 
| Conclude I 


/ 
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Conclude to eſteem, love and practiſe, upon every 
occaſion, this bleſſed virtue of mercy. But fee that thy 
intention be pure: and beware of loſing the benefit of 
it by an impenitent heart, 


Saturday in Ember-Week. 
On the ſpiritual works of mercy. 
(CONSIDER fir, that the ſpiritual works of mercy, 


by which we relieve our neighbours in the neceſſi- 
ties of their ſouls, are of far greater value in the fight 
of God, than ſuch as merely relate to their bodies, If 
then he is pleaſed to promiſe ſuch ample rewards, to 
the feeding the hungry,  cloathing the naked, and ſuch 
like good works, ' which relate only to theſe corruptible 
carcaſſes, and tothe ſhort time of our mortal pilgrimage: 
how much more will he eſteem and reward thoſe works 
of mercy and charity, by which immortal ſouls, made 
after Gods own image, and redeemed by the blood of 
Chriſt, are drawn out of darkneſs and fin, reſcued from 
ſatan and hell, and brought to God and a happy eternity? 
He that cauſeth a ſinner to be converted from the errour 
of bis way, ſaith the Scripture, . ſhall ſave his ſoul from 
death, and ſhall cover a multitude of fins, St. James v. 20. 
And they that inſtruct many to juſtice, ſhall ſhine as ſtars 
for all eternity. Daniel xii. 3. 1> + 3g 
Conſider 2dly, that the ſpiritual works of mercy are 
principally exerciſed : by reclaiming ſinners from their 
evil ways, even the ways of death and hell, by admo- 
nitions, remonſtrances, fraternal corrections, &c. by 
enlightening and inſtructing ſuch as through ignorance, 
are in danger of loſing their precious ſouls ; or by pro- 
curing them this light and inſtruction from other pro- 
per perſons; by comforting the afflicted; encouragin 
the puſillanimous, upholding and aſſiſting them that 
are under temptations, reconciling ſuch as are at vari- 
ance, bearing with all; forgiving all, ever overcoming 
evil with good, and praying for all. O how happy 
how precious in the fight of God is a life ſpent in ſuch 
ble Works 


a MEPLTATIONS fit 
works of mercy. and charity as th F are! And hoy 
happy will that death be, that fhall | 

life ] O my ſoul, that we may lead ſuch à life! O that 
we may die ſuch a death. | | 
Conſider 3dly, that theſe ſpiritual works of mercy, 
are not only.. the moſt acceptable of all, and the moſt 
meritorious in the ſight of God; but alſo are of 
ſtrict obligation: and, this not only to, paſtors, but to 
all other Chriſtians, according to their circumſtances 
and abilities. Charity is 2 virtue of univerſal obliga- 
tion: and the principal object of that love, which cha- 
rity obliges us to have for our neighbours, is the eter- 
nal welfare of their immortal forts, If then we can 
unconcernedly ſee numbers of ſouls crowding into hell, 
without affording themall the help that lyes in dur power, 
in order to reſcue them from that extremity of endleſs 
miſery ; is it not evident, that we have no charity for 
them; and if not? may not our. caſe one day be as 
bad as theirs? What then muſt we do? We mult glad!y 
lay hold of every opportunity, of contributing what lies 
in us to. the converſion and ſalvation, of any one of 
theſe poor unhappy ſouls: and we ſhall | quickly fe 
that opportunities of this nature will ngt be wanting, 
if we take the matter to heart, At leaſt there are two 
ways, and thoſe the moſt effectual of all, of reclaim- 
ing ſinners, and bringing them to God; which are 
certainly in the power of every one; and from which 
20 pecan, be aue and theſe are the example 
of a holy life, and the efficacy of fervent prayer 
poured out to God in behalf 90 2 cn my 
_  Conclude ever to make uſe of theſe two, the moſt 
effectual, ways of bringing ſinners to God: Yet. fo, as 
not to neglect any other means that lye in thy power, 
What a comfort will it be to thee; what an honour, 
what a happineſs, to be the inſtrument of God, in 
the tien of ſouls; that ſams great work, Which 
brought the Son of God from Heaven]! But what 
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ih a ing hand, to withdraw them from the precipice, to 
that which they were running. Ah! will not their blood 

one day cry to heaven for vengeance againſt thee? 


ercy, 
moſt Second ſunday in Lent. 

re of 2 5 | * 
vs 902 Prayer. | 
liga. ONSID ER firſt, that the time of Lent is 
cha- not only a time for faſting, and giving alms; but 
eter. is alſo in a particular manner a time of devotion and 


prayer, Faſting, alms and prayer are three ſiſters, 


can 
hell, which qught to go hand in hand, and with united 
wer, forces, to offer a holy violence to heaven, which is not 
ile to be taken but by violence. If then prayer be at all 


times neceſſary ; if it be the very life of a Chriſtian 
ſoul ; 'tis certainly a moſt indiſpenſable part of our 
duty at this holy time. But what is prayer? It is a 
converſation with God: It is a raiſing up of the mind, 


and of the heart to God: It is an addreſs of the foul 
Enid to God, in which we preſent him with our homage, 
og, our adoration, praiſe, 'and thankſgiving; we. exerciſe 
wo ourſelves in his preſence, in acts of faith, hope and 
m- love; and we lay before him all our neceſſities, and 


thoſe of the whole world; begging mercy, grace and 
ſalyation at his hands. O my ſoul how happy it is, 
howglorious, how pleaſant, to entertain thyſelf thus with 
thy God ! Is it not in ſome meaſure anticipating the 
Joys of heaven? For what is heaven but to be with 

oor... © 04 


& Conſider 2dly, more in particular, the moſt excel- 
er. lent advantages the ſoul enjoys by the means of prayer. 
Ur; It gives her a free acceſs, whenſoever ſhe pleaſes, to 


come before the throne of his divine majeſty ; and to 
make her addreſſes to him, at any hour of the day or 
night; with a poſitive aſſurance from him of meeting 
with a favorable audience: It admits her, as often as 
ſhe pleaſes, into his private cloſet, where ſhe may find 
him all alone, and treat with him with all free- 
dom as long as ſhe will; and ſhe maybe aſſured he will 
| never 
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never be wearied with her importunity, nor ſhut the 
door againſt her. Will any prince of the earth allow Ml viz. : 
any thing like this even to his greateſt favourite ? 0 be of 
Chriſtian ſoul; what an honour is this ! And why art I daily 
not thou more ambitious of it ? not t 
Conſider. 3dly, how delightful prayer is to the ſoul ¶ twice 
that truly loveth God. The true lover finds the in th. 
greateſt pleaſure in thinking of, and ſpeaking with the be cz 
object of his love. If then the ſoul. truly love. God, God 
nothing will be-more ſweet to her, than this heavenly this 
intercourſe and converſation with her ſovereign good. exer 
The ſaints have found it ſo, when they have paſſed . C 
whole nights in prayer, and thought the time very as it 
ort, through. the delight they found in the company whic 
of their beloved. O my foul if thou find no, ſuch de- ¶ into 
light in prayer, ſee if it he not for want of love. vatie 
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| Conclude to embrace this heavenly, exercice of prayer, = we « 
at all opportunities, Here is to be found thy, greateſt of p 
honour, intereſt and pleaſure : and in a word, thy BW 4, 


whole happineſs both for time, and: eternity. 
Second Monday in Laut. 


On the neceſſity of prayer. 

YON.SD.ER farſt, that all. Chxriſtians are indif- 
penſably obliged, to. prayer: becauſe it is à ho- 
mage and worſhip. we owe. to God. He is our firſt 
beginning, and our laſt, end: he is the inexhauſtible 
ſource of all our good: therefore he juſtly expects, we 
ſhould daily worſhip him; and daily acknowledge our 
total dependance. on him, by a diligent application to 
him by prayer. We are all bound both by qur creation 
and redemption, frequently to preſent ourſelves before 
the throne of God, with acts of adoration, praiſe and 
thankſgiving : we are all bound to honqur, him, by 
frequent - acts of faith, hope and love: and it is 
in prayer, and by prayer, we perform theſe: duties: 
they are all neglected, if prayer be neglected. It was 
appointed in the divine law, that twice every day, 
1170 * ö | 1. 
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z. morning and evening, an unſpotted lamb ſhould 
be offered in ſacriſice, in the temple of God: as a 
daily worſhip, he expected from his people: and ſhall 
not the children of the new law be equally obliged, 
twice a day at leaſt; to offer up their homage of prayer 
in the temple of their hearts. Daniel choſe rather to 
be caſt into the den of the lions, than not worſhip his 
God by prayer, three times a day. And ſhall not 
this convince Chriſtians of the ſtrict neceſſity of this 
exercice. N 5 . | | 
Confider adly, the neceſſity of prayer, in as much 
as it is, by divine appointment, the channel through 
which the graces, and bleſſings of God are to flow 
into our ſouls. We can do nothing, towards our ſal- 
vation, without the grace of God: but with his grace 
we can do all things. Now prayer is the great means 
of procuring, and obtaining this all neceſſary grace: 
Aſe, and you ſhall receive ; . ſeek, and you ſhall: find ; 
knuck, and it ſhall be opened to you. O how often is 
this repeated and inculcated in holy writ ! How much 
are we there preſſed to be earneſt and fervent in prayer! 
Does our God then ſtand in need of us, or our prayers? 
No certainly. He ſtands not in need of us: but we 
continually ſtand in need of him; and therefdre dut 
of love to us, he is ſo often preſſing us to pray: be- 
becauſe he fees that without frequent and fervent prayer 
we mult be ſorever miſerable. Bleſſed be his name for 
this his infinite charity. J 
Conſider +3dly, the neceflity of prayer, from the 
warfare, in which we are engaged, the whole time of 
our mortal pilgrimage, with three moſt deſperate ene- 
mies, the world, the fleſh, and the devil. We are 
ſutrounded with dangers on all ſides, and with dangers 
that threaten us with nothing leſs than the loſs of God 
and a miſerable eternity. We walk in the midſt vf 
inares: our way is beſet with robbers , and murderers: 
we breath a peſtilential air: we live in a werd, that 
is very wieked; in the midſt of wordlings, a deluded 
people, who are ſtrangers to the goſpel; wWwho by word 
and work encourage ſin; and ſeek to drag us along _ 
them 
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them into the broad road of perdition- We 3 
with us a load of fleſd; which weighs down the poo 
ſoul, and tyrannizes over her with its paſſions and luſts: 
theſe. hold a/ correſpondence with the third enemy the 
devil, and are ever ready to betray us to him, to make 
us his companions in never ending woe. We haye 
whole legions of his wicked angels to fight, againſt ; 
crafty and malicious ſpirits, bent upon ſparing no pains 
to deſtroy us. And what ſhall we do? Or what can we 
do, to eſcape all theſe dangers, and to overcome all 
theſe enemies? We muſt watch and pray: and God will 


Prayer. will engage 
enemies ſhall fa!l before us : for if G is with us, it 
is no matter who is againſt us. 


and temptations: and ſince our whole life is full of dan- 


much as poſſible, a life of prayer. 


Second Tueſday in Lens. 


On attention in prayer. 
ON SIDE R firſt, that the moſt eſſential con- 


dition to make our prayer either acceptable to 
Gad, or beneficial to ourſelves, is a ſerious attention 
It deſeryes not the name of prayer without it. To 
pray with wilful diſtractions, is a mockery : it is al. 
fronting the divine majeſty. This people, faith he, 
honoureth me with their lips, but their heart is far frm 
me. Iſai. xxix. See my ſoul if this be not tao often 
thy caſe? And if fo, ſeek a ſpeedy remedy for fo great 
an evil. There needs no greater to fink thee, into 
the very depth of all miſery for time and eternity. 
For . cannot fail to live well, who bas ound. the 
way to pray well: So he that prays ill, ; mul | ng. ex· 


to live well, or die well. | 


Or, 


/ 


watch over us; and give us the victory over them all 
od on our fides: and all ou 


Conclude to have recourſe to prayer | in all dangen . 


gers and temptations, let us make our whole lie, 1 


"Conſider 2ly, that in order to pra well, WR, heat | 
and mind muſt t go always gong with what we are about; | 
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bout or, which is the beſt attention of all, and moſt conduc- 
po ing to bring us to the love-of God, our thought muſt 
uſts: then be fix'd in God; not conſidered as abroad, but as 
2 within our own ſouls; not as repreſented by corporeal 
na 


images, but as the being of all beings, the eternal, 
incomprehenſible infinite truth. But that we may be 
better able to keep this attention in the time of prayer, 
we muſt hearken to the admonition of the wiſeman. 


n we Beere prayer, prepare thy ſoul, and be not lite a man 
e all at rempteth God. This preparing the ſoul for prayer 
ro conſiſts, in diſcharging beforehand, as much as poſlible, 
1 all, 


Wall foreign thoughts; reſtraining even at other times all 
che rovings of the imagination, and vain amuſements ; 
Wuntying the heart from its diſorderly affections; and be- 
einning by a ſerious recollection of the ſoul in the pre- 
Wferice of God; and an earneſt addreſs to him, to teach 
as, and help us to pray as we ought. 59 
Conſider 3dly, that if, after taking theſe precautions, 
we ſtill find ourſelves hurried away with a multitude of 
diſtractions, in the time of prayer, we muſt not be 
diſcouraged. For as long as our will has no ſhare in 
theſe diſtractions, they will not be imputed to us; 
or hinder the fruit of our prayers. Tis the heart, 
tis the will that God regards: our care muſt be to 
eep this right; to ſet out at firſt with a good heart: 
and a will to ſeek our heavenly father: and not to re- 


aon: rac this by any wilful turning aſide from him: and 
. To e may be aſſured that he that ſeeks, and ſees the heart, 
8 af. ill not be offended, at the involuntary wandrings of 

he, ne imagination, which can never feparate' the ſoul, 
a e 
often 


Conclude upon ever keeping a cloſe guard upon thy 
ind, and upon thy heart, if thou deſite to pray well: 
and this not only at the time of prayer, but at all times, 
F ar'if thou live in a, conſtant diſſipation of thought, 
Ft other times; and with a heart ſet. upon irregular af- 

etions, anid cheating vanities; how canſt thou expect, 
++: 2 thy ven OY keg wag of Prayer 
ill be ſtill running after thoſe thi are accut- 
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On other e if We 1 
\ONSIDER fiſt, | thoſe' words of St. * 


iv. 3, You aff, and you receive not;"|btrauſe” 

amiſi. Great promiſes are made in holy writ, in 
ſavour of prayer: but theſe are ta be underſtsod; pro: | 
vided we alk for what we ought, and in the manner we 
ought.” But if we are more concerned for the tempo: 
ral goods of this tranſitory life, than for the'eternal 
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i | welfare of our ſouls ; and make ſuch things as thoſe 5e 
hi the principal ſubject of our prayers : we muſt not BW wer 
1 think much if God does not heat us. For in theſe Feſu: 
1 caſes, we often know not what we aſki; or -we'khow Bl pai 
FS not at Teaft what is expedient for us; aad it/is'2imetcy faly: 
of God not to grant us thoſe” things, which, if he com 
5 were to grant them, might be the occaſion! of the lob Chr 
5 of our ſouls. In our prayer, we muſt ſeek firſt the bing. Johr 
W dom of God, and his juſtice ; and as to thoſe other things, his 
| God will give us them as far as he ſees expedient for Wi But 
| us. And if at any time we pray for ſuch things; or whe! 
129 to be delivered from ſufferings and croſſes; we the | 
4 ever r pray. with ſubmiſſion, and conformity to the I üie 
un of God; if it be bis will; and if he's ſees it en-. to | 
. 19 1 3 and not otherwiſe: Mot my" will, but Thine be over 
3 Aan. D bog pure 
1 Conſider adly, chat we mol not only. Prey anch blog 
"ings as are truly good; as being/agreeable-to»1\God's Ether 
| olf will, and . deing to our true andeverlaſting wer. 
welfare: but we muſt 110 pray in a proper mannet; Hel 
that is, with a pure intention, and wich a lively faith, . < 
and confidence in God. Great promiſes are made in 8 
Seripture tö. prayer: but it is to prayer made with faith, f into 
: aud confidence in God. The honour of his, divine a) 
ma- 


/ 


every. Day in ts Has. 235 
ther eſty is engaged to ſtand, by thoſe. that pray, with a 
Mow ren rl truſt in 1 But as for A OS 

prayeth, wavering in faith, let him not think that 2 
ſhal receive any thing of the Lord, James 1. 6. If then 
we would pray to the purpoſe ; we muſt come before 
God with a lively ſenſe of his boundleſs power, good- 


ness and mercy ; with a conviction of his being ever 
faithful to his promiſes ; and that his divine truth can- 
not fail. And we muſt not truſt in the leaſt in our- 
ames Wl ſelves ; nor ground ourſelves. upon any merits of our 
7 you own: but put an entire confidence in God; who yy 
t, in more deſirous to give us his grace than we are to alk 


it: and we ſhall quickly experience how ready he will 


Pro. 

r we be to ſhew us mercy, and to hear our prayers. 89 
npo: BY true it ĩs, that no one ever truſted in him and was con- 
„r tht. 5 rr ie, . 0 
hoſe BW Conſider - 3dly, that, in order to obtain our requeſts, 
not we muſt take care to preſent them in the name of 
theſe BW Jeſus Chriſt, and through the merits of his death and 
how BY paſfion. What we aſk of God, is mercy, grace, and 
ercy ſalvation: now our faith aſſures us, there is no means of 


coming at merey, grace, or ſalvation, but through Jefis 
Chriſt. Na- one can come to the Father but by him, St. 


ling John xiv. 6. Whatſoever we ſhall aſk the: Father in 
ngs, his name, ſhall: be given to us. Chap. xvi. 23, 24. 
t for But there is no other name under heaven given to men; 


whereby we muft be ſaved, Acts iv. 12. Here then is 
the great grounds of that faith and confidence, with 
Which we draw near to God, and addreſs eur prayers 


ex- to him: the Son of God has died for us: he has made 
e cover to us the merits of his death and paſſion: he Has 
Ts purchaſed for us thoſe graces which we pray for: his 
ſuch blood continually pleads in our behalf. Through him 
od's then let us go with confidence to. the throne of grace: that 
ting te may obtain mercy, and find grace 'in_ſeaſonable aid. 
'er ; 1 Hebr. iv. 16. 8 4 A {Ss {\ | ; 5 : I ir | N 
ith, . Conclude to take the blood of Chriſt along with you, 
— as oſten as you deſire to go within the veil, by prayer, 
ith, 


into the. ſanctuary of God: This will open to you the 


var to all mercy, grace, and ſalvation. 7595 7 
. N 2 on fe 
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7¹¹ꝛ 6 a : Co 
| a eee On fervour in prayer. _ * e. 
| FYONSIDER firſt, the neceſſity of fervour. i ſpiſes. 
prayer: that is to ſay, that we ſhould, be quite in the v 
|} earneſt in our addreſſes to God. For how:can we ex. Wil --- a: 
| | pect, that God ſhould hear, or regard, our ſupplications, alway 
. when we preſent them with ſo much indolence and proud 
| indifference, as if we told the Almighty, we did not WY (oul, 
þ rare, whether he heard us, or no? Such luke warm WW tance 
| prayer as this, inſtead of drawing down his blefling will 
upon us, will rather move him to indignation- Pi 27 4 
0 | doing the work of God negligently : which is a thing of m 
1 of the worſt of conſequences to a Chriſtian ſoul. Fer- of th 
5 vour and earneſtneſs in prayer is recommended to us in pr 
| by the great example of the Son of God, wh in the both 
ll | days of his fleſh, with a flrong cry and tears, offered up bu at a 
| Prayers, and ſupplications : Hebr. v. 7: Tis recom thy 
| mended by the doctrine, and example of all the Saints, And 
91 Not a fervour of the imagination, but of the will: not See 
| | expreſſed by the motion of the head, or any outward ble 1 
ik :fures of the body, but conſiſting in the ſtrong de- of v 
1 ares of the ſoul, ſueing with all her power for the bun 
| mercy and grace of God. 5 wlicuto2ft effe. 
fl Conſider 2dly, how our Lord recommends to us, 2:C 
| St. Luke xviii. 1, That we ſhould always pray, and not 1 and 
| Faint ; that is, not to be diſcouraged, nor to give over, thyi 
4 if we dont immediately find the effect of our prayers; Wl tbe 
. but, by the example of the poor widow, whoſe im. teac 
0 portunity prevailed even upon a wicked judge, ſtill con- 0 
| tinue to knock at the gate of heaven, till God is pleaſed | Bt 
to open to us, according to his merciful promiſe. Per- 19 
ſeverance in prayer, and a holy importunity, were the 110 
means by which the Saints obtained ſuch great things © 
of God. It is well if the want of theſe be not te 
C true reaſon why we are not favoured in the like man- [Li 
| ner. The hand of God is certainly not ſhortened, — 


/ 
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But alas ! we have not that faith, that feryour, that 
perſeverance., which they had, who. like their Lond, 
aſſed ſometimes even whole nights in prayer. 

Conſider 3dly, that nothing contributes more to 
render our prayers effectual with God, than a profound 
humility A contrite and humbled heart God never. de- 


piſes. The prayer of him that humbleth himſelf fa 
* wiſeman, Eccluſ. xxxv. 21. Hall pierce the roy 


4 


10 


> ex- WY --- and not depart, till the moſt High 50 Humility 
ons, always finds admittance with God, who ever reſiſis the 
and proud, and gives bis grace to the humble. If then, my 
not BY (ou, thou deſire that thy prayers ſhould find admit- 
arm tance, ſee they be ever accompanied with humility, * 
fling will ſpeak to my Lord, ſaid holy Abraham, Gen. xviii. 
Ti 27. whereas I am but duft and aſhes. Alas] poor foul 
hing ok mine, thy whole being is a mere nothing in the ſight 
Fer- of that great God, before whom thou preſenteſt thyſelf 
0 ug in prayer. His majeſty fills heaven and earth; and 
i both heaven and earth dwindle away to juſt nothin 
at all in his - preſence. But what a figure bogs, 
om- thy crimes and abominations make in his eyes & 
nts, And. how wretched an object do they make of thee} 
not See then what preſſing motives thou haſt to hu 
ard ble thyſelf in prayer, in conſideration of thy ſins; and 
de- of what thou haſt deſerved by them. Nothing but 
the bumble prayer can remedy all thy evils; and this wilt 
215 effectually do it. n 
us, Conclude ever to pray with fervdur and- humility 
M20 and in order thereto, begin always thy prayer by place 
ver, thyſelf in the preſence of God; and humbly i implori ng 
ers; the aſſiſtance of his divine Spirit. None r de Ea 
im. ſeach thee-to. pray well. | | 
on- 00 L. 28 4. 5 (91% eee (1499969 | 
ſed | 1918, IC . Dor) 5 715 
er- 1 T 40 Oq 
the 1 5 220.79v9) 
the N 3  *"Prigday 
an- iſt 3 31 | ; 0 : * * 25 
ed, gong zen ins 60 t ow 
Zut wi | 
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UW ls! On mental prayer. 


EROS IDER firſt, that the great advantayes, and 
excellence of prayer, are chiefly found in mental 
prayer, that is to ſay, in ſuch kind of prayer as is not 
confined to any form of words, but is made in the ſe: 
cret cloſet of the heart ; where the ſoul all alone, finds 
her God alone, and entertains herſelf with him. The 
advantages of this kind of prayer, beyond that which is 
only vncal, are, that it brings us nearer to God, and to 
His heavenly light; that it employs all the powers of 
the ſoul, viz. ho memory, the underſtanding, and the 
will, about him; that it opens the eyes of the ſoul to | 
the knowledge of God and of ourſelves ; and is the 
true ſchool in which we learn to deſpiſe the world, and 
its cheating vanities ; and to love God with our whole 
hearts. O my ſoul, ſee thou daily frequent this ſchool 
of divine love! eh 112! 
Conſider 2dly, that the Saints, and other maſters ofa 
Firitual life, have preſcribed certain rules and methods 
of mental prayer, with a variety of ſubjects to make the 
practice eaſy, According to theſe rules and methods, 
the ſoul begins, by placing herſelf in the preſence of her 
God, and by humbly imploring his divine aſſiſtance: 
Then the memory repreſents the ſubject of the prayer; 
and the underſtanding is employed in conſidering the 
heavenly truths diſcovered therein: till the will is pro- 
perly affected there with, and ſtirred up to the fear and 
love of God; to an humble confidence in his goodneſs; 
to a ſenſe. of gratitude for his benefits; to a horrour of 
fin ; and afincere repentance for paſt offences; and ſuch 
like affections: which ought to be followedby good and 
firm reſolutions of avoiding evil and doing good; and in 
- particular, of the immediateamendingiſuch failings as one 
is molt ſubject to. Such is the method of mental prayer, 
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by way of meditation, recommended by St. Ignatius, 
St. Francis Sales, and other Saints: and both very xy 
and beneficial to Chtiſtian ſouls; by its ferving greatly 
to enlighten their underſtanding, and to inflame their 
will. Give thanks, my foul, to thy God, for the lights 
he has communicated. to his Saints, to direct thee, in 
this ſovereign exerciſe of mental prayer; and particu- 
larly practiſe what they recommend, with regard to in 
inſiſting principally in thy prayer upon affections 
reſolutions; leſt otherwiſe thy meditations fall ſhort of 
anſwering the chiefeſt end of prayer, which is the love 
of God, and the amendment of thy lifſfſf mme. 
Conſider 3dly, that although this method of mental 
prayer be excellent, and ſuch as ought to be follo weil, 
where the ſoul does not find herſelf invited and attracted 
another way; yet as the ſpirit breatheth where he willi 
John iii. 8. and as we muſt not pretend to ſet bounds, 
or give rules to him, who expects to be ever acknow- 
ledged as ſovereign Lord and King within our ſouls, 
and to eſtabliſh his reign there by mental prayer: if he 
ſhould be pleaſed to advance the ſoul to the more per- 
fect prayer of contemplation, (in which ſhe finds her- 
ſelf drawn nearer to God, quite alone with him, and 
abſorpt in his love) ſhe muſt not be reſtrained, by any 
of theſe uſual forms, or methods, from following that 
happy call; and thankfully yielding herſelf up: a:cap- 
tive to divine love. For it muſt ever be the rule 
the ſoul, which deſires to have the kingdom of God e 
tabliſhed in her interiour, by way of mental prayer, to 
follow God and his divine attractions; yet ſo as to take 
a guide along with her, for fear of being impoſed upon 
by taking the ſuggeſtions of Satan, or of her on pride 
and ſelf. jove, for the motions of the Spirit of Gd. 
Conclude to exerciſe thyſelf. daily in-mentak prayer, 
as the great means to bring thee to God. Let no pre- 
text of buſineſs call thee off from this exerciſe: nothing 
can be of half ſo much importance to thy true welfarè: 
tis the very way to heaven. The morning is the beſt 
time for it. and half an hour at leaſt ought to be; dedi- 
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: On the prafiice F mental prayer. 
Caen firſt, the great errour of many Chri- 


ſtians, who imagine the practice of mental prayer 
to be very difficult; and therefore are diſcouraged from 
undertaking this exercice, by the vain apprehenſion of 
not being able to ſucceed in it: an errour which the 
devil endeavours to propagate with all his power, .he- 
cauſe he fears nothing more than mental prayer, as be- 
ing the direct ruin of his uſurpation, and the eſtabliſh- 
ment of the kingdom of God in the ſoul, To c nfute 


neceſſary an exercice; reflect that there is no ſuch myſ⸗ 
tery in mental prayer, as people vainly i imagine; that 
it conſiſts in conſiderations and affections, that is, in 
nerally the moſt eaſy, and the moſt copious that can 
and, at the ſame time, of the utmoſt importance to 
ſoul; ; and in loving him, whom by thinking we find to 
be every way the moſt worthy of our love. We can 
1 ily think of our other affairs, and even of every | trifle 
at comes in our way : nay 2 is ſo natural to 
us, that we cannot help thinking of ſomething. when 
ever we are awake. 
difficult, when we are to think of matters of the ütme 
conſequence to our everlaſting welfare? Or ſhallToving 
be*difficult' to a ſoul that was made to love, and that 
never can find reſt but in her love; and Ott God, „by 
— BIS is is continually Inviting” and Preſſing tc to 4 
m Ch 


Whleh ure the moſt neceſſary, are withal the 
: fuch'as/thoſe that are recommended by St. Tere, 

in her writings, and by her own practice? vz. The 

Sus knowledge of ourſelves, and what we are, bot 


„ mortal, and as firiners ; bow meh e oe wife to 
BN AZ] | / VISOR 0d EIL T6 ? 
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this errour, and t to take away this prejudice, za ſo 


- thinking and loving : and this,in think, 12 on 0 , : defer 


And ſhall thinking be then oy 


0 onder 20 that the ſubjects for mental pra 
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God; and how much we have offended him; and 
« how ungrateful we ſtill are to him: hat he is; and 
© how much he loveth us; and what he hath done for 
© us: the great humiliations and ſufferings of the Son of 
God, for our redemption from ſin and Satan: the fud- 
« den, vaniſhing of all preſent things; and the eter 
6 puniſhments and rewards to come.” Such meditations 
as theſe are no ways difficult or curious, but eaſy for e- 
very capacity : and withal Open a wide field for the ſoul 
to expatiate in: and from theſe it will be eaſy for her 
to paſs on to à variety of pious affections, ſuitable to 
the ſubje& of the meditation. But more eſpecially fuck 
conſiderations as theſe ſerve very much for enkindling 
in the ſoul the {ove of God, and a deſire of being grate. 
ful co him, and of never more offending him: when we 
reflect what he, the Lord of glory, infinite in majeſty, 
has done and ſuffered for us, ſuch poder wretthes as we. 
are, to deliver us from ſuch torments, which we had 
Wh deſerved 3, and to purchaſe for us fuch glory, of his 
ond pure mercy and goodneſs. . 
Conſider 3dly, that it is alſo eafy for the ſoul to ptac- 
tie mental prayer, in the way of familiar colloquies, ot 
entertainments with our Lord: converfing, and dif- 
coutſing with him, as we would do, if we had him vi- 
fibly prẽſent with us; as when he was here amongſt 


— 


men in his mortal life : treating with him as with a pa- 
rent, à friend, a benefactor, as with our high prieſt, 
ebe ate, our phyſician, our director, our brother, 
dur ſpouſe, our head, our Redeemer, & c. ſometimes 
W ourſelves before him, confeffing, and begging 
pardon for our many difloyalties : .at other times repre- 
ſenting to him our many infirmities ; minding him of 
his promiſes ; thanking” him for his great patience to- 
wargs qs; condoling, with bim in his ſufferings, and 
the, daily affronts he receives, from obſtinate ſumers 

e new life for the future; offering all that we 
haye, and aur whole, being to him; petitioning him for 
Can ſpiritual, wants and neceſſities, &c. For, 


ce we neyer want words,” faith St. Tereſa, to talle 
A e e, why und e, os ea wit 
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and diſcourſe, about with him, but ſuch as think they 
owe nothing to him, and neither here, nor hereafter, 
defire, or expect any thing from him. l 

Oonclude to Jet no apprehenſions of difficulties dif- 
courage thee from the daily practice of mental prayer. 
The grace of God will make it eafy to thee, if thou 
continue reſolute in uſing thy beſt endeavours. Be not 
frightened if thou meet with nothing at firſt, but dryneſs 
and diſtractions; let thy will be good, and theſe will 
not hurt thee : God, in his good time, will let the light 
of his countenance ſhine upon thee. By perſeverance 
in this exercice, thou wilt, at length, dig out a trea- 
ſure, which wilt abundantly recompenſe whatever la- 
bour thou haſt taken in digging. 


Dird Sunday in Lent. 
: fs , On. devotion zo the P Mon of Chrif. | | { 


(ON SIDER fit, that meditating on the fuk 
1 175 and death of our Redeemer, Ae be a 
piticipal part of the Chriſtian's devotion, during the 
5 0 Lent. For, the ſeaſon approaches in which we 
celebrate the yearly memory of our Lord's paſſion ; an 
therefore the church, which at no time can forget the 
fufferings and death of her heavenly ſpouſe, at this time 
particularly recommends to her children, 'ts''ſet before 
fer eyes their cruciſied Saviour, and to make himi the 


mo. 4 
5 


eat object of their devotion. His paſſion is the 6ver- 
flowing ſource of all mercy, grace, and ſalvation to us: 
all our good muſt be derived from his croſs: thetefore, 
the more we approach to him in his ſufferings, and ſta- 
tion ourſelves near the croſs, by pious mente done on 
* fon, the, moe plentifylly hall we partake of 
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ce which flow gontinually froin theſe 
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| 85 of Lent, is, that the ſinner ſhould now return 8 
od, and fue for pardon and mercy ; and what bettet 
means can he have for this, than by taking along with 


/ 


God?" And fürely none can want niatter; to chen 


fountains of life, his precious wounds. The great de- 


Ati 
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him to the throne. of 9 the, blopd of Chriſt. yy 

daily meln On paſhon ? 1 34 5 * b — — 9 
Gonſider adly, that NN paſſion of Chriſt 

ways, from the beginning of the wor Fg m—_—_ 

je& of che deyotion of the children of God in all their 

bloody, ſacriſices of old, of oxen and ae the » they 74 

4 — the, death of the Lamb 


in figure from, the beginning of the — 7 nes 
from the time of the fall of Adam, no grace could ever 


be derived to any man, but through the channel of the 
merits of the death and paſſion of-ourRedeemer;; whole 
future coming was revealed to man immedi after 
his fall: ſo no ſacrifices could ever be acceptable to 
God, but ſuch as had relation to bim, and; through 
faith in him. Much more now, under the new, laws 
are all the faithful obliged to make the paſſion of Chriſt 
the great object of their deyotion: fince, he has infti- 
tuted the euchariſtical facrifice and ſacrament, and left 
us therein the ſacred myſteries of his body and blood; 


| F for this very end, that, in our | moſt ſolemn wat- 


ſhip, we ſhould have always beforę our eyes; hisp 
and death. See, my ſoul, how much thy God deſir 
thou ſhouldſt remember what he has ſuffered for hs 
And why? Doubtleſs that by this means 7070 mi —.— 
be confirmed in his love. | bleſſed, be his oodne 
for ever! 3}! $5157 1 
Conſider 3dly, how oograteful all ſuch. Gate 
are, as forget the ſufferings and, death of their 
deemer: may they not all be, reckoned. j in the. — 
of, thoſe, of . whom he complained of old, by the roya 
prophet; that they left him alone, in his paſſion, 
took no notice of him. I looked on m right hand, und 
beheld, and there was no one that could know me, Pf, 
exli..;, Had. the e man Fake earth 2 but 
{ye tenth paxt of what our Lo ſuffered 6 
bauer r . Dadds Forts, e 
we eyer forgot his ſufferings, and his love. What, then 
wuſt we think of Tk bal if we for et the Wee 
able ſufferings, and infinite love, of che Son of 
himſelf,, nailed to a, croſs, to 9 fpliyer us, by his be 


if) from 4s 
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ſrom the eternal torments of hell 5 Ah! Ohriſttans let Con 
us never be ſo ungratefſu l! bf 0 is the I 
Conclude O my foul, at this holy time at leaſt, daily ſo it h. 
to accompany oy crucified Jefus by meditations a our ju 
his ſufferin ith Chrift I am nailed to the Rom. 
faid St, Pau Gal. ii. ly love is nailed to the wk need th 
ſaid: St. Ignatius the Martyr. O that like theſe gene · throug: 
rous lovers, we could- always adhere to out Ekcifie (OF 
9 5 rar! 
Tan 
Ae third ant; in That. a 
o. the great advantages of devotion to the Pali Fon fs 0 
N Fx of Chrijs. L At on ou 
voNsIDER firſt, that the confideranion of the Ce 
paſſion of Chriſt is the ſovereign means of all great 
ae to Chriftian ſouls. As Mofes hifted up the ſer- him, 
pent in the deſart, ſo muft the fon of man be lifted up, % 
faid our Lord to Nicodemus, John iii. 14, 15. that Bil fur ts 
believeth in him may not periſh, but may bau: O wh 
everlaſting life. As then the looking at the brazen glace 
ſerpent, (which was a figure of the death of Chriſt,) . 
was the means of divine appointment, to heal the a Rec 
Hraelites, who were bitten by the fiery ſerpents, ſent MNCIV. 
amongſt them for their ſins; and to reſcue them from ih '<* 
temporal death: ſo the contemplation of the paſſion mor 
S Co 
from the bites of the inſernal ſerpent, and te deliver MCI 
them from everlaſting death. Every nner chat Jooks IC. © 
for merey, muſt return to God with his whole heart, cxcite 
and that by faith, hope, love and repentance.” Now nt 
tis in meditating on the paſſion of Chriſt, we con- L.COY 
template the great object of our faith; the chiefeſt nde 
ground of our hope; che moſt prefling motive of di-. 
love; and the ſtrongeſt and moſt eſfectual in-.“ 
ducement to repentanee for our ſins. Od let us em! I? th 
brace then this 42 en of bringing! t to Got; ae 
| wack oa * - F es 
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let Conſider 2dly, that as: the belief of Cliriſt corucifitd 
1 ö is the moſt ſundamental article of the Chriſtian's faith 3 
ily e it has che greateſt influence of all other articles on 


our juſtification: according to that of the Apoſtle, 
Rom. iii. 23, 24, 25. that we all huve ſinnede and 
need the glory of God. Being tuftified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus, «whom 
Cod hath propoſed to be A PROPITIATION THROUGH 
Fralru im His BLOOD, &c. Lis then 2:rough Faith 
7 bis blaod we are to be introduced to the divine 
mercy : and 'tis by meditating on his paſſion we are to 
be introduced to a lively falth in his bloxd, So that 
the devotion to the paſſion of Chriſt is the ſhorteſt 
way to come at juſtifying faith, It has no ** influence 
on our hope, by ſetting before our eyes, how much 
God has loved us in givinz his only ö and they 
great grounds we have to doo for all- good through” 


"i him, -For as the apoſtle writes, Rom. viii 22. He. 
uþ that ſpared not even his own Sn: bur deliver ed him 2 
901 far us all, hath he nat alſo with him given us all things? 


O what an earneſt indeed bas God given us of merey, 
grace and ſalvation, in the blood of his Son EO wW-Zmat 
may, not poor ſinners hope for, from ſuch and ſo great 
2 Redeemer; if they apply to his ſacred: paſtion, by 
daily meditations; and offer up their humble ſup- 
plications to his Father, through him, and his infinite 
merits ! f 
Conſider Zdly, chat as nothing contributes ſq. $7" 
ually to our jultification and ſanctiſication, as the love 


* of. God: ſo nothing contributes more effeually- ta 

rt, excite this heavenly love in our ſouls, than the devo- 
o] ion to the paſſien of Chriſt. For here we moft clearly 
ny iſcover the incomprehenſible goodneſs; of God ; 
oft nd: the iagxhauſiible treaſures of his divine love for 
dis 3. This excites in usa deſire of returning love for; 
ns ove; life for life. Lis attracts us, like Magdalene, N 


o the feet of our -erucified Saviour. with an earneſt: 


m4 
36; leſire to waſh them with penitential tears, flowing 
* rom, and enlivened by divine love. This, makes us; 


ons | rieve for our paſt ingratitude, in having had hitherto 
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fo little ſenſe of bis goodneſs and love; this makes ay 

lament the ſhare our ſins have had in nailing him 
the croſs; this teaches us to offer our whole hearts; 
him, in order to make him the beſt amends we zu 
capable of; by loving him henceforward, both in time, 
and eternity. Thus the devotion to the paſſion d 
Chriſt introduces that penitential lobe, to Which ou 
Lord attributes the remiſſion of ſins, when he ſays 0 
Magdalene, Luke vii. 47. Many fins are forgiven her, 
becauſe ſhe hath loved much. isfunbnd ve, 

Conclude to ſtation thyſelf at the foot of 'the' croſs, 
and by the daily contemplation of the ſufferings of thy 
Redeemer, fo to exerciſe thy ſoul in faich, hope, loye, 
arld repentance; as to ſecure to thyſelf merey, gract 
ahd ſalvation. ol O Ani i gl? 


05 the leſſons Cbriſt teaches us in his paſſon. By th 
5 5 FR” HM : 4 EA _ Fay. _ . 


yo SIDER firſt, that the devotion: to the paſſion M el 
24 of aur Lord, brings with it other great advantags death 
to the ſoul; inaſmuch as it teaches us many excellent to the 
Jeſſons for the regulating our lives, according, to his rather 
bleſſed example. The Son of God came down fron ne ob 
heaven, not only to ſhed his blood for us, to pay ou his C 
rhnſom: but alſo to give himſelf to us as a perſect with. 
pattern of all virtues, ſor us to follow in the practice and te 
of our lives: that ſo the image of God in man, Which to di 
had been Cisfigured by ſin, might be repaired -and-re- nothit 
formed according to this great original. Now although learn 
the whole life of Chriſt, was full of admirable ex- 

amples of all Chriſtian virtues ; yet they no Where 
Mine forth more hrightly than in his paſſion: in which 
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he has drawn, as it were, under one view, all the cxeat d: 
Jeflons of virtue, he had taught in his life both h ne hu 
bis words, and his works. 80 that the paſſion of :Chrit, Wer: his 
is che great ſchool, that the Chriſtian muſt freq yeut felt, 
hyndevybut meditations, if he deſires to learn the vH Maffror 
75 1 0 tue 


rbery Day in then Nur. 247 
Nees of his Redeemer. Hef muſt look on by cottem 
to Pharion, and execute in work, what he ſces! im this 
eeat pattern, which his Lord here ſhews him, on 
Mount Calvary, if he deſires to make his foul a living 
abernacle for the living God. As it was ſuid to Moſes, 
oben be 10 to male the tabernacle: of the covenant ; 
ee that thou make all things according te tht pattern, 
vhich ꝛwas ſbetem thee on the mount, Hebr. viii. 5. 


her, Conſider 2dly, what the leſſons are, that Chriſt 
10 more particularly deſires to teach us in his paſſion. 
ofs, ne Apoſtle informs us, Philip. ii. 5, 8, that they are 
thy principally his obedience, and his humility, © He bums 


Wd him of, becoming | obedient unto death, even tal th 
Liatb of the croſs + and this, that we might learn ta be 
Wot the like mind. O let us ſtudy well theſe great leſ- 
ons. Adam fell from God by diſobedience + to gra- 


Wo entailed both ſin and death upon all his offspring. 
By che obedience of the ſecond Adam Jeſus Chriſt;) we 
Ware delivered from fin and death; but upon articles of 
Weuniog and practiſing his obedience ; and that — 
aeath; by a conſtant and perpetual will of ſticking el, 

go the commandments of God at all events; and of 
rather dying than tranſgreſſing his holy law. This is 
the obedience, that Chriſt expects we ſhould learn from 
Whis Croſs; viz. ſo as to be ever willing to part even 
fit our deareſt affections, rather than offend our God 
and to ſubmit to any ſufferings whatſoever,” rather than 


10 diſobey. This is true Chriſtian obediences and 
re. nothing lets will bring us to God. My ſoul, thou muſt 
ugh learn this leſſon at the foot of the croſs. 
ex- - Confider zdly, what a leſſon of humility Chriſt has 
ere eiven us in the whole courſe of his paſſion: beeoming 
ich nerein, 2 worm, and ne man; the reproath of men, 
and the outcaſt of the people. Pſ. xxi. 7. See how 
be bimbled himſeff, under the malediction of our ſinsz 
it, in his prayer in the garden. How he humbled hims 
ent elt, in ſuffering witk ſilence all manner of calumnies, 
ir: affronts and diſgraces. How he humbled himſelfun- 
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Weity himſelf, he tranſgreſſed the holy law of God; and 
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„ MDA who 
Wi der Hole nominious and infamous *tormerits) of . / 
„ Tourging at the pillar, crowning with thorns, ant . bin 10 
his carriage of the croſs. In fine, how he humblel BY conſid 


Himſelf, in his being crucfied between two thieves, fering 
and in dying that moſt diſgraceful death of the <rok, pride, 
But- who is this, my ſoul, that thus humbles hinifelf, in the 
and makes himſelf thus mean and contemptible for N asan 
thee ? Why 'tis the Lord of glory: *tis the moſt High: *g ht. 
tis the great king of heaven and earth. And why Wl Co: 
does he thus debaſe himſelf? *Tis to teach thee his hu- WY Chriſt 
mility; a leflon ſo neceffary, that without learning it under 
thou canſt never pleaſe God, nor have any part with during 
him. WALES e Bil croſle: 
+'Conclade to ſtudy well theſe neceſſary leſſons, by we ar 
2 daily attendance, upon our Lord in his pafſron. He WT feet 
eame down from heaven to be our teacher: and his N ceſſar. 
croßs is the pulpit, from which he moſt feelingly and WW £194 
eflectually preaches to our fouls, s. UV 
* 188 1 * 91 . — 411184 yy 4 | thing. 
Sx» 4. 9 1 PHIL »\3 1 »; but b 
Wedneſday after the third ſunddy,it Wii. 
noilsd alt is 1000 wage, 15% 2 vat to tue o 
1 nn Lent, N iti 19 of C] 
On uber leſſens, to be learnt from Obrift in bi: oi 
ne | 3 303 as bn ot e en 
1800 £3535 0 | Paſion. 7 i, it aft OV (who 
ONSID ER firſt, that in the paſſion of Chriſt, Wl plain 
his meekneſs is no leis admirable: chan his humi, Wl death 
lity- | Theſe two he: jointly recommended in life, ta eyes, 
he learnt of him, St. att, xi. 29. And theſe twohe of G 
jointly taught in death, by his great example. H- jms! 
was led as a ſheep to the flaughter, and as & lamb be- C 
fore bis ſhearer he opened not bis mouth. Iſai o lit 7. from 
The Lord God hath opened my ear, faith he Iſai. l. 3 b. char 
Aud J do not reſiſt. - I have given my lady 40:the pray 
Strikers, and my cheeks to them that plucked them: ener 
baue not turned awey' my face from them that rebuked in al 
me, and ſpit upem me. And why all this? But ro lf] amp 
us an example, that wr ſhould follow: bis ſleps, 1 Pet. i 11 
at, 23. ho when be was reviled did nat ——— ere 
A IS £) : bY © 


/ 


„ of ſaered he threatened nete: but delivercd himſclf to 
and n that judged him unjuſtly, O let us learn from the 
1bles BF conſideration of the behaviour of our Lord in his ſuf- 
evez, ferings, to ſuppreſs all the riſings of our paſſion and 
rok, pride, and to imitate his meekneſs and filence; who 
ifelf, in the midſt of affronts and injuries of all kinds, became 
for : as a man that heareth not, and as a dumb: man not open= 
gh: ig bis mouth. 1 1 x 
why = Conſider 2dly, that the devotion to the paſſion of 
hu - Chriſt, is the great means to learn a Chriſtian patience, 
ig it under all the croſſes and ſufferings we are expoſed to 
during our mortal pilgrimage. Wecannot live. without 


croſſes and ſufferings; and in our patience, under them, 
we are to poſſeſs our ſouls. Luke xxi 19. Patience both 
ſweetens and ſanctifies all our ſufferings: palience is ne- 
ceſſary for us: that doing the will of God, we may re: 
ceive the promiſe. Heb. x. 36. Patience hath a perfect 
vort; that we may be perfect and entire, failing in no. 
thing. James i. 4. As none hath ever gone to heaven 
but by the way of the croſs; ſo none can ever come 
thither without patience. Now this all- neceſfary vir- 
tue of patience is beſt learnt in the ſchool of the paſſion 
of Chriſt ; by the conſideration of the multitude and 
variety of his ſufferings; and the manner with. which 
he endures all, for the love of us. How fha'l a ſinner 
(who has deſerved hell for his crimes) pretend to com- 
plain, or think much of any ſufferings, in life, 9 
death, when by ſerious meditations he ſets beſore hi 


ta eyes, the far greater ſufferings of the innocent lamb 
the of God, endured with an unwearied patience, ſor his 


lins! | 5 00 
Conſider 3dly, what further leſſons are to be Tearnt 


7. WH from the contemplation of the paſſion of Chriſt, 1. of 
bo charity for our enemies; by coniidering the Son of God, 
the praying for them that crucified him, ànd dying for bis 
enemies. 2. Of perfect reſignation, and conformity 
in all things to the holy will of God; by the great ex- 
rt ample of the prayer of our Lord in his agony; nat my 
uu w but thine be done, and the conſideration of the 
ne reat ſacriſice, that he made of himſelf to his Father 
1e O 3 upon 


every: Day in the, Mar, 2149 
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upon the crofs, without the leaſt referve. 2. Of tha 
tpirit of voluntary mortification, and-felf-dental; by ſee. | 
ing how the Son of God allows bimfelf no eate, or || 
comfort in his ſufferings; but bath in life and death 
makes choice of what is moſt diſagreable to natural 
inclination. O my faul, theſe are neceſſary leſſons 
indeed. See thou ſtudy them well, at the foot of the 
| groſs; ſitting under the ſhadow of thy beloved, 0 
dear Jeſus, do thou by thy internal grace teach me ef. 
tectually theſe virtues; by that mercy and love, that 
nailed thee to the Crofs. f 
Conclude, by loving and blefling thy God, for hay- 
ing ſent thee ſo excellent a maſter from heaven, to teach 
thee the way thither, by his ſufferings and death. Let 
theſe be always before thy eyes: and thou ſhalt never 
muſs thy way. n | 


Thurſday after the third Sunday in 
| Lent. es J 
On the love that Chrift has fhewn us, in his 
het | paſſion. | 
ONSIDER firſt, thoſe words of our Saviour. 
St. John xv. 13. Greater love than this no mar 
hath, that a man lay down bis life for his friends, And 
indeed hiſtory ſcarce furniſhes us any inſtances of a 
friendſhip fo perfect, as that one friend ſhould be willing 
to lay down his life for another. But O divine Saviour 
of our ſouls how imperfect is all human friendſhip com- 
pared with thine! what love betwixt man and man could 
ever bear the leaſt reſemblance with that divine cha- 
rity, which burnt in thy ſacred breaſt, and which 
obliged thee to offer up thyſelf in ſacrifice, in the midſt 
ot all kind of ignominies, and the very worſt of tor- 
ments, for thy very enemies; for thoſe very wretrhes 
that crucified: thee; for us miſerable ſinners, Who werr 
like to make no better return, for all thy love; und for 
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every: Day in the" T TF1 
that degree as ſcarce ever to think of thy Tufferitigogr 
tank thee for them; but rather' by repeated treaſons, 
to be daily treading under ſoot thy preelous blood. O 
bleſſed by all creatures, for evermore, be this infinite 
goodneſs, and love of our deareft Redeemer! O my 
dear Saviour, I beſeech thee by all this love, and by 
all this precious blood, which thou haft fo lovingly ſhed 
for me; that thou wouldſt never more ſuffer me to oP 
thus ungrateful to thee, 

Conſider 2dly, what che world would think of a 
prince, the only ſon and heir of ſome great monareh, 
who ſhould entertain fuch love and friendſhip for one 
of the meaneſt of his ſla ves, as to offer himielf to die 
a cruel and ignominious death, to reſcue this ſlave from 
the juſt puniſhment of his enmes, Would not all 
mankind ſtand amazed at fuch an extraordinary love? 
And this much more, if the crime, for which this ſlave 
was condemned to die, were no leſſer, than a trea-- 
ſonable conſpiracy againſt this prince, by whom he was 


po tenderly beloved. Ah! Chriſtian ſouls, this is but 


2 faint reſemblanee; a very imperfect ĩmage, of that 
inconceivable and inexpreſſible love, which our Saviour 
has ſhewn to us, in laying down his life upon a croſs, 
to reſcue us his ungrateful creatures, rebels and traitorsto 


him and his Father, front the eternal torments of hell, 


which we have a thouſand times deſerved by our trea- 


ſons againſt him. For as there is an infinite diſtance 
between the ſovereign majeſty of God, and any of his 
creatures; how dignified ſoever ; fo there is between 
that love, which our God has ſhewn in dying for us 
worms of the earth, and ſlaves of hell, and that love 
which would oblige one mortal to die for anather. Q 
dear Jefus, never fuffer me to ſorget this love, which 
thou haſt hen me © give me gen to return, thee: 
love for love. 291d 

Conſider adly, how truly 8 our * has ſhew- 
ed himſelf to us, in his paſſion, and how rich in mercy. 
For ſuppoſing it was his pleaſure to deliver us from ſin 
and hell: he could have — — this about, with the 
oO eaſe, with nen neee Wort 
1&0 thing; 
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thing; one only word, one act of his would have been 
ſuſſicient: or it he muſt needs ſuffer, and ſhed his blood 
for our redemption, one drop alone of his ſacred blood, 
by reaſon of the infinite dignity of his divine perſon, 
would have been abundantly enough to attone for all 
the ſins of ten thouſand worlds, But his infinite love 
for us, and the deſire he had to gain our hearts, and 


to oblige us to love him, would not be content with 


this, nor with any thing leſs, than with pouring out the 
laſt drop of his moſt ſacred blood, by ſuffering ſor us the 
worſt of torments, and the worſt of deaths. O infinite 
goodneſs, how little art thou conſidered by us here! 
O how aſtoniſhing ſhalt thou appear to the Saints and 
Angels for all eternity ! _ 4 4 

| — with admiration at the ingratitude and in- 
ſenſibility of Chriſtians, who make profeſſion of be- 
lieving this infinite goodneſs, mercy and love; and yet 
are ſo little touched with it; or reſtrained by the conſide- 
ration of it, from going on, daily crucifying their Lord 
with their ſins. O divine love, let me never be ſo un- 
happy! O let me never forget thee! O come and take 
full poſſeſſion, at leaſt, of my ſoul: and let nothing 
in life or death ever ſeparate me from thee. 


| Priday after the Third Sunday in 
ee Lent. 


'Other conſiderations to excite in the foul the love 


of our ſuffering Feſus. 


C ONSITDER firſt, how affectionate is the love 
that Chriſt bears us in his paſſion. It is ſtronger 


than death: he loves us more than his own life; ſince 


he parts with his life for the love of us. It is more 


tender than the love of the tendereſt mother; fince, he 


voluntarily embraces the pangs of death to give us life: 


he ſheds his blood to cleanſe our ſouls from ſin: he offers 


his on body in ſacrifice, to be our victim, our ranſom, 


and our ſood. At the very time he is ſuffering, and. 
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ing for us hie Hal every” one af is in his Heart: he? 
ices! each one with an incomparable” affuctioiig 


od, weeps over each one; prays for each one; and pours wut! 
* his blood for each one; no leſs than if he had fuffered 
abr that one alone. -O-wy foul, had we ther à place 
"7 in the heart of our Jeſus, when he was hanging upon 
in the TRE and ſhall we ever refuſe him a place in ou 
the heart? No dear Saviour, my heart is thine: it deſires: 
the nothing better than to be forever a ſervant of thy love. 


MM Conlider- 2dly, how effectual is the love that Chriſt 
Wo ſhews us in his paſſion; it contents not itſelf with words, or 
profeſtions ofaffectton, nor with fuch paſſing fentiments: 


nd Wh of tenderneſs, as we imagine we have for him, in cer. 
„ WT tain fits of devotion, at times when nothing occurs:fac- 
u us to ſuffer for his ſake: but it ſhews itſelf by its 
*". effects; by his taking upon himſelf all our evils, to pro- 
. ene effectualy all good for us. His love has made 


um diveſt hi ſelf of all his beauty and comelineſs q 
and hide all his glory and majeſty; that he might be- 
come for us, deſpiſed, and the maſh abject of muny' av 
mer of ferrowvs, and acquainted with infirmity:/ Iſai li 
He hath born our infirmities, and carried: our | ſorrows; 
out of pure love: He has made himſelf for the love 
of us as it were a leper, and as one ſtruck by God, ns 
affiigted : Heros wounded for our iniquities, aud 

far our fins. All we like ſheep were gone hy pol 
the Lord laid on him the imiquiuty-of us all, He was of- 
fered, becauſe it was his own will, And it was his own 
will; becauſe he loved us; and. deſired to transfer upon 
himſelf the puniſhment due to us; that he might de- 
liver us from the wrath' to come; and open to us the 
fountains of mercy, grace and life. This was an P73 
tual love indecd. Does our love for him ſhew itſel 
by the like effects? Are we willing to renounce, ouy- 
on wills, to mortify our. inclinations and paſſions; te- 
ſuſfer, and to bear gur croſſes for him? A genereus 
: lover, 45 as willing to be with him on mount Cavarpe- 
s as on muunt Thabor: is this our diſpolttion? - on 
„ Conſider 3dly, how diſintereſted is the love abt. 
a if Qbriſt hows. ws in his pafhen. He loves un wikbouks 
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any 
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mexit on our ſide: we deſerved nothing from him for um 
bur bell He loves us without any proſpect of gain Kequir 
\ himſelf from us, or any return that we can make to book 1 
we can give him nothing but what he muſt firſt God, 
ye us; we Can offer him no good thing but what bert. 
is love bas purchaſed for us: we can have nothing from 
ut what i is his. He ſtands in no need at ull Gf us, 'or his he 
ke goods. O how truly generous is this love 555 out fboul 


edeemer in his paſſion. How bountiful is he to us! 

e makes over to us the infinite treaſures of his me- 
rits: he wants them not for- himſelf; but bequeaths 
them all to us. His love for us knoiws'tio bounds. lt 
hath poſſeſſed his heart from the firſt inſtant of his con 
geption;. it burned. there for every moment of his liſe; 
it carried him through all his ſufferings, even tö death. 
It is without beginning, or end; it endures from eter- 
nity to eternity. O bright fire, mayſt thou tale PER 


Gon of my ſoul, for time and eternity! 

Conclude ſinee thou canſt make no better return to Lord 
offer at leaſt daily thy heart with all its affe ction to {ll His, 
thy loving Saviour. But that it may be worthy of his meſt 
acceptance; beg that he would cleanſe it by 1 r the, i 
N and inflame it with his love.” gh wee 

ong 
birth 
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NONSIDE R firſt, how true that is, of the de. tbe 
out author of the following of Chriſt.“ 7% Con 
whole 4i ife of Chrift "was a' croſs and a martyrdom He had 
came into this world to be à victim for our fins and the 
from the firſt inſtant of his conception in his mathers apps 
womb, he offered himſelf to all the ſufferings he was to his £ 
undergo in life and death. Hear how — 'therraddreſſes | they 
himſelf to his Father. Pſ. xxxix.  Satrifiee an the 
eblatzon-thou didi 3 ur W buſt pra | NN 
inid - PA 


/ 
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me. Burn f ering and ſin offevin then diu, Hot 
2 Ne | then ſaid I, behold: I come.” 4 the Head of Mhz 
book it is written of me, that I ſhould de thy will: 1 


Cod, I have defired it, and thy law in the midſt of 
heart. And what was this will, and this law, whi 
from his firſt conception he embraced in the midſt of 
his heart? But that inſtead of all other ſacrifices, he 

ſhould become himſelf both our prieſt and victim, "ax 
through, his 3 ſhould mediate our peace, and 
reconcile us to his Father. Thus he accepted before- 
hand all that he was afterwards to endure: and by the 
clear and diſtin& foreſight, which he had all along, 
of his. whole paſſion, ſuffered in ſome meaſure all his 
life time, what afterwards he endured at his death; ' 0 
how early did my Jeſus embrace his crofs for the Iove 
of me] O how carly did 1 prefer my pleaſures before | 
his love. 

Conſider 2dly, diverſe other ſufferings, which our 
Lord went through in the courſe of his mortal life. 
his nine months | confinement in his mother's wop 
moſt ſenſible to him, who from his firſt conception” 100 
the, perſect uſe of reaſon; and who by a violence, 
which he offered to his zeal and love, was kept fo 
long from action. The hardſhips he endured at his 
birth, from the rigour of the ſeaſon; and the poverty 
of his accommodations: his circumciſion ; his flight 
into Egypt; the ſenſe that he had of the murder of the 
Innocents: the auſterity of his life; his frequent hun- 
ger, thirſt and Want of neceſſaries, hialabgurs and fa- 
tigues, But all this was nothing to what his boundleſs 
charity, and his zeal for the honour of his Father and 
the, ſalvation. of ſouls, made him continually fuffery 
from the ſight and knowledge of the ſins of men. 
had all the fins. of the world always: before his eyes, for 
the whole time of his life, with all their enormity, arid 
oppoſition to the infinite majeſty and ſanctity of God, and 


ts bis divine honour and glory; and the dreadfuł haveek 
(ey WR they did, and would make in the ſouls of men, with all 
u the. diſmal. conſequences of them both in time and 


wn wah and this ſight Which was always preſent d 


him 
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him, was nvnitaly more grievous to his ſoul, than tly 
very pangs of death. For if St. Paul had ſuch a ſenſ 

of the evil of ſin, as to be quite on fire when he ſay 

any one fall into fin, 2 Cor. xi. 29. how. much mor, 

did this fire devour our Saviour. 


Conſider 3dly, how much our Lord ſuffered from 


being obliged to live and converſe amongꝑſt men, whole iſ 


manners were ſo widely different from, and ſo infinite. 


oppoſite to his: how ſenſibly he was touched with the ; 
cr ying diforders of the people of the Jews, amongl 
whom he lived; with their malice, their violences, their i 


injuſtices, their deceits, their blaſphemies, and the licen- 
tiouineſFo their lives: the pride, ambition, covetoul- 
neſs, and hypocriſy of their prieſts, ſcribes, and Phai- 


ſees; the oppreſſions of the poor, their contempt d : 
virtue and of truth, and their general forgetfulneſs of iſ 


God and their 6 Add to this, how ſenſibly he 


muſt have been afflicted with the hardaeſs of their 


hearts, with which they reſulted his graces ; their ob- 
ſtinacy in their evil ways; their ingratitude; the op- 
poſition they made to his heavenly Goſpel; their blaſ- 
phemous judgments of his perſon and miracles ; ; their 
Landers and murmurings againit him; and their con- 
tinually laying ſnares for him, and perſecuting him, 
even unto death. O who can ſufficiently appreherd 
how much our Saviour's ſoul was affected with all theſe 
evils; wich this reception and treatment he met with 


from his choſen people ; ; and with thoſe dreadful juds- 


ments they were thereby drawing down upgn their own 
heads, inſtead of that mercy, which he came to pur- 
chaſe for them by his blood! Death .ittelf was not fo 
ſenſible to him. 


Conclude, if thou would be a true ples 4 of Jeſus W 


Chriſt, to conform thyſelf to a life of crofies and ſub 
ferings : thus, ſhalt thou wear his livery ; and ſhalt be 
entitled to a ſhare in his heavenly kingdom. cue fuf- 
fer with him, we ſhall reign with bim. Vet io, if we 
ſuffer with his ſpirit. 
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1 * 42 24 
_y On our Saviour's prayer in the garden. 
ſrom ONSIDER firſt, that our Saviour's paſſion be- 
vhole gan the night before his death: when, aiter hay- 
nitely g eaten the paſchal lamb with his diſciples, humbly 
\ the Waſhed their feet, inſtituted the great paſſover of the 
ongl ew covenant, and giyen them, in an admirable ſacra- 
their Went of love, his own moſt precious body and blood; 
icen. Ne went out with them to mount Olivet : the place to 
touſ hich he was accuſtomed to reſort, after the preaching 
ali nd labours of the day, to ſpend the evening, if not the 
ot hole night, in prayer. Hither he went, on this his 
cls of ft night, to prepare himſelf for his paſſion, by prayer; 
ly ke ot for any need he had of it for himſelf; but to give 
their s an example, and for our inſtruction, O learn my 
r ob- oul, by this great example, how thou art to arm thy- 
op- elf againit all trials and temptations! Learn from 
blaf. hence all thy ſtrength is to come, in the time of bat- 
their ie. Give car to what our Lord ſaid to his diſciples, 
con- pon this occaſion, Matt. xxvi. 41, Vatch ye, and pray, 


hat ye enter not into temptation; the ſpirit indeed is wil- 
ing, but the fleſh is weak, O take heed, left if thou 
leep, as Peter did, when thou ſhouldſt pray, thou 
deny thy Lord, when thou comeſt to the trial | 

Conlider 2dly, how our Saviour begins to diſcloſe to 
bis diſciples, the mortal anguiſh, fear, and ſadnels, which 


pur- e then ſuffered in his ſoul. Ay ſoul, ſaith he. 75 r- 
ot ſo awful, even unto death: that is to ſay, with a ſadneſs, 


rhich is capable of even now taking away my life, if I 
lid not, by miracle, ſupport myſelf, for enduring the 
dther torments of my paſſion. - Sweet Jeſus, what can 
de the meaning of this! Didſt thou not, from the, firſt 
nſtant of life, accept of, and embrace, in the midſt of 
hy heart, all that thou art now going to ſuffer ; foraſ- 
nuch as it would be for the glory of thy Father, and the 
edemption of man? Hadſt thou not even a longing de- 
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ire of accompliſhing this great ſacrifice of our redemp- 
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tion? And how comes it that thou art now thus op- 
prefied with ſadneſs and anguiſh ? Where is. that cod. | eri 
rage and fortitude, which thou haſt imparted to thy mar: fect 
tyrs; which has made even tender maids deſpiſe the Her ve. 
worſt of torments, when they endured them for the love Heep. 
of thee? And ſhalt thou, who art the ftren th of the! and, bj 
martyrs, ſhrink at the fear of death?” But O Trey pf mer 
well underſtand, that 'tis by thy own choice thou hai M 

condeſcended to all this ſadneſs, fear, and anguiſh; t ; 
to the end that thou mightſt ſuffer the more for me, andi -- .. 
engage me to love thee the more; tis that thou might 8; C 
teach me how to behave under all my interidur apguiſhes C 
2 afflictions, and how to endure them, fot the Bred 
thee. | 7 


Conſider 34ly, the prayer our Saviour made on th Alas 
occaſion, that, if it were agreeable to the will of his Fi- s 
ther, the bitter cup might paſs away from him. But DEN 
with what fervour did he pray? With a ftrong cry and wo. ? 
ears, Heb. v. 7. With what reverence and humility? WW gust 
Lying proſtrate upon the ground, Matt. xxvi. 39, With Bl hwy 
what earneſtneſs and perleverance ? Continuing: a long dow 
time in prayer; and repeating again and N Lp k prof! 
ſupplication. Learn, my foul, to imitate him: under muff 
all thy diſtreſſes, betake thyſelf to prayer; but ſee thou WW of h 
pray, as thy Lord did, with fervour, humility, and per- 1 0 
ſeyerarice : ſee thou pray with the like reſignation: Vt dn 

my will but thine be done, Remember that, in thy pray- Wi 
ers thou art not to ſeek thy own pleaſure or comfort, dent 
but the holy will of God: O make this holy will thy cher 
comfort and pleaſure, and thy prayer will be always ac- acc 
cepted. Stay you here and watch with me, ſaid our Lord ( 
to his diſciples: but at every time that he came to this 
them, he found them fill aſleep; and no help or com- drin 


fort had he from their company, in this his deſolate con · at t 
dition. O my ſoul, do thou at leaft, pity thy Saviour mo 
under all chis anguiſn and deſolation: Do thou ſtay par 


and watch with him, by a frequent meditation on his he 
- ſufferings. J 2id }o-t05 HS cor 
Conclude never to forget what thy Saviour ſuffered An 


for thee in his foul, during his prayer in the. garden. No aft 
5101 82 1 ſufferings . c nr 


IS 0 . Als oli 748 10 LA ? 2820 re ha bog £40 
Fre uferings can be greater than ſuch as immediately 
mar: tech the ſoul. St. Tereſa did not let a night paſs, from 


e the (cr very childhood, without reflecting, before the fell a- 


- love ccp,0n our Saviour's ſufferingsinthat part of his paſſion-: 
tend, by this means, ſhe gradually arrived at the perfection 

3 ti Monday fourth week in Lent... .. 
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güte On our Savigur's agony and bloody ſweat. 

100 „ ONSID ER ſirſt, what pangs, what anguiſh, what 
” IE Hoods of forrow, overwhelmed the foul of our 

this dear Redeemer, during his prayer in this his laſt _ 


every Duy in the Tear. 159 


© 


Alas no tongue can ſufficiently expreſs, nor heartcbn- 
ceive them ! However, that thou mayſt make ſome fort 
of judgment of them, from their effects, conſider how 
hey - calf him into a mortal agony; how they forced 
© from all his body a wonderful ſweat of blood; which 
not only. embrued all his garments, but alſo trickled 
down from his body upon the ground, on which he lay 
proſtrate in prayer. O how inconceivable à torture 
muſt he have endured in his interiour; when the pangs 
of his ſoul had ſuch a ſtrong operation exteriourly, 
and produced ſuch ſtrange effects in the body } But 
why all this agony, dear Lord? Why theſe pangs? 
this prodigious ſweat of blood? Was not the 
death of the croſs ſufficient for our redemption ?:\ Why 
then thaſe anticipated ſorrows? Thy love alone can 
account for them. O bleſſed be thy infinite charity 
Conſider 2dly, how bitter were the ingredients of 
this chalice, which our Saviour ſo much dreaded. to 
drink. Ah! my foul, they were bitter indeed: he had 
at this time before his eyes a moſt lively apprehenſion, a 
moſt clear and expreſs repreſentation of all and every 


tay WY particular injury and indignity, ſtripe and torment, chat 
his be was afterwards ſucceſſively to endure, in the whole 

=. courſe of his. paſſion, now all at once aſſaulting his ſoul, 
90 and making him feel beforeband all the ſorrows, which 


- *erWards only came one by one, But what was far 
none P 2 more. 
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muſtered up all againſt thee; but alſo feeleſt their enor- If 


mous Weight, laid upon thy ſhoulders ?. O what a {tare 
had my fins in this tragical ſcene ! how did they op- 


preſs the ſoul of my Redeemer ! how did they force 


from him this ſhower of blood; as if all the pores o 
his body were turnfedinto eyes, to weep for my ſins! 0 
- det thy agony and bloody ſweat, teach me effectually 
ho heinous my fins are in thy eyes; and in what maꝝ- 
ner I -ought-to-bewail them 173 75 . 
e (Conſider -3dly, another bitter nt of th 
of thy Redeemer, which was the foreſight he then had 
of the little ſenſe the greateſt part even of Chriſtians 
would have of all his ſufferings ; of their ingratitude for 
lis infinite charity; of their abuſe of all thoſe graces he 


Was going: to purchaſe for them, with the laſt drop of | 


his. hood; of their perverſeneſs in taking occaſion frem 
his very paſſion to ſin more freely, and to draw down 
the more dreadful judgments upon their own, heads: 
and, in fine, of the eternal loſs of innumerable ſouls, who, 
notwithſtanding all his ſufferings, through their, obſti- 
nacy in fin, and final impenitence, would incur the ſe- 
:xcond.and eyerlaſting death. Conſider that every one of 
- theſe poor ſouls was more dear to Chaiſt than his own 


life, ſince 2 with. his life to ſave them. . What 
a a'crnel anguiſh 


wilfully running into the bottomleſs pit of endſeſs, and 
ürrgmediable evils, and plunging themſelves forever into 


/ 


| 
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ingredient. of that cup 


then muſt it have been to his tender and 
charitable heart, to ſee ſo many of them blindly. and 
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the flames of hell. No wonder, after this, that ſo ma- 


iS 
An ny lamentable objects, preſenting themſelves at once, be- 
„ wit fore the eyes of his foul, and joined with all thoſe men- 
| bim. tioned in the foregoing conſideration, ſhould' eaſt him 
inte a mortal agony and 1 ſweat, | 
400 = Conclude to admire and adore the wondrous ways: 
ly cn. of God, in bringing about the redemption of man. Em- 
mich. BY brace, with all the affections of thy heart, the infinite- | 
then charity of thy Redeemer, which ſhines forth fo bright 
\cſo BY in this myſtery. And ſee thou be no longer one of 
ns, chat unhappy number, who repay all his mercy and love 
ther with ſin and ingratitude. 
enor | 
* Tueſday fourth week in Lent. 
fork On the treaſon of Judas. 
OY COONSIDE R firſt, how ſenſible-an afliction it 
140 | was to our Lord to be betrayed and fold by one 
970 of his own apoſtles, into the hands of thoſe that ſought 
nis life. Inſomuch that he, who bore ia ſilence all the 
ws inſolencies of the Jewiſh rabble, and the pagan- ſoldiers ; 
530 he who ſuffered the whips, thorns, and nails, without 
: : complaint; could not but complain of this treachery, 
75 ingratitude, and perfidiouſneſs of a falſe friend; both in ! 
TM bis words to his diſciples, the night before his paſſion; 
de and to the traitor himſelf, when he offered im the trea- 
PO cherous kiſs ; and long before by the royal prophet. 
0!" Hear how he expreſſes himſelf in the pſalms. Even the 
F. man of my peace (the friend whom I had taken into my 
1 | boſom) in whom I trufted, who ate my bread (even the 
15 bread of life) bath greatly ſupplanted me, Pſ. xl. 10. and 
| 2. again, F my enemy had reviled me, I tuould verily baue 
oF born with-it : and if he that hated me had ſpoken great 


things againſt me, I would perhaps have hid myſelf. from. 
bim. But thiu a man of ene mind, my guide and my fu- 
miliar, who didft take fuvret meats together with me, 


i | (even the ſacred body and blood of thy Redeemer) in 
17 } the houſe :f God tue walked with conſent : Pſ. liv. 13, 14. 
05 Yes, I had aſſociated thee to the communion of all my 
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goods and grapes in my church; I had admitted: the, | 
ta be one of my individual companions, a witneſs of il} | 
my doctrine and miracles, and even one of my'twelye 
apoſtles. And that thou, ſo highly favoured, without 
any merit of thine, ſhould be thus ungrateful, tha 
-falſe and perfidious, as without any injury or-provoca- 
tion, for a petty trifling intereſt, to betray me into the] 
hands of my enemies, and to join thyſelf with them to 
perſecute me unto death ! O this it is that afflicts my 
ſoul ! and the more inſupportably, becaule, in betray- 
ing and ſelling me, thou betrayeſt and ſelleſt thy own MW 
foul, (which is ſo dear to me) to be an eternal prey to 
devils, O take care, my foul, thou never imitate the 
traitor ! O dear Jeſus, be thou my keeper, or elſe I hall 
alſo betray both myſelf and thee ! Alas] how often have 
I betrayed thee. already, by wilful fin ? O never ſuffer 
me to be ſo miſerable any more! 

Conſider 2dly, what an aggravation it was to the in- 
jury which the traitor offered to our Redeemer, that 
he ſhould ſet no greater value on him; but ſell him at ſo 
low a rate as thirty pieces of ſilver, the price, tis like 
ly, of the meaneſt ſlave : and that he ſhould prefer ſuch 
a triſling conſideration before his Lord and his God, 
who made both him and all things; and who ſet ſuch a 
vaiue upon his ſoul, as to employ his whole life and 
death, and give his own moſt precious blood to redeem 
it. My ſoul, doſt thou not loudly condemn and deteſt 
this, monſtrous treaſon ? But haſt thou never been guilty 
of the like or worſe ? Haſt thou never ſold, for a more 
trifling conſideration, the grace and friendſhip of thy 
Redeemer ? Haſt thou never preferred, before him, a 
petty intereſt, a filthy pleaſure, a punctilio of -honour, 
or the gratifying ſome unreaſonable paſſion? And what 
was all this but ſelling both thy God, and thy own 
foul, for ſomething of leſs value than the traitor's thin- 
ty pieces of ſilyer? Alas ! *tis what thou haft been guil- 
ty of, as often as thou haſt committed mortal ſin. Be 
confounded, repent, and amend, | 3, tom +» Þ 

Conſider 3dly, and fee, in this example of Judas, 
that no ſtate of life, or calling, how holy ſoever, can 

ſecure 
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ſecure us from danger : ſince an apoſtle, called by 
Chriſt, and trained up in his ſchool; ſo well inſtrucked 


by his heavenly doctrine, and great examples; and em- 


powered by him to caſt out devils, and work wonder- 


5 ſul miracles, is fallen nevertheleſs, and fallen ſo as to 


riſe no more, even into the bottomleſs pit. O! let 
him that ſtands be ſenſible upon what ſlippery ground 


he ſtands, and by whoſe grace he is ſupported, and 
W kept from falling: that ſo, by diſtruſting entirely in 
himſelf, and placing his whole confidence in God, he 


may work out his ſalvation with fear and trembling. 
But what was it that brought Judas to this enormous 
treaſon? It was the love of money. This was his pre- 
dominant paſſion. This he indulged at firſt in leſſer 
injuſtices, by the opportunity of carrying the common 
purſe: and thus, whilſt he took no care to mortify his 
evil inclinations, by degrees, they gained ground upon 
him, till they introduced Satan into the full poſſeſſion 
of his ſoul: and ſo prevailed upon him to betray and to 


ſell his maſter, and then to hang himſelf in deſpair. 


Chriſtians, beware of your paffions; ſtifle them be- 
times; leſt they grow headſtrong, by being neglected 
in the beginning. Eſpecially take care of that cheating 
vice of the love of money, the ſource of innumerable 
evils; and yet the poiſon! works ſo inſenſibly, that few 
or none are willing to think themſelves infected with 
it. Alas !' how many pretexts and pretences are made 
uſe of to cloak the evil: how many ways of palliating 
even frauds, injuſtices, uſuries, and what not. And how 
ingenious are men, where their intereſt is concerned, 
perſuade "themſelves that their way is right, the latter 
end of whith(as they will find to their coſt, when tis 
too late )Jeads to the fecond death. | : 
Conclude to miſtruſt thyſelf, and thy own judgment, 
in all caſes, where thy worldly honour, intereſt, or 
pleaſure, is concerned; becauſe tis natural, on thefe 
occaſions, to be biaſſed to that fide of the queſtion that 
is moſt agreeable to ſelf-love. O how hatd it is to 
be an. impartial” judge in one's own caſe ! but O how 
1appy-then are they, that, in ſimplicity of heart, Ie 


Ty 
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God, and his holy will and law, on all occaſions : and 
do not deſire to bend down the law of God to their 
will, but their will to the law of God! 


IVedneſday fourth week in Lent. 


On the apprebenſion of our Lord. 


6 ONSID ER firſt, how our Saviour riſing up 
from the ground, where he had lain proftrate in 
prayer, all embrewed in his own blood, which he ſhed 
during his anguiſh and agony, goes for the third time 
to his diſciples, whom he had defired to pray, 
and to watch with him; but alas he finds them ill 
aſleep. So little comfort did they afford their Lord 
in his diſtreſs! O my ſoul, has not this been often thy If 
caſe, to be unconcernedly ſleeping, when it behoved 
thee to be watching and praying with thy Saviour? 
And what has been the conſequence of this? Why thou 


haſt run away, and haſt abandoned him, in the time of 


trial and temptation. But now, by this time, the traitor, 


who was not alleep, has conducted to the place a mu- 


titude, headed by ſome of the prieſts and Phariſees, M 
and armed with ſwords and clubs, to apprehend our iſ 
Lord. See, my ſoul, how thy Saviour goes forth to iſ 
meet them; how ready he is to ſuffer ; how willing 
to deliver himfelf up for the love of thee: See in what 
manner he receives the traitor's kiſs ; my friend ſays 


he, to what end art thou come hither ? Reflect what mY 
thou art about, and repent whilſt thou haſt time; and 


IJ will ſhew thee mercy :* Judas wilt thou betray the Sm 
of Man with a kiſs ? O the meekneſs and charity of 
our Redeemer ; who is ready to receive with o 1 
arms even Judas himſelf, if his hardened heart had 
not been proof againſt all the charms of his mercy! 
Sinners, ſee what an encouragement we have to run to 
him for mercy, fince he was deſirous to ſhew it even 
to the traitor himſelf. f 5 


Conſider 2dly, how our Lord was pleaſed, on this = 


eccalion, to manifeſt his power; by caſting fon 14 
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che ground all that armed multitude; that were edme 
to apprehend him, with theſe only words, I am be: 
to ſhew the world that no power of man could ap- 
prehend him, but by his own will and conſent; in 
conſequence of his o free love: O bleſſed be that 
free love for evermore | On the ſame occaſion, when 
Malchus a ſervant of the high-prieſt, more buſy than 
the reſt in apprehending our Saviour, had his ear cut 
off by the ſword of Peter; our Lord not only res 
ſtrained this apoſtle from uſing any further violence 
in his defence; but inſtantly ſhewed, both his power, 
and his goodneſs, in healing the wretch, and reſtoring. 
his ear upon the ſpot, by his only word: to teach us 
by. his example to overcome evil with good, Then 
after having meekly expoſtulated with the prieſts and 
the Phariſees, for their coming out in this manner 
in the night, with an armed mob, to take him, as if 
he had been ſome highway robber, he gave them leave 
WF to ule their pleaſure with him; but this, upon condi- 
tiqn,..that they ſhould not meddle with any of his diſ- 
ciples. 80 1 our dear Redeemer that none 
of his little ones ſhould, ſuffer any thing, upon his 
occaſion, whilſt he was going to offer up himſelf in 
ſacrifice for the love of them. e 
. Conſider: 2dly, that our Lord had no ſooner de- 
livered himſelf up, with theſe words, This is your hour, 
aud the potuęr of darkneſs, but they immediately ruth 


in upon him z and, as we may preſume from tile feſt 


of their carriage, and from their hatred to him, loud 
him with injuries and blaſphemies. Then they bind 
him faſt, as if he were ſome notorious criminal; 
and. drag, him violently along with them in the 
dark, through thick and thin, into the city. See, 
my, faul, and .contemplate the meekneſs, patients, 
and ence of the lamb of God, under all“ theſe 
r accompany him in ſpirit upon this occaſions 
(for his apoſtles have all left him, in the hands of 
his znemies).and ſtriye to enter into his interiour, and 
50 15 of 1 the, ſecret conyerſation he has all the 
Wt with his Father, from the prayer he is there 

| | making 


S 
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making for his enemies; and from the charity with 
which he offers up both his preſent and future ſufferings, 
for thy ſins, and for the ſins of the whole world, what 
ought to be thy. diſpoſitions under all the ſufferings thou 
meeteſt with; what thy interiour exercices of devo- 
tions; and what thy ſpirit of charity far them that af- 
flict thee, and perſecute thee. a 3010 v8 

_ Conclude to follow thy. Saviour in. ſpirit, through 
all the different ſtages of his paſſion ; with a ſincere de- 
fire to ſtudy and learn the great leſſons he teaches thee 
in his ſufferings; and withal to make the beſt return 
of love thou art able, for the infinite love he has ſhewn 


* 
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On our Lord's being brought before Annas and 

110 8 i Caiphas. r 5 5 — 
1 e 0 Feng DOTOTIVI 
FYONSIDER firſt how the. rahble, that had ap- 
prchended our Saviour, having dragged, him into 
the eity with loud ſhouts, and cries, brought him ft 
Before Annas, one of the chief prieſts, to give him. the 
pleaſure of ſeeing their priſoner, and of inſulting over 
him. Go in my ſoul with him, and ſee the Jon of 
God, the judge of the living and the dead, ſtanding 
with his hands tied behind him, before, this inſolent 
Jewiſh prieſt. Hear the impertinent queſthons. he puts 


Þ 


to him, concerning his diſciples and his doctrine: and 
admire the courage, meekneſs, and eyennels of ſoul, 
which thy Saviour ſhews in his whole comportment on 
this occaſion. See how he ſuffers even. a vile fervant, 
not only to rebuke him in words, for his moge 

juſt anfwer; but alſo to ſtrike, him on the face | 
all the company: An affront, which, if perth 


9185 
a 
x 43 Wy * 


Are 
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meaneſt of men, would be thought inſupportable, by 
the children of this world: but our great, maſter has 
taught us, both by word and example, that true courage 
| | 114 * 
a Chriſtian than to 

walk 


iſts in beari gꝛand not in revenging injuries. And ure 


nothing can be more honourable to 
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alk in the footſteps of his king, and to keep his laws. 
Confider 2dly, how our Saviour, bound as he was, 
is hurried away, with the like ſhouts and inſolences, 
from Annas to the houſe of Caiphas the hig prieſt, 
where the ſenate, or council, was aſſembled, deter- 
mined to deſtroy him right or wrong: and therefore, 
notwi ing it was now late at night, they imme- 
diately proceed to his trial; and to the An the 
witneſſes, of whom they had provided a ore, 
to depoſe againſt this innocent lamb of God. Chriſti- 
ans, What ſhall we moſt admire on this occaſion ; the 
malice of the enemies of our Saviour, and the groſs 
falſhoods they impoſe upon him; or the force of truth, 
and the wonderful innocence of our Lord, which 


would not ſuffer their teſtimonies to be of any weight 


againſt him, even in the judgment of ſo partial, and 
ſo wicked a court. But what is the moſt admirable of 
all is that invincible meekneſs and patience, that per- 
fect peace and tranquillity of ſoul, with which our Lord 
ſuffered in, ſilence, to hear himſelf charged by theſe 
icked impoſtors, with ſo many falſe crimes, tending 
to rob him both of his honour and his life! O ſurely 
one muſt be more than man to be ſilent on ſuch occt» 
ſions. Learn at leaſt thou, my ſoul, from this ſilence of 
thy Saviour, not to be fo exceſſively nice with rega 
to thy honour: and if thou muſt ſpeak in defence of 
thy own innocence ; ſee thou do it with that calmneſs 
and modeſt / that becomes a diſciple of ſuch a maſter. 
A noify and paſſionate defence will only make thy 
cauſe worſe z and will rob thee of thy peace, which is 
2 more valuable good, than any thing the world can 


either give, or take away. 


Cotflider Zdly, how the high prieſt, finding that 
bis evidence did not agree in their ſtory, ſtood up, and 
aqjured our Saviour bithe living God, to tell them if he 
was indeed the Chriſt, the Son of God? Our Lord, in 
reyerence to his Father's name, and to give teſtimony. to 
that capital truth, the great foundation of the Chriſtian 
religion, which he came to ſeal with his blood 3 im- 
ni-daately anfyered,, that he was; and that hereafter 
1 Danni. / 1 * 3 * £ they 
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they ſhould ſee him, fitting on the right. hand of God, 
and coming in the clouds of heaven. - Chriſtians, give 
thanks to your Saviour for this ſolemn profeſſion of 
what he was; though ſtanding now in the midſt of 
enemies, determined not to believe bim. They re- 
jected and condemned this grand truth to their own con- 
demnation; do you embrace and adore it for your ſal- 
vation. Upon this open declaration of his divinity, the 
high prieſt rends his garments and cries out blaſphemy : 
and they all, with one voice, condemn him to death. 
See, my ſoul, the Saint of Saints traduced now as a 
blaſphemer ; and the author of life judged, worthy of 
death; and this by the whole council of the. prieſts and 
ancients of his people; and learn thou henceforward 
not to be ſo much concerned about the judgment of 
the world: if it condemns thee wrongfully ; what 
wonder, ſince it has condemned Chriſt himſelf : He 
was innocence itſelf, whereas thy ſins deſerve, other 
kinds of puniſhments than the world can condemn thee 
to: | 

Cenclule, i in oppoſition to this unjuſt "aa given 


againſt-the Lamb of God, to join with all the heavenly. 


fpirits, and with all the elect of God, in that ſolemn 
canticle,, Apoc. v. 12. The Lamb that was ſlain is 
worthy to receive power, and divinity, and wiſdom, and 
firength, and honour, and glory, and benediftion. But 
learn withal, from his great example, when thou art 
called to the trial; never to be aſhamed/ of him, nor 
his truth; though thou wert even to lay down oy! life, 


w_ him, and for Dig, 


Friday fourth whgh: in Lent.” 


On our Satiour's treatment inthe houſe of Caiphas, 


YONSIDER. fiſt, how this ſentence of con- 
demnation was no fooner pronounced againſt our 
Land, than the whole multitude of them began to Hall 
upon him, and to treat him with all kind of... = 
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rages, and unheard of bee They. pi i . 1 
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ate und buffet him, St. Matt. xxvi. 67. They Mitdfeld 
him, and fmite his face, and aſk him ſaying ; Propbeſy, 
who is it that ſtruck thee ? St. Luke xxith.' 64. They 
pluck his hair and beard, whilſt he with his hands tied 
behind him, makes no reſiſtance, but as he tells us, Lai. l. 
5, 6. gives up his body to them that firike him, und hit 
cheeks to i hem that pluck them, and turns not away his face - 


from them that rebuke him, and ſpit upen him. Not 


to ſpeak of many other ſhameful abuſes and injuries: 
ſo that here he is treated indeed as a tuo m and no man : 
the reproach of men, aud the outcaſt of the people. Pſ. xxi. 
Here, as the prophet foretold, Lament. iii 30. he is 
filled 10ith reproaches. See my foul, what the Son of 
God has willingly ſubmitted to, to ſave thee from ſin 
and hell. O ! embrace that infinite charity of his, 
which has made him ſtoop ſo low, that he might take 
thee up from the dunghill, and place thee with him on 
his throne: But O! deteſt thy fins, which have ſo often 
buffeted him, and ſpit in his face. # | | 

Conlider 2dly, what a kind of a night our Saviour 
paſſed in the hands of the rabble, after the council 
was broke up, and the prieſts and ancients had retired 
to reſt, Theſe brutiſh men, inſtigated by the exam- 
ple of their maſters, and by thoſe wicked ſpirits that 
poſſeſſed them, would not ſuffer our Lord to take any 
reſt, during that laſt night of his mortal life: but con- 
tinued acting over and over again the ſame tragedy, 
by mocking, beating, and abuſing the Lord of glory, 
and diſcharging their filthy flegm on his facred face; 
whilſt he has no hand at liberty, nor friend, to ward off 
any of their blows; nor any one ſo much as to wipe 
their filthy ſpittle off from his face, all bruiſed and quite 
disfigured with their buffets. Ah! who ſhall be able 
to recount one half of what our Saviour ſuffered that 
night from theſe wretches. Beſides all the reproaches, 
ſlanders, curſes and blaſphemies, with which they loaded 
him, more intolerable than their blows. Many other 
things ſays St. Luke, chap. xxii. 65. they ſaid againſt 
him, blaſpheming ; whilſt he all the while replied not a 
word: when he was reviled, he did not revile: when he 


ſiſfer- 
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ſuffered, he threatened not, 1 Peter ii. 23, but deliver MM wes 
himſelf; ot on þ th Him that. judged him unjuſtly, but wd 


alſo to theſe v.le wretches, that fo ſhamefully abuſed MW +5141 
him at their pleaſure. Be, aſtoniſhed O ye heavens, to Nt 12 
ſee your Lord and maker, treated in this outragious man- 
ner,” by the vñleſt of men! But alas H my Gul the 
were thy fins that were the chief actor in Alk this wd 
885 01 repent and amen 21 noum Ol 165% 
Conſider 3dly, and ſet before thy eyes the image of 
ty Saviour in the hands of theſe miſcreants: take a 
10 pf his face all bruiſed; his eyes black and blue; 


us whole countenance disſigured, ſo that no one of 
14s heavenly features can now be diſtinguiſhed; his foro. 
Head: and cheeks defiled with-their-ſpittle> dis cherte 
plucked: his hair all rent and torn; and his“ whale 
zerfoh ſtrangely metamorphoſed. Then reflect who 
this is that ſuffers all this? and for whom how freely 
he ſuffers, all by his own choice? and whatileffons he 
gives thee in his ſufferings ? And thou wiltifind-abun- 
ant, matter for thy meditation. But carry the eyes of 
thy foul fl further, and look into his interiour; and 
fee the peace and tranquillity that reigns athere, in the 
midſt of all theſe ſufferings ; from his perfect confor- 
mity to the will of his Father: ſee how he prays for his 
enemies: ſee the joy with which he ſuffers, i in conſi- 
deration of the greater glory of his Father, and of our 
falvation, which he is to purchaſe by all theſt his fuf- 
feriugs. en ils eee e 228 Aolng on mid 
Conclude with admiration and love of the infinite 
Charity of thy Redeemer: and a reſolution of imitating 
his patience, his meekneſs, his humility, and his confor- 
mity in all things to his Fathers will. 
er x.) asm 
e ds 
* 0 N00: | 
. 10 bun 
bete: 2001 Agul 15118 


010 ES] Saturday 


«Vier Day in ther Mar. n 


wolle dad £8 i 0er en Vswotdv At wh. (avs . 
Wy 


13. 10 rday fo urth Week in Een E700.” O mg 


M anova 2% Or Prien, Denial. 9g 154 18 mid 


(6 ots THO Jer: y Herr be J 5 
ON SIDER fill, that.amonght all the Kater 4 
ings of chat laſt night, of our Saviours, life, nothing 1 
went ſo much to his heart, as the behaviour of his ow FLOW 
apoſtles: one of them betray d him; all of them bare! 
doned him; and Peter the very chiefeſt of them all, 
whit hack bean the . an te his: E 


b. to defend — d an armed muhtity 95 1 
ay 
hands on ** and who had boaſted chat very night, 
that though: all the reſt ſhould. forſake him, — would 
always ſtick; by bim; that he was, eres 5 New 

him to priſon and to death; — that th 

ite were: to:die for it, he would never deny, him: W | 

ng wait? alas the voice of a poor — putting he . 
or- queſtion to him, if he were not one of his diſciples 5 put 

him in ſuch a terrour, that he not only denied, Mu 

even ſwore, and curſed himſelf if ever he knew the 

man! Good Jeſus! what is man? what is he not 

capable of, if thou ſupport him not by thy grace? O 
look well to me Lord, and ſtand by me; or I ſhall 

alſo denie thee. | 

Conſider 2dly, how Peter came to fall fo quickly, 

& after ſuch ſtrong reſolutions, and ſo much zeal for his 

ſter, Alas. he depended too much upon his reſo- 


ar nde Q 2 lutions: 
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Judibmsi he did not ſufficiently know himſelf; he theuglu 
himfelf ſttonger than his: companions, and built too 
much upom his own ſtrength: and this ſecret preſump- 
tion was the chief cauſe of his fall. Ah! my ſoul, be- 
ware of any confidence in thyſelſ: thou art never nearer 
talling,- than when thou ſeemeſt to have the ſtrongeſt 
reſolutions if thy reſolutions are built upon thy ou 
y bottom, and not upon the rock, which is Chriſt. 
Peter flept, when he was admoniſhed to watch and to 
pray, leſt he ſhould fall in the time of temptation: 
this neglect was another occaſron of his fin; by de- 
priving him of that grace, which otherwiſe would have 
effectually preſerved him. See my ſoul if. thy frequent 
falls be not owing to thy neglect of watching and pray- 
ing. Infine, Peter was too raſh in expoſing Kimi y 
the-danger, by going into the company of the enem 
of our Saviour, and giving ear to their diſcourſes; 
which ſo far influenced him as to make him aſhamed of 
his maſter. Beware leſt the like cauſes ſhould have 
me like effects in thee. Beware of had / company, and 
of all ſuch converſation, as may muke thee — 
of Chriſt, or his maxims; or any ways Inſtence.tace to 
the! rejudice of thy ſoul. * + 1S4bs 0 
.. Conſider 4dly, In Peter's three ae — 
one fall draws on another, and generally ſpeaking, a 
deeper: and learn from hence the of a ſpeedy 
repentance. Alas! Peter now fallen, as he paſſetl over 
untegarded the crowing of the cock, fo might» have 
continued in his fin, and died in his ſin too, biinoet 
his loving Redeemer, in the midſt of all the outrages 
he was ſuffering, caſt an eye of pity. upon him f and 
touching his heart at the ſame time with a ſtrong and 
efficacious grace, ſent him out from the wicked com: 
pany he was in, to weep bitterly i 
u practice, Which he i Gil ever after to have: retained, 
us often as he heard the cock crowing. Bleis ahy Lord, 
my ſoul, for the merey he ſhewed to this apoſtib. 
Learn to imitate him; by a ready correſpondence: with 
divine grace, when it invites thee: to go out from Ba- 
5778 the ſociety of me papa to W 
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ſot thy ſins. But O] content not thy ſelf with:ſhort 
pafling acts of repentance, but if thou wouldſt be ſe- 
cure, bewail thy fins, like St. Peter, as long as thaw 
Hveſt. t t e ä 4113 19191 + 9447 eαοπ].] non 
Conclude to be always upon thy guard: and if thou 
ſeemeſt to thyſelf to ſtand, take heed leſt thou fall. 
Thou haſt not half the ſtrength that Peter had: be 
not then high· minded, but fear. Humility is thy beſt 
ſecurity. 9 4950 


„e Han dun 
On our Lord's being led away to Pilate. 
ON SID ER firſt, how the high prieſt, and his 

fellows in iniquity, (notwithſtanding their late ſit- 
ting up at night) very early in the morning convene a 
more numerous aſſembly of the fanhedrim, or great 
council, to carry on and to bring to execution their 
wicked deſigns againſt the Son of God. Alas] how 
often are the children of this world more induſtrious 
in riſing early to wickedneſs, than the ſetvauts of God 
to advance his glory, and their own eternal ſalvation! 
Here our Lord is again brought before them: and the 
queſtion is put to him again: Art thou Chrift the Sor 
of Gad? And upon his anſwering again in the affirma- 
tive, they all renew their former ſentence, and declare 
him worthy of death. But fee the depth of the malice 
of theſe unhappy men againſt the Lord of life; hich 
will not ſuffer them to be content, with putting him to 
death privately; or with ſtoning him, as they afterwards 
did St. Stephen; or with any other ordinary death: but 
they muſt needs have him die upon a creſs; as being 
the moſt op re and at the ſame time the moſt 


cruel of all deaths: and therefore, | as they could not 


of their oun authority inſlict this kind, of death they 
determined to deliver him up to Pilate tha Governor, 
in order to his being crucified by him. See what en- 
N and malice is capable of, when once it has taken 


envy 


\ 
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enyy and tnalice chuld not make the Son of God! ſuffer 
any thing more, than hat his infinite charity had freely 
made choice of, to ſuffer for the love of thee. Bleſſed 
be that infinite charity for evermore, which has ſreely 
choſen ſo diſgraceful and fo cruel a death. for our re- 
Seniption from ſin and hell! 

Conſider 2dly, the manner of their conduRing i our 
5550 to Pilate, through the ſtreets, lined with an im- 
menſe multitude of people, aſſembled at Jeruſalem 
upon occaſion of the paſchal ſolemnity. Hear how they 
publiſh, all the way as they go, that now they had 
found him to be a cheat, and a hypocrite; had diſco- 

vered all his impoſtures; and convicted him, by his 
own. confeſſion, of blaſphemy; and therefore had con- 
demned him to die. See how the people, who a little 
while before reverenced him as a prophet, are now all 
changed in his regard, and join with his enemies, O 
fee what a wretched figure he makes in their hands, 
aſter the treatment he had received in the night: dee 
how his enemies take occaſion from thence to triumph, 
and to inſult over him: and how his friends grow cold, 
and are aſhamed of him. O my ſoul, do thou at leaſt 
follow thy Lord, with compaſſion and love, in theſe 
his laſt ways, that he walks for thy redemption : pain- 
ful and humble ways indeed, and quite oppoſite to the 
ways the world is fond of, and diſtaſtful to fleſſy and 
blood: But O how wholeſome, to all ſueh fouls as 
-willingly embrace them, and follow them, in Wy com- 
r of Jeſus Chriſt!: 4! 
onfider' Zdly, how the high prieſt, * ths reſt-of 
me council, being come to Pilate's houſe, made a 
feruple of going in, for ſear of contracting) a legal un- 
eleanneſs, that might diſqualify them ſor partaking 
of the ſacriſices, that were oh that day; it 
being the very day of the feaſt of the Paſſover; cele- 
brated int memory of their redemption from the ben- 
dage of Egypt. And yet, unhappy men, whilſt: they 
ſcruple going into the bouſe of à Gentile, ſor fear of 
an 95 that could only: reach the body; 
they! are not afraid of pollating- chu it tier 
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moſt heindus of all crimes, and 1 
greateſt of all their ſolemnities. But hat are not men 
capable of, hen they ſuffer themſelves to be hurried 
away, by their paffons] But ſee the wonderful pru- 
vidence of God whilſt they on their part are ſo bent 
upon their wickedneſs, that no other day will ſerve 
their turn but the very day of their ſacrificing the paſ- 
chal lamb: without thinking, or deſigning it, they are 
concurring, as inſtruments, to bring about the merciful 
deſigns of God, for the redemption of the whole world, 
by the ſacrifice of the true paſchal Lamb, on that ſame 
day; of which, their yearly paffover was an illuſtrious 
figure b | $3.25 OURS 2 UP i. S100 
"Conclude to beware of. thy paſſions; which, if in- 
dulged, are capable of blinding thee to that degree, as to 
pervert the greateſt good into evil. And on the other 
fide, embrace and love the wonderful ways of divine 
providence, which fo often draws the greateſt good out 
of the greateſt evils, Pane E123 237 117 7 ERS 


Monday in Paſſion Mel. 
n AF Lord is ſent from Pilate to Herod. = 
ONSIDER firſt, how Pilate» going out, to 


enquire what aecuſation they br ainſt dur 
Saviour, theſe children of iniquity made no of 


hying many notorious untruths to his charge; ſuch as 
raiſing feditions, ſtirring up the people to irebellion, 
forbidding tribute to be paid to the emperour, and trea- 
fonably giving himſelf out for the king of the Jews. 
Under all theſe wicked flanders, that tended to nothing 
leſs than 2 his condemnation to the worſt oi 
deaths, our Cord ſtill ſhewed the ſame peace and 
tranquillity of ſoul, and ſtill kept ſilence, to the great 
aſtoniſtument of the governour. Admirable leſſons. for 
Chriſtians! to learn to poſſeſs their fouls at leaſt in 
/patiencez if they cannot be wholly: ſilent, under ca- 
lumiies and detractions; and to learn that calmneſa 
flora Innocence, 


_— 
OT PIER 


„% 
— I 


CO ES 


4 - 
5 rn 1 . 


[ "Eo — g =D 3 
5 "7p Y g — 
— * S IS <4 — 2 "X — I — I — —U— ac 


» 7: 234 
* wo Paw 


— PA 5 _ 
— ** „r — — 


1 


wem — 


bs 1 44 


Mr b op Ar ON 8 Yor 


W 
+» 4D od 2 001 
eren We 


for injury. E here that Pilate himſelf, "though 


otherwiſe a wicked man, was ſo far from interpreting” 


our Saviours ſilence, joined with that tranquility of ſoul, 
for an acknowledgment of his guilt, that he concluded 


it to be an argument of his innocence: and clearly per- 


ceived in the Jews way of acting, that they were car- 
ried on by envy and paſſion, and not by zeal for juſtice: 
and therefore after inquiring of our Lord concerning his 


being king; and underſtanding from him, that his #ing- 


dom was not of this world; and therefore no way pre- 


judicial to Ceſar's . he declared himſelf fully 
cha 863 194 


ſatished, and ſought to diſcharge him. 


-; Conſider 2dly, how the Jews ftill urging to have 


our Lord condemned, Pilate, to get rid of their im- 
portunity, ſends him away to Herod, king of Galilee, 
as one of his ſubjects, and refers his cauſe to him. 
Follow thy Saviour, O my ſoul, in this new ſtage; and 
admire the ſerenity of his countenance, and the peace 


of his ſoul, whilſt he is hurried through the fireets; in 
the midſt of an 2 mob, and loaded with re. 


proaches and injuries. See how he is brought in bonds 
before that prince; attended by the whole council; 
who there renew all their falſe accuſations againſt him: 
whilſt Herod, who is overjoy'd to ſee him, in hopes 


of being eyewitneſs of ſome miracle, puts a thouſand 


idle queſtions to ham. But our Lord is filent ſtill ; and 
neither takes any notice of the falſities laid to his charge 
by his accuſers; nor ſeeks to gratify the vain. curioſity 
of Herod ; orto do any thing that might incline him to 
ſet him at liberty. No, my foul, thy Saviour has too 

reat a love for thee, to work a miracle to deliver him- 
kf from that death, which he ſo gladly embraces, as 
the only means to give thee life. Bleſſed by all orea- 
tures. be his goodneſs foreverf -— + nit mov 
Conſider 3dly, how Herod, provoked with our Lord's 
not conſenting to gratify his inclinations- of ſeeing 
miracle, revenges himſelf on him by treating him 
with mockery, and ſcorn ; expoſes him to the ſeoffs uf 
his ſoldiers; and orders him to be cloathed in don; 
d h tempt 


Suso 


* and rage, or returning inhory 
c 
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and; 
him, 
with | 
treat. 
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ſolici 
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tempt with a White. garment, 0 ll a 1780 8 coat, 
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ava mock-king: and, in this rb, ſe 20 
topilate, attended as n the e 1 * 
and an inſulting rabble, taking freſh occaſion of 55 
him, from this diſgraceful , habit. See here, my foul, 
with aſtoniſh ment, the eternal Wiſdom. of the $550 | 
treated hy the world ag a fool; ſee the great king f 
heaven and earth abuſed as a mock-King, and an idle 
pretender to royalty. And learn from hence not to be 
ſolicitous about the judgment of the world; nor to re 
pine, if they charge thee with folly : for wh ſhouldſt 
thou expect better treatment than thy Lord? O remem< 
ber that the wiſdom of this world js fooliſhneſs with 
God: and that what the world cenſures as toolifhne(s, 
is indeed true wiſdom. Remember that e 
le a friend of this world, becomei hb an enemy of 6 "od. 
James iv. 4. 

Conclude to A to thy Lord, in the midſt of at 
his reproaches and ſufferings ; to embrace his wiſdom, 
hidden under the fool's coat, which the world hath 
flung-over iti and ever to acknowledge him ſor the 155 
king of thy beart. O beg that his ae may be 
eflabliſhed "thre, * the neigh, of by e e 
ons N Th AR" 
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being gleliyered on that day from the bondage of 

He ſropo es therefore to.their choice our Sal iqur on 
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one handꝭ and Barabbas, a notorious malefaQafs W 


$ 
Sul 
rim: than Barabbas, the word | 
Sag of God, hpw low deſt thou here kot for my 
fins,: whe! it i vive 
men; and to 
RET ot is the. votes of the' rabble Sc If ihe thn 
is. the moſt deſerving: of death! O the. unparalleled 
Hig of my Saviour! O the Maree 


5 
= 


T | ed -injury 
ere offered to him by Pilate, whilſt he pretengs to 
favour him ! But O ! the unparalleled blindneſs of this 
unhappy people, who make choice of Barabbas, before 

their Meſſias; and demand, with ou Five. hat the 
former may be releaſed, and the latter crucified, 7" See, 
my foul,” in this wonderful. humiliation of thy Lord, 
how deep, how deſperate was the wound of thy pride, 
which, could not be healed but by ſuch and fo greathu- 
mility. Learn henceforward, at leaſt, from him, to be 
humble of heart; and never to think much, if others, 


tow mean, ſoever, be preferred before thee, ſince Ba- 
rabbas Was preferred before Chriſt. - Alas ! how often 
has*thou thyſelf preferred ſomething worſe than Ba- 


rabbas, een that ugly monſter ſin, before this Lord of 


On en ' . Serie 250! 
2 Ober adly „how, the Jews ſtill inſiſting, in a tu- 
Suse 1 24 — * reren 
multuous manner, that our Lord ſhould be cr ified, 
Pilate, in hopes of appeaſing them by a Kind of .com- 
Face and ſo making them relent, orders him to be 
ruelly ſcourged: a torment moſt grievous to our dear 
Redeemer, (who therefore, on divers occaſions, ſpeak- 
ing of his paſſion, takes ſpecial notice of it) and zat the 


— 


ſame time moſt diſgraceful, and moſt ignominious, 


| Dok on now my ſoul, in ſpirit, and ſee in what Man- 
| her thy Saviour is treated for thee. See hoy "heb | oy 
1 executioners lay violent hands on this and 5 od : 
| ſee how they. tear off his cloaths, and expoſe him all 


naked, before a great multitude, to cold and ſhame : 
Ee how they bind him faſt to a ſtony pillar : ſee how 


| ey diſcharge uponhis ſacred back, ſhoulders, and ſides, 
ERA imu- 


ie 
Cy 
; 
5 
5 
yi 
: 
. 
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ibm telübfe {tripes, Taſhes,” an and Sn NA Ee . 
body 18 all rent, torn,” and mangled 'barba 15 : 
ſee How the blood comes ſpouting 902 Fig ſides, ' 
in his gaping wounds the handy-wark of thy fins. 
ake pie of 655 bis mangled Ach: J and let the ſight 48 
ich blood, ſhed fo thee, mollify thy heart, 700 Je. 
init thee, Fond this hour, never 1. more to ſcour; 
im by fin, "Run in now, and caft thyſelf at his feet, 
and bath thyſelf in his precious blood: mingle, at leaſt, 
ſome few er with his ſacred Fuat and repent from 
th 90 15 "ha the ſhare thou ha had in this 5 
Cage der r 3ly, in this ſcourging of our Saviour 
this is, that 18 thus barbarouſly and ig ignominiouſij 


- 6d ? And why he ſuffers all this? O my fol, 5 


God that de thee : *tis the Lord and Aber of Ve 


ven and earth, who ſuffers all this, by his on free | 


choice, for the loye of thee : tis to deliver thee, by his 
ſufferings, from the grievous and eternal torments thy 


10Vs 


| fins have. deſeryed; and to r- for thee evetlaſtip 


oys, Which thou never couſdſt deſerve: O infinite loye 
my God! O never ſuffer me, deareſt Saviour, t 

5685 what thou haſt here endured for the love of me ! 

But fee in what manner our Lord ſuffers all this 'barba- 


rous uſage ? Withput reſiſtance ; without J | 


filence; with a perfect reſignation and conformity to 
will of his Father: in perfect charity ; prayin for his 
enemies, whilſt they ſtand-by inſulting over kim, An 
re Joicitig at his torments. My foul, let us ſtudy well; 
abt learn thefe leſſons of our ſuffering Redeemer. |; 

" Conclude to make the beſt acknowled gment thou art 
able of the love thy Saviour has ſhewed thee in his fuf- 
ri = * 


fant — of ſin, as His ee 
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5 gl . e in » Poſſion-We eek, 
Our Lord i is crowned with thorns, , 


Gerben firſt, how the barharaus rufians, 
being wearied at laſt with ſeourging our Lord, un- 
tie 72 from the pillar, all covered with wounds; and 
with his ſtrength quite exhauſted by the loſs bf fo much 
blood: and now, whilſt they reſt themſelves, they leave 
him to ſeek out, and to pick up his cloaths,” which they 
had ſcattered about, and to put them on, as Well as he 
can: for he is ſo ſtiff and weak, fo er e by "their 
barbarity, as to be but little able to hel (ef; and 
he has no friend at hand to help him. But O new il 
do theſe rough woollen cloaths. ſuit with his green 
wounds how does the rubbing of them, at every ſtep, 
or motion, encreaſe the ſmart? But now, behold'my 
ſoul, another ſcene of barbarity, not to be paralleled 
in all hiſtery, acted by thefe bloody ſoldiers, in crowns 
ing our Lord for a king, by a moſt cruel mockery ; and 
{porting themſelves in his ſufferings. To pefform this 

ceremony with more folemnity, Thc ys our 

Saviour into the court of the governor's hall, andaf- 


” ſemble the whole regiment about him: then they {trip 


him again of all his garments, which now were begin- 

ing to Stick to his wounds ; which they vo ts and 55 
by n ab this violence. See, my foul, how 

ſtands, as a lamb, in the midſt of innumeta 2 

ſce how, from head to foot, he is e en in blood: 


| ſee at how dear a rate he has purchaſed: thy redemp- 


tion. 91 

Confider 2aly, what a ' throfe, bat royal robes, 
what a crown, what a ſcepter, theſe wretches have'pro- 
vided for the Lord ef glory. See, my foul; hoch they 


make him fit down on ſome dirty ſtool for à throne, 


and how they throw about him for his royal robes, an 
old ragged purple garment, to the great annoyithice of 


his wounded back, ſhoulders, and arms. After this, 
they preſs down on his ſacred head, a twiſted wreath of 


long, 


long, 
crown 
reed, « 
come 
their | 
King 
ſpit 10 
ſcepte 
thorn, 
from 
their 
multi 
durec 


ir 
ie 


every Dey; in the Nr. 18 
ol long, hard, and ſharp thorns, for a royal diadem or 
| crown: then they put into his hand, Ox a f ter, 4 
reed, or àa cane. And having thus atrayed him, they 

come and kneel before him, in mockery, to pay him 

1) their homage ; ſaluting him ſcornfully, with a Hail, 
w King of the Fetus: and then, by turns, they 5 ma : 
h 


(hy ſpit in his 


face, and ſtrike him over the head, with't 
ſcepter they had given him ; and by that means drive the 
ch thorns deeper in; whilſt the blood trickles down a- pace 
from the numberleſs wounds which he receives from 


1 


„ If their points. Ah! who ſhall be able to number the 
be multitude and 2 of ſufferings, which our Lord en- 
FA dured upon this eccafion ! In which. it is hard to ſay 
10 whether the torment, or the ignominy and diſgrace was 


11 the more intolerable. Yet our dear Lord hore all In 
patience and filence for the love of us, 


„ oder gdly, and take 2 view at leifure of our Sa- 
7 viour ſitting on this ſtool of ignominy, in the midſt of 
d this whole regiment of inſolent and. barbarous pagan, 


4 ſoldiers... Reflect on what he ſuffers in his ſacred head, 
h and temples, from thoſe hard ſharp thorns, which pierce 


{ his, fleſh with, ſo many wounds. O] wha can conceive 
, the greatneſs of this torture See, my ſoul, how the 


blood trickles down his face and neck: ſee the many 
bruiſes, he receives from the violent blows they give 
him with their hands: ſee. his divine countenance co- 
vered with the filth they caſt upon him: ſee through 
| the ragged purple all the wounds of his mang 


£ 


2 him ſitting on bis throne of glory, adored 7 all th 
legions. of Angels: and do thou join with them in pay- 
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member, that the more he has debaſed himſelf for thee, 
the more dear he ought to be to thee. 


Conclude by acknowledging thy Saviour, in the 
midſt of all theſe ignominies, for the true king of thy 


heart; and begging him to come and eſtabliſhtus throne 
there. Learn from him to bear, and to ſubmit to, the 


thorns whieh are appointed for thee, in this thy mortal 
pilgrimage. O pretend not to a crown of rofes; to a 


life of worldly pleaſures ; whilſt thy Lord makes choice 


of a crown of thorns, for the love of thee. 


Thurſday in Paſſion-W jp + 


Our Lord is ſhewn to the people, with Ecce Homo 
Behold the man. 


0 NSID ER firſt, how Pilate, being: now that 

the malice of the Jews would be ſo far abated, as 
to inſiſt no longer on our Saviour's death, after they 
ſhould ſee, i in what a barbarous manner he had been» 
treated, in compliance with their paſſion;; leads him 
gut, juſt as he was, with his crown of thorns upon his 
head, and his ragged purple on his ſhoulders: and, 
from an eminence, ſhews him to the people with theſe 
words; Eece homo, Behold the man. As much as to 
ſay: Take a view of him now from head to foot, ſee 
how he is all covered with wounds, how his whole bo- 
dy is rent, torn, and mangled with ſcourges, his head: 
and temples pierced with bloody thorns, his face all 
black and blue, and his perſon quite disfigured, See 
how cruelly he has been handled, in complaiſance to 
you, though neither J, nor Herod, could find: any crime 
in him. "Let then this outrageous treatment he has re- 
ceived from the ſoldiers, let all this blood he has ſhed 
ſatisfy you; take pity on him now at. leaſt, and ceaſe 
to ſeek his death. But O! how vain it is to expect 
that mens paſſions ſhould be abated by giving way to 


them f Pilate imagined the ſight of ſo much innocent 


blood already ſhed, „would extinguiſh the thirſt, of (the 
Jews: whereas it did but encreaſe it, and make:them 


YAO the 


the more eager; after our Lord's death. See, 440 I 
thou never ſuffer thyſelf to be impoſed HPO IS, k 


; 


manner, by thinking to rid thyfelf the eaſier hereafter 5 
thy troubleſome temptations or paſſions, by making a 
kind of compoſition, and giving them at preſent what 
they crave: The more thau giveſt them, the more 
they will demand, and the more they will tyrannize 


over thee. Tis not by yielding, but by fighting reſo- 


lutely againſt them, thou art to conquõrt. 
Conſider 2dly, my ſoul, thy Saviour preſenting him- 
ſelf to thee on this occaſion, with all his wounds, and 


all the diſgraceful attire of his ragged robes, and thor- 


ny crown; with an Ecce homo, behold the man. But 
ſee thou look upon him with other eyes than thoſe un- 


happy miſcreants did, who only took occaſion from the 


ſight of his ſufferings, to cry out more eagerly, away 


with him, away tuith him; cruciſ him, cruciſy him. O. 
behold the man, even the eternal Word of the father, 
made man for the love of thee. Behold his head crown- 
ed with a wfeath of ſharp: thorns, piercing and entering 
imon all ſides, with exceſſive pains: behold his, face 
bruiſed beyond meaſure, and all covered with blood and, 
ſpittle: behold, through his ragged purple, the in- 


numerable ſtripes and wounds of his mangled, body, 


Behold and ſee to what a condition thy ſins, and his 
own infinite charity have reduced the Lord of glory, 
Then fee” and conſider what return thou wilt make 
him, for all-his: ſufferings, and for all his love. He des, 
lires no other return but that of thy heart; but then it 
muſt be an humble and a contrite heart; it muſt be a 
loving andl an obedient heart. | 3 war 
Conſider 3dly, the eternal Father preſenting his Son 
to us: in his paſſion, all covered with wounds, and em- 
brewed in his blood, with another Ecce homo, Behold the 
man. Setting before our eyes all that he has ſuffered 
gut of pure love for us; repreſenting to us his infinite 


goodneſs and mercy, and the heinouſneſs of our ſins and 

— — encouraging us to hope in him; in- 

vitingdus to love him, and to deteſt our fins for the love 

af H] und offering us 1 good things through him; 
| 2 
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only deſiring that we would ceaſe to perſecute him hy 
ſin. O give attention, my ſoul, to this loving; voice f © t 
thy God, and to all the ſufferings of his Son : but, in 0 


return, do thou alſo preſent him to his Father with the a 
like Ecce homo, Behold the man: laying beſore him all rn 


that his Son. has endured for thee, in the whole courſe _ 
of his paſtion ;, and putting in thy claim ta all that mer. I "© 
ey, grace, and ſalvation, which he has purchaſed for gr 
thee, by all theſe ſufferings. In particular, inſiſt upon ene 
this one favour to be granted thee, through his paſſion wg 
- death, that thou mayſt never more be diſloyal to wi pa 
NM. | 
Conclude, by repreſenting all thy miſeries and ſins to 1 7 
thy Redeemer, and, through him, to his Father, with j Ce 
another Ecce homo, Behold the man: and begging a te- f th 
. refs from him, and through his precious blood, of all 45 | 
thy miſeries; and the remiffion of all thy fins. —_ 
man 
Friday in Paſſion-Week. be 
BIT + | | | ut 
On the part the bleſſed Virgin bore in her ſon's ring 
e ſufferings. wh a far 
CONSIDER firſt, the foreſight the bleſſed Vir- | die 
N, ein had of the paſſion of her Son, from the time % h 
that ſhe heard that prophetic prediction addreſſed to 2 
ber by holy Simeon, Luke ii, 34, 35. that he ſhould Me i 
be ſet fer a ſigu which: ſhauld be contradicted; and that bot 
a ſword ſhould pierce her own ſoul, Ves, bleſſed Lady, leave 
-a ſword indeed, far more ſharp and penetrating than hb 
any earthly ſteel, which can only pierce the body, and Treg 


cannot reach the ſoul; whereas this ſword, of more > 
than mortal anguiſh, which thou ſuffereſt by occaſion 
of the paſſion of thy Son, inflicts a molt bitter, deep Chi 


and deadly wound, in the very midſt of thy foul, A w 
wound, which began to be inflicted at the time of this Jets 
prophecy, by the ſenſe which the heavenly Father then of. 


gave thee, of what thy Son was to ſuffer; à waund, 
which was a moſt bitter alloy of all thoſe conſolations 'gh 
which thou receivedſt, from the ſight, converſation 1 1011 

h and Dis 


every Day in the Ir. tis; 
and embraces of thy Jeſus ; a wound Which thöucar- 
riedſt about with thee in thy ſoul, all the tinie of his 
mortal life; ſtill growing upon thee, as the time of his 
paſſion grew nearer; and not healed but by his glorious 
reſurrection. Chriſtians, ſee how the greateſt favou- 
rites of heaven, by divine appointment, meet with the 
greateſt croſſes, in this mortal pilgrimage, + But no 
wonder: Chrift himſelf was firſt to ſuffer, and fo to enter 
into his glory: hisblefſed mother and all the Saints were 
to walk in. the ſame road, in order to follow him, and 
to partake in his glorious kingdom. O!] think not 
much if your Lord chuſes for you, what he choſe. 
„s WM for himſelf; for his bleſſed mother, and for all his elect. 


th Conſider 2dly, how much the afliction and angvith 
Ul of this Virgin Lady was encreaſed, when the news 


was brought her, of her Sons being betrayed by: Judas, 
apprehended, bound, and dragg'd away, in that inhu- 
man manner, before the council ; and what treatment 
he had met with there, after being condemned by them. 
8 But as the ſight uſually affects us more than the hea- 
5 ring; ſo doubtleſs this bleſſed mother was. opprefied.yyith 
a far more killing grief, when, on the next morning, 
the was an eye-witneſs of all the injuries, outrages, 


5 and torments, which he ſuffered in the different tages 
of his paſſion. For as no love, that any perſon upon 
14 earth, has ever experienced, could any ways approach 
15 to the love ſhe bore our Lord, not only as her Son, 
but much more as her God: fo, in ptoportion to her 
. love, her anguiſh and ſorrow, to ſee him treated in 
5 that cruel, barbarous and outrageous manner, was the 
2 greateſt that any pure creature could ever ſuſtain; and 
L nothing leſs than a miracle could ſupport her, or 
keep her alive, under fo dreadful a torture. Ah 
i Chriſtians ! the whips, thorns, and nails, that pierced 
* his, fleſh, pierced her heart with unexpreſſible pain and 
| ſorrow, which none ſurely could ever exceed; but thoſe 
a of her Sad, the man of ſorrotos. O take pity, my ſaul, 
, bn the ſorrows of them both, and ſee thou never more 
1 ohe to grieve them by fin. JT gin 
n - nonghoygo? tag! aff (hn, 'Rig2 1345; vol} Joon 
d bis 
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1f5 M's DIT A'T 1'ON $for 
Conſider 3dly, more in particular, how the Bleſſed 
Virgin was affected when the firſt ſaw her Son, in the 
morning, in the hands of his enemies, all didfipuired by 
their blows, with his hands tied behind him, his = 
covered with ſpittle, and his hair all rent and tora. 
my foul, even ſo hard a heart as thine, could — 
ſuch a fight as this: much leſs her tender heart? But 
what was this, in compariſon with what ſhe endured 
when he was fo cruelly ſcourged at the pillar; when he 
was crowned with piercing thorns, and buffeted by a 
whole band of ſoldiers? O what pangs did ſhe ſuffer, 
when ſhe ſaw him preſented to the people with the 
Ecce home, Behold the man! how did ſhe then feel in 
her ſoul all thoſe wounds ſhe there diſcovered in bis 
head and body ? Nor did ſhe ſuffer leſs, but rather much 
more, when ſhe followed him in his laſt journey to 
mount Calvary, bearing his croſs on his mangled ſhoul- 
ders, and marking the way with his ſacred blood. But 


_ what was all this, if compared with what ſhe-endured, 
whervſhe heard the ſtrokes of the hammers driving the 


nails into his hands and feet; when ſhe faw him hoiſted 


uß into the air, and there hanging extended, as upon a 


rack, and ſupported by his wounds; when ſtanding 
near the eroſs, ſhe ſaw the extremity of the torture he 
there endured; contemplated the multitude, and varie- 
ty of his ſufferings 3 ; heard his laſt dying words; and-faw 
him give up the ghoſt? O how truly might ſhe then 
out with the prophet, O all you that paſs: by the 
woy; attoxd and fee, if if thers be forrow like to ny ſorrow f 
Lament. i. 12. Learn, my foul, from this queen of ſor- 
rows, with whateye thou oughtſt to look upon the ſuf- 
ſermgs of the Son of God, and how to bewail thoſe fins 
which have given cauſe w them. ; 203 To thasb 20s 
Conclude to imitate the e ee this bleſſed 
Lady bas given us an illuſtrious example, im this martyt- 
dom the endured under the croſs of her for: e 
Fearn her courage and fortitude under ſuch bitter ſuffer- 
ings ; her patience and perfect conformity to:the\will 
ef God; ber lively ſaith and hope. Theſe muff Jup- 
port thee alfogunter all thy croſſas. 11 g d369b 10 
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Our Lord is condemned. to the croſs: | 


NONSIDER firſt, bow the Jows, yexceivibgaing 

Pilate was bent upon releaſing our Saviour, told 
him, that if he releaſed that man, he could be no friend 
of Ceſar (the emperour) for whoſoever made himſelſ a 
king, oppoſed Ceſar. (St. John xix. 12.) See here, my 
foul, whit evils human reſpects are capable of produ- 
eing; and how ſad a thing it is, either to ſear or to love 
any thing more than God. Pilate's reſolution in 4 
moment falls to the ground, upon the apprehenſion of 
being accuſed to Ceſar, and of loſing his favour: ra- 
ther than riſk this, he is determined to make a ſacrifioe 
of his conſeience, in condemning the innocent. Alas 
have we never bad a ſhare in the like guilt? Has not 
buman fear, or the apprehenſion of what the world 
would ſay, too often. influenced us to condemn, at leaſt 
in fact, our Lord and his doctrine, by mortal ſin? Has 
not a much leſs conſideration than the ſear of loſingithe 
favour of an emperour, prevailed, on theſe occaſions, 0+ 
ver our beſt reſolutions ? O what hold do we give to 
the enemy, by theſe human fears, and by our irregular 
affections to this cheating world! But ſee the vain ex+ 
cules by which men ſeek to palliate the guilt: of their 
ins 3 and to ſalve their conſcience :- Pilate waſhes his 
hands, and cries out; J am innocent f the band of thts 
Jui man e look you 10 it, Matt. xxvi. 24. as if this cere- 
mony and verbal declaration, eould clear bim, in the 
ght of the juſt Judge, from the guilt of concurring to 
the death of the innocent. But ſee alſo, into what diſmat 
[extremities unhappy fouls caft themſelves, when they 
are once obſtinately bent upon fin; in that dreadful'ſert- 
ttnce which the | Jews pronounced againſt themſelves 
. e N Hit i be — ty mew ng wav] 
ahilaren 3 
u Ohnſider̃ adly, bows Pilate * to give j 
of death againſt the. Lord of life, and Cd Sa- 
donvwins viour 
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Dinds 91initfti, 51g 0. RS n 
viour to the croſs, in compliance with the ery of the Cor 


whole people, ſtill calling out, in a tumultuous man- of the 
ner, Crucify him, crucify him. But O ! my ſoul, re- * 


flect that it was the voice of thy crying fins that far br 
more effectually called for the death of the Son of God, 1 a 
than the cry of the Jews : for that tumult could have 1 


had no power to bring on his crucifixion ; had not he (el, | 
been determined to ſuffer this kind of death for the ex- 8 
piation of thy ſins. But ſee with what loud huzzas, himſe 
with what triumph and joy, this ſentence is received by N 


the enemies of our Lord, and with what ſighs and 
tears, with what grief and anguiſh, by his friends; and 
moſt eſpecially by his bleſſed mother. But how does 
this Lamb of God behave on this occaſion ? In what 
manner does he receive this ſentence of death ? He re- 
ceives it in ſilence and peace, with perfect ſubmiſſion 
and conformity to the will of his Father: he receives it 
even with joy, out of his innnite charity for us, as the 
only means of our redemption and ſalvation. See, my 


ſoul, whether thou ſubmitteſt to thy eroſſes with the iO! 
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By nounced againſt our Lord, was an act of the higheſt neut 
b 17 injuſtice on the part of Pilate; but highly juſt on the 1 
Ly |} part of God; in conſideration of our fins, which his Wo 
" 4, Son, had taken upon himſelf And therefore, our Sa- 15 
bs 1 viour, who was infinitely” holy, could not indeed but | 
1} abhor the crime of Pilate, though he ſuffered it; but as 1, 
AN to the judgment and ſentence of his Father, he embraced ; 
. it, as being moſt, holy and juſt : he bowed down, and 925 
14 adored it with all the powers of his ſoul. To teach us, KL 
1 and all that deſire to be his diſciples, to diſtinguiſh, on 4 
* the like occaſions, when we have any thing to ſuffer f 
1 from others, between man's injuſtice, and God's juſ- ol 
tice : and to receive our ſufferings from what hand ſo- Fo 
ever they come, and how unjuſtly ſoever, as high th 
juſt from the part of God, puniſhing us, by theſe" FI 

ſtruments, for our fins. . 1 g- al 0003, 391 QOH 
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Canclude with thankſgiving to the infinite charity 
of the Father, who, for the love of us, pared not His 
own Son; but gave him up for us all, and ſentenced 
him to-die 3 and to the infinite charity of the Son, for 
embracing fo cordially this ſentence of death for the 
love of us. Make an oblation, in return, of thy whole 
ſelf, both to the Father and to the Son; and deſire 
henceforward to live only for him, who has deliver 
himſelf up to death for the love of thee, decor; 


N. B. Palm Sunday being kept in memory of our Sa- 
vir ſolemn entry into Feruſalem, five days be- 
are his paſſion ; to correſpond is the devotion of the 

__ +, ay, we: ſhall here 2 a meditation upon that 
ſalject, and interrupt the courſe of the conſidera» 
tions on the paſſion, | 1 


Palm-Sunday. 
On our Lord's triumphant entrance into Jeruſalem. 
CONs IDER firſt, how the time now drawing 


near, when our Saviour was to offer up himſelf a 
ſacrifice for the ſins of the world; he was pleaſed to 
come to the place where he was to compleat this fa- 
criice, And as, in order to fulfill the ancient figures, 
he choſe that very night for the inſtitution of the paſſo- 
ver of the new law, which was ſet aſide for the immo- 
lation of the paſchal lamb in the old law ; and thatvery 
day for the redemption of the world, in which God's 
people had formerly been redeemed from their Egyp- 
tian bondage; ſo alſo he was pleaſed to make his en- 
try inzo Jeruſalem, in order to his ſacrifice, on the very 
day on which by the appointment of the law, Exodus 
xil. 3. the Jamb was to be brought to town, which was 
to be ſacrificed for the paſſover, Contemplate here, O 
Chriſtian foul, the greatneſs of that love and charity for 
thee, which puſhes thy Saviour forward on this occa- 
ſion: ſee the joyful readineſs with which he goes to of- 
ter up himſelf to death for the love of thee : _ 
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andiadore the diſpoſitions of his providenee; Who I 
pleaſed that the glory of his birth ſhould be hidden in 
105 obſcurity, of a poor ſtable in little Bethlehem; wbilſt 
e Choſe for the ignominy of his paſſion, the great the- 
ater of Jeruſalem, and the paſchal time, when the 
whole nation of the Jews was aſſembled thither. Wl thy he: 
Conſider 2dly, the manner, in which our Lord was and he 
pleaſed to be received on this day, by a ſolemn pro- 8 
ceſſion of the people; ſtrewing their garments in the U 
way, and bearing branches of palm-trees in their 
hands, to teſtify his victory over the prince of dark- 
neſs ; and accompanying him with loud acclamations, 
and Hoſannas of joy, to honour him as their king and 
Meſſias. See, my ſoul, if thou art in proper diſpoſitions t6 
join in this triumphal proceſſion, and with a palm branch 
in thy hand, to celebrate the victory of thy Lord over 
death, ſin and hell: alas! with what face canſt thou 
attend him on this occaſion, if thou art ſtill a ſtave to 
death, fin, and hell? Reflect alſo here on the inconſtancy 
of-the world; and how little account thou art to make 
of the eſteem and applauſe of men: when thou feeft, 
how this ſame people, who on this day received our 
Lord with theſe loud Hoſannas, and acknowledged him 
for their king, and their Saviour, five days after, cried 
out, away with him: away with him crucafy him 
crucify him. 8 | rg] AT Kii Ii 
- > Conſider 3dly, the diſpoſitions of the ſoul of our 
Redeemer, in the midſt of theſe honours, : and-acela- 
mations; and how little he is affected with them. 
See how, upon this occaſion, he weeps over the unhappy 
Jeruſalem, and over every impenitent ſoul, that like 
Jeruſalem, takes no notice in this her day, of the thing: 
that are for her peace: but lets ſlip the time of ber vii. 
tation, St. Luke xix. 42, 44. Learn from his v cl 
triumph, his love of poverty, and his meeknefs; in the *b 
manner of his riding into Jeruſalem; upon an aſs's colt. 9 
Give ear to the prophet (Zach. ix. 9.) RNiαννe * 1 
daughter of Feruſalem : bebold thy king will came ta bee; 51 
the. jut, and the Saviour : be is poor, and riding uponan * * 
$63 Dhow t ee ee ee ee O mel ? N 
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* &. O ſee thou > imitate his humility, whilft thou 
en in ¶ cejoiceſdin his victory, r. 
hilt WW Conclude to honour the trumph of thy Saviour, in 
the. the beſt manner thou art able in the proceſſion of 
this day. Acknowledge him for the king and Lord of 
thy heart, and invite him in thither. But ſee that ſin 
and hell have no place there. Fenn 


Monday in Holy-Week. 
5b 20 Our Saviour carries bis croſs. 


1011854395 254 | 
AONSID ER firſt, how, upon Pilate's pronoun- 
oing ſentence againſt our Lord, they immediately 
proceed to execution: and firſt they ſtrip him of his 
purple robe, and cloath him again with his on gar- 
ments: then they bring him the croſs, which he Was 
to carry on bis ſhoulders to mount Calvary, as Iſaac 
formerly. did the wood, upon which he was to be offered 
in facrifice.: But Ol who can expreſs, or conceive, 
tht affection of ſoul, with which our Saviour embraces” 
this croſs; which he is now going to confecrate with 
his precious blood: this croſs deſigned to be the happy 
inſtrument of our redemption; the altar of his ſacrifice ; ' 
the throne of his mercy ; the trophy of his victory; 
the eternal monument of his love; the refuge of ſinners; 
the comfort of the afflicted; the glory of his ele; the 
ſchool of all virtues, and the ſource of all our good. 
H O my ſoul, what are thy ſentiments with regard to the 
py: WM croſs of Chriſt? Thou muſt embrace the croſs with him, 
ce if thou deſireſt to reign with him. Give ear to a great 
os) ſervant of God, expreſſing his affection to the croſs, in 
2 this pathetic manner. I bow down to thee, O pre- 
4 cious croſs, conſecrated by the embraces, and by the 
ie © blood of Jeſus, my Lord, and my king. I look upon 
t. © thee as the ſtandard of his armies; as the watch tower 
0 ſhewing forth its light, to guide his elect, in this ſtormy 
yz © © ocear;-as: the defence of his ſervants; and as the 
n maria and badge of his children. I adore thee, O hid- 
„ den wiſdom! O light unknown to the world! the 
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*© honour of them that follow thee, ' the ſafety of them 
© that carry thee, the crown of them that embrace 
© thee, the reward of them that love thee, and the fal- 
© vation of them that caſt themſelves into thy army, 
To die on thee is to live, and to live' on thee is to 
reign. He that loves thee, is content; he that deſires 
© thee, is eaſy; he that poſſeſſes thee is rich. I bow 
© down to thee, O tree of life, the fruit of which, is 
© the ſolid food of the children of God. O balance, 
ever even, in which alone we difeover the juſt value, 
and the true price of all things . . . In thee is found 
health and life, the victory over hell, the ſweets of 
Paradiſe, * of heart, joy of ſpirit, perfection of 
virtue, and aſſurance of eternal goods, c. I em- 
brace thee, O holy croſs, conſecrated by the 
and by the blood of my Saviour. Thou ſhalt be 
Rentetbrwrard my refuge, my light, my knowledge, 
and all my wiſdom. Forfake me not, not at 2 
diſtance from me, tho' this fleſh of mine dreads thee, 
and ſeeks to fly from thee O faſten me to the eros 
with thee, my ſweet Jeſus, and enlighten me with 
thy admirable light; that my fpirit may 


'© into the depth of the myſteries, and of the wiſdom 


© of the croſs.” Suffering of Feſus, Chap. xlii, 
My ſoul, are theſe thy ſentiments ? a 

Conſider 2dly, and take a view of the Lamb of 
God, ſetting out upon this his laſt, moſt wea iſome, 


and moſt painful journey of his mortal life; loaded 
with the enormous weight of the crofs ; and with the 


far more intolerable weight of the ſins of the world. 
See the length, and whole ſize of the croſs, proportioned 


to bear the weight of a human body ſuſpended inthe 
air; and refle&t how little ſtrength, remains in his 


body, after ſo many ſufferings and fatigues; and the 
loſs of fo much blood. Ah! how rough, how hard, how 


inſupportable then, is this load, to his ſhoulders and back, 


all mangled, rent and torn with the whips and feourges ! 
How does it preſs upon his green wounds, and ſqueeze 
out his ſacred blood all the way! O mark this his laſt 


proceſſian. A crier leads the way publifhing» his pre- 


tended 
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tended crimes and blaſphemies: then follouthe ſoldiers 
and executioners, with ropes, hammers, nails &c. 
And after them goeth, or rather creepeth along, our 
high prieſt and victim, all bruiſed and bloody; and 
ſtaggering under the burthen of his croſs: attended 
with- a thief on each hand; and ſurrounded with 2 
multitude of his enemies, inſulting over him, and load- 
ing him with ſcoffs, reproaches, and curſes ; whilſt. the 
cruel hangmen, at every turn, are haſtening him. for- 
ward with their kicks and blows... Follow thy Lord, 
my ſoul, in this his laſt and moſt painful proceſſion ; 
offer him what ſervice thou canſt, to eaſe him of ſome 
part of his burthen: weep over him, at leaſt, with; the 
good women that followed him: but take notice of his 
admonifhing them, rather to weep for themſelves, and 
for their children: and ſee how, in the midſt of all his 
ſufferings, he is much more concerned for our miſeries 
and fins, than for any thing he himſelf endures. O 
bleſſed be his infinite .. r us poor ſinners. 

-Confider-3dly, how our Lord, having for ſome time, 
with: -unſpeakable labour and torment, carried his crofs 
through the ſtreets; at laſt falleth down under the enor- 

mous weight of it, unable to carry it any longer. But 
with what a ſhock does he fall ! with what an additio- 
nal torture to his wounded body; now quite exhauſted 
of with pain and labour, and loſs of blood | See how the 
ne, bloody executioners employ their kicks and blows, to 
led i oblige him to ziſe again with his burthen : but all in 
the vain z his ſtrength is quite gone; he is not able to carry 

id. itany farther. Therefore, left his execution ſhould be 

jed delayed, they lay hold on Simon of Cyrene, whom they 

he met coming out of the country, and they oblige wed 
his to take up the croſs, and to eaſe our Lord of part of the 
he burthen, by carrying it after him. But O! who ſhall 

WW eaſe, him of any part of that other load, infinitely more 
K, inſupportable, which his heavenly Father has laid upon 
8 Annen of the whole world ? My foul, do thou 
pe ive him what little eaſe thou canſt, by lamenting the 


aſt are thy ins. have in this a and by ccaling hence- 


e. ——— Nd y fin, - 


ed il 5>baYor. I. 8 . | 


CO — — — 


— — — 


. 
— . — — _ 4 2 
-— w — 3 1 0 N 
—— > 22 o- . — ——— — Sy Fr 6 — 
* AW , b * r a; " ” - . v — r * . > _ - 22 — 
* 8 9993 8 2 1 ] = ” Ef 
br led n N EBT 4 — 2 - 
U 


S 
* LL —_ N 
a 7 2 
3 , o 8 ET 


—— — 


Y 


* — — 
* CAS? 
. 

9 4 LU 


? 
6 
* 
1 
* 1 * 
N 
pe #1 
1 
* At 
G 
* 
5 


394 MepiTATIoNs, fer 
Concludc to run in, and offer thy ſervice to thy Re- 
deemer, on this occaſion, to take up his croſs for him, 
and to help him, like Simon of Cyrene, in the carriage 
of it: or rather offer thyſelf to him, to take up thy own 
croſs, with perfect reſignation and patience, and to fol- 
low him. *Tis this he particularly calls for, and ex- 
pects at thy hands. | 


Tueſday in Holy-Week. 
Our Saviour is nailed to the croſs. 
C ONSIDER fiſt, how our Lord, being at length 


arrived at mount Calvary, quite wearied and ſpent; 

the untired malice of his enemies, purſuing him till, 
finds out a new torture for him, by mingling gall with 
the wine that, according to cuſtom, was preſented as a 
{trengthening draught, to criminals that were to be ex- 
ecuted. Our Lord, that he might ſuffer the more for 
us, was pleaſed by taſting it to embitter his palate, 
parched up before with a violent thirſt ; but he would 
not admit of the comfort, that the drinking of it might 
have afforded his ſtomach, Ihen he had taſted, be would 
not drink, St, Matt. xxvii. 34. And now they flrip him 
violently of his cloaths, which by this time began to 
cleave faſt to his mangled body; being preſſed into the 
wounds by the weight of the croſs: ſo that all his 
wounds are now opened afreſh, and this Lamb of God is 
in a manner ſtayed alive, in order to be laid on the altar 
of the croſs. O] my ſoul, ſee how he ſtands, all covered 
with his blood, with his eyes lifted up to heaven; with 
infinite charity praying for poor ſinners ; and even for bis 
very executioners. O! run in now, and caſt thyſelf 
at his feet; and bathe thyſelf in that precious blood, 
which he ſo _plenutully ſheds for, thee: but ſee thou 
mingle with it thy penitential tears, in, conſideration. of 
je hare thou haſt had, in bringing thele ſufferings up- 
r nol aur ator orion 
-... Conſider 2dly, how all things being. now, ready, 
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without refiſtance or demur, and lays bimſelf down up- 
on this hard bed, on which he is to die: this bed of for- 
row, on which he is to bring us forth to God. Here 
he lyes, with his eyes fixed on heaven, as high prieſt of 
all mankind, offering himſelf a victim of propitiation 
for our fins, to his eternal Father; and freely giving up 
his hands and feet to the executioners, to be pierced 
with the nails. See now, my foul, how one of theſo 
rukans comes with a large ſharp nail, and fixing the 
point of it upon the ſacred palm of one of our Saviour's 
hands, violently drives it with his hammer into the ten- 
der fleſh, forcing its way, with inconceivable torment, 
through the nerves, ſinews, muſcles, and bones, of which 
the hand is compoſed, deep into the hard wood of the 
croſs, The extremity of pain, which was cauſed by 
the violent piercing of ſo many nerves and bones, as 


meet in the hands, made all the nerves and finews 


ſhrink up,and draw the body towards that hand that was 
nailed: fo that great violence was uſed by the execu- 
noners, in dragging the other arm and hand to the op- 
poſite ſide, to the place prepared for it; where they 
ferved it in like manner. And then, with equal barba- 
rity, they drew down his facred feet, and nailed them 
allo to the croſs. Verifying that of the prophet, P.. xxi. 
They have dug my hands and feet : they have numbred 
a'l my bones + inaſmuch as, by the violence of their 
pulling,” the bones of our Lord were fo drawn from 
their places, and disjointed, that they might be 
numbred . Ah!] ſweet Saviour, who can conceive the 
leaſt part of what thou haſt here endured for the love of 
MP 44197620, toe i "EP | tho 

'Confider 3dly, what ſhocks, what tortures, our Lord 
being now nailed faſt to the croſs, muſt have ſuffered. in 
his whole body, when they dragged the croſs along the 
ground, to the hole prepared for it: how much, When 
they began with ropes to raiſe him up into the air; how 


much, when' they let the foot of the croſs fall with a jolt 


into the hole; how much, when they faſtened it in 


the*gtotifd, with large ftakes, which they drove in 
with their mallets. O 5 can think, without hor- 
2 . rout 
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rour, on the racking pains that every motion br: 
of this nature muſt have cauſed wade — 
and ſupported only by the bones and ſinews of the 
hands and feet, pierced through with groſs nails | But 
tho? this torture, which our Lord here endured, was fo 
you and inſupportable, that one would think it might 
ave moved the hardeſt heart to compaſſion, to have 
ſeen even a brute beaſt undergo ſo much: yet ſuch war 
tne inſatiable malice of the enemies of our Saviour, that 
inſtead of ſhewing him any pity, or relentingat the fight 
of his torments, they ſhout and triumph, when they ſee 
him appear above the heads of the people ; and drawing 
_ w$her, they ſtand ſhaking their heads at him, rejoicing 
at all his ſufferings, ſcoffing, and inſulting over him, 
Chꝛiſtians, whilſt you deteſt this Jewiſh malice, ſee 
[ or — by = obſtinacy in ſin; cruci- 
ing again to your ſelves the San of G mati 
mackery of bim, Heb. vi. 6. ron 555 => TS 
_  Conclude, by deteſting the handywork of your fins, 
which have nailed your Saviour to the croſs ; and by 
loving him, who out of pure love for you has endured fo 
8 —— _ - could ſay here with the martyr 
nts 1 3 2 
cd to the croſs, ee ee 


MWedneſday in Holy-Week, 
8 Ca the ſufferings of our Saviour on the Croſs. 


*ONSIDE R firſt, what our Lord ſuffers upon the 

> croſs, for the whole time that he continues living 
upon it, till he conſummates his ſacrifice. Draw near 
my foul, and fit down under the ſhadow of thy true lo- 
ver, with a longing defire to be his ſcholar in this ſchool 
at love. Contemplate at leifure the multitude and va- 
riety of his ſufferings. And firſt, as to his ſacred: bo- 
dy ; ſee hew from the fale of the foot, to the top of the 


| head, there is now no ſoumdncſi therein : ſee ho it is all 
covered with wounds and blood. O how rough is this 
Herts hard 
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hard bed of the croſs to a body all torm and mangled 
O how uneaſy is this pillow of a thorny crown to his 
wounded head See all the cruel bruiſes, with which his 
divine face is disfigured; and reflect on the ſmart and 
the pain of tilem. See how the whole body is violent - 
ly ſtretched, and extended as upon a rack, with — 
exp reſſible torture in all the joints and limbs. But, a. 
bove all, remark thoſe four ſtreams of blood; thoſe 
fountains of Paradiſe, that flow from the four moſt pain- 
ful wounds of his hands and feet; and conſider how the 
whole weight of the body, hanging by thoſe groſs nails, 
that pierce the nerves and bones, whilſt it naturally 
links downwards, is continually rending and tearing his 
wounds, and encreaſing his pains. A ts 28 
Conſider 2dly, what our Saviour ſuffers interiourly in 
his ſoul, and thou ſhalt find it to be much more inſup- 
portable than all he endures in his body. Witneſs the 
uncxpreſible horrour he has for the ſins of the world, 
all now lying upon him, and oppreſſing his ſoul with 
their infinite weight: his deep ſenſe of thoſe-blaſphe- 
mies, he hears uttered againſt the Deity; and the con- 
tempt they ſhew for his perſon, and his divine truths; 
Witneſs the anguiſh of his ſou], to ſee the hardneſs, 
blindneſs, and reprobation, of his' once choſen people 
the Jews; together with the final impenitence of Ju- 
das; and the eternal damnation of ſo many millions of 
ſouls, for whom he is now «offering himſelf in facrifice 
every one of whom he loves more than his own 
life. Add to this, his grief to ſee the unſpeakable de- 
ſolation of his bleſſed mother, and of all his friends 3 
and himſelf” left, without any manner of relief or com- 
fort, from any creature whatſoever; and even ſorſaken 
by his heavenly Father, and given up to the will and 
pleaſure of his enemies. Ah |, Chriſtians, no tortures 
can be comparable to thoſe: of the foul tr” 7 1 4 
Conſider adly, that, beſides theſe ſufferings, both of 
body and ſoul, which our Lord endures on the croſs, 
for the love of us; he is pleaſed, moreover, to ſuffer in 
all other ways, which any mortal can be liable to in this 
lie. He ſuffers in his honour, by the diſgrace of beivg 
mat 83 hange 
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hanged between two thieves, and loaded with all kinds 


of reproaches and affronts : he ſuffers in his reputa- 
tion, by outrageous calumnies and impoſitions: he 
ſuffers in his goods, by being ſtript of his very cloaths, 
(the all he had in this world) and expoſed naked to ſhame 
and cold: he ſuffers from all ſorts of people; from 
Jews and Gentiles; great and ſmall; prieſts and laity; 
all conſpiring, as much as they can, to add to his afflic- 
tions. His enemies inſult, and triumph over him; bis 
friends are aſhamed of him; thoſe whom he had fa- 
voured with his miracles declare againſt him; his diſ- 
cifles keep at a diſtance, and are afraid of being in- 
volved in his puniſhments. His eyes ſee nothing but 
what may add to his anguiſh; his ears are entertained 
with nothing but injuries and blafphemies ; his palate 
is afflicted with a mortal thirſt ; and his own body, by 
its weight, is a continual and moſt grievous torment to 
him. O fweet Jeſus, how dearly haſt thou paid for my 
{ins ! 4 | | 
Conclude to ſtation thyſelf at the foot of the croſs; 
and there to contemplate in the ſufferings of thy Savi- 
our, the enormity of thy fins, and the goodneſs of thy 
God: that thou may'ſt there learn, how thou art to 
deteſt thy ſins, and to love thy God. 


s na Holy- Thurſday. 
On our Saviour's preaching from the croſs. 


18 ON SIDE R firſt, that the whole life and doctrine 
of Chriſt was a continual leffon to his followers, 
to renounce felf-love, with its three wretched branches: 
vx. the luſt of the fleſh, that is, the love of ſenſual plea- 
jures-: the luſt of the eyes, that is, the love of the periſh» 
able goods of this world: and the pride of | life. Theſe 
are the unhappy ſources of all our evils, which with- 
draw us from our allegiance. to God; and make us ex- 
change the fountain of life for poiſonous: puddles, that 
can never ſatisfy our thirſt. Theſe are the foundations 
ef a worldly and finful liſe; and the broad mad t 
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death and hell. Alas! we love ourſelves, and our mn 
will more than Göd; we are ever full of ourſelves ; 
ſenſual, covetous, preſumptuous, as if we were fome- 
thing; and we can beat with nothing, that oppoſes or 
contradicts us. But mark, in particular, my foul; the 
ſermon. which the Son of God preaches from the croſs; 
and ſee how loudly he there condemns, from that pul- 
pit, all the illuſions of our ſelf - love, with all the maxims 
and practices of the world, and the unhappy attach- 
ments: of worldlings to their carnal and ſenſual affec- 
tions. O] Remember, that what he ſuffers is all by 
his own choice; and this not only to the end that he 
may expiate our fins, but alſo in order to undeceive us 
in the prepoſterous judgment we make of things; and 
to teach us to embrace what he embraces, to deſpiſe 
what he deſpiſes, and to condemn what he condemns. 
Learn then, my foul, at the foot of the croſs, to over- 
come thy pride, by the great example of the voluntary 
humiliations of the Son of God; thy love of the world, 
by his voluntary _ and by his being ftript of all 
things, and abandoned by all; and thy love of plea- 
lure, by his voluntary ſufferings and unexpreſſible tors 
mente. . 1 070 9 eee ene £3) 
Conſider 2dly, that Jeſus Chrift, in offering him- 
ſelf upon the croſs, a ſacrifice to his Father, without any 
manner of reſerve; and in dying in pure obedience to 
his heavenly will; preaches another excellent ſermon 
to us, containing the whole perfection of a ſpiritual life; 


which conſiſts in giving our whole ſelves to God; and 


in being obedient unto death. Yes, Chriſtians, if you 
deſire to be perfect, you muſt learn of your dying Sa- 


viour, to make this offering of yourſelves without 


reſerve, to his Father, and to your Father: you muſt 
join your offering with his ; and make it by his hands, 


that it may be acceptable. You muſt make it every 


day, and oftentimes in the day. O] Give bim then 
daily your ſoul and body give him your underſtand- 
ing, your memory, and your will ; give him your 


whole being, with all that belongs to it, both for time 
and eternity: and he will give his whole ſelf to you. O 


happy 
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happy exchange! Offer yourſelf then daily to do for 
him, whatſoever hepleaſes; to ſuffer for him, whatſoever 
he pleaſes; dedicate yourſelves eternally to his love; 
and reſolve to die a thouſand deaths, rather than to for- 
feit in any thing, the obedience you owe to this your 
Father, Maker, King, and God. | 
- Conſider 3dly, the particular leſſons, that our Lord 


0 
Ce 


alſo gives us, in his ſeven laſt dying words upon the mend m 
croſs. 1. Of perfect charity to our enemies; by his his hea 
praying for his, and/excuſing them to his Father: Fa- gives 1 
ther forgive them, for they know not what they do. 2. Of the rec 
mercy and compaſſion for ſinners; by the plenary Indul- in the 
gence he imparts to the penitent thief. Amen. I ſay that L 
to thee, this day thou ſhalt be with me in Paradiſe. 3. Of death, 
duty to our parents, in his recommending his Virgin mo- well: 
ther to the care of his beloved diſciple z- and of a Flial The 
! devotion to her, as recommended for a mother to us all. Lord 
[ Foman, Behold thy ſon. --- Behold thy mother. 4. Of great 
f an earneſt z7h;r/t for the converſion and falvation of all ly ha 
! men; by that which he expreſſes in this word, I thirft. here 
5. Of fervent prayer to God under anguiſh and deſola- howe 
ö tion; by the fervour of his prayer: 47 Cod, my God, the c 
ib why haſt thou forſaken me? 6. Of perſeverance to the: hope 
_— end, till we have conſummated, that is, compleatly fi- thyſe 
$1 niſhed, the work for which we came into the world; by praif 
7 that word of his, It is conſummated. 7. Of committing of th 
ourſelves, both in life and death, by a perfect reſigna- and” 
tion, into the hands of God, by his great example. 0 
| Father, into thy hands I commend my Spirit. O let us igno 
| learn theſe laſt leſſons of our dying Lordi gins 
Conclude to frequent daily this ſchool of the croſs; if hon 
thou wouldſt learn to be wiſe indeed. But more eſpe- that 
cially take care to ſtudy well, at the foot of the croſs, the 
thoſe to moſt eſſential leſſons, the renouncing thy oπ¾ n deh 
will, and embracing the will of God, by a reiolute con- hin 
formity-and-obedience, even unta death,” {it 4 nu, lig 
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ve Good- Friday. foggy hang row 
On our Saviour's death upon the Croſs. - 


ONSIDER firſt, how our Lord, having uttered 
thoſe laſt words of his, Father into thy hands [com- 
mend my Spirit, with a loud and ſtrong voice, leans down 
his head, in perfect ſubmiſſion to his Father's will, and 
gives up the ghoſt, to conſummate the great ſacrifice of 
the redemption of the world. Stand aſtoniſhed, my ſoul, 
in the contemplation of this incomprehenſible myſtery, 
that Life itfelf ſhould die, to deliver thee from a ſecond 
death, and to impart to thee eternal life. O] conſider 
well who this is that hangs here dead before thy eyes? 
The Word, the Wiſdom, the Son of the eternal God; the 
Lord of glory; the King of kings, the Lord of lords, the 
great Creator of heaven and earth. But O how ſtrange- 
ly has he here debaſed himſelf ! How wonderfully is he 
here metamorphoſed for the love of thee ! Draw near, 
however, in ſpirit, and. caſt thyſelf down at the foot of 
the croſs; and there exerciſe: thyſelf in acts of faith, 
hope, love, and contrition for thy ſins; there peur forth. 
thyſelf in the ſight of thy God, in acts of adoration, 
praiſe, and thankſgiving ; there make a total oblation 
of thyſelf to thy crucified Saviour, to be his, both in life. 
and death, time and eternity. | SET 
Conſider a2dly, how our Lord, in the midſt of all the 
ignominies and torments of his paſſion and death, be- 
gins to reign from the croſs: and is even there highly 
honoured and exalted by his heavenly Father. The title 
that hangs over his head declares him to be the King of. 
the Jews, even their Meſſias, of whom the prophets had- 
delivered ſuch wonders. All nature loudly proclaims 
him- her king and her God. The ſun withdraws his 
light, for the three whole hours that he hangs upon the 
croſs; at his death the whole earth trembles ; the rocks 
are ſplit ; the monuments are opened; the dead ariſe; 
the eil of the temple, that hangs before the inward ſanc- 
tuary, is rent from top to bottom, to ſhew that the wo 
all 
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and its figures, are all now accompliſhed, and the ſanc. 
tuary of heaven laid open. See, my ſoul, how he al- 
ready begins from the croſs, to verify what he had 
ſaid, St. John, xii. 32, I I be lifted up from the earth, 
Iwill draw'all things to myſelf. One of the thieves, that 
were ctucified with him, is the firſt that experiences this 
miraculous attraction, and in an inſtant is changed in- 
to a Saint: the centurion, or captain of the ſoldiers, 
that aſſiſted at the execution, is the next; and loudly 


tude of them that were come together to that fight, and 
ſaw the things that were done, return ſtriking their 
breaſts, St. Luke xxiii. 48. O dear Jeſus, let my poor 
heart ſhare allo in this mercy ; look down upon it now 
from thy croſs, which thou haſt choſen for the throne 
of thy mercy and grace; and be pleaſed to draw. it alſo 
to thyſelf; and to make it wholly thine from hence: 
forth, and forever. e IE EET BIT CIOSS a 


Conſider 3zudly, how our Lord, by his death, triumphs 


this wicked world, from his uſurped dominions ; and 
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that is not agreeable to his croſs: and he ſets up this 
victorious ſtandard for all nations, as the royal en- 
ſign of his kingdom, under which his true ſoldiers ſhall 
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he has purchaſed for them by his death. But ſee, my 
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declares him to be the Son of God: and al! rhe multi. 


over all his enemies. He caſts out Satan, the ruler of 


binds him up in chains, by greatly abridging all the 
power of death, ſin, and hell: he judges, and condemns 
the world with all its favourite maxims: he expoſes, 
and pulls down human pride; he ſhews forth the folly 
of worldly wiſdom ;' and the vanity and deceitfulneſs of 
earthly honours, riches, and carnal pleaſures, and of all 


ever fight, and triumph over the world, the fleſh, and. 
the devil; till they arrive at the crown of life, ' which 


ſqul; how, in the midſt of all his triumphs, he invites 
in a particular manner, all poor ſinners to his mercy. 
See how, with his head bowed down towards them, be 
offers them the kiſs of peace: ſee how his arms are 
open to receive them: ſee how all his gaping wounds . 
invite them, to come and ſhelter themſelves tf re 1 3 
2 e 32 (00295-80404, e i 0 


every, Nay in the Year; ez 
the divine n O let us embrace theſe his offers 
of mercy, on this day of mercy !  - 

Conclude to celebrate, on this day, in the beſt manner 
thou art able, thy Saviour's victory over ſin and hell. 
Adore him moſt profoundly under all the ignominy of 
his croſs, acknowledge him for thy king, for the true 
king of thy heart, and beg that he would henceforward 
abolſh the reign of fin in thee. Embrace with all thy 
affection the ſacred wounds of his paſſion, and chuſe 
them for the place of thy habitation forever. 


, Holy Saturday. 
On our Saviour*s burial. 


pired upon the croſs, one of the Soldiers opened 
his ſide with a ſpzar, making a wide and deep wound, 
out of which there preſently iſſued forth blood and 
water, to waſh and cleanſe, us from all our ſtains. 
See, my, ſoul. How. the heart of thy Saviour is no 
laid, open for thee. O enter into it, in ſpirit, through 
this gate; O! make it thy dwelling place for evermore. 
Conſider.” in this myſterious blood and water, iſſuing 


from the ſide of our Lord, the heavenly ſacrament's, 


which iſſue from his wounds, (inasmuch as they have 


all their virtue from his ſacred paſſion) but eſpecially 
the ſacrament of his body and blood, and that of the 


ſacred layer of baptiſm. Bee alſo here; how our ſecond 
Adam being now caſt into the deep fleep. of death, 


his ſide is opened, to form from thence his e 


deſigned to be his everlaſting bride. 


Conſider 2dly, how Joſeph. of 8 . be- 


fore durſt not declare himſelf adiſciple of Chriſt) having 
obtained of Pilate leave, to take away his body, for: 
decent burial; being accompanied with Nicodemusz” 
and joined in this laſt duty with St. John, and other 
diſciples, unnailed the ſacred body, and took it down 


25 the croſs. Run in, Chriſtian ſoul, in ſpirit, and 
offer thy ſervice upon this occaſion: receive into thy 


arms 
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NONSIDER firſt, how after our Lord - had ex- 
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arms the dead corpſe of thy Redeemer ; and lay it on 
the ſacred lap of his Virgin Mother: and learn from 
her whole comportment at this melanchol ceremony, 
the ſentiments of a moſt affeCtionate devotion, towards 
the paſſion and death of her Son. Join in embalming 
thy Saviour's body; and wrapping it up in clean linnen, 
and laying it in a new monument: by learning the 
exercice of thoſe virtues, which are ſignified by thoſe 
aromatical ſpices and perfumes ; and by that clean 
linnen, and new monument. Eſpecially whenever 
thou approacheſt to the body of our Lord, in the bleſ. 
ſed ſacrament, - ſee thou take along with thee the 
ſweet odours of devotion, a pure conſcience, and the 
cleanneſs of the new man. | 
Conſider 3dly, how our Lord, lying now in his mo- 
-nument, verifies that of the Pſalmiſt, PL. Ixxxvii. I an 
counted among them that go down to the pit: I am became 
as a man without help, free among the dead, - Like the 
lain ſleeping in the ſepulchres, whom thou remembreſt no 
more: and they are caſt off from thy hand. They have 
laid me in the lower pit; in the dark, and in the ſhadow 
of death. Thou haſt put away my acquaintance far from 
me Cc. yes, my ſoul, thy Saviour lies now ſhut up, in 
a loneſome monument, in darkneſs, like one dead for 
always: and as ſuch is left and forſaken by his living 
friends and acquaintance. See thou leave him not: 
but ſtay with him; and watch at his ſepulchre in prayer. 
Weep there over him; with tears of compaſſion for 
his ſufferings, of compunction for all thy fins, and of a 
tender love for his infinite goodneſs, and his love for 


Conclude to keep thyſelf always near to thy Saviour, 
by daily meditating on his life and- death; and thou 
mayft confidently hope, that he will always be near 
thee, both in life and death, 
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Eaſter Sunday. 
On the reſurrefion of our Lord. 


ONSIDER firſt, how the ſoul of our Saviour? 
immediately after his death, deſcends into the 
lower parts of the earth, to viſit and comfort the ſpirits 
of the juſt, to diſcharge them from their long contine- 
ment, and to change their. priſon, by his preſence, into 
2 paradiſe of delights. O how happy, how joyful a 
day was this to all the patriarchs and prophets; vehen 
they were firſt bleſſed with the ſight of him, for whom 
they had longed for ſo many ages]! How glorious was 
the fight, of his triumph over all the powers of dark- 
neſs ; of his breaking down the ſtrongholds of hell; and 
giving a plenary indulgence to as many fouls as were 
capable of it, by their having died in the true faith, and 
in the ſtate of grace. In the mean time whilſt the ſoul 
of our Lord is exerciſing this charity, tlie blind malice 
of his enemies ſuggeſts to them, to make faſt his ſe- 
pulchre, and to guard it with ſoldiers; under pretence 
of preventing his diſciples from ſtealing away his body, 
and then publiſhing that he Was riſen from the dead. 
But O how vain are all the projects of men againſt the 
decrees of God! All this induſtry of theirs only ſerves 
to put the reſurrection of our Lord out of all diſpuie; 
by rendering it abſolutely impoſſible for his diſciples 
(had their terrours and troubles allowed them ſo much 
as the firſt thought of ſuch an unheard of enterprize) to 
iteal him away, tho' they had ever fo great a deſire of 
it. So true is that of the wiſeman, Prov. xxi. 30. 
There is no wiſdom, there is no prudence, there is na 
W- againſt the Lord. 

onſider 2dly, how early in the morning, on Eafter 
Sunday, being the third day, the day appointed for 
our Lord's reſurrection, his ſoul returns in triumph 
from the regions below, and entering into his ſacred 
body, imparts to it a new and immortal life; and in- 
ſtead of the winding ſheet, in which it had been wrapt 
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up; cloaths it now with all the glorious qualities, decree 
for the bodies of the ſaints, in a ſupereminent degree: 
and fo brings it forth without reſiſtance, through the 
monument (tho' hewed out of a rock; and cloſe cove. 
red with a very great ſtone, faſtened down with irons) 
unperceived by the guards, who were not worthy to 
ſee him, in this glorious ſtate, Yet that they, and all 
the world, might know that he was riſen indeed; they 
felt a great earthquake; and an Angel, viſibly deſcend. 
ing from heaven, removed the ſtone, that covered the 
entrance of the monument, and fat down upon it. 
The ſight of this bright meſſenger of heaven carried 
with it ſuch a terrour, that the guards became like men 
dead; and aſſoon as they were able to recover them- 


ſelves, run away into the city: publiſhing the wonders 


they had ſeen; till the chief prieſts and elders ſtopt their 
mouths with a large ſum of money. Rejoice thou my 
ſoul, to ſee thy Saviour thus victorious over all his ene- 


mies: and learn from this great example, to bear up 


with courage under all thou may'ſt have to ſuffer from 
the wickedneſs of men ; truſting in God, that he will 
one day turn all theſe thy ſufferings to thy greater 
od. A 1 N 486] KJ 
Conſider 3dly, thoſe words of the Pſalmiſt, which 
are applied by the church, in the office of this Cas to 


the reſurrection of our Lord. This is the day tobich 


thi 
Lord hath made: let us be glad, and rejoice evi 
Pf. cxvii, Yes, chriſtian fouls, if you have taken 
part in the ſufferings of your Redeemer, by the affec- 
tions, of compaſſion and grief, at the fight of 'all thoſe 
outrages, and torments he endured, in the courſe of his 
paſſion: tis juſt you ſhould rejoice, now the ſcene is 
changed, at the ſight of his being riſen from the dead, 
victorious over death and hell; and his being now en- 
tered upon anew and everlaſting life : ſo that he can die 
now no more, nor. ſuffer any more. Rejoice then 


church on this day in her repeated alleluias: becauſe 
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this is the day of his triumph: he is now outs of all. 
reach of his enemies; and ſhall live and reign glorious 
for evermore. But ſee, my ſoul, whether thou art in 
proper diſpoſitions, to celebrate with this holy joy, 
the reſurrection of thy Lord? Haſt thou endeavoured, 
to die with him, in order to riſe again with him? 
Haſt thou put off the old man and his deeds? Haſt 
thou crucified the fleſh and it's luſts? Or does not fin. 
nd. ſtill live and reign in thee? If ſo; how melancholy a 
the refexion-muſt-it be, to think that this monſter, for the 
it. deſtruction of which Chriſt died, ſhould ſtill keep · thee 
ed under ſlavery, ſtrugling with the worſt of deaths, wnilſt 
en thou art celebrating the feſtival: of thy Saviour *.riſing 
n- to a new and immortal life! 
TS Conclude; if thou deſireſt to bave a * * in $4 — 


ir , triumphs of thy redeemer, to imitate his death, by dy- 


1 ing to thy fins; that fo thou mayſt alſo-imitate his reſur- 
e- WT rection; and wall henceforward in the newneſs of 1 
p after the re l, ginen to thee by att en 


x  Eafter-Monday. ws 27 


| On the leſſons wwe are to learn from the . don 


g | -' Fettion of Jeſus Chriſt. \ b 

t ONS I DERSfrſft, that according to the doctrinę 
of the apoſtle, Rom. iv. 25. Chriſt was delivered 
15 to death for , our our fins: and roſe again far our juſtifi- 


| cation : inaſmuch, as his riſing again from the dead, 

7 was deſigned to be the model of our reſurr ection, fr 
the death of ſin to the life of grace. But in what 
muſt our reſurrection imitate that of Jeſus Chriſt ? 
Firſt we mult imitate him, by riſing verily and, indeed ; 
that is, .truly and. really; and not in appearance only 
Alas! how many, at this time of Halter, et 
to xiſe a again with Chriſt, by going to eon nen and 
communion, according to the cuſtom of Chriſtians at 
this ſeaſon; and yet after all only deceive them elves, 
and impoſe upon others, with falſe appearances of life ; 


5 neyer riſe in effect; Pe they do t this great Work 
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forward, to be dead to fin, but alive to God, in Chriſt 
eſus our Lord. v. 11. This then is the great leſſon we 
muſt learn from the reſurrection of Chriſt : we muſt 
riſe with him, ſo as to continue forever to live with 
him; and to return no more to the dominion of 
death. Ah ! chriſtians, if you be now riſen indeed, 
from the death of fin, to the life of grace; dread a ſe- 
cond death, by relapſing into mortal fin, above all 
other evils, that can poſſibly befal you. Ol remember, 
that if the devil, who has been now caſt out of your 
foul, ſhould take poſſeſſion of you once more, by a 
"1 relapſe, he would bring with him ſeven other ſþirits 
Wb, more wicked than x 4 and your laſt ſtate would be 
15 wp than the firſt, St. Matth. xii. 45. 
onclude with a hearty reſolution of imitating, in 
6 all theſe particulars, the reſurrection of our Lord. But 
a | eſpecially take your precautions againſt returning any 
more to the death of fin, after riſing with Chriſt to a 


7 new life. To prevent fo great an evil, be diligent in 
A all your religious duties; be conſtant and fervent in 
1 prayer; flee all dangerous occaſions; and keep up in 


your ſoul a perpetual horrour for that helliſh monſter 
fin, O! beg of God daily and hourly, that you may 


% rather die a thouſand deaths, than once conſent to 
0 | rg og 
deadly in. | 
* ö 

e 


Eaſter Tueſday. 
On our Lord's ſhewing himſelf to his diſciples a. 


ter bis reſurrection. 


ONSID ER firſt, the haſte that our Lord made 
to comfort his bleſſed mother and his afflicted diſ- 
ciples, by manifeſting himſelf to them immediately 
after his reſurrection. As to his bleed mother, tho? 
the goſpel is filent, we cannot doubt, but ſhe was 
favoured. with an early viſit; that as ſhe loved him 
moſt, and partook more than any other in the ſor- 
rows of his paſſion, ſo ſhe might alſo in the joy of his 
reſurrection, Learn my foul from hence, that the way 


1 fot 


210 MDITATTONS for 
for thee alſo to experience ſomething of the viſits and 


comforts of heaven, is to ſuffer, and to love. The 
good women, that went early in the morning to the 


perfume the body of our Lord, were likewiſe favoured, 
firſt with a. viſion of Angels, and then with the ſight of 
Chrift himſelf: to teach us that the true way to find 


of him, with the aromatical perfumes of ardent de- 
fires and deyout affections; and to perſevere in the 
ſearch, without being diſcouraged. with apprehenſions 
of. difficulties, and oppoſitions. 
were concerned, who ſhould. roll away the ſtone for 
them from the monument, that they might come at 
the body of our Lord, for it was exceeding great: but lo 
when they came to the place, they found the ſtone was 
rolled away to. their hands: to teach us, that if we 
continue. conſtant in our good reſolutions, God will 
remove thoſe difficulties we apprehend, or enable us 
by his grace to overcome them. 

Confider 2dly, the favour our Lord was pleaſed to 
ſhew to penitent ſinners, at his reſurrection, by honour- 
ing Magdalene amongſt women, and Peter amongſt 
men, with his firſt viſits. Magdalene, from the time 
of her converſion, had conſtantly adhered to our Lord: 
ſhe followed him even to the croſs; ſhe attended on him 
there till he gave up the ghoſt ; ſhe ſaywi his body laid in 
the monument; and after the repoſè of the Sabbath 
day; ſhe was up before light, and was the firſt at the 
monument with her perfumes: when ſhe found him 
not, the ran to the apoſtles, to tell them the body 
was taken away. Peter and John ran to the monu- 
ment; and finding there the linnen cloths without the 
body, went their way home again: but Magdalene 
ſtaid, and continued her ſearch, weeping and lament- 
ing, that ſhe could not find him whom her foul loved; 
till at lengtii ſhe ſaw his heavenly meſſengers, and 
ſhortly after himſelf in perſon: and was ſent by him 
as an apoſtle, to carry to the apoſtles themſelves, the 


love 


monument, with their ſweet ſpices and ointments, to 
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love! O happy perſeverance | O ſee my ſoul thou 
ſeek thy I/ ord in the like manner, and thou wilt infalli- 


the bly find him. 

, to Conſider 3dly, that Peter, who from the: time of 
red, his fall, had been continually weeping and bitterly be- 
t of wailing his ſins, was the firſt of the apoſtles that was 
find Kroured with the fight of our Lord, 1 Cor. xv. 5. and 
ucſt WW Luke, xxiv. 34. At the firſt news, brought by Mag- 
de- dalene, of our Saviour's body being miſſing, he took 
the the alarm, and ran to the monument; and not finding 
ons the body there, went home, believing it had been taken 
ien away. But our Lord was pleaſed to remove this er- 
for rour, by manifeſting himſelf to him; and ſhewing him 


that body alive, which he had ſought among the dead. 


10 O what ſentiments of confuſion, and repentance, for 
as his having denied this Lord of glory, mixed with a 
We holy joy, dat the ſight of his being now riſen from the 


ill dead, filled the ſoul of this apoſtle, upon this occaſion! 
us () how did he caſt himſelf at the feet of his Lord, and 
there conſeſs his crime: and how lovingly was he re- 
to ceiyed to mercy, and favoured upon the ſpot with a 
r- plenary indulgence and abſolution | And not only that; 
it but to ſhew the unſpeakable bounty of our Lord to 
e repenting ſinners a little while after, when our Lord 
I: manifeſted himſelf to him again, St. Fohn xxi; he 
n 


was pleaſed to advance him to the ſupreme paſtoral 


n charge over all his flock, by committing to-him all his 
h lambs, and all his ſheep; and to promiſe him the glory 


e of following him, even to the dying upon a croſs, for 
him : all in confequence of that moſt ardent love: 
of which he three times required a profeſſion of him, 
( Loveſt thou me more than theſe ? ) as it were in oppott- 
tion to his three denials. 

Conclude, whatever thy caſe may be, and however 
thou may'ſt have denied thy Saviour, by word or deed, 
to return now to Rim by repentance and love; and if 
thy fins be as red as ſcarlet, they ſpall be made as white as. 
ſnow, Ifai. i. 18. Love is the ſhorteſt way to the remiſ- 
4 ns, nee od es u e 
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Eafter-IWeadneſday. 


On our Lord's ſhewing hi 

0 g himſelf to the diſciples poi 
to Emmaus, Luke xxiv. ne 
CE ONSIDER firſt, how two of the diſciples, go- 
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enlightened, in the fulfilling of his commandments, by 
the exercice of hoſpitality and charity: to teach us, that 
the way to come at the knowledge of God, and of thoſe 
truths, which as yet we are ignorant of, is to practiſe, 
to the beſt of our power, what we know already of his 
heavenly will. "Theſe diſciples knew our Lord in the 
breaking of bread': to teach us, that there is no better 
way to come at the perfection of the knowledge and 
ove of God, than a worthy participation of the bread 
of life in the bleſſed euchariſt. 4 

Conſider 341y, how theſe diſciples took notice, that 
their heart was burning within them ; whilſt they were 
in the company of our Lord, and enjoyed his heavenly! 
converſation, St, Luke xxw. 32. My ſoul, doſt thou 
deſire to experience ſomething of theſe ſacred flames ? 
Seek them in the company and converſation of Chriſt. 
Alas] the reaſon why thou art ſo lukewarm, or rather 
downright cold, in thy devotions, is the continual diſſi- 
pation of thy thoughts at other times, and a habit of in- 
dulging vain- amuſements, which fill thy inward houſe: 
with ſuch diſagreeable company, as keep Chriſt away: 
from thee, . rob thee of his ſweet converſation. 0 
how happy might{t thou be, if, by baniſhing all theſe 
impettinerices, by a ſpirit of recollection, thou wouldſt 
endeavour to keep thyſelf always cloſe to thy Saviour, 
and, like the ancient Saints, to walk with him! A dili- 
gence in this would make thee begin to enjoy a heaven 


upom earth. a 5 
Conclude to ſtudy well theſe leſſons, which our Lord 
deſires we ſhould learn from his manifeſtations of him 
ſelf, after his reſurrection. But eſpecially learn to ſeek * 
always the happineſs of his company and: conyerfation , 
in thy on interiour: there is the ſchool of divine 


* 
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© Eafter-Thurſday. 


a Luke xxiv, John xx. 


NONSIDER firſt, how, on the evening of the 
A lame day of our Lord's reſurrection, when the 
doors were ſhut, where the diſciples were gathered to- 

gether, for fear of the Jews; our Saviour came in, 

and ſtood in the mid{t of them, and faid to them, 

Peace be to you ; and then ſhewed them the wounds of 

his hands, of his feet, and of his ſide. Admire the 

quahties of his glorious body, now riſen from the dead, 
which, like a ſpirit, paſſes through the doors, and is 
ſeen on a ſudden in the midſt of his diſciples : and yet 
ſhews- itſelf to be true and palpable fleſh, by exhibiting 
thoſe ſacred wounds, to be felt by their hands. See how 
on this occaſion, he at once both informs their faith, 
and enflames their love, by bearing about him theſe 
marks of his paſſion, the moſt convincing teſtimonies 
of his. love. My ſoul, thou haſt this ſame glorious bo- 
dy, with all its endowments, in the bleſſed ſacrament : 
and tho” thou neither ſeeſt it, nor feeleſt his wounds, with 

thy bodily ſenſes, thy faith aſſures thee that he is there; 
and diſcovers to thy inward eye, both his whole paſſion 

endured for the love of thee, and the glory of his reſur- 
rection. Let this ſuffice to enkindle the fire of his love 

in thy heart: don't deſire to ſee, or to feel, his wounds, 

like Thomas; nor to lodge thy hand in his ſide, but 
thy heart. Bleſſed are they that have not ſeen, and have 

believed, John xx. 29. 4% Slang 

Conſider adly, how our Lord ſaid: again to his diſ- 


ſend ou. Then breathing upon them, he ſaid: Receive 
Forgiven them: and whoſe ſins you ſhall retain, they are 


retained, See how ample this authority is, which he 
here imparts to his apoſtles, and to their lawful ſucceſ- 


ing 


Oz our Lord's manifeſting himſelf to all the Apoſtle, | 


Ciples : Peace be to your as the Father hath ſent me, I alſo} 


ye the Holy Ghoſt: whoſe fins you ſhall forgive, they are 


ſors ;. that is to the paſtors of his true church, deſcend- 
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| ing from the apoſtles : as his heavenly Father ſent 
him, even ſo he ſends them; furniſhed as he was 
» vith all ſpiritual power, and juriſdiction, for the rule 


of his church, and the diſpenſation of his word, and 
of his Sacraments; and commiſſioned by him, as he 
was by his Father. Give thanks; my ſoul, to thy 
Saviour, for having left, for thy benefit, this ample 
power and commiſſion with the paſtors of his church; 
and furniſhed thee by this means with guides, divinely 
commiſſioned, and divinely aſſiſted; and given to them 


the keys, that they might open heaven to thee, See 


thou deſpiſe not the ordinance of God; nor proudly 
reſiſt his commiſſioners, to thy own condemnation, 

Conſider 3dly, more in particular, the power of 
forgiving, or retaining fins, hereimparted by our Lord to 
the lawful paftors of his Catholick church. Receive ye 
the Holy Ghoſt: ſaid he, whoſe. fins you ſhall forgive, 
they are forgiven to them: and whoſe fins you ſhall retain 


they are retained. In theſe words our Lord was pleaſed 
to communicate his divine Spirit, the Holy Ghoſt, to 


his diſciples, -and their ſucceſſors ; in order to make 
them his - delegates in the court of conſcience; to 
ſit as judges there, to take cognizance of all ſpiritual 
cauſes, -and to paſs ſentence, either in favour of (peni- 
tent) ſinners, to looſe them from their ſins by abſolutions, 
or to. bind them, as the caſe ſhould require, by cenſures, 
penances, or delay of abſolution. Give thanks for this 
ſacred - inſtitution, ſovereignly wholeſome to Chriſtian 
ſouls: in which poor ſinners, that deſire to return to 
their God, may by applying to the delegates of Chriſt, 
have the ſentence of eternal damnation, that ſtood 
againſt them, reverſed; and their abſolution, pro- 
nounced on earth, ratified in heaven; upon the eaſy 
conditions of an humble and ſecret confeſſion, joined 
with a hearty repentance: and in conſequence of 
ſuch abſolution, may be again received, and admitted to 
the participation of all thoſe goods, from which their 
ſins had excluded them. eee 
Conclude to adore, praiſe and give thanks to our 
Lord, for all thoſe hleſſings he brought with him, at 


, * 
QUE his 


. 


210 M DITATIONS. for 
his reſurrection; and not only .imparted to his diſciple, 


Parr living; but entailed upon his church forever 


n Con 
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On the peace of à Chriſtian. 


(© 0 Pu firſt, that as our Saviour, the night 
ore his paſſion, bequeathed his pœace to his dif 


ee Tine, . Jokn 26y 29, dan le word BY woes 
2 — rer = alſo after his reſurection vocat 
| imes wiſhed them his peace ſaying, Pe „ time, 
" + 1 John, xX. But what kind of —¹ is thi _ the © 

i 25 0 much inculcates, and ſo earneſtly deſires to and { 

” ps * 0 Not the pcace Mhich the world. pretends evil. 

Eee ich is falſe and deceitſul, like itſelf: they die 

N peace, and there is no peace. Ezek. ft Ip, than 

* 1 wnderftanding, Ml due 

«Iv. 7. reefold peace; viz a peace of | inter 

| Ray ee a PEage with every nee Wey C 
Ren wi a8 Tis both the duty, and the bap- Cr 

pine of + Clin to mainain tis re peage, Ai MY to 

Shin er deſires any degree of hanvinals” ei may 

— or 4, ov muſt take care to Be LG Peace 

peace with God, by ever fleeing wilful fin; which is heat 

{oul 


at enmity with God. For how can th 

| here b | 
5 8 are ot War with God? tobe: bath mo BY 
e/1jiea. him, and Path ba peace? Job ix abt 

22 5 4 — 1 ps fea, 3 reſt * | 
i waves the cof ca up dirt Lay 05 er, 

no peace for the wicked: ſaith the Lord Ged. bas hi. ons 


20, 21, 
Con 4 


| 
} 


eIples 
ever, 
ach, 
e be. 
es of 
0Wer 
7 rt, 


1 all 


every Day in the Year. 


217 


Conkider 2dly, that the Chriſtian cannot maintain 
his peace with God, if he does not alſo follow peace with 
all men, Heb. xii. 14, and, as much as lies in him, 


keep peace with all men, 


Rom. xii. 18. For as no 


man can love God, that does not love his neighbour, 


1. St. 


that breaks peace with his neighbour. 
another branch, both of the duty, and of the happineſs, 
of a Chriſtian, to be at peace with every man; at leaſt 
as far as lies in him, and in the unfeigned diſpoſition 
of his ſoul: to renounce all animoſity, and rancour; 
all diſcord and contention; all malice and envy; and 
whatſoever elſe is oppoſite to fraternal charity: and to 
learn to bear, and to forbear; which are the two great 
means of keeping peace with our neighbours; when, on 
our parts, we forbear giving them any offence, or pro- 
vocation, either by word, or deed; and, at the ſame 
time, bear with Chriſtian meekneſs and charity, with all 
the offences or provocations we receive at their hands; 


evil, 


John iv: ſono man can be at peace with God, 
Tis then 


and ſtrive to overcome them, by rendering good for 
O how amiable is this character of the peace- 


able Chriſtian ! O how much happier is ſuch a ſoul, 
than one that is always in war, with one neighbour or 
another; and always in a ſtorm at home, in his own 


interiour | 


Conſider 3dly, that another neceſſary branch of the 
Chriſtian's peace, is to be at peace within himſelf ; by 
ſtriving to baniſh from his own interiour whatſoever 


may diſturb the tranquillity of his ſoul. 


This inward 


peace, when it is perfect, is a certain foretaſte of 
heaven; it is a kind of a heaven upon earth. In ſuch 
fouls God is pleafed to dwell; of whom the royal 
prophet ſings, P/. xxv. that his place is in peace, and his 
abode in Sion. To come at this happy peace, (beſides 
taking care to keep peace with God, by a clean con- 


ſcience; and with 


every neighbour, by concord and 


charity) we muſt have our'paffions mortiſied; our af- 
tections well ordered and regulated; and our deſires 


reſtrained: we muſt' baniſh all hurry 


, and over ea- 


r all ſadneſs and melancholy; all ſerupulous 
U | 


fear 
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fears, anxious cares, and uneaſineſs about the thing 
of the world: and, above all things, and in all things, | 
we: muſt; conform - ourſelves to the holy will of God, 
Practiſe theſe leſſons, my ſoul, and thou wilt be at 
peace: at leaſt as far as the condition of thy mortal pil. 
geimage will al j. % bon ve 
Conclude ever to aim at this threefold peace, with 
thy God, with thy neighbour, and with thyſelf: pray 
daily for it: and whatſoever fear, affection, or deſire, 
or any other thing whatſoever, offers to diſturb thy 


receive 
turn te 
be ren 
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heart, ſhut the door againſt it, as an enemy, as a mei- Co 
ſenger of Satan, who comes to rob thee of thy treaſure, in goc 
the peace of thy ſou. n „lt 510 idle li 
mene 990) 7293 37529 & Ms bn time, 
+ — 8 ENT the pe 
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D On perſeverance in good. do. 
% mon JOU 2. 82 upon 
> #0 SIDER firſt, that every , Chriſtian ought, ondin 
at chis time, purſuant to the precept of the church them 
of God, to have made his peace with God, and to inten 
have ſigned and fealed it with a worthy. communion. ſeaſo! 
So that it is the huſineſs of every Chriſtian, now at lea, God. 
to: begin a new life; and to walk henceforward, in the God. 
newneſs of life, even to the end. Be thou faithful until ſever 
death; and I will give thee. the crown of life, ſaith C 
our Lord, Apoc. ii. 10. Alas! what will it avail us to it wi 
have made a good beginning at this time; if, after hav- a ful 
ing been enligbtened, and having taſted the heaven! mor 
git, and been made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, &c. ſelf- 
Heb. vi. 4, we ſhould quickly fall away, and return erat 
to our former darkneſs, and to the huſks of ſwine, un- ener 
der the ſlavery of Satan? Would notour latter condition ſelv 
become worſe than the former? That this may never: our 
be our caſe,. we muſt conſider upon the means, that our 
may effectually preſerveus from relapſing into mortal ſin; the 
& that may maintain us in the happy ſtate of the eve 
grace and love of God. In particular, we muſt labour and 
ton eſtabliſi in our ſouls a harrour of; the dreadful evil diſe 
of ci and ot all the. dangerous oc caſiunsꝭ of iti; to ma 
da . keep 4 


/ 


iT =>: &.*. i» =: & 1 


— 


every Day in the' Year. 219 


reep up in ourſelves 2 penitential ſpirit, for what is 
WT paſt; joined with a lively ſenſe of that inſinite merey, 


\ 


that kept us ſo long out of hell; and ſo gracioufly 
received his prodigal children, When they offered to re- 
turn to him; and with a firm reſolution (which ſhould 
be renewed every day, and every hour) for no conſi- 
deration whatſoever, to turn our backs upon him any 
more by wilful ſin. O how happy is that Chriſtian, 
who is ever ready to lay down his life, rather than to 
return any more to fin * | * 
Confider 2dly, that another great means to perſevere 
in good, is to Ive by rule and order: to renounce an 
idle life, as the mother of all evil; and to regulate out 
time, and all our daily exercices; to be conſtant in 
the performance of our devotions, and in frequenting 
the ſacraments; and to take care to do well all that we 
do. Sanctity, and perfection, does not ſo much depend 


upon doing extraordinary actions, as upon doing ous 


ordinary actions extraordinarily well: now we ſhall do 


F them extraordinarily well, if we do them with a pure 


intention, for the love of God; and if we take care to 
ſeaſon them with frequent and fervent aſpirations to 
God. Thus, like the ancient Saints, ſhall we walk with 
God, and be perfect. This is the ſureſt way to per- 
ſeverance. 18 55 v3 „ 0 15 5 


Conſider 3dly, that, in order to perſeverance in grace, | 


it will be alſo neceſſary to ſet out, and to continue, in 


2 full perſwaſion and conviction; that we have not a 
more dangerous enemy to our ſouls, than our dun 
ſelf-love, with all its branches and paſſions; that the: 
gratifying our - own humours, is gratifying a mortal 
enemy; that we muſt deny ourſelves, renounde our 
ſelves, and hate ourſelvs in this life, if we wouldifaves 
our fouls for eternity. In a word, the mortifieation of 
our paſſions, and the total victory over ourſelves, is" 
the ſovereign means of perſeverance. In order to this; 
every\Chtiſtian ought to ſtudy well to know himſelf,: 
and the true ſtate of his on interiour: that he may 
diſcover what paſſions are predominant tliere ; and 
may. turn callthe forces of his foul agalnſt themę till he 
g9924 U 2 has 
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has quite ſubdued them. This Warfare is one of ge 


egene 
moſt eſſential duties of every diſciple of Jeſus; Chriſt 


conver 


no one {hall be crowned by him, that has not fought, i Con 
and conquered himſelf. To him that overcemath, *in Ch 
will. give to eat of the tree of hfe, WHILh is in the Fan body, 
«je of God. Apoc. il, 7. brethre 
Conclude in order to nerſeverance.; in good, to: prac dit before 
well all theſe leſſons, and particularly to be earneſ 1. Pet 
with God in prayer, that he may be thy keeper, ty holy t 
keep thee from ſin, O beg of God every day, tha into t. 
thou mayſt rather die a thouſand en than once cated, 
commit a mortal ſin! crame 
#1 7 his di 
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is On the ſacrament of Baptiſm. "= _ 
ONSIDER firſt, that we are often put in 
mind by the church, in the office of this time, 
feng baptiſm; to the end we may be rightly ſenſible 
of the dignity, to which we have been raiſed by this 
ſacrament; and of the obligations incumbent upon us 
in conſequence of the fame. Baptiſm is to our ſouls the 
gate of life, an introduction to all that is good. It is 
called by: the apoſtle, Tit. ini. 5. The luver of re- 
generation and renovation in the Holy Ghoſt insel i 
25 wwe, "who; by our natural birth from the old Adam, 
were born in fin, children of wrath, ſtaves of Gatan, 
and liable to- an eternal damnation; ate cleanſed from 
lin, and \fand#ifyed, in this facrament, by the laver f 
water in the world of life; Eph. v. 25, in virtue of the 
blood of Ohriſt, here applied to our ſouls: and by vir- 
tue of th ame we tecelve a ne birth: by which we zre 
Yegenerafed and rene tod, being born again of Water un 
the =P Ghoſt; St. Fob ii. 57 to a new and everlaſt- 
ing life; — are made children of the Trving God, arid 
beirs of his eternal eingdom. See, my ſoul; and ad- 
mite the riches öf- the bourity of thy Gods pourbd out 
A thy faybur, in this ſacriment. Bur Gf take Cafe 
ne her to forfeit Mee ec tresſues by ſin not to 
dos, £ degenerate 
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of tie BY degenerate from this heavenly birth, by an unworthy 


hy converſation. ' | | 
ght, Conſider 2dly, that, by baptiſm, we are incorporated 
b, by in Chriſt, and made living members of his myſtical 
Bars. body, which is his church: we are made Chriſtians; 


brethren of Chriſt, and temples of his holy Spirit: we who 
before were not his people, are now the people o God 
I. Pet. ii. 10. a choſen generation, a kingly prieſt hood, a 
holy nation, a 32 people, called out of darkneſs 
into the admirable light of Chriſt: v. . e are dedi- 
cated, ſanctified and conſecrated to God, by this ſa- 
crament, to be irrevocably his; eternally devoted to 
his divine love. O happy dedication! O my ſoul, how 
little haſt thou hitherto reflected on theſe truths! How 
little haſt thou conſidered the dignity conferred upon 
thee in baptiſm! O Remember, that what is once 
dedicated to God, ought to remain always his: and that 
tis a ſacrilege to ban aaa or violate what is once con- 

ſecrated to him. See then, how pure and holy .thy 
whole life ought to be, in conſequence of thy being de- 
dicated to God in baptimjm. 

Conſider 3dly, that all toe who are baptized in Chriſt 
Jeſus, are baptized in his death: for we are buried ta- 
gether with him by baptiſm unto death: that as Chriſt is 
riſen from the dead, by the glory of the Father, ſo we'alſo 
may walk in newneſs of life, Rom. vi. 3.4. Knowing thts, 
that our old man is cruciſſeu with him, that the body of 
in may be deſtroyed, and that we may ſerve ſin no longer. 
v. 6. ſo that henceforward, in conſequence of our bap- 
tiſm,. we muſt reckon 1 dead to ſin, but alive to 
God, in Chriſi Jeſus our Lord, v. II. and therefore, we 
muſt not let fin reign in our mortal body, ſo as to obey the 
lufts thereof, v. 12. But as Chrift riſing again from 
the dead dies niw-no more, as death ſhall no more have 
dominion over him, v. q. ſo we muſt now die no more 
by ſin, fin muſt no more have dominion over us. For 
as many +4 us as have been baptized in Chriſt, have put 
an Chriſt, Gall iii. 27, and ought to live ſo, as to 
ſhew forth the. life o Chriſt, in our mortal fleſb: that 
We may be able to ſay with the apoſtle: J live, new 
nns U 3 "not 
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not I, but Chriſi liveth in me, Gal. ii. 20. Chriſtian; if 
compare your lives with theſe divine leſſons: fee what i 
they ought to be, by the obligation of your baptiſm: and 
ſee what they have hitherto been. And now, at leaf, 
labour in earneſt to begin to live, worthily of your cal. 
ling, and of the glorious name and character of 2 
Chriſtian, and of a child of God. 
Conclude, to bear always in mind both the dignity, 
to which you have been raiſed by your baptifm, and 
the obligations of .it: and ever to ſhew forth in your 
lives, that you are Chriſtians indeed, by a conſtant imi- 
_ both of the death and reſurrection of the Son af 
od, | | 


Monday after Law-Sunday. 


On the tovenant of boptiſm. 


" JONSIDER. firſt, that, in baptiſm, we make 
a folemn covenant with God; by which he, on 

his part, adopts us for his children; admits us to all the 
great and glorious advantages and prerogatives Which 
belong to his children; and gives us an unqueſtianablkc 
right and title to the inheritance of, his everlaſting 
kingdom. But then, all this is upon articles; to which 
we, on our part, bind ourſelves, by the ſtrongeſt engage - 
ments and vows; which, if we violate, in that moment 
we forfeit both the dignity of children of God, and all 
the other excellent treaſures we received at our baptiſm, 
together with all title either to the favour, or the king- 
dom, of God. The firſt of theſe articles, by which we 
engage ourſelves to God in baptiſm, is the promiſe we 
there make, ever to adhere to him, by a firm and con- 
ſtant faith of all his divine truths, My ſoul, haſt thou 
been true to this part of thy covenant? The faith, 
which thou haſt promiſed, was not a {barren ſpecula- 
tive belief, like that of thoſe. who make profeſfion of |1 
hucwing Ged, but deny him in their works; Tits i. But 
a faith that wworketh by charity, Gal. v. 6 A faith that 
n | 0 theweth 
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ſneweth itſelf 22 life: the juſt man liveth by faith. 
Hath thy faith been ſuch ? | >1SJf109 

Conſider 2dly, that another article of our baptiſmal 
covenant was to wage a perpetual war with Satan; to 
renounce him forever, with all his works of darkneſs 
and fin, and all his pomps of worldly pride, and vain 
glory: and to adhere to God, by a ftrit and Ns * 
tual allegiance to his divine majeſty. My ſoul, what 
has thy life hitherto been? Haft thou kept this cove- 
nant? Haſt thou effectually renounced Satan? Haſt 
thou conſtantly waged war againſt that uſurper, that 
cruel tyrant, that mortal enemy of thy God ? Or haſt 
thou not ſuffered him to take poſſeſſion of thee again 
by ſin? Haſt thou not been, all thy life long, his 
flave? Have not his works, and his pomps, had a 
greater ſhare in thy affections, than thy duty and al- 
legiance to thy God? O be confounded at thy paſt 
diloyalty, and breach of covenant! O dread the con- 
ſequences of this perfidiouſnefs! Repent and amend. + 

Conſider 3dly, that in our baptiſm, we alſo engage 
ourſelves to a ſtrict obſervance of the whole” law, and 
the commandments of our heavenly Father, our King, 
and our God; but more eſpecially of the great com- 
mandment of loving him with our whole heart, with 
cur whole ſoul, with our whole mind, and with our whole 
ſtrength, and of loving our ntighbonrs as ourſelves, ' For, 
inaſmuch as he there adopts us for his children and his 
heirs, in return, he ſtrictly requires of us the obedience 
due from children to ſuch a Father; with a love of 
preference of him before all things elfe, and a perpetual 
conformity in all things to his bleſſed will. See now, 
my ſoul, upon how many titles thou belongeſt to God; 
and art hound to love him, and to ſerve him, with all 
thy powers. Thou art his by creation: he made thee 
for himſelf. Thou art his by redemption: the Son of 
God has purchaſed hee with his own- blood : Ah, at 
how dear a rate! Thou art his by dedication; being 
conſecrated to him in baptiſm. And thou art tis by 
all cke articles of the covenant, then made with — K. 
2 . UN- 
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Conclude to obſerve, henceforward atleaſt, theſe thy 


baptiſmal vows: and, ſince God claims thy whole _ 
being upon ſo many titles; give thyſelf to him, without I C. 
reſerve, for time and eternity, by perfect obedience, nunc 
conformity and love. O beg of him continually, that bis p 
nothing in life or death may ever be able to ſeparate this 
thee any more from him, | 1 15 
this 
Tueſday afte = the | 
gſday after Low-Sunday, 5 

: 5 and 

On the ceremonies of baptiſm. 56 
C ONSIDER firſt, that the ancient ceremonies, 5 
uſed by the Catholic church, in adminiſtring bap- nn 

tiſm, are very inſtructive; inaſmuch as they ſhew this 
forth both the effects of this ſacrament in the ſoul, and the atel 
duties incumbent on them that receive it. The perſon hea 
that is to be baptized, is initiated as it were in Chriſt; bap 
by proſeſſing his deſire of coming to him, by faith, and the 
the obſervance of the commandments; and then by re- eve 
ceiving upon his forehead, and upon his breaſt, the ſign BW a8 
of the croſs: to ſignify that the croſs and paſſion of Chriſt Wl dee 
is the ſource of all our good; that by this ſacrament Wl cal 
we are dedicated to Chriſt crucified ; and muſt ever in 
wear his badge, both on our forchead, and in our heart, hit 
Then the catechumen is ſeaſoned, as it were, for bap- of 
tiſm, by a grain of ſalt, ſolemnly bleſſed for that pu- ty 
poſe; to ſignify the ſalt of true wiſdom, and that chri- 1 
ian prudence and diſcretion, which ought to ſeaſon all ar. 
we do; as alſo the ſeaſoning of divine grace, which th 
is to keep the foul from the corruption of fin. More- * 
over, to make room for the Spirit of God, to come and 71 
take poſſeſſion of the ſoul, and to fix his dwelling there. 7 
the devil is caſt out by ſolemn exorciſms, exſufflations, A 
and prayers ; and the ſenſes of the ſoul are opened as 9 
it were to God, by the application of the ſpittle to the 81 
ears and noſtrils, with the Ephphetha pronounced in li 
imitation of our Lord, ark. vii. 34. O how great t 


muſt 


thout 


ence, 
that 
arate 
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muſt that e for which the ſoul is prepared by ſo 


many myſterious ceremonies Wa; 1119&6 
Conſider 2dly, that, after this, follows the falemn. re- 
nunciation of Satan, and of all his works, and of all 
his pomps; as a declaration of an eternal war againſt 
this mortal enemy: and then to give us to underſtand 
what kind of arms we are to furniſh ourſelves with for 
this warſare, we are anointed with conſecrated oil on 
the breaſt, and between the ſhoulders, to ſignify by this 
outward unction, the inward unction of the Holy Ghoſt, 
and of his fortifying grace; here given to ſtrengthen our 
breaſts with heavenly charity, to love, and to keep the 
divine commandments; and to give force to our /boul- 
ders, to take up our croſs; and to bear, in a Chriſtian 
manner, all the labours, difficulties, and adverfttics. 
this mortal pilgrimage. To which is added, immedi- 
ately after baptiſm, another unction, on the top of the 
head, with the holy Chriſm; to ſignify. our being by 
baptiſm incorporated in Chriſt, the great anointed of 
the Lord, and being ſolemnly confecrated to God for 
ever, by the- incor of his grace; as all fuct things; 
as are anointed with the holy Chriſm, are by the church 
dedicated to God forever. Hence all Chriſtians ate 
called by St. Peter a 4ingly priefthood, from partaking 
in the dignity of Chriſt, and being anointed. through 
him with that holy unction, with which God has of 
old anointed his prieſts, prophets, kings, and nut- 
R ol „i io ais: & 
Conſider 3dly, that, immediately after baptiſm, e 
are alſo cloathed with 4 white linnen garment, which 
the miniſter of God gives us with theſe words: Re- 
ceive this white garnent, which theu ſbalti carry æuiti 
out ſpot or ain, Before the judgment ſeat af oun Lera 
Fefus Cbriſi, that thou mayſt have eternal lifes Amem 
And then, in alluſion to the parab le of the virgins, that 
went forth, with their lamps, to meet the bridegroom, 
St. Matt. xxvi: and of the ſervants, that with their 
lights in their hands, were ever ready to open the door 
to theit Lord, St. Luke xii, we receive a lighted ta- 
per in our hand with theſe words: Receive this burn- 
f ing 
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ing light: and keep thy baptiſm, ſe as to be without er ity. 
proof. Keep the commandments of God, that when ti i nd tit 
Lord fhall come to his nuptials, thou may}! meet hin, and, i 
together with all the Saints, in the heavenly court, al her no 
mayſi live with bim, for ever and ever, Amen, Which er ap 
ceremonies put us in mind of the ſtrict obligation of WE porſon 
leading a holy and innocent life, after baptiſm : of Weetn 
holding forth the light of faith in our lamps, to the a long 
edification of all men ; and of keeping them ever burn- 
ing with the oil of charity and good works, till we chat © 
meet our Lord in his heavenly kingdom. | chang 
Conclude, from the conſideration of all theſe myſte- Was 
rious ceremonies uſed in baptiſm, to ſettle in thy foul a met? 
great idea both of the dignity, and of the obligations ee 
of a Chriſtian» and to make it the buſineſs of thy | ſee tl 
life to correſpond both with the one, and the other. ſtrang 
But O take care, above all things, not to ſtain that God, 
robe of 'innocence by wilful fin ! aaa; en 
5 e ene ee % 0 | on 
'1 7 ae}: Nan 0! bon; 991 | gmuc 
T V. edneſday after Low-Sunday. Wo Bcfo! 


— wt Be 274 . 388 5 . W thine 
Or the evil of falling from the grace of baptiſm. | haſt 
* ONSID E R firſt, that how much the greater the his; 
diznity is, to which we eg n acm: char 
dignity is, to Which we are raiſed in baptiſm; and Wl 
how much the more excellent the advantages are which 1 brin 
we there receive; together with the ineffimable trea- o 
ſures of baptiſmal innocence, grace, and ſanctity; ſo neſs 


much the more diſmal is that fall, by which we for- C 
feit, and loſe in a moment, all that dignity, with all tne 
thoſe advantages, and treaſures. A dreadful fall in- be 
deed by which the poor ſoul falls from heaven to hell, IM ud 
from God to the devil; from being a child of God, to ew 
be::a- ſlave of Satan, and of fin; that is worſe" than ber 
Satan; from being the ſpouſe of Chriſt, to be the pro- | for 
ſtitute of unclean ſpirits; from being the temple of wh 
the Holy Ghoſt, to be the habitation of the wicked Sh 
one. This -abominable tyrant, in the very moment * 
ſhe ſins, enters in, and takes poſſefſion of her; he robs 1 hg 


her ationce'of. all her treaſures, of virtue; grace, and 
Wa merit, 


/ 
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ut 7 erit, of all her ſhare in Jeſus Chriſt, of all her right 
en nd title to his kingdom, and of all true peace and joy: 
and, in exchange for all theſe good things, he offers 
| ail er nothing but huſks of ſwine, which cannot -ſatisfy 


er appetite; nothing but mere toys, and fooleries 3 
Ipoiſonous baits which delude her with a momentary 
bweetneſs, preſently followed with a bitter remorſe, and 
1 long tran of other evils ending in death and hell. 

= Conſider 2dly, the folly and madneſs of the ſoul 
chat conſents to ſuch an exchange. Alas | She ex- 
changes all her good at preſent, and all her title to 
any good. hereafter, either in time, or eternity, for a 
mere bubble, a brutiſh paſſion, an irkſome ſlavery, an 
eternal miſery! Ah! unhappy ſinner, open thy eyes, and 
Wo {cc the wretched bargain thou haſt made! See how 


* ſtrangely thou haſt been deluded; to part with thy 
that God, and all thy good, for ſomething ſo baſe, fo vile, 


ſo empty, ſo filthy, ſo ſhort, ſo fooliſh, and miſe- 
rable; accompanied with ſo much remorſe, with fo 


much danger, and with ſo much falſehood and deceit, 
Before thy ſin, heaven was thine ; God himſelf was 
W thine : but now thou haſt parted with thy God; thou 
haſt fold him for a mere nothing; thou art no longer 
W his; thou haſt made him thy enemy: Thou haſt ex- 
changed heaven for hell; thou, ſtandeſt upon the very 
brink of a miſerable eternity; thou art juſt ready to fall 


down. that dreadful precipice. Can any folly or mad- 


neſs bear the leaſt compariſon with this? 


Conſider. 3dly, the enormity of the treaſon which 


0 5 7 * 

"I the ſoul is guilty of, when ſhe falls from the grace of 
in- baptiſm, She renounces. her allegiance to her: king 
ll, and God: ſhe rebels againſt him to follow Satan: ſhe 
to cven drives him from his thrane, which he held Within 


| her; ſhe expells him out of his temple, to make room 


ſor his enemy. She ſets up an idol in the houſe of God 


of which ſhe worſhips in contempt of the living God. 
ed She violates all her ſolemn ,vows ; ſhe: ſacrilegiouſſy 
nt I Profancs, the temple conſecrated to God; ſhe breaks his 
bs | boy covenant; ſhe treads under foot the precious blaod'! 
id f his Song and, As much as lies in her, ſheocrucifies 


1 him 
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him again. O my ſoul, haſt thou had no fhare in 1 


wron 

this guilt? Alas | how early didſt thou fall from thy * 
baptiſmal grace, into the bottomleſs pit of fin, an whole 
miſery ! How quickly didſt thou exchange thy Gol to th) 
for Satan ! Thou waſt ſtrictly bound, in conſequence I happ) 
of thy creation, thy redemption, thy baptiſmal ded. Co 
cation, and the covenant then made in thy name, U Theo, 
turn thyſelf to God, as ſoon as thou waſt capable Wi have. 
of knowing him, and to conſecrate thy whole ſelf hand t 


his love and ſervice for evermore : and inftead of this, tend 
haſt thou not, at thy very firſt coming to the uſe of rea. Wi are t. 
ſon, like the rebel angels, turned away from thy God, ploye 
by running after empty toys, and lying follies prefer. Wl on h 
ably to him, and thinking but little or nothing d datic 
him? | | 

Conclude, if thy conſcience charge thee with this 
guilt, to bewail for the whole remainder of thy life, 
the loſs thou haſt ſuſtained, the miſery thou haſt in- 
curred, the folly and madneſs, the heinouſneſs, and 
enormity of this thy fall from God. And, in order to 
make amends, after the beſt manner thou art capable 
of, endeavour now at leaſt, and for every day and 
hour, thou haſt yet to come, to make a frequent of- 


. —————! f oe CIS, ings ET tr” 


fering of thy whole ſelf, without reſerve, to the love the 
and ſervice of the divine majeſty. rom 
im 

love 

Thurſday after Low-Sunday. othe 

| 5 | bis 

On the theological virtues. | 2. 
Cowen firſt, that, as God is the ſovereign I mes 
fp ſpirit, and the ſovereign truth, fo they that would Bll 7 
offer him an acceptable homage muſt worſhip him in | Ma 
Spirit, and truth: John iv. 24. by joining with the enter. the 
nal adoration, praiſe, prayer and ſacrifice, which is offered ( 
him in the Church of Chriſt, the internal homage of || * 
their heart; and the pure worſhip of the three divine oth 
virtues or faith, hope, and love. Where theſe are ſou 
duly exerciſed, all is well: there God is, and all 


good : but where any one of theſe is wanting, all goes 
7 a wrong; 


/ 
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in al wrong; nothing elſe can ſupply that defect. Em- 
m thy WM brace then, O my ſoul, theſe three virtues, with thy 
; And whole heart and aftection : and they will bring thee 


God 


uence 
dedi. 


e, to 


pable 


elf to 


f rez. 


reler- 


1g of 


1 this 
life, 
t in- 
and 
ler to 
pable 
and 
t of- 
love 


to thy God. There is no other way to heaven and a 
happy eternity, but by faith, hope, and charity. | 

Conſider 2dly, that theſe three virtues are called 
theological and divine, from the immediate relation they 


have to God. They flow from him into our ſouls ; 


and they take our ſouls along with them to him. They 
tend to him as the ſovereign object, with which they 
are taken up, and upon which they are wholly em- 
ployed ; and they are entirely grounded on him, and 
on his divine attributes, as their ſole motive and foun- 
dation. Thus Faith believes in him, as the ſovereign 


truth, and obliges the ſoul to bow down, and to adore. 


him as fuch; and to give an undoubted aſſent, to all 
the truths reavealed by him, becauſe he is the ſove- 
reign truth, who neither can deceive, nor be deceived. 
Thus hope puts her whole truſt in him ; worſhips him 
as the inexhauſtible ſource of all good: and raiſes the 
ſoul to a lively expectation of mercy, grace, and ſal- 
vation from him ; grounding herſelf upon his al- 


mighty power, goodneſs, promiſes, and mercy, and _ 
Thus charity, or di- 


the precious blood of his Son. 
vine /ove, embraces him above all things, worſhips 
him, by offering herſelf and all things elſe to him; 
loves him for his own infinite goodneſs ſake, and all 
others, that are made aſter his image and likeneſs, for 
his ſake. Thus theſe three virtues derive their excel- 
lence, which they have above all others, from this im- 
mediate relation to the ſource of all excellence. O 
my ſou], ſee thou give them the firſt place in thy in- 
ward houſe ; and, continually entertain them there. 
Make them thy favourites; and they will make thee 
the favourite of heaven. 7 

Conſider 3dly, that, to entertain theſe divine virtues 
in the ſoul, we muſt make frequent acts of them: 
otherwiſe they will quickly fade away and die. The 
ſoul that does not often exerciſe her faith, by em- 
ploying her thoughts upon the great truths of God 
Vor. I. wh and 


r Ü  — —  — - 
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and eternity, quickly forgets both God and herſelf. 
and, by forgetting God and herſelf, is expoſed to all man. 
ner of evils. In like manner, where hope is not fre 
quently exerciſed, by the help of prayer and conliders. 
tion, it quickly degenerates into preſumption. And a 
for charity, or love, which is in the nature of a fite 


that is always active, it muſt needs die away, if it be Wl ſe 


not maintained, and kept alive, by frequent exercice 
As the juſt man lives by faith, according to the Scrip- 
ture; 2 he muſt alſo live by hope, and by charity: 

fo that the whole life of a Chriſtian ought to be con: Þ 
tinually influenced by thefe three virtues : which can 
not be, without frequent acts of all the three. And 
this is the ſhorteſt and eaſieſt way to all perfection. 
Conclude to labour to acquire, and to entertain, thee 
divine virtues, by frequent acts of them; and in order 
thereunto to be diligent in the daily exercice of men- 
tal prayer. In this ſchool they are beſt learnt, im- 
proved, and brought to perfection. | 


Friday after Low-Sunday. 
On faith. ">: 0 on 
F NONSIDER firſt, that without faith it it impoſ- 
ile to pleaſe God, Hebr. xi. 6. This virtue is 
the ground-work and firſt foundation of all our good: 
Here we muſt begin the work of our ſalvativn. But 
what is faith? Not, as ſome vainly imagine, a preſump- 
tuous confidence of the remiſſion of our fins, and of 
our juſtification, and eternal beatitude; excluding that 
Humble fear, with which the Chriſtian is taught to 
work out his ſalvation, Philip. ii. 12, Rom: xi. 20. 
But a firm belief of all thofe things that God has any [i 
. ways revealed or promiſed ; a-cloſe adheſion: of the ſoul | 
to all the divine truths, as coming from the eternal 
truth: a firm affent; a bowing down of the ſoul to all 
that God has taught, how much ſoever above our 
com Who, br n — the | 
_ Apoltle, Hebr. xi. 1, is the ſubſlance (that is, the ſtrong W 
Po ob 


/ 
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erſelf. dation) of things to be hoped for : the evidence of things 
11 man. hat are not ſeen. Theſe good. things we hope for, 
ot "fre. theſe tyuths, unſeen, are made as it were viſible to the 
lider. BY foul by faith; ſhe embraces them; ſhe adheres to them, 
And ; wich a ſtrong and undoubted aſſent; ſhe caſts down 
a fte, all proud thoughts and imaginations. that raiſe them- 


it be ſelves up againſt; theſe truths. of God; and ſhe directs 
ercice the whole conduct of her life according to this hea- 
Scrip. venly rule. This is that divine virtue of, faith, to 
arity: ¶ which the apoſtle gives thoſe. great encomiums, Hebr. 
> con- xi. This was it that brought forth ſo. many wonder- 
h can ful fruits in the ancient Saints; and made them the 
And friends and favourites of Gd. 1 Zh 


n. IM Confder 2dly, chat the merit of faith, which makes 


, thee it ſo acceptable to God, conſiſts in this, Yank it pulls 
order I down the pride of man, by captivating, his underſtand- 
men: ing; and obliging it to believe. what it cannot ſee; to 


adore what it cannot conceive ; and to ſubmit to truths 
that it can no ways reach to. Man fell qriginally from 
God, by a proud affectation of a ſuperiour and more 
excellent knowledge than God was pleaſed. to allow 
him, and which might make him like to God, Gen. 
iii. 5. And therefore it has pleaſed his divine majeſty, 
that the firſt and moſt effential ſtep for man to ariſe 


. im- 


| from ſin, and to return to him, ſhould be the humble 
ue is aſſent of divine faith, which makes a ſacrifice 6 
_ what is moſt dear to our pride, that is, of the liberty, 

t 


we are ſo fond of, of thinking as we pleaſe, in all mat- 
ters, without reſtraint: or controul ; and caſts. down, all 
the powers of the ſoul, to worſhip. in the dark truths, 
generally ſpeaking, moſt incomprehenſible to the un- 
derſtanding, - moſt ſhocking to the will, and molt 


and without which we canneitherpleaſchim here, nor be. 
happy with himhereaſter, muſtbe catholic, that is, it mult: 
be univerſal e it muſt extend itſelf to all revealed truths. 
without exception. For as they all equally comefrom God, 
by divine revelation; and are all built upon the ſame. 
: foundation ; are all recommended to our belief þy a 
(aonebn ge X 2 e 


20. humbling to the whole man. N 
* Conſider 3dly; that the faith which God requires of us, 
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fame authority of the church of God; and all ſupported 0 la 
by thoſe ſtrong teſtimonies and evidences, by which ould 
the Scripture and Chriſtianity itſelf are ſupported : em, 


would be calling in queſtion the divine veracity, to d Mine 
pute the truth of any one article duly propoſed by the as 
church; it would be, in effect, the utter loſs of all di. pon! 
vine faith : becauſe it would be believing by humour, truths 
and not by divine authority. Here we may ſay with St, . 
James, chap. ii. 10. He that offends in one point, be. | Ty, 


comes guilty of all : becauſe he is a rebel againſt that 
truth, by which they are all delivered. O] never ſuf- San 
ſer us, dear Lord, to be rebels to thy divine truth; or 2 


proudly to oppoſe our petty reaſonings againſt any part l 
of thy word, or the authority eſtabliſhed by thee | | as d 
Conclude to lay this ſtrong foundation of faith, if pleal 
thou hopeſt to raiſe a ſpiritual building within thee, in au 
which God may chooſe to dwell ; and which may en- his b 
title thee to an everlaſting dwelling with God. To be 
build upon any other Wunde is to build upon ſand. * 
202402 ih 02. 2101 due 

Saturday after Low-Sunday. | vc 
2 | | (1420 bili 
On the grounds of faith. | toge 

CN SIDER firſt, that divine faith is grounded al- wa 
ways upon God's infallible truth : inaſmuch as = 
every aſſent of divine faith is given by the ſoul upon the Mm 
motive of divine revelation : ſhe believes all theſe of 
truths becauſe God has taught them, who'is the truth y 
itſelf, and who cannot deceive, nor be deceived. Who- Fi 
ſoever beheves upon any other motive, and not upon the 5 


teſtimony of God, may have an opinion indeed of hea- 
venly truths, or a human faith concerning them ; but | 
falls ſhort of divine faith ; which wholly builds itſelf 
upon God's truth. And therefore, divine faith carries 
with it a greater and higher degree of certainty,than any 
human ſciences whatſoever : becaufe nothing can be fo 
certain, as that truth itſelf cannot lie; and that what 
God has taught muſt needs be true. See then, m 
ſoul, what kind of aſſent God expects thou * 
5 yie 
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„iel to all the truths he has revealed: he expects thou 
houldſt bow thyſelf down to them, earneſtly embrace 


9 1 oem, and firmly adhere to them, as moſt certain and 
to dif. ne . 
by the Conſider 2dly, that though the only proper motive 
all di pon which a Chriſtian believes, with divine faith, the 
mour truths of religion, be divine revelation, or the word and 
ith 8 teſtimony of God, either contained in the Seriptures, or 
t, 37. N conveyed down by tradition : yet, as this teſtimony, or 
that revelation, firſt delivered to the Saints, muſt come to us 


E ſuf. recommended by ſuch evidences as may be ſufficient to 
convince us that God has ſpoken indeed, and has re- 
vealed theſe truths ; and does require our aſſent to them 
Jas divine; therefore this ſovereign truth has been 
h, if pleaſed to ſet ſuch marks upon all the truths that come 

from him, and has ſtamped them in ſuch manner with 


* his broad ſeal, as may fully ſatisfy all ſincere ſeekers and 
lovers of truth, of their coming indeed from his divine 


majeſty : ſo that it would be un unreaſonable for, 
them not to yield to them that aſſent of faith, which is: 
due to divine truths. Of this nature are all the pro- 
phecies, and miracles, and other arguments of credi- 
bility, upon which the Chriſtian religion is grounded ;, 
together with the innumerable tokens of divine favour, 
which recommend to us that illuſtrious ſociety of the 
catholic church of Chriſt, which: bears teſtimony to the 
divinity of all theſe truths. E | WEE Ys 
Conſider 3dly, by deſcending to particulars, ſome 
of the many ſtrong and weighty arguments and mo- 
tives, that give force to the teſtimony and authority of 


10- 
he this church of Chriſt, conſidered as an illuſtrious ſo- 
a- ciety, bearing witneſs to thoſe truths which ſhe delivers, 


as having received them from God himſelf. This great 
and moſt ancient ſociety is, and has been for 1700 
years, ſpread far and near through all the world: ſhe 
was foreſhewn and foretold long before, by many plain 
and glorious prophecies: ſhe was eſtabliſhed by Chriſt 
and his apoſtles, by ſigns and wonders, and innume- 
rabſe miracles, the gift of tongues, and other gifts of 
the Spirit of God: ſhe was mireculgulty propagytet'n | 

3 me en eiu. 
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a ſhort time, throughout the world; in ſpite of all the op- 
poſition of the whole earth and hell: ſne has been main- 
tained ever ſince by the blood of millions of martyrs; 
and by the faintly and miraculous lives of millions of 
other ſervants of God, in all ages, and in all nations: 
ſhe has been embraced and followed by all the beſt and 
wiſeſt of men; and defended by the moſt godly and 
learned : ſhe has, in fine, all this time, held forth the 
light of God to the whole world, by her conſtantly and 
fervently preaching all holineſs ; by the purity and ſanc- 
tity of her doctrine ; and by the efficacy of it, in the 
converſion of innumerable ſinners; in the withdrawing 


thouſands of all conditions from the broad way of the trat 
world, to a recluſe and penitential life; and in inſpir- fam 
ing.thouſands of her children with a deſire of wholly her 
dedicating themſelves to divine love: ſo that ſhe ſtan 
has, at all times, and in all places, produced many emi- mo 
nent Saints, whoſe whole lives have been ſtanding mi- all 
racles of divine grace, and ſtanding teſtimonies of the anc 


truth of that faith and church which they all profeſſed. gen 
Theſe, and many other arguments and motives of cre- 


dibility, loudly proclaim to all mankind, that the hand ple 
of God, and his truth is, and always has been, with this a / 
:1Huſtrious ſociety of the church of Chriſt: and that the the 
is entirely to be credited in the teſtimony ſhe bears to 6 
the divine revelation of all that ſhe propoſes as matters Ai 


of faith. | tl Avda Vd n 
Conclude with giving thanks to the goodueſs and all- 

wiſe proyidence of the Almighty, who has not only re- 

vealed to his church his heavenly truths, for the healing 


our ſouls from alt their maladies, and bringing them to us 
the very fountain of health and life, which is with him; tl 
but al ſo has given that illuſtrious authority to her, whom | 
he has made the guardian and depoſitary of his truths, l: 
chat, if we are ſincere in ſeeking, we cannot well fail C 
of finding both her, and them. But then remember, a 
that the faith of divine truths, how infallible ſoever, q 
will never bring thee to God, except it be a living 1 
faith that works by charity, in Jeſus Chriſt, Gal. v. 6. 
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Second Sunday after Eaſter. 
On a lively faith. N Webns 
SET. 11 | 5 19010 
C ONSIDER firſt, that the faith,to which the word 
of God gives ſuch high encomiums, and to which 
it attributes all the great things that have been done by 
the ancient Saints, is not a dead faith, like that of the 
devils, or of thoſe wretched fouls, that are ſpiritually 
poſſeſſed by the devils, and who have little or no ſente of 
divine truths; but a lively and active faith, that pene- 
trates into the inwiſible things of God, and makes them 
familiar to the ſoul; that ſets them continually before 
her eyes, in their proper light; and gives them a con- 
{ant influence over every ſtep that is to be taken in her 
mortal pilgrimage. Such a faith as this is the ſource of 
all good to the toul : it keeps her in the remembrance 
and preſence of God: it teaches her to watch dili- 
gently, and to pray fervently ; it encourages her to hope 
and to love; it gives her a horrour for ſin; it com- 
pleatly arms her againſt all her ſpiritual enemies, with 
a ſhield that is proof againſt all their fery darts ; with 
the helmet of ſalvation, and with the ſword of the ſpirits 
(which is the 4vord and truths of God) which puts to 
fight all the legions of hell, when employed againſt 
them, by a lively belief. But where this lively. faith is 
wanting, all goes to wreck, and to ruin. Lord, do theu 
encreaſe our ow and make it lively O grant us this 
true heavenly wiſdom, and all good things will come to 
on along with her: and ſhe will effectually bring us to 
thee. | a 1480 3 
Conſider 2dly, how true it is, that the want of a 
lively faith is the ſource of all the evils that over run 
Chriſtendom. Look into all conditions of Chriſtians, 
and fee how ſim and Satan every where reign; and how 
tew there are, in compariſon, that dedicate themſelves 
in good earneſt. to what ſhould be their only bufinels, 
And whence comes all this? Do not theſe men all 
delten there is a God, and an eternity? Do they 
a not 
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ſin is the broad road to hell? Do they not believe x 
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not all believe that they were made by this God, in 


order to a happy eternity? Do they not believe that 
there is a heaven and a hell? And that living in mortal 


M 


judgment to come; and an all- ſeeing eye ever upon 


them; and that is, one day, to decide their cauſe,” ac-, O 
cording to their works, for life or death everlaſting?) IC 4 
Surely they believe all this, or they are not Chriſtians. Mur et 
But the misfortune is, that their faith of all theſe, and o by 
ſuch like Chriſtian truths, is Julled aſleep, or rather tis W;:(clf 


quite dead: it has no influence on their lives: it puts iſ powe 
little or no reſtraint upon their paſſions and luſts. 80 all he 
that, in reality, 'tis the want of a lively faith, that fills canne 
the Chriſtian world with all forts of crimes, and that good 
continually crowds hell with ſouls. tir with 
Conſider 36ly, that the Chriſtian muſt come at this Wl part, 
lively faith, by deſiring, ſeeking, and heartily praying for ſalva 
it. But the moſt effectual means for arriving at it, is our | 
by ſerious conſiderations and daily meditations. The Wl perfc 
great Chriſtian truths relating to God and eternity, are vine 
very moving, when they are duly weighed and conſi- the 


dered : but they make little or no impreſſion upon her 
worldlings, who live in a perpetual forgetfulneſs of witl 
them. To bring forth a lively faith in the ſoul, they WF bov 
muſt take deep root there. But how ſhall they take her 
deep root, if they are not ſuffered to fink: deep into the vi. 
ſoul by conſideration? Hence the great difference be- in t 
t veen the good and the bad Chriſtian, the Saint and the deil 


ſinner, is, that the one thinks, and the other does not . C57 


think: the one keeps his faith alive by frequently me- ſelf 
ditating on divine truths; the other's faith is dead, and dy 
his whole ſoul is laid waſte, with utter deſolation, be- boi 
cauſe he ſeldom or never thinks in his heart, the 


© Conclude to labour for the acquiring and maintaining 
this lively faith, by praying well, and living well; but 
more eſpecially by thinking toell for, without this, 
thou wilt have little or no ſenſe of God in thy prayer, 
and little or no ſign of God. in thy life. «2 10 Sits: 
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performing the conditions he requires of us. 


every Day in the Year. 2375 
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Monday after the ſecond Sunday. 
err On divine bopzeeGCC. 
ONS ID ER firſt, that hope is alſo a theological, or 


divine virtue, and is no leſs neceſſary than faith to 


our eternal ſalvation. ' As by faith we believe in God, 
Jo by hope we put our whole truſt in him. Faith builds 

Witiclf upon God's truth: hope builds itſelf upon his- 
power, goodneſs, promiſes, and mercy. Faith believes . 


all he teaches, as coming from the ſovereign truth, that. 
cannot deceive, nor be deceived, Hope looks for all 


good from him, as the inexhauſted ſource of all good, 
with an aſſured confidence, that he will not fail, on his 


part, of ſhewing mercy, giving grace, and imparting 
ſalvation to us, thra' Jeſus Chriſt ; if we fail not, on 
our part, of applying to him in a proper manner, and 
This di- 
vine virtue produces many excellent fruits ; it comforts 
the ſoul under al} the afflictions of this life; it ſupports 
her under all her labours; it encourages her to go on 
with vigour in her mortal pilgrimage 3 it raiſes her a- 
bove this miſerable world, and all its toys, and fixes 
her heart in heaven. Tis ſtiled by the Apoſtle, Hehn. 
vi. 19. The anchor of the ſont, ſure and firm (not faſtened 
in the earth, but in heaven) entering in, even within the 
veil, to the true ſanctuary, where our high prieſl Jeſus 
Chriſt is entered for us; and there fixed in God him 
ſelf... O happy anchor, which keeps our ſouls ever ſtea- 
dy in the midſt of all the ſtorms we are liable to, in this 
boiſterous ſea of the world; and by the help of which 
they are raiſed uv to Gd 1 Lt 
Conſider 2dly, that divine hope keeps the golden 
mean between the two extreams, of deſpair on the one 
hand, and preſumption on the other; both of them rec- 
koned amongſt the fins againſt the Holy Ghoſt; be- 
cauſe of their obſtructing, in a particular manner, all 
the motions and graces of this divine Spirit: Deſpair, , 
by wholly giving up the cauſe of God, and the ſoul ; 
| an 


238 MEepiTAarions for | 
and preſumption, by raſhly expecting ſalvation, withoy | 
complying with the neceſſary conditions, or uſing the 
means for it. Deſpair ſhuts out the Holy Ghoſt; by i 
wilfully ſhutting up the gate of prayer, and excluding 
all other means of grace: and preſumption, by ſetting 
up a way to heaven oppoſite to his divine appoint. 
ments; and in which his grace will have. no. ſhare, Wl - 
See, my ſoul, thou fly theſe two rocks, both of then Or 
infinitely injurious to thy God, and deſtructive of di- 

vine hope. Never give thyſelf up to deſpandence, 01 
deſpair: ſeeing thou haſt ſo, good a God; fo rich ig 
mercies towards all that call upon him; who has re. 
deemed thee with the precious blood of his own Son; 
and who has promiſed all good, through him, to all 
ſuch as properly apply for it. But then beware. all 
of the oppoſite extream, of preſuming upon what he 


1ages 
thee t 
cloſe | 


| 7 
© £ 
4 


has not promiſed, or expecting to come tohim, by walk- In 
ing in a way, that leads from him © 
Conſider 3dly, that. divine hope, as well as faith, Wl b.: 
ſerves; very Dag for the arming the ſoul for her ſpiri- N 
tual warfare, and for the overthrowing of all her ene- flo 
mies: becauſe by the means of this virtue, we at (ll bor 
ſtrengthened in the Lord, and in the power of. buy might, He 
Eph. vi. 10, we exchange our own weakneſs, for his all 
almighty ſtrength and power: and having our God vo 


with us, and for us, we run to the combat ſet before us 
with vigour and courage, and fight our way to heaven; 
in ſpite not only of fleſ and blood; but of all the le- 
gions of hell. Ves, my ſoul, put thy whole truſt in 
God, and thou wilt ever be victorious in all thy con- 
flicts: He never forſakes them that put their whole 


truſt in him. Divine hope. never confoundeth; IIis 01 
the helmet of ſalvation, which protects our head againſt fr 
the enemy; by covering it, as it were, with the Divi- - ſy 
nity itſelf; whole divine word and honour” is engaged | 
to ſtand by, and defend all ſuch as put their truſt in a 
him. | | | | As ©1 

Conclude ever to pray and labour for this divine 8 
virtue of hope, the ſweet companion of thy pilgri- b 


every Day in the Year! 239 


without 1age, and ſaſeguard in all dangers, She will teach 
ing the thec to keep cloſe to God; and will engage him to keep 
oſt, by N cloſe to thee. . . rf 
luding | iy9 | | 
pow, Tugſday after the ſecond Sunday. 
In * On joining a diſtruſt in ourſelves with confidence 
of di. | 1 ä 
e | | 

ch 1 F ONSIDE R firſt, that in order to ſucceed in the 
ard ſpiritual warfare, an entire diſtruſt in ourſelves 
Son! muſt go hand in hand with our confidence in God. 
to: For if we build, in the leaſt, upon our own ſtrength, 
* alt we build upon a ſandy bottom ; and our houſe will 
at he certainly fall, at the firſt ſhock of trial or temptation, 
val. Thewiſeman builds his houſe upon a rock: (St. Matthew 


vii. 24.) and it is proof againſt all ſtorms and floods: 
But the fooliſh man builds his houſe upon the ſand 
without a foundation; and when the rains fall, and the 
floods riſe, and the winds blow, and beat againſt that 
houſe, it preſently falls: and great is the fall thereof. 
He that entirely truſts in God, and not in himſelf, 
is a wiſe man, and builds upon a rock, which can ne- 


his | 
Tod ver fail him. But he that puts the leaſt confidence in 
e Us himſelf, is a fooliſh man; becauſe the bottom he builds 
en; upon is mere ſand, that cannot ſupport the leaſt weight. 


Curſed is the man, faith the prophet, (Jerem. xvii. 5.) 
that trufteth in man, and whoſe heart departeth from the 
Lord :. which curſe falls upon all ſuch as truſt in the 
ſtrength of their own reſolutions z or in any power, 
or ability of their own. They perfectly drive away 
from them the grace of God, by their pride and pre- 
ſumption. 5 3 

Conſider 2dly, that as God's honour is engaged to 
ſtand by them, that put their whole truſt in him, and 
to aſſiſt them with his moſt powerful and effectual 
graces: ſo he is, in a manner, obliged to oppoſe 
and reſiſt all ſuch ſacrilegious wretches as would rob 
him. of his glory, by aſcribing any good to themſelves ; 
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or;expecting any good from, themſelvesg org from tei 
on ſtrength. And are not all they guilty of this ſack, 
legious preſumption, who in their undertakings or g 
ſolutions, build upon themſelves, inſtead of bulldig 
upon God; or, at leaſt, divide their confidence —— | 
themſelves Ind God; and ſo would make themſeha 
partners at leaſt in his glory? See, my ſoul, thou new 
be guilty of any ſuch extravagance and madneſs. WI 
what greater madneſs can there be, than for men 
weaknels and nothing, a miſerable ſinful nothing, u 
preſume of itſelf, and of its on ſtrength! what great 
extravagance than for man to put himſelf in the plac 
of God ; 3 Or to attribute to himſelf what can only be 
the work of God! Good God, deliver us bam a 
ſuch extravagant madneſs! 

Conſider 3dly, that one of the: principal "ks 
why many Chriſtians, that otherwiſe ſeem to be, men 
of good will, make little or no progreſs in the Way d 
God; and why numbers of others, after xepeated 2 
ſeſſions, and (as the imagine) ſtrong pw 1 
nouncing their ſinfu habits; {till pats Fg (mh ity Ll 
the- vomit, by relapſing into, the: ſame ſins z. an 
often dye in their ſins;; is becauſe they truſt tao 15 
to themſelves, ag to their own reſolutions; and ae 
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| every” Day in the' Year. 24 
remember thou haſt not half that virtue and love of 
3od, which St. Peter had! and yet, alas! a ſecret 
onfidence in his own reſolutions, betrayed him into 
hat grievous crime of denying his Lord. | f 

Coneclude fo to hope for all good from God; as to be 
oer miſtruſtful of thyſelf: andſtherefore, as the apoſtle 
j :dmoniſhes, to work out thy ſalvation with fear, and 
1 rembling, Philip. ii. 12. * N 


Wedneſday after the ſecond Sunday. 


On the Lord's prayer. | 


s ONSIDER firſt, that divine hope cannot lie 
; idle in the ſoul; nor ſuffer her to be idle; but 
C exerciſes the ſoul in prayer; as the great means of ob- 
WJ taining all the good ſhe hopes for. Now all the good 
"" WE thatwe are to hope and pray for, is marked out to us by 
or Lord; and comprized in a very few words, in that 

excellent er, which he has taught us, commonly 
called, The Lords prayer. Here, in ſeven ſhort pe- 
titions, we pray for all that we are any ways authorized 
by the word of God to hope for, for our ſelves, or 
for our oy” 012m for body, or foul; for time or 
eternity. Here we are taught to make acts of all the 
moſt neceſſary virtues, of faith, hope, love of God, con- 
formity to his bleſſed will, charity for our neighbours, 
forpiveneſs of injuries, and repentance for our fins. 
Here: we daily make a ſpiritual communion, ' by a- 
ſpiring after the bread of life. O the excellence of 
this 1 prayer: ſo ſhort in words, that the 
meaneſt capacity may eaſily learn it: and ſo copious 
in its contents, that they might fill whole volumes 
And what a pity that the generality of Chriſtians, 
ſhould run over this admirable prayer, with ſo little 
ſenſe of what they are laying; and with diſpoſitions ſo 
oppoſite to the import of thoſe ſacred petitions | __._ 
Conſider 2dly, that, in the beginning of this divine 
prayer, we call God our Father: and we are authorized 
to call bim fo by the Son of God himſelf, Stand aſto- 
"bo þ + niſhed, 
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my ſoul, at this high favour : what greater dignity 
can any creature be raiſed to, than to be called, andy 
be a child of God; to have him for our Father, who 
made heaven and earth; and who fills heaven and 
earth with his infinite majeſty? O my ſoul, ſee thou 
never degenerate from this dignity of à child d 
God, by behaving thyſelf awd of ſuch à Fx 
ther. See thou never more make thyſelf a flaw 
to ſin, or Satan; O child of heaven, lie no longer 
groveling in the mire of the earth. In this prayer we 
are taught to addreſs ourſelves to our Father, who i 
in heaven: to the end, that we may reflect whither 
we are to direct our thoughts, when we pray: and 
that we may not ſuffer any attach to the things of 
the earth, by love and affeRions, to hinder them from 
freely flying up to heaven. My ſoul, where are thy 
thoughts in the time of prayer ? Do no irregular affec- 
tions chain them down to the earth, when they ought 
to be in heaven? J F 
. Conſider 3dly, what encouragement it ought to be 
to a Chriſtian, when he goes to his prayers, to te- 
member that he is preſenting his'petitions to his Father, 
and to ſuch a Father; who has an incomparable love 
for his children; who -encourages them to -aſk; who 
teaches them, in this excellent prayer, what they are to 
aſk for; who has frequently promiſed to grant them 
what they aſk, provided it be good for them; and whole 
power, riches, bounty, and mercy, are all equally in- 
finite. O] Tet this title of our Father, which we 
give to God, in the Lord's prayer, raiſe our hopes in 
him; let it inflame our hearts with love for f6' amiable 
a Father; let it beſpeak a reverential awe, a filial feat 
of offending ſuch a parent; and an earneſt deſire of 


N 
: 
0 
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being ever a dutiful and obedient child. 
Conclude ever to eſteem and love this divine prayer 


and daily to uſe it with a ſerious attention, and ſuitable 
devotion. 242 7 } ; . $5, 0 8 2 rennen 


* 
+ 
4 ” 
Denne 


, 


1 
ITT 14 Fad } ae 4c Af: x7 ; * 
p +> a4 + a = » of £ 843 1081 4 i4 Th 4 
3 ur 


& N & V , . a 9 45 — 44 1 

8 * S3 * , — 7 : þ » 4 1 

1 7 * * — —— 0 — R + 1 1 11415. wo n . Li 
n — * f N 


N [day 


every Day in ihe Year. 243 


Thurſday after the ſecond Sunday. 
on, Hallowed be thy name. 5 


1. FYONSIDER, that the firſt petition of the 
Lord's prayer is contained ir theſe words: Hal- 
owed be thy name: that is, may thy name be ever 


dignity | 
and ty i 
„ who 
en and 
e thou 


he 
a Fa. 


fav if 24 1 
"* B21: [ed and praiſed, honoured and glorified. This petition 
| "i 1150 che fel place in the Lord's prayer, as its un- 
% doubted right: becauſe the firſt and principal duty of 
ſ 


hich. iN Chriſtian, is to love his God, with his whole heart, 


and 


1s of 


from 
e thy 
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ought 


to be 


re- 
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love 
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and foul: and therefore, the firſt and principal thing he 
ought to deſire and pray for, is the greater honour and 


Welory of God. His love for his God makes him re- 
Voice, to think that he is, in himſelf, infinitely happp 
and glorious; and will be] fo for all eternity; and 


that he is, and will be eternally adored, praiſed, and 
glorified by all his Angels and Saints, But then it 
grieves him to think, how little this infinite goodneſs 
is known, in this miſerable world; how little this 
great object of his love, is loved here below; how little 
he is honoured, praiſed and. glorified, by theſe very” 
ſouls of ours, made by him, and for him; and which 
can never be happy, but in the love and enjoyment of 
him. And therefore the intent of this petition is to 
remedy, ſo great an evil; by earneſtly begging of the 
ſovereign Good the ſource of all grace and good, that 
he would glorify his own moſt ſacred name in us, by 
effectually teaching us to love, ſerve, and glorify him. 

Conſider 2dly, that this petition contains an act of 
divine love, even of perfect charity and benevolence, in- 
aſmuch as it expreſſes the longing defires of the ſqul for 
the greater honour, praiſe, and glory of her maker, as 
the only good ſhe can wiſh, or procure, to his infinite 
majeſty. , It contains alſo an act of the moſt perfect 
charity for herſelf ; becauſe, in praying that Gods name 
may be glorified in all, and by all, ſhe deſires, in the 
firſt place, that it may be glorified in herſelf, and by 
herſelf; now what greater good can ſhe wiſh, or pro- 


22 cure 
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cure for herſelf, than that God may be ever glorißet 

in her, and by her; and that her whole being may 

be ever conſecrated to his glory, for time and eternity: M 
And as the moſt perfect act of charity for our neigh. i 

bours, is that by which we labour toprocure theirgreatet 


good; and the like good as we defire for ourſelves: whill 0 
by this petition, we dedicate our whole ſelves to the MY - 
divine glory; we do as much for our neighbours alfy, 4 holy 
by praying that God's name may be ſanctified in then three 
all, and by them all, both now, and for ever. An of K 
this love we here exerciſe, both with regard to our Chr! 
ſelves, and to our neighbours, is pure and perfet ll 
Charity: becauſe God is both the beginning and the e 
end of it: inaſmuch as we love both ourſelves and our. WR #5. * 
neighbours, with relation to the greater glory of God Nr) 
Thus divine charity, in all its branches, is exerciſed in hre 
this firſt petition. ; am 
Conſider 3dly, that, in praying for the hallowing, or and 
fanctifying, of the name of God, we pray, in effect, for te! 
the ſanctification of the whole world: that the know- | the 
ledge of the true and living God, and of his Son Jeſus NItK 

_ Chriſt, may be ſpread over all the earth: that al ſin 
vations may ſerve him; all tongues may praiſe him; | a K 
and all hearts may love him: in a word, that all men ber 
upon earth may be Saints; and may be all happily 8 * 
united in publiſhing the glory of God's name; not he: 
merely by their words, but much more by their lives. dif 
For this is the moſt perfect way of ſanctifying the name '*? 
of God. See then, my ſoul, the vaſt extent of this peti- ll 
tion, by which we pray for all glory to God; and for ta] 
all good to man, both for here, and hereafter : and let W. 
thy heart go along with thy tongue, as often as thou IC 
Conclude to let this earneſt defire of the greater al 
glory of God in all things, be ever the predominant ll K 
paſſion of thy heart, and he will glorify thee for all 01 
ö | tl 
1 e nn 218 {1 Ebi rn ih e 1 10 
299 int en, ae. a ieee n Friday | I. 
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ads ole £395 S0 + YE ome ; ITHIYY aft ,y15 1 11 2 
Friday after the ſecond Sunday. 
y kingdom cm.. 


ray, for the | kingdom of Ged. Now we find in 


4 holy writ, that the kingdom of God is underſtood in 


three different ways. Firſt, of the eternal kingdom- 


Chriſt, in his church, upon earth, 3dly, of the myſtical 
kingdom of God, in our ſouls, according to that of 
our Saviour (St. Luke xvii. 21.) The kingdom of God 
15 within you, And in this petition, thy kingdom come, WE 
pray for the kingdom of God, according to all theſe 
three acceptations of his kingdom. See, my ſoul, how 
ample, and extenſive this petition is, and how noble 
and ſublime thoſe things are, which thou art here taught 
to petition for. Stand aſtoniſhed that a poor worm of 
che earth, extracted from nothing, and, which is inf 
nitely more humhling, taken up from the dunghil of 
fin and corruption, ſhould be authorized to aſpire after 
a kingdom; even an eternal kingdom z to live and reign 
for endleſs ages, with the living God. Vet this We 
are here taught to pray for; with an aſſurance of heing 
heard, if we pray as we ought, from him who has the 
diſpoſing of this Kingdom. And this is one part of the 
import of this petition: and contains an actof divine hopę. 
Conſider 2dly, that as the kingdom of God is often 
taken in the ſcriptures to ſignify that ſpiritual kingdom, 
which Chriſt came to eſtabliſh upon earth J and his 
reign in his church; in whigh be is both king," and 


prieſt, forever: fo, in this petition, We arè alſs, to 191 
an ese nppn the propggation, and .exaltagion, or es 


kingdom af Chriſt; by earneſtly beoging, that the reign 


of Satan, and of fm, may have 2n,end.;; that all. in- 
hdels may be enlightened by the light of the | opel: 
that all hereſies, ſchiſms, errors, and abuſes, may be 


rooted out: th all vices, and ſcandals may be abo- 


: luney amongſt Chriſtians : and that divine faith, hope, 


W 3 and 


4 
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and charity, with all other virtues, may reign both in 
all the paſtor's of God's church, andꝭ in all the: people 
of God. 80 that here is alſo exerciſed an act of per- 
fect love; both with relation to God, by defiring that 
wis kingdom, his grace, and his truth, may: be victorious, 
over all the world: and with lation to alh mankind, 
byrpraying that all men may be ſubdued to that happy 
opens! and may be true e ad Faithful ſubjects, to tn 
great | 
1 Oonſider zaly, chat, as true charity ſhould begin 
at home, we are particularly to have in view, in this 
petition, the eftabliſhment of the kingdom of God in 
our own ſquls: by heartily deſiring, and earneſtly pray- 
ing; that God may come to us, a = take full rafft han a 
out ſouls, by bis grace; that he may ſet up his throne 
within us, and reign without controul, and without ri- 
val, in our hearts: that he may ſuppreſs all rebellions 
there, ſubdue! all our paſſions, and make our whole 
interiour his own; by giving us a ſtrong and perfect 
love for him. O bleſſed kingdom of divine love: When 
wilt thau come to me? When ſhalt thou be eſtabliſbed 
in my ſoul? When ſhall thy ſacred flames conſume in 
me all that is any ways diſpleaſing to m God; or 
tine dares to rebel againſt tim #5: „ 

Conclude to make it thy buſineſs to leek, in the buſt, 
place, this' kingdom of God, by procuring his juſtice | 
in thy ſoul; and, as he has promiſed, nothing elſe ſþa)] 4 1 
be; wanting to thee: God mult firſt be king in thy 1 


ſoul here, if thou ever done _ arrive at yd Sauen WI 
Kingdom bertaſter. rao þ > Thin 3% we 
; [1s TW ob AC) bo 

Saturday, after hs PR NY Willa. * 
dy 

64 will be done in Ei#th, as it is in Haben. f 
ON 81 D ER-firſt „that, im this third petition, the 0 
ſoul embraces, with all her heart, the holy will of 15 
Goa; ' earneſtly deſiring and praying that both ſhie k 
herſelf, and every ſoul upon earth, may ever be, both a * 


faithful ſervant, and a true lover of the divine will; even n 


48 


this perfect conformity to the will of God; 
Gods holy will may be everdone; both in us, and byus. 
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as che Saints and Angels are in heaven; who are fo 
abſorpt in the love of God, that they hab no other 
will, but the will of God. 80 that this penition, 
like the: two former, contains an act of divine love, 
A love of -benevolence, to God: inaſmuch as the ſoul 
hero deſires to give all to God; and to bring both 
her own will, and all other wills, to him; that all 
embrace; bow down, and adore, love, ſerve, 4 
obey, the ſacred will of God; and conform to it in 
all things. And a love of the moſt perfect charity to 
ourſelves, and to our neighbours; in deſiring and pro- 
curing for ourſelves and them ſo 1 
d; and that 


Conſider adly, how juſt it is that we ſhould ever 
adhere to the holy will of God, and pray with all our 
hearts, that his holy will may be done in alli things. 
The will of God is always good, is always wiſe, is 


always right, and equitable, is always beautiful: and 
therefore we ought always to embrace it, and love it. 
He perfectly knows what is beſt; and what is beſt 
for us; and if we will leave ourſelves in his hands, 
he will certainly order all things for the beſt: andithere- 


fore 'tis our wiſeſt way, if we love ourſelves, to give 


ourſelves up to his holy will.) The will of God is 


all powerful „ and muſt take place; and therefore tis 
a madneſs'to' ſet ourſelves againſt hib almighty wilt; 


{ſerves ſot nothing but to make us miſerable! Tie 
will of God, in effect, is God himſelf: and therefore 


we muſt ever ſubmit, and obey it; we muſt always 
bow down and adore this ſacred will, 

Conſider Zaly, that the will of God ought, to be, the 
Chriſtian's rule in all things. In all our deliberations, 
whether with regard to temporals or ſpirituals, we ought 
firſt to conſult the holy will of God, crying out to him, 


with the convert St. Paul, Ads ix. 6. Lord what” wilt 
uu hade me to do And this with a ſincere deſire to 
know, and a perte& readineſs: of mind to follow His 
with; which ever way he is pleaſed to order; or direct: 


not ſetking that his will mould bend to our, but that 


Curs 
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May ever conform to his. Ang as, in all our do- 
inge, r of our knowledge and power, 
follow the will of God; fo, in all! our ſufferings; we 
myſt reſign and ſubmit ourſelves to his bleſſed MI ; uf. 
ſuring® var{elves; that nothing happens to us lin this 
kind, but by the appointment of heaven, and that alk 
caties from the hand of him that knows At ls beſt, 
becauſe he is infinitely wiſe; and ſends what is for the 
beſt, becauſe he is infinitely good, and good to us. 
Conclude ever to recite this third petition of the 
Lord's prayer, with theſe diſpoſitions of the love of God 
and of his holy will; and of a perfect conformity mal} 
things to his holy will. We read of a ſervantof Got 
Gregory Lopez] that for ſome years, at every breath, 


repeated this petition, Thy-will be done an earth, ab if is 


14 Ae ail 


py. ſentiments 1 


Third Sunday after | Enafter, ©" 8 
Cive us this day our daily bread, © 


82 N SIDE R firſt, that, after ſecking in the three 
firſt petitions, the greater glory of the name of 
God, the propagation of his kingdom, and the execu- 
tion of his will, both in heaven and in earth; we are 
taught, in the fourth petition, to pray for all neceſſaries 
for ourſelves, both for ſoul; and body; under the 
name of our dailj bread; which we here beg far 7076 
ſhort! day of our mortal life, in order to ſupport. us, 
im our pilgrimage, through the wilderneſs of this 
world, till we come to our true country, and, fo the 
happy day of everlaſting light, ang, life, in- the, hear 
vonly kingdom of out Father. As to the things of this 
world; we pray for them, with more. indifference, as 
for cthimgs of leſſer conſaquence; and which, if we 
ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God and his, juſtige,,z or 
Fatheriibas promiſed to furniſh. us with, vig, a8 ff N 
he ſhall ſee expedient for us: and, We. gr or than 
for to day, being forbidden to be ſollicitous for them, 
dn for 


c 


in hzzven. O that we could always be ih thelike hap- 
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for 10 merr0w. But what we are here more earneſt] 


to pray for, is, the bread which is to ſupport the ſpi- 
ritual life of our ſouls; viz. the grace of God, the. 


| word of God, and the holy ſacraments. And this we 


beg both for ourſelves, and for all the world, from the 
great paſtor of ſouls. 

Confider 2dly, that the holy fathers expound this 
vetition, as meant in particular, of the bread of 4 tife, 
which we receive in the bleſſed euchariſt, the 
ſood, nouriſhment, ſtrength, and life of our ſouls. 
This bread is the facred body, and blood, of Jeſus 
Chriſt, the Son of God : Who calls bimſelf the 55 
bread which came down from heaven, St. Jahn vi. 
and aſſures us, that he that eateth of this bread ball li 
00 and that the bread which he will give is bis 

Jef, far the life of the world, v. 52. This is here ſtiled 
our daily bread ; becauſe given us, for this our day of 
lie; and given to be our daily ſupport; by our par- 
taking of it, either really, or ſpiritually, every day. 
O! my foul, ever aſpire after this heavenly bread, the 
ſource of all grace, and true life. Admire and adore 
the incomprehenſible ways, by which thy God. ſeeks 
to communicate himſelf to thee ; and fee thou corfey- 
ſpond with his goodneſs, and love, by running e 
him, and giving thy whole ſelf to him. 

Conſider 3dly, that the beſt way to anſwer the 
principal intent of this petition, is by making à ſpi- 
ritual communion (as often as we repeat thoſe words, 
give tes this day our daily bread) by a lively: faith, and 
hope in Jeſus Chriſt,” the true bread of life; by. - 
ſpiring after him, by love, and deſire; and by inviting 
him to come, and to take full polſeſion of our ſouls 3 
and to unite them to himſelf, for time and eternity. 
Happy thoſe ſouls that frequently i in the day commu» 


nicate in this _— P N „ how 

Conclude to pray for y daily bread in ſuck manner 
as to have ever princi ally in view this bread of life; 
and to labour e partake of it hom 1 bevy * 
8 communion. - 2 
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Monday after the third Sunday. 
Ar Babt / | 1 | 


Fargive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that 
treſpaſs againſt us, $8 


YONSIDER: fiſt, that, in this, fifth petition, our 
Lord has furniſhed us with a daily remedy for 
thoſe many evils into which we daily fall. Me all of- 
Fend in many thing, James iii. 2. and not a day paſſes, 
in which we are not contracting freſh debts to our great 
maſter; either by omiſſion, or commiſſion, in thought, 
word, or deed. Therefore we 'ought daily to ſue for a 
diſcharge, and to call for mercy and forgiveneſs, with a 
truly penitent heart; and this is the deſign of this peti- 
tion of the Lord's prayer: which, when recited with 
fervour, readily: obtains the remiſſion of theſe daily debts, 
and reinſtates us in the good graces” of our maſter. 
Theſe leſſer faults, into which we daily fall, if neglect- 
ed, and ſuffered to grow, and multiply upon us, are of 
Worſe conſequenot to our ſouls than we can well ima- 
ging: the water that comes into the, ſhip by ſmall 
chindts, if not daiſy pumped out, may, in time, encreaſe 
in tuch manner as to ſmk the veſſel. That the like may. 
neuer happen to our ſouls, we mult be daily repenting 
for theſe daily fins ; and offering up daily for them the 
ſacrifice of a contrite and humble heart, as often as we 
repeat this petition of the Lord's prayer. N 


MzD1TATIONS for 


„Conſider 2dly, that, beſides the obligation of daily 


labouring to procure the diſcharge of theſe daily debts, 
weumutt ſec if we hive not reaſon to apprehend a more 
heavy load of debt, lying upon our ſouls, on account of 
our paſt ins; more eſpecially if, in any part of our life, 
we have lived in mortal ſin. Alas! the load of ſuch 
debts as theſe is immenſe, a ſum of ten thouſand talents, 
which we are utterly unable to diſcharge of ourſelves; 
and whether our repentance has been fufficient to apply 

to our ſouls the diſcharge purchaſed by the blood of 
Chriſt, we cannot tell. And, therefore, our beſt ſecu- 
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rity is to be always repenting for our paſt ſins; and to 
6e daily of God, to forgive us ate ſing vfour yeuth 
and our ignorances; to cleanſe us from our hidden fins ; 
and to, be merciful' to us, with regard to the fins we 
may have any ways occaſioned in others. And with this 
penitential ſpirit, for all our paſt fins, known or un- 
known, we ought to recite this petition of the Lord's 
prayer; and, with it, __— prefent ourſelves, like Mag- 
dalene, at the feet of our Redeemer, imploring his mer- 
cy, both for ourfelves, and for all poor finners. 8 
Conſider 3dly, that, in this petition, we beg of God 
to forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſ- 
paſs ugainft us. Which words were added by our Lord, 
to put us in mind, that we muſt not look for fargive- 
nels from God of the offences we commit againſt him, 
if we don't forgive, from our hearts, the offences which 
our neighbours commit againſt us, See, Chriſtians, 
how much our Lord takes to heart our forgiving'© 
another, and loving our very enemies; fince, not con- 
tent with frequently inculcating this duty on all other 
occaſions, he was pleaſed to infert it in the very prayer 
he would have us daily to fay, to the end we miphtne- 
ver forget it. Let us then examine well our Apeft. 
tions in this regard; and lay afide all rancour and ani> 
moſity againſt our neighbours, when we go to ſue for 
mercy from God: otherwiſe we ſhall never obtain the 
mercy we aſk. | | 2 
Conclude to take occaſion, from this petition of the 
Lord's prayer, to practiſe daily theſe three leflong : firſt, 
of a hearty repentance for thy daily fins: 2dly, of * 
renewing thy forrow and contrition for thy paſt of- 
fences : and laſtly, of daily exerciſing charity and mer- 
cy, in forgiving from thy heart, all that have 
thee. "TO | FS 
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ANONSIDER firſt, that, after begging of our Lord, 
in the foregoing petition, the forgiveneſs of the ſing 

we have already committed, we here beg of him to pre- 
ſerve us from relapſing into any of our . offences, 
or being ever any more guilty of wilſul ſin. The true 
penitent abhors the monſter ſin, beyond all other evils 
whatſoever ; and therefore he is not content with ſeek- 
ing the remiſſion of all his offences, but is ever ſolici- 
tous to avoid the like evils for the time to come: and, 
therefore, he flies the occaſions of them; ſeeks to keep 
dout of all dangerous temptations; and being ſenſible of 
his own weakneſs, he is earneſt in prayer, to beg of 
God to ſtand by him; and to help him to overcome all 
the enemies of his ſoul; and rather to let him die 2 
thouſand deaths, than to commit any one wilful ſin, 
And this is the principal meaning of this petition, Lead 
us nat into temptation : which ought to be recited by all 
Chriſtians, with theſe diſpoſitions of a great horrour of 
fin, and a moſt earneſt defire to be ever preſerved from 


W 2.47 44; | | 
Conſider 2dly, in what ſenſe we here beg of God rt 
to lead us into temptation ; ſince, as St. James ſays, 
chap. i. 13; God is not a tempter of evils; and he tent- 
erh no man viz. fo as t incite, allure, or provoke te 
| fin. No certainly: ſuch temptations as theſe cannot 
be from God, who is eſſentially good, and ever abhors 
ſin; but they are ſrom the world, the fleſh and the de- 
vil t yet as theſe never have power to tempt us, bu: 
with God's permiſſion, nor ſtrength to overcome us, biit 
when we neglect to apply, in a proper manner, to Go 
for his grace; therefore, we make uſe of this expreſſion, 
to ſignify our total dependance on God ; — to beg 
that he would not give the enemy any power over us, 
nor ſuffer us to give ourſelves up to him. Moreover, 
as thoſe trials, which God often ſends for EG 
0 


— 
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of our je and for the proof of our fidelity, are alſo in 
Scriptur ed temptations s ſuch 28 a ions, croſſes, 
pain G Kordon Jod is certainly Nie Nerd 
tributer: we beg of him, by theſe Weeds, Lead us not 
into temptation, that, with relation to all ſuch trials as 
theſe} he would ever have regard'to-our-weiknefs, à 0 
never lay upon us any load above our ſtrength- 
Conſider 3dly,” with regard to temptations, 
are no fins to us, if we give no way to them, nor bring 
them upon us by our own fault, So far from it, that 
they are often the occaſions of very great good to our 
ſouls; by obliging us to watch and to pray the more, 
from the ſenſe of our danget; by * ing us humble; 
and by affording us the opportunity gainiig as many 
victories, and conſequently as many glorious crowyns for 
all eternity, as we have had conflicts wigh- the:enemy; 
by occaſion of temprations; Wherefore: it is not the 
meaning of this petition, to pray that we may never 
bays, any temptation; (for this might not be expeiient 
fot us but that we may never yield ta temꝑtatioſ Nut 
as. for Werler int or Haliring temptations, it wald be 
. a raflineſs t weak e more eſpecia 
| regard to e inſt purity, it: for 
Pic x: ſtect them; or, without — 
e one's ſelf to them. Chriſtians, let us learn to arm 
| ouch for this warfare wirh the armour of cha gel * 
oc, ae lively faith: let us ſtand | her to 
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'14 , FE | | , | | 2 Ings O 
* Wedneſday after the third Sunday. own 
| | j 10 Deli ver us from evil. \ _ 
| | i \ONSIDER fiſt, that this petition is near a- that 
| kin to the two foregoing petitions ;' inaſmuch as any, 1] 
dae main drift of the former o them was to deliver us Co 
1 from the evil of our paſt ſins; and of the latter to keep and h 
i us from the evil of fin, for the time to come; and this, be elt 
mn general, begs to be delivered from all evil, paſt, pre- ry id 
1 ſent, or to come. Now, of all theſe evils, fi jo tis ent ſi 
1 | me. Now, of evils, fin is not on- 1 
# 4 the greateſt, but is, in ſome ſenſe, the only thing that than 
1 eſerves to be called evil: becauſe al} other things, that of the 
it we call evils, are either the conlequences.of ſin, of ceaſe and i 
144 to be real evils, when not accompanied with ſin. 80 of pu 
til that the main buſineſs of this petition is to beg of God done 
I that he would deliver us from all fin, paſt, preſent, or thou 
Is: to come; from all the conſequences of ſin, and the pu- comp 
14 niſhments which our-ſins have deſerved ;' from the fla- foul ; 
0 very of our paſſions and ſinful habits; and from the thy u. 
| tyranny and poſſeſſion of the evil one, who has the do- the v 
5 minion over all wilful ſinners. Good God, for thy evil. 
ll DALY ſake, and through the precious blood of thy Son, the fi 
our Redeemer, deliver us from all theſe dreadful evils! over 
70 Conſider 2dly by deſcending into particulars, all and ſi 
that ſcenz of numberlefs evils, to which we are Jiable, on and t 
aecount of ſin, in this miſerable world; and from which RA 
once 


* 
. 


We here pray, to be delivered by the merdy'of God": i 905 
lach as all publick, calamities, wars, plagues, ſamines, I ud 


8 F more dep! | 
ſies, ſchiſms, perſecutions of the church, errors,” 4 


words, and actions, of the children of this 
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ings of another world; the judgment and ſentence cf 
eternal damnation ; and the ſecond death of a miſe- 
rable eternity. And do not ſo many and ſuch lamen- 
table evils well deſerve that we ſhould continually pray, 
that God in his. mercy would deliver us all from having 


- 


any thare.in them? 
Conſider. 39ly, as to thyſelf in particular, how nt: 
and how. great evils thou haſt reaſon to apprehend, to 
be either actually upon thee, or to threaten thee on eye- 
ry ſide. Reflect on the multitude of thy paſt and pre- 
ſent fins, infinitely more numerous, and more enormous 
than thou imagineſt; the uncertainty of the forgiveneſs 
of them; becauie of the uncertainty, the weakneſs, 
and inconſtancy of thy repentance ;; the dreadful debt 
of puniſhmerit due to thy fins, and how little thou haft 
done towards the diſcharge of it; the vices and paſſions 
thou art daily ſubject to; the many enemics that en- 
compaſs thee, and are continually Jaying ſnares for th 
foul ; the corruption of thy own heart, the blindneſs of 
thy underſtanding, thy weaknels in all that is good, and 
the violence of thy. concupiſcence, and inclinations tv 
evil. Then ſce what thou haſt to apprehend of evil for 
the future, from the judgments of God, ever hanging 
over the head of impenitent ſinners; from the malice 
and ſubtilty of thy enemies, ever N ruin'7 
and the hold thou giveſt them by thy paſſions, àtid that 
unhappy ſelf-love which keeps a continual correſport- 
dence, with them; laſtly, from that miferable death; 
judgment, and hell, which are the portion of all who; 
by occaſion of mortal ſin unrepented of, fall into the 
hands, of the living God: and thou wilt be convincet 
of the neceſſity of thy continually crying'out to thy*6n- 
ly, Redeemer : Deliver us from evil. Amen. 
Conclude to embrace humble and ferverit Prayer, 25 
the ſovereign means to be delivered from all evils,” paſt, 
preſent, or to come: and as theſe evils continually 
threaten thee, ſo let thy prayer alſo be in ſome meaſure 
continual. | RE U N j RA 10 71 a . N A 


7 - * 1 „ 1 
* 14 ia " , , 8 4 - : , 6: | 
An 16 UID 203 i OJ. 74 2 Gan iin F (25. 4 TB Red: 1 


259 


' Thurſday after the third Sunday. 
| On morning prayer. An 


Die SIDER firſt, that every ſervant. of God 
cougzht to begin the day with the worſhip of God, 
and to give. his heart, as the wiſe man ſays, Eccluſ. 
XXxIix. ©, to reſert early to the Lord that made him; and 
to pour forth his prayer in the /ight of the Mr? High. 
The manna of heaven melted away, and. was loſt, if 
the people of God did nat get up before the ſun to ga- 
ther it: that it might be known to all men, ſays. Solo- 
mon, M iſdom, xvi. 28, that we muſt prevent ibe ſun to 
bleſs God, and worſhip him at the dawning of the light. 
O God my. God, ſays the royal prophet, P/. Ixii. To thee 
ds I watch at bret of day. My ſoul, fee thou never 
neglect this morning worſhip of thy God. Let not the 
devil xun away with thy firſt thoughts: but give them 
to God, by a pure and perfect offering of thy whole 
ſelf to his loye and ſervice, for that day, and for all eter- 
nity: and whillt thou art riſing and dreſſing thyſelf, 
keep: thyſelf in his company, and ſpeak to him. 
Conſider adly, what are the particular acts of virtue 
and religion, that ought; to be the ingredients of thy 
morning prayer, viz. 1. An act of adoration of the infinite 
majeſty of God, and of hamage to him;by bowing down 
both body and ſoul to worſhip him with all thy powers, 
as thy firſt beginning, and thy laſt end; and to acknow- 
ledge his abſolute ſovereignty, and thy total dependance 
on him. 2. An act of than#/giving tor all his benefits in 
general, and in particular, to thee and to all the 
world: for creation, preſervation, redemption, vocation 
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to the true faith, &c. as alſo for his eternal love, and, in 


conſequence of this love, his bringing thee to the begin-. 

ning of this new day, in order to bring thee forward to. 

the happ 

all thy 5 

cere reſòſtition of renouncing them al 

An offering of all thy thoughts, words, and actions o | 
| 51 | the 
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day of eternity. 3. An act of contrition, for 
ingratitude, and for all thy fins, with a ſin- 
for the ſuture. 4. ' 
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day, to the honour and glory of God ; and of thy whole 
ſoul, to be employed in loving and ferving him. 5. An 
humble and fervent ſupplication, to beg the grace of 
God, and his bleſſing, for.thyſelf, and for the whole 
church: that he would keep all from fin; and teach all 
effectuqlly to love him, and ſerve him for ever. 6, 
Conclude always with acts of faith, hope and charity; 
and recommend thyſelf to the prayers and protection of 
the Bleſſed Virgin, of thy good Angel, and of all the 
Angels, and glorifred Saints. IV 

Conſider 3dly, that thou muſt alſo remember, in thy 
morning exercice, to declare war againſt thy cuſtoma- 
ry failings and ſins; but more eſpecially againſt thy 
predominant paſſion, which is the moſt dangerous of all 
thy enemies. Thys is that daily warfare in which all, 
of nece!hty, m engaged, who have a mind to ſave 
their ſouls: w all fight, and fight continually, a- 
gainſt our vices Md paſſions, or they will carry us to 
hell. Now this it is that obliges us to renew every 
morning our good reſolutions; yet without truſting at 
all in ourſelves : and to arm, and prepare ourſelves he- 
forehand for theſe conflicts, by forecaſting the occaſions 
and temptations we are like to meet with in the day; 
and by concluding upon the meaſures proper to be 
taken, in order to overcome them, either by flight, or 
fight: but principally by fervent prayer to our Lord, 
to help us in the combat, and to grant? us the vic- 
rennen a See (Ganzes 
| — to be ever diligent in this morning ex- 
ercice. A good beginning of the day is a great mat- 
ter. He will have the whole day, ta whom thou giveſt 
the beginning of it. 1 Cle EDN 


123, 118:40 BGG ak 


253 | ME D ITATION your 
Friday after the third Sunday. 


ke, nie (ot On evening prayer. 1 
NONSIDER firſt, that, as God is our fir/t begin- 


A ning, foraſmuch as we are made by him; ſo is he 
alſo our laſt end, becauſe we are made for him: and, 
therefore, as we ought to begin the day with him, by 
morning prayer; ſo we ought to end the day in his 
company, by evening prayer. Morning and evening 
prayer are like the two daily meals of the ſoul, that 

ht not, upon any account, to be omitted; Jeſt the 
foul ſhould languiſh and grow ſick, for want of her dai- 
ly faod : and if, upon any occaſion, we are hindered 
from taking theſe meals, at their uſual times, we ought 
to obſerve what we practiſe with regard to our bodily 
meals, that is, we muſt procure to take:them afterwards, 
at the firſt opportunity. Moreover, as we make it our 
care, that our families, and ſuch as are under our 
charge, ſhould not want their daily corporal ſuſtenance, 
ſo we ought much more to make it our care, that their 
fouls may not ſtarve, for want of our aſſembling them 


to prayer, or ſeeing that they are regular in this daily 


EXSTC Ice. {OF 1135 2 2+00 - 01. ud 
Confider 2dly, that one of the principal buſineſſes of 
the evening exercice, is the daily examination of, con- 
ſcience, which may be made in this manner: 1. Place 
thyſelf in the preſence of God, bow thyſelf down, and 
adore him; and give him thanks for all he has done 
that day for thee, and for the whole world. 2. Earneſt- 
ly beg his light and grace, that thou may'ſt diſcover all 
thy ſins, and be heartily ſorry for them. 3. Endeavour 
to call to mind how thou haſt ſpent the day, from 
morning till night ; what care thou haſt taken to diſ- 
charge thyfelf well, both of the common duties of aChri- 
ſtian, and of the particular duties of thy ſtation or call- 
ing: and eſpecially how thou haſt behaved thyſelf with 
regard to thy cuſtomary failings, and thy predominant 
pation. 4. Endeavour to be heartily forry for all the 
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fins of the day, and for all the fins of thy whole life, 
known or unknown: go in ſpirit to the feet of Chriſt, 
to make an humble confeffion of them to him; and 
implore his mercy. 5. Reſolve upon a ſerious and 
thorough amendment tor the future: determine to be- 
gin, from that very hour, a new life, and think upon 
the means of accompliſning it. O! how happy a 
thoſe ſouls, that labour in this manner every night ta 
waſh away their ſins with penitential tears; and that 
never venture to lie down to reſt, under the guilt of fin! 
unhappy they who, for want of. this precaution, . expoſe 
themſelves every night to the evident danger of dying in 
their ſins, and even of finding themſelves in hell be- 
fore morning. | fin | | 

Conſider 3dly, that, in order to end the day well, 
we ought every night to endeavour to put ourſelves, as 
much as poſſible, in the condition in which we ſhould 
be glad to be found at the hour of our death. And 
therefore, beſides offering up to God, every night, the 
ſacrifice of a contrite and humble. heart, for all the ſins 
of our life; the Chriſtian ſhould. alſo think ſeriouſly of 


his laſt end; and diſpoſe himſelf for it, by acts of 


a lively faith; and of an entire confidence in his Re- 
deemer; by a perſect oblation and reſignation of him- 
ſelf to the holy will of God; and by aſpiring to an eter- 
nal union with him; and in the mean time, hiding him- 
ſelf, with great affection, in the ſacred wounds of Jeſus 
Chriſt; and there compoſing himſelf to reſt. See, my 
foul, thou never forget this practice. 48197 

Conclude never to neglect any part of this evening 
exercice; and to ſee that it he not neglected by any 
under thy care. A religious performance of this 


menen 


f 41 | ba 
* - 
0 Ci. C 
14 
1 i 
*y 4 
> 
"= % : J . 
by j * 
. 
'4 l 


! 


' 
U 
* 
11 
3 
9 


— 
—— 


— 
% pF", <p > 2% — 
18 "1" > 
* 1 - 1 


. am » 
FP > 

26 

W200 
10 


— *, 8 F : 
2 8 _ i . 3 — +» — 7 — — — 
N a ot =o * _ as 
- 2 - , RE 4 . — DI —— = 
> + — — — — — — = — ** * g 
2 — s — _ 7 — 1 a * * 
4 A ; * "> * 2 Ne &- . 4 "IS a Die 7 4 * 1 
N 5 4 8 


MrpTTATTCNS fer 


. 412 : 
Saturday after the third Sunday. 


On praying aways. 

ONSIDER firſt, that we are not only to ad- 

dreſs ourſelves to God by prayer, in the morn- 

ing, and in the evening; but we are alſo called upon, 
in the word of God, t pray always, St. Luke xviii. 1. 
To pray without ceaſmg, 1 Thel. v. 17, and to ſeek 
the face of the Lord evermore, PC. civ. 4. The foul 
that truly loves her God, will never bear to ſtay all 
the day long, without often thinking of him, and 
ſpeaking to him; ſeeing he has both his eye, and his 
heart, always uponher. Love ever ſeeks the company 
and converſation of its beloved: nowꝰ tis by the means 
of prayer, that we are introduced into the company 
and converſation of our great lover; and we quickly 
loſe both his love and bim, if we paſs whole days in 
the forgetfulneſs of him. Beſides other dangers, that 
continually threaten us, when we do not run ũnder the 
wings of God, and keep cloſe to him, by continual 
prayer. So that if we love either God, or ourſelves, 
we muſt frequently in the day have recourſe to 
prayer. Tis the very breathing, and life of the foul: 
and therefore, to think to conhne it to the morning, or 
evening only, is to expoſe the ſoul to the danger of 
periſhing for want of breath, | 4 
Conſider 2dly, that the practice of this continu?! 
prayer, does not require that we ſhould be always 
upon our knees, nor yet that we ſhould always have 
a prayer-book in our hands, or be always reciting a 
farm of prayer: nor does it any ways break in upon 
our other employments, ſo as to be any hindranee ts 
them; nd not even to our common converſation, or 
recreations: But it. only conſiſts in a certain ſenſe and 
conviction. of the preſence of God, and in frequent 
converſions of the foul to him. Thus, for example, 
in the beginning of every action, the ſoul ſhould turn 


to her God, (Who is alway. near. her, and in the very 
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nidſt of her) by offering up to his honour and glory 
what ſhe is going to do; and, at the ſame time, offering 
her whole ſelf to him: T Hu, in the midſt of all her 
ations, and conyerſations, ſhe ſhould frequently tend 
to him, by aſpirations or breathings of love; and call 
lim to her affiſtance, by ſhort ejaculatory prayers, 
This way of proceeding will ſanctity all her common 
xerformances, and make them all partake both of the 
nature, and of the benefit of prayer. 


Conſider 34ly, how diligent the ancient patriarchs 


þ 


were in this exercice of praying always; ſince the Serip- 
ture ſay s, they. walked with Gd; and in his ſight; which 


implies their ever thinking of bim, and having a con. 
ſtant attention to pleaſe him. The like was the prac- 
tice of the fathers of the deſart, and of ſo many other 


Saints, who, even whilſt their hands wece at work, taok 
care to have their hearts on, God. Chriſtians, let us 


imitate theſe ſervants of God: and ſince no time, nor 


place, nor con any, nor occupation, can exclude the 
divine immenſity, which fills heaven and earth; nor 
hinder God, ſrom bein ſo near to us, that our very 

Ment to our bodies, which they 
animate, than God. is to the very center of our ſouls; 
let no time, nor place, nor company, nor occupation, 
divert us from oſten thinking of him, and often ſpeak-" 


ſouls are not more pr 


ing to him, in our hearts, o converſation can be ſo 
honourable, ſo profitable, or ſo agreeable, as this which 
5 2 «> in the cloſet of our fouls with our reren 

0 

Conclude to aim, with all thy power, at this ward 
conyerſation with God, in the midſt of all thy ex- 
ternal occupations. In order to this, keep thy mind 
pure from impertinent amuſements, and roving ima- 
ginations; e thy heart from all diſorderly ties and 


affections to creatures: and God will fill both thy 


mind and thy Neat will effectually teach thee to. 
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Fourth Sunday after Eaſter. 
On the great commandment of divine lev 20 


(CONSIDER firſt, thoſe words of the divine law: 
> quoted, Mart xii. 30. Thou fhalt love the Lord 
thy God, with thy whole heart, and with thy whole 
foul, and with thy whole mind, ard with thy whole 
firength. This, ſays our Lord, is the greateſt, and the 
firſt commandment, Matt. xxii. 39. Yes, my ſoul, *tis 
the greateſt of all the commandments of God, in his 
divine eyes; and that which he takes moſt of all to 
heart; ſince he has made our ſouls to his own ima 
and likeneſs, to this very end, that we ſhould love him, 
and ſhould dedicate our whole being to his divine love, 
for all the time of our pilgrimage here upon earth ; 
that ſo we might come to be happily united to him, 
in an eternal band of love, in his heavenly kingdom. 
O the excellent dignity of this divine commandment, 
which tends directly and immediately to raiſe our ſouls 
above this earth, and above the heavens of heavens, 
and the whole created univerſe, and to bring them to 
the God that made heaven and earth, and to unite 
them to him, by a moſt perfect love, both for time and 
etemĩity 21111 r 3. cl itt Maslo 
Conſider 2dly, the incomprehenſible | goodneſs of 
God, manifeſted to us in this commandment; in his 
inſiſting ſo much upon our loving him; and upon our 
tending with all our” power to a union with him. Is 
then our love of any conſequence to him? Or can we 
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will he loſe any thing, if we refuſe him our love? 
And what is. there in us, poor little ants, if compared to 
his infinite majeſty, that he ſhould concern. himſelf 
whether we love him, or no? Would it not be an 
unſpeakable favour to us, that he ſhould even ſuffer us, 
conſidering who he is, and who we are, to aſpire fo high 
ag to pretend to his love? But that this great God 
ſhould make it a commandment, and the very firſt and 
prin- 
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add any thing to his happineſs; by loving him? Or. 
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every Day in the Year, 263 
principal of all his commandments, that we ſhould IG 
him, and love him with our whole heart ; that he 
ſhould inſiſt. upon our entering into this ſtrict league of 
eternal friendſhip with him, promiſing all happineſs 
for eternity upon our compliance, and threatening us 
| with moſt dreadful and eternal evils, if we love him 
not: 'tis this that ſhews forth, and ſets in ſo woriderfy 
da light, the goodneſs of our God, and his Iove for us:; 
bole that we ſhould be not only moſt wretched, inſenſible, 
6e and ungrateful beyond expreſſion, but even, in ſome 
the ſenſe, worſe than devils, if we ſhould refuſe him our 
tis love., ot 0 ne e 9 
his Conſider | 3dly, the excellence of this command- 
to ment of divine love, with regard to the fruits it brings 
ge to our ſouls. Divine love is the queen of virtues: 


n, ſhe never comes alone; but brings all other virtues 
e, along with her: ſhe gives life to them all: even faith, 
F and hope, are dead, when ſhe is not in their company. 
n, She brings with her the remiſſion of all our ſins: ſhe 


1. makes us the friends and favourites of the Moſt High: 
„ ſhe makes us his children, his ſpouſes, his tempfes: 
8 ſhe is the. bend of all perfection. + O my} ſoul, bow 
5 glorious vit is, how happy, how delightful, to be thus 
0 united-to thy God by a ſtrict band of friendſhip, and 
: love! O embrace then, with all thy powers, this great 
1 commandment ; which, by obliging thee to give thy 
wholeſelf up to the love of God, brings down thy 
N God, with all his treaſures, to the! 
8 Conclude to make it henceforward the buſineſs of 
ö thy life, to learn this great leſſon of loving God: and 
as no one but God himſelf can effectually teach thee 
ſo ſublime, and ſo divine a ſcience, continually beg 
of him to introduce thee into his ſchool; which he 
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On loving the Lord our God, above all things, I lum ge 


ONSIDER firſt, the import of- theſe words: made 
Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy God: and thou ſhalt the cre 

fu in them innumerable motives to dedicate thyſelf him b 
to divine love. For who is this thou art here com- mirab 


manded to love? Tat Lox D: that is, the 3 And 1 
ſelf- exiſtent, incomprehenſible, and infinite being of love h 
beings, Who alone properly zs,' and who is being itfelf, Co 


For all this is implied: in that ineffable name, which God, 
is here rendered: Tat Lon D. I amy tho am, faith nitely 
— Fxud. ii. 14. And, He 10h is; hath ſent met» is, we 
Tu Loy, that is, the Creator, and abſolute For 
aer of the whole univerſe; of all things vifible and pleaſ 
mvifible : infinitely powerful; infinitely wiſe infinitely I and 
good, infinitely beautiful; the one true fovereign good: or d 
wutfinite in all perfections: goodneſs, beauty, pertection God 
And truth itſelf: compared with won | things: ee a ki 
are juſt nothing at all. See, my ſoul; how many mo- the 
tives. thou haſt to love this great Lord; who com- only 
izes in himſelf all that is lovely! and charming > who that 
is the immenſe ocean of all good. affe. 
Conſider 2dly, the motives: of ins Joi! i pie Crea 
in thoſe words Tay Gor; foraſmuch as they ' ſignify as 1 
that this Lord of infinite majeſty is alſo pleaſed t 8 de and 


thine. Ves, he ish) God; he is thy firſt 5 the 
and 15 laſt end: he is, 1% maker, ho has h not 
_ | thee, for himſtlf; and who many ways daily — inj 
nicates Himſelf to thee: he is thy father, 45" ſpouſe; the 
thy paſtor thy keeper, thy conſtant benefactor: thy em 
ever faithful friend, thy ancient and moſt diſihteæreſted liv 


lover: 7% ſovereign good, and the ſource ef all thy * 


good, for time, and eternity. And (whereas thou waſt G. 
fallen from him, and from his love, by ſin, he has 
been pleaſed to give himſelf to thee,” in a manner ſtill Oi 
more ;endearing, by ſending his own Son tod be % 


Saviour and Redeemer. O reflect my ſoul on what the 
eren s A 10 Son 
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Son of God has done, and has ſuffered for the love of 


thee, . From the firſt moment of his conceptiong thou 
walt always in his heart. His love for thee brbvohe 
him down from his heavenly throne, to take fleſh and 
blood in the womb of the Virgin: his love for thee 
made him offer up his fleſh and blood on the altar of 
the croſs, a ſacrifice for thy {ins : his love for thee made 
him bequeath thee this ſame fleſh and blood, in an ad- 
mirable facrament, to unite thee to himſelf for eternity, 
And ſhall not all this oblige thee. to love him, and to 
love him with thy whole heart? NTT VT ET 

Conſider 3dly, that this love which we owe to our 


God, both as infinitely good in himſelf, and as infi- 


nitely good to us; muſt be a love of preference: that 
is, we muſt love him above all other things whatſoeyer. 
For he that loves his worldly honour, his intereſt, his 
pleaſure, his own will, the gratifying his humouss 


and paſſions, or the pleaſing of any perſon, how near, 


or dear ſoever, more than his God, is not worthy of 
God but is guilty of high treaſon 521 him, and of 
a kind of idolatry, in preferring the creature before 
the Creator, who is bleſſed for evermore. And not 
only he that prefers any creature before God, but he 
that even offers to put himſelf, his own life, his deareſt 
affections, or any other thing created, or even the whole 
creation, in ballance with his God, ſo as to love them 
as much as God, is in like manner unworthy of God, 
and offers him the greateſt outrage imaginable: becauſe 
the whole univerſe, compared with God, is a mere 
nothing : and therefore cannot, without an intolerable 
injury, be put in ballance with bim. Ah ! what muſt I 
then think of myſelf, when J have ſo often preferred 
empty toys, mere vanities, and lying follies before the 
living God? | 1s bn 


. Conclude henceforward at ay Ang n Lord, thy 


God above all things; and nothing elſe with him, but 
what thou loveſt for his ſake ; and with relation to him. 


Cry out with St. Michael, Quit ut Deus? Who is 
like to God? And who. but he deſerves our heart? 
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"Tueſday after the fourth Sunday. 
On loving God with our whole heart. 2 * 
(CONSIDER firſt, that the firſt ſacrifice which di: 


vine love calls for, by this great commandment, is 
that of our heart. My fon, give me thy heart, ſays the 
Wiſdom of God, Prov. xxiii. 26. This ſacrifice muſt 
be of the whole heart, and in the nature of a holocauſt ; 
that is, of a ſacrifice, in which the 20ho/e victim is given 
to God, without reſerve ; being firſt lain, and then laid 
upon the altar of God, and there conſumed; with fire; 
even with that fire, which; originally eame from beayen, 
Levit. ix. 24. and which was commanded to be kept 
always burning upon God's altar. Wherefore, in this 
myſtical ſacrifice of love, this heart of ours, in order to 
be made a holocauſt, ſhould alfo firſt be ſlain, that is, 
ſhould firſt die to itſelf, and to all its diſorderly affee- 
tions, by mortification and felf-denial ; and ſo be laid 
on God's altar, to be wholly dedicated and conſecrated 
to him; and to eyaporate, as it were, to him, in the 
flames of divine love ; which is the true fire, that comes 
down from heaven, to carry us up thither; and which 
ought always to be kept burning in the myſtical tem- 
ple of God in our ſoulss. R 
Conſider adly, how juſt, how reaſonable, how ne- 
ceffary it is, that we ſhould love our God with our 
- "whole heart; ſo as to give no part of it away from him: 
ſince it belongs wholly to him by all manner of titles. 
He made our heart for himſelf, to be the eternal feat, 
and the living temple of his love: and he has given it a 
certain appetite aſter him, together with an immenſe 
capacity of love, which nothing leſs than God dan fill, 
or ſatisfy. He has ſhed bis own moſt precious blood, 
to purchaſe our heart; to cleanſe it for himfſelf, and to 


Hanctified, and conſecrated to him, at our baptiſm. He 
has ſent his divine Spirit to take poſſeſſion of it; ko 
make it his kingdom, and to eſtabliſh his throne in it. 
4 ES Eh LS — It 
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Alf it wirkr his love. It has been folemnly dedicated, 
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t muſt be then a moſt crying injuſtice, if we offer 
to alienate: any part of our heart from him, who 
claims it all, upon ſo many titles. O Chtiſtians ] let us 
give him whit i is his, without reſerve: let us divert no 
part of this ſmall heart of ours away from the immenſe 
Lord of heaven and earth: it would Tag a r th 
attempt it. | 
Conſider zaly, that the lows of God will not and 
of à divided heart: he will not ſuffer a rival in his 
kingdom, a partner in his throne, or an idol in his 
temple. Our God is a jealous God, and therefore, if 
we follow any other lovers, we loſe his love, and drive 
af, him away from us.” Alas] my ſoul, who is this that 
n thou wouldſt aſſotiate with God in thy heart? Is it thy 
PL worldly pride, thy carnal affections, thy ſenſual inch» 
* nations? Aſſure thyſelf his love cannot endure ſuch 
ta company as this, Or is it ſome favourite creature, 
5 which thou art unwilling to diſlodge; from the place it 
7 has occupied in thy heart? Ah ] the bed is tob narrow; 
id it will not hold two; thou muſt either part with the crea 
d ture or the Creator. He loves God too little, who 
e loves any thing elſt with him, which he does not lbve 
, in him, for his like, and with rv engages the love 
of kim. 3:ko OK 
7 'Conehude to lors thy friend in God; and: Ae 
| my for God's fake ; and all ſuch things as thou mayſt 
5 law fulty love, according to the meaſure and rule 


5 pteſcribed by divine love: and thus no love of the 
i creature will take off any part of thy heart from 
ö the lobe of the Creator: thus thou ſhalt love him 
| ay tres goed uh e e UGH, ou pour 


W. edule day after. 1b4 fourth Fu Ax: 
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_ flying, and employing all the powers of our: ſoul; in his 
divine love and fervice: becauſe he made theſe ſoul; 
of ours aſter his own image and likeneſe, for this very 
end, that they might be wholly dedicated to his love; 
and might turn all their powers and faculties towards him, 
to ſerve and glorify him for ever. Bring then, my ſoul, 
bring all thy powers to thy God, and oblige them all to 
bow down to this divine law of love, and ardently to 
embrace its happy ſervice ; which will ennoble and per. 
fe them all. 8 let thy underſtanding be ever direct. 
ed, by its bright light, into the ways of truth The 
JI light of divine love will expe} the dark miſts raiſed by 
1 thy paſſions and ſelf- love, which fo often over- cloud 
1 thee, and make thee go aſtray. Let thy memory be 
ever recollected by divine love. Let all thy words and 
actions, let all thy defires, be ever guided and actuated 
by this , e O bleſſed kingdom of divine 
love, when wilt thou come to me, and take full poſſeſ- 

ſion of my whele ſoul / n 8 4413 di 
Conſider a2dly, that as the will is that ruling power 
of the ſoul, which is the proper ſeat of love; ſo tis the 
will, amongſt all the powers of the ſoul, that ought, in 
a ſpecial manner, to be dedicated and conſecrated to 
divine love. The will ever has good for the object of 
her love; ſo as not to be able to love, or embrace, any 
thing, but under the form, or appearance at leaſt, of 
good. Now God alone is the true and ſovereign good; 
and he alone can ſatisfy the inbred appetite ſhe has ſor 
good. In the love of him alone ſhe finds herſelf hap · 
py: all other loves do but impoſe upon her, and de- 
ceive her with empty airy appearances. Thereſore, 
for his fake, and becauſe he is infinitely good in him- 
ſelf; as well as for her awn ſake, and becauſe he is her 
only true and ſovereign good; ſhe ought to give her 
whole ſelf up to his heavenly love. O how happy is 
that will, that is thus wholly dedicated to the love "of 
God ! How happy is that will, that is the eternahſet- 
Vant of divine love, and makes a conſtant facrifice of 
ber whole liberty and property to the all-wiſe, all-pow- 

erful, and ever-loving will of God 1; 1 5447 2 
1 on- 
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Conſider 3dly, how the great pattern, of diy 0 
Jeſus Chtif our Saviour, began the work 27 
demption, by devoting his whole will, without a 4. 
and with all the ardouc of his ſoul, to do, and to love, 
the bleſſed will of his Father. Hear how. he expreſſes 
himſelf,. Fl. xxxix. 8, g. Then faid I. Behold 15 come 
In the head of the: book it is written me, that I [þ Haul 
do thy bil. O my God 1 have defrred it, and thy latw in 
the midft bf my heart. This will of his Father Was, 
during his whole life, the continual object of his love + 
the ſubject of all his thoughts; the motiye of all his 
words and actions; he loved it ſa that it was his very 
food; he laid Gan, his life for the love of i it. Nabe 
didſt not thou al ſo, my ſoul, come into this World to 
do, and to love, the will of God! Is not th ch GY given 
thee for this end? Haſt thou any other bu ineſs here? 
l Is it not alſo written of thee in "the book of life, that 
eſ⸗ thou ſhould'{t do the will of God ? And eanſt thou fa 
with thy Saviour, O my God, tis ubat I have willed, 
er and defiretd, in the mid/t af my heart /. O. take heed, 
he Jeſt if thy will fall from this — of the. will of God; 
in and of his holy law, thy name be blotted out of the a 
— book of lift, w which, in effect is the fame.; as the. book of 
have. 


y | Condluds:to. dedicate thy ,wholp, foul, with I I 
ff powers] to the love of God; and eſpecially to make 0-- 
F ver thy: will to him, without reſerbe. „ This 1 18, 4 devo- 


r tion: the moſt folid, and the moſt, ſecure 3 the moſt a> 
„ greeable to 1 vt dhe a e to 1 3 
. „ f 5 
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"On loving God <with our obele, mind. 5 OY 


2 — fir; that aur 29 2 ought” ifs 

be conſecrated: to divine love, according, to the- 
import of that greateſt and firſt commandment of our 
heavenly lover! Now the. mind is the ſeat of. 92055 . 
and conſequently, of cord ny MANOR >. Ne re- 
0 "+ 4 
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lection in God. Wherefore, to love God without 
ule mind, is to have our thoughts ever turned towards 
him; to conſider him; to meditate daily upon him, 
and his truths; and upon all that relates to him, or 
helps to bring the ſoul to him; to walk always: in bis 
preſence; and to keep ourſelves recollected in che re- 
membrance of him. This love of the whale mind was 
required of all the ſervants of God, even in the old law; 
and much more in the new, which is the law of love. 
7 hou ſhalt love the Lord thy God, &c. ſaid he, Deut. vi. 
and theſe words which I command thee this day; ſpall be 
in thy heart : and thou ſhalt tell them: to thy children, and 
thou ſhalt meditate upon them fitting in thy homſe, and 
waiking on thy journey, ſleeping and rifing.:- and thou 
ſhalt bind them as a fign en thy hand, and they ſball be, 
and ſhall move between thy eyes, and thou ſhalt: write 
them on the deors of thy houſes. See, my ſoul, how 
ſtrongly thy God inculcates the perpetual remembrance 
of him and of his divine law, but more eſpecially of the 
great commandment of love, which is the ful filling of 
the whole law. See how he expects that thy 0% 
mind ſhould be ever full of him. . Ind lei 1 un 
Conſider adly, bow reaſonable and juſt. it is, that we 
ſhould love our God with our whole mind, by ever re- 
membring and thinking on him. He always remem- 
bers us, and thinks on us: his eye is always upon us: 
from all eternity we have ever had a place in his eter- 
nal mind, in which he has: cheriſhed us with infinite 
ve: and ſha}. we refuſe him the place be calls for in 
our mind; or put him off with any thing leſs. than our 
whole minds Alas] what worthleſs things are we. 
How unworthy chat this great God ſhould give us any 
place in his thoughts, or concern himſelf at all about 
us | But O my ſoul, let us never be fo wretched, fo un- 
grateful, fo wicked, (ſince he is pleaſed to ſhew ſo much 
love to us) as to ſuffer any more every empty toy, e- 
very idle roving imagination, every vain amuſement to 
take place of him in our mind, and baniſh him from 


o 


our thoughts. We cannot be without thinking of 
ſomething all the day long: and. what can we think of 
8 * 0 {a 
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ſo noble; ſs defirable; ſo lovely; ſo charming; fo ff 
fitable; ſo delightful, as our God? What are we then 
doing, when we let Whole days paſs in thinking" of 
every thing elſe but him? Surely 1 this can never be toy= 
ing him with our whole mind: or indeed loving him at 
all; for where the treaſure is we love, there both out 
heart and mind will be. ARA 2 
 » Conſider: 3dly, the great advantages of ever keeping 


God in our mind, by a recollection of thought and 


a remembrance of his preſence." Tis a moſt} power- 
ful reſtraint to keep us from all fin: tis a perpetual 
ſpur to make us run on in the. way of virtue: it fur- 
niſnes us with counſel in our doubts; comfort in out 
afflictions ; encouragement in our labours ; + defence 
againſt, all our enemies; protection in all dangers: it 
enlivens our faith, animates our hope, gives à conti- 
nual encreaſe to divine charity; and brings us, in . 
meaſure, into heaven, Whil we are here living it 
earth; by ever keeping us in the company of No, 
inveſted as it were with him on all ſides, tie 'employ- 
ed about him, by contemplation and love. 0 5 
true it is, that, as diffipation” of thought, 'and” forget- 
fulneſs' of God, is the ſource of all out evils; ſo recol- 
lection of the mind in God is the ſource of all out 
good! O how happy then are thoſe ſouls that always 
ſeek in this manner, the face of the err , and turn their 
whole mind to him and his love -k 19697779 58 mo! 
Conclude to baniſh from Wes, all imperti 
thoughts, and vain amuſements, ali roving” imagit⸗ 
tions and uſeleſs ſchemes, which have too often l- 
therto occupied thy mind, and ſhut out thy God: "and 
chen thy beloved will quickly r return to thee, and Aan 
wy ſoul Up re 
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Friday after the fourth Sunday. 1 7 


© On loving God with our whole fireng ib. * 
; OE OI SOON. Wing of to uni 
(CONSIDER firſt, that the great /precept of divine. to col 
— love claims alſo our whole ffrengib: Thou alt rect ti 


love the Lord thy God with thy auhole ſtrengib. As then, py th 
by virtue of the commandment of loving God with our holy 


Whole mind, we are bound to give him aur thoughts ;. glory 

ſo, by being commanded to love him with our | whp/e Co 

1 Arengtb, we are to give him alſo our words and actions, our „ 
f Fi We ourſclves are his, and that by many titles: we were: befid: 
4-4 made by him alone, and for him alone: and therefore go be 
as the whole fund is his, fo alſo ought the whole ſhou! 

produce; as the tree is his, fo ought all the fruit to-grow and « 

for him: it would be a crying injuſtice to alienate it ſanct 

from him. Wherefore the love of God is not only to of di 

reſide in our heart, to reign in all the patvers of our ing o 

ſoul, and to fill our ind, but ought alfe to ſhew itſelf derec 

in our whole convetſation'; and to "regulate all our him; 

words, and actions; fo as to give to each one of them glor! 

its due perfection. And this is loving God with our of h 

whole flrength, © AST SH 07 une bog and 
;Caonfider 2dly, that the true love of God is like ed, 

a fire which cannot lie idle: neither does it con- tribt 

tent itſelf with affection only; it always pro- thar 

ceeds to effects, It works great things, when oc- 0 

caſion and opportunity ferve; and, when theſe” are wit} 
wanting, it will do wonders at leaſt, by the perfection inte 

it will give even to the leaſt, and moſt ordinary, of our ther 

actions. This conſtant aiming at perfection, in our the 


daily and ordinary actions, is one of the moſt impor- 
tant leſſons of a ſpiritual life; and is the true practice 
of loving God with our whole ſtrength. Now this per- 
tection of our ordinary actions depends upon the purity 
and perfection of the intention, from which theſe ac- 
tions flow. The intention is pure, when it aims at 
Got alone: it is perfect, when it does all for the love 10 
God, 0 
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God, and for the greater glory of God. WWhether 
you eat or drink, or whatſoever elſe you do; do all to 
the glory of God ſays the Apoſtle, 1. Cor. x. 31. The 
meaneſt action in life is ennobled by this intention; 
it becomes even an act of divine love; and a new ſtep 
to unite the ſoul with God. So that the readieſt way 
to come to love God, with all our ſtrength, is to di- 
rect the whole body of our common actions to him, 
by the pure and perfect intention of ever doing his 
holy will, and procuring in all things, his greater 
lory. | h | 
Conſider 3dly, that, in'order to love God with all 
our ſtrength, by the perfection of our ordinary actions, 
beſides this purity of intention, which ought both to 
go before, and to accompany, all we do or ſay; we 
ſhould alſo labour, in the progreſs of all our actions 
and converſations, to ſeaſon them, as it were, and to 
ſanctify them, by the exercice of frequent aſpirations 
of divine love. This may be practiſed by often turn- 
ing our ſouls, on every occaſion, to our beloved, conſi- 
dered as intimately preſent within us; by longing after 
him; offering our whole ſelves to him; rejoicing in his 
glory; begging for the advancement of the kingdom 
of his love, both in ourſelves, and in the Whole world; 
and lamenting to ſee him every where ſo much offend- 
ed,. and his — ſo much ſlighted Sc. Nothing con- 
tributes more to advance the ſoul in the love of God, 
than a diligence in this exercice. _. © * 
Conclude to ſeaſon all thy actions, in this manner, 
with divine love, both by beginning them with a pure 
intention of the glory of God; and, accompanying 
them with frequent acts of love; thus thou ſhalt love 
the Lord thy God with thy whole flrength. 185 
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Saturday after the fourth Sunday. 
n relurning love for love. 
(7 PNSEDER firſt, that, beſides the moſt preſſing 
| motives we have to love God, by reaſon of his 
own infinite beauty and perfection, and the infinite 
charms that all center in him, to command our love: 
beſides all thoſe attractions, which are found in his in- 
finite mercy, his infinite bounty, his infinite wiſtlom, 
his infinite truth, &. Which are all infinitely amiable, 
beyond all that can be expreſſed, or conceived by the 
heart of man: beſides alto, that all our happineſs is 
found in him; and that his love is our greateſt bznour, 
our greateſt intereſt, our greateſt pleaſure; and that 
which alone can bring us to our ſorereign Good, even 
to the poſſeſſion of God himſelf: in fine, beſides that 
the whole creation in general, and every creature in 
particular, calls upon us to love God, and publiſhes 
aloud his infinite power, wiſdom, and goodneſs; to en- 
gage us to love him; a generous ſoul finds a moſt ſtrong 
and urgent motive to love God, in the conſtderation 
of che love that he has for us; and has had for us, 
from all eternity; and che innumerable benefits he has 
beſtowed upon us, in conſequente of this eternal love. 
And yet, O ſtrange inzratitade and inſetthbility !” the 
far greateſt part of poor mortals, notwithſtanding all 
theſe numberleſs motives of love, are fill cold, in the 
midſt of ſo much fire which ſurrounds them, as it 
were, on all ſides; they ſtill refuſe a return of love; and 
ill prefer the meaneſt of theſe earthly toys, and even 
mere filth, before their moſt loving, and moſt lovely 
God. O he heaven be aftoniſhed, at fo much baſeneſs, 
ſo much blindneſs, and ſo much wickedneſs! 
Conſider 2dly, what kind of love this is, that God 


bears to us. Hie has loved us firſt his love is ancient; 


his love has no beginning; his love is eternal; his 


love is cantinua!; his thought and heart is always upon 


us. His love is moſt faithful and ronfkant © his lobe 
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never forſakes them, that do not firſt forſake his love. 
His love is moſt generous; it imparts all good to his be- 
loved; it prepares an eternal kingdom for them; it gives 
themhimſelf for eternity. His love is moſt pure and d iin 
tereſted; he deſtres no other return from his beloved 
but their love: and this, not for any fervice it wi 
do, to bim; (for it can do him none) but to unite 
them to himſelf, and make them happy. In fine his 
love is infinite, both in its origin, which is himſelf, 
and in its communications, by giving us an eternal and 
infinite good, which is alſo himſelf. O, my ſoul, 
ſtand aſtoniſhed to ſee that this great God, this bound= 
leſs Majeſty, ſhould have ſuch a love for thee ! O give 
him, in return for his love, all that thou canſt give him, 
by loving him with all thy power: and he will be 
thine forever.. . Ie 

Conſider .3dly, the benefits, as well general, as 
particular, that we have received, and daily do receive, 
from the infinite goodneſs of this our eternal lover. 
© He is the author of all our good: our very being, 
© our whole ſoul and body is his gift. - He has preſerved” 
us, he has nouriſhed and cheriſhed us, from the firſt 
© moment of our conception to this, hour: he has 
© watched over us with an incomparable love; he has 
© defended us from a thoufand evils. | He has given 
his Angels a charge aver us. + He has fent his own 
© Yon from heaven for us; to deliver us from firr and 
© hell ; and to procure all mercy, grace; and ſalvation 
© for us, The whole life of the Son of God upon 
earth was employed in ſerving us: he ſuffered for us 
© the very worſt of torments; he ſhed all his mot 
precious blood for the loye of us. He has left 
with us all manner of helps, in order to bring us to 
© himſelf, and to his heavenly kingdom: his word, 
© his church, his ſacrifice, his ſacraments, his body 
and blood, his graces, his inſpirations; '&c; He has 
© even then heaped favours upon us, and kept us 


© from death and hell, when we were his enemies by | 


© mortal fin; be has waited for us with infinite pa- 


* tience, he has enlledus/ back wich zn infinite tender. 
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© neſs; he has received us with open arms, when we 
have returned to him; and has mercifully overlooked 
all our follies, all our diſloyalties, all our ingrati. 
tude and repeated treaſons againſt him: beſides many 
inſtances of his particular providence, which every 
one of us has met with, in ſome part or other of 
our life. And ſhall not all theſe, and innumerable 
other benefits and favours, oblige us to love him? O 
bleſſed by all creatures, be his goodneſs, forever 
Conclude to have thy thought and heart always upon 
him, whoſe love is always heaping favours upon thee ; 


K W „ aA 


and to make a perpetual return of love to thy eterual 


| lover. | 5 
Rogation Sunday. 
On the devotion of the time. 


8 ONSID ER firſt, that theſe days, between this 
>» Sunday, and the aſcenſion of our Lord, are days 


of devotion: and are called Rogation-days; becauſe they 


are ſet aſide by the church, for ſolemn prayers, and 


ſupplications, joined with abſtinence,, and penance; 


in order to turn away the wrath of God, provoked 
by our fins; to remove far from us his ſcourges, of wars, 
plagues,  famines, Tc. to implore his mercy, for our-- 
ſelves: and for all his people; and to beg his bleſſing 
upon the fruits of the earth. As the firſt inſtitution of 
the devotion of theſe days was occaſioned by a terrible 
ſcene of diſaſters, and viſible judgments of God upon 
the people; to which a ſtop was put, by dedicating 
theſe three days to prayer, and penance ; ſo the ſucceſs, 
that attended this fitſt eſſay, has encouraged the church 
to an annual practice of the like devotion ever ſince. 
Hence we may learn, with what diſpoſitions of ſoul we 
ought to. preſent ourſelves before the thtone of grace 
at this time; with what a lively ſenſe of the guilt of 
our fins, and of the judgments we deſerve for them 
both here, and hereafter; with, what deſire to return to 


God ſrom our ſins, and to offer him the ſacriſice of a 


* 
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contrite / and humble heart for them; and to join, as 
it were, in a body, at this time, with the whole people 
of God, in ſuing, in a proper manner, for his mercy, 
with moſt humble ſupplications, and ſervent prayers. 
See; my ſoul, if theſe be thy diſpoſitions. 
Conſider adly, that, although we do not every day 
ſee} the heavy hand of divine juſtice, by the experience 
of publick calamities, or other viſible judgments; yet, 
if we conſider the guilt of ſo many crying ſins, not only 
of particular perſons, but even of whole nations, 
which are continually calling to God for vengeance, 
we ſhall find too much reaſon to apprehend that the 
ſword of God's juſtice is even now hanging over our 
heads; and that the worſt of his judgments will 
quickly fall upon Chriſtendom in general; if not 
averted by prayer and penance. This conſideration 
ought to determine all Chriſtians in general, (even the 
= moſt innocent, if they have any concern for the pub- 
thi lick danger, or true charity for the ſouls of their neigh- 
255 bours) gladly to embrace ſo happy an opportunity as 
hey this, of joining with all the children of God in humi- 
and liations, and prayet, in order to prevent the thunder of 
de; heaven from ſuddenly breaking over our heads; and 
cel hurrying away thouſands into the bottomleſs pit. And 
rs as for every particular ſinner, now is the moſt favour- 
able time, for him to ſue for mercy; becauſe at this time, 
ni the whole church joins, in- a particular manner, in 
„praying for all ſinners. And if he ſhould neglect this 
dle opportunity, what may he not juffly fear from his re- 
on peated*treaſons;' from the wrath of God above, ready 
Ng to fall upon him; from the mouth of hell below, gap- 
„ing te devour him; from the devil, to whom he has 
ch fold himſelf,” and from that monſter mortal ſin, (which 
8. is even worſe than the devil) whieh he always carries 
* about wir him? O ſinners aeglect not theſe days of 
de ſalvation, leſt they never return to ybu any more. 
Now is your time, hereafter there may be no ti 
n for you. Lv ib | $4 #? algen 544 10 1; Is i*:14} vy0 
S Conſider adly, the-encouragement we have, both in 
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ſor mercy, and for all good, both for ourſelves; and 
for our neighbours, from humble and fervent prayer, 
In the epiſtle (St. James v.) we are taught the great 
efficacy of continual prayer, with an exhortation to 
pray for one another, in order to ſalvation; and a de- 
claration of what the reward will be of them that 
contribute to the ſalvation of others. In the goſpel 
(St. Luke xi.) we are exhorted by Chriſt our Lord, to 
a holy importunity and perſeverance in prayer; and 
we are taught, by the example of a friend, and of a 
father, to look for all good gifts from our heavenly Fa- 
ther, by the means of earneſt prayer. O what a friend 
indeed, what a parent have we in him! or who is like 
to him in bounty and mercy ? Let us then be encou- 
raged by theſe divine oracles, to go with confidence at 
this time to the throne of grace : that we may obtain 
mercy, and find grace in ſeaſonable aid, Hebr. iv. 16. 
Conclude to join at this time with the whole church 
of God in prayer and penance, that'thou mayſt obtain 
mercy both for thyſelf, and for thy neighbours.” Hea- 
ven can never reſiſt a general aſſault, made by the 
whole people of God, by the means of prayer, wheu 
joined with a contrite and humble heart. 


; | (1 ' 5 
FNeogation- Monday. 
On the means of attaining to the love God. 
NONSIDER firſt, that, as the deſire of wiſdom. is 


che true beginning of wiſdom: ſo the firſt ſtep to 


the love of God, (which is true wiſdom indeed) is an 
earneſt, deſite to love God. Bleſſed are they that hunger 
aud thirſt after this heavenly juſtice . for they ſhall be 


Filled, Matt. v. This deſire makes us pray fervently, ſeek 
inceſſantly, knock earneſtly, at the gate of divine love. It 
makes us riſe early in queſt of this heavenly, wiſdom; it 
makes us glad to part with all things elſe, that we may 
purchaſe this precious pearl; that we may acquite this in- 


comparable.treaſure,, He thatyvith thisdeſire, aſpites after 


divine love, ahead begius to poſſeſs What, he We 
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and the more he reliſhes the ſweetneſs of what he be- 
gins to poſſeſs, the more he aſpires after it. Thus 
the deſire of love begets love: and love begets a 
ſtronger deſire; which begets a ſtronger love. So that 
the great means of learning to love God, is, by re- 
peated deſires and acts of love, to taſte and fee how. . 
ſweet God is; and how ſweet a thing it is to love him. 

Conſider adly, that divine love will not be found 
by us, nor come to dwell in our ſouls, if we take no 
care to keep our inward houſe clean and pure. for our 
beloved. Bleſſed are the clean of heart; for they ſhall 
ſee Cod. Matt. v. So that if we entertain in our in- 
teriour any irregular company; that is, if our affections 
are ſet upon worldly vanities, upon filthy lucre, upon 
ſenſual pleaſures, upon gratifying our corrupt inclina- 
tions; divine love will not come near us: becauſe it 
cannot endure ſuch unclean company as this is, nor dwell 


h in a ſoul that is enſlaved to worldly. defires, and diſor- 
derly paſſions. Theſe are to be parted with, or at leaſt 
* brought into order and ſubjection, if we would learn to 
love God. This is the meaning of that Goſpel leſſon 
1 of ſelling all, to acquire the precious pearl of the king 


dom of God, by his love's reigning in our ſouls. The 
kingdom of divine love will allow of no rival, no uſur- 
per, no rebel in its dominions. The ſpouſe of di- 
vine love muſt belong wholly to her ſpouſe alone, ſhe 
mult be a garden cloſe ſhut, to all others, a fountain 
ſealed up, for him alone. Cantic. iv. So that another 
neceſſary means of attainiug to divine love, is a gene» 
ral mortification of all foreign and irregular affections. 

Conſider 3dly, that the ſovereign means of acquiring 
divine love is the daily exercice -of mental prayer; 
which employs all the powers of the foul} in waiting 
upon God. Here the memory repreſents all the motives 
we have to love him: here the '#nderfanding' is raught 
to know him: here the affections of the till are en- 
flamed at his preſence: this then is the true ſchool of 
love. O my ſouſ, let us daily frequent it; not only by 
having a tegular' time fixed for this great exercice of 
love; but by ptactiſing it inforte meaſore atall. times b 
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and deeds, and all things elſe to him; as being inf- 
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a ſpirit of recollection ; by a continual ſenſe and re. 
membrance of God's preſence; by frequently calling 
back the ſoul to him from all her diſtractions and eva. 
gations; by repeated aſpirations and ejaculations of 
love, Sc. This is walking with God indeed, like the 
ancient Saints; this is taking God along with us, 
wherever we are going; and whatever we are doing; 
this is walking in love. O how happy is that life which 
is thus dedicated to divine love | 
Conclude to embrace all the means that may brirg 
thee to this happineſs. O begin now from this hour 
to ſet out in queſt of this fountain of life ! Let no 
oppoſition of earth or hel} difcourage thee, Never 
leave off thy ſearch, till thou come to drink of this 
heavenly water; which will become in thee a fountain 
ſpringing up to everlaſting life. | 


Rogation- Tueſday. 


On atts of divine love. 
Cons firſt, that the love of God, is like 


a fire: its nature is to be always in motion, and 


always tending upwards, towards its heavenly ele- 


ment: it quickly expires, and dies, if it lies idle. 
Wherefore if we would keep it alive, we muſt nou- 
riſh it, and blow it up, by frequent acts of love: and 
thoſe not mere verbal acts; by telling God that we 
love him, whilſt our heart perhaps is far from him: 
but by the real exercice of loving God, both in our 


heart, and in our works, We exerciſe the love of God in 


our heart, by affection; we exerciſe the love of God in 


our works, by effects. We love God with a love of 
chaſte concupiſence, when in heart, and work, we tend 


to him as aur ſovereign good, and aſpire after the eter- 
nal enjoyment. of him. We love him with a love of 
benevolence, that is, of ſincere and perfect friend- 
ſhip, and charity, when, both in heart, and work, we 
give our whole ſelves, with all our thoughts, words, 


nitely 


— 
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nitely goad in himſelf. Tis juſt we ſhould exerciſe 
ourſelves in acts of the love of God, in both theſe 
ways; as in both theſe ways, he is infinitely amia- 
ble; but more eſpecially that we ſhould tend to love 
him with the love of benevolence, by giving ourſelves, 
ö and all-things, to him. f a 
Ing; Conſider 2dly, that benevolence is a love, by which 
hich we with all manner of good to the perſon beloved: a 

; love, by which we earneſtly ſeek and procure whatever 
ing may be for his honour, intereſt, or pleaſure: by which 
we delight in all his advantages; and are concerned 
at all his loffes, c. Wherefore, if we would make 
proper acts of the love of benevolence towards God; we 
muſt defire, ſeek, and procure, as much as lyes in us, 
the greater honour and glory of his name; and the 
propagation of his kingdom, both in our own hearts, 
and throughout the whole world; and pray that all 
men may know him, love him, and ſerve him: we 
muſt rejoice at every thing that is agreeable to his 

holy will; and be concerned at every thing that of- 

* fends him, This is the proper exercice of the love of 
benevolence ; theſe are far better acts of divine charity, 
than merely telling God that we love him. My ſoul 
what are thy diſpoſitions? Doſt thou ſincerely deſire, 
and heartily pray, that all the world may know, love, 
1 and ſerve thy God: that all his creatures, in heaven 
and earth, may give perpetual glory to- him: that the 
reign of ſin may be aboliſhed; and that the kingdom 
of God may take poſſeſſion of all hearts: that none 
may reſiſt or rebel againſt his orders; but that all 
may embrace, and bow down, and adore his divine 
will? If ſo, there is no doubt but thou loveſt God. 

Such as theſe are perfect acts of the love of God. 

Conſider 3dly; that the exercice of. the love of God, 

which, above all others, is recommended in holy Scrip- 
tures, is the loving of his divine law, and the keep- 
ing of his commandments. This is the thurity (that 
is, the love) of God that tue keep hit commund ments. 

1. John v. 3. He that keepeth\ his avord, in bim, in 
Pry deri; te charity bf God is per fected, chup. ia 5. 
n ; 2 h 3 The 
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The beloved diſciple continually recommends the 
as of this kind of divine love: and the pſalms are full of 
- aſpirations, or breathings, of a ſoul that is in love with 

the holy law and commandments of God. This devo- 

tion to the commandments of God is loving God in- 

| deed, with a true and effectual love : becauſe it is giv- 
up, for his ſake, what is moſt dear to us, viz. our 
own will and liberty, and making a preſent of it to 
him: *tis giving him what he chiefly calls for at our 
hands: whatſoever elſe we give him can never content 
him. He always preferred the ſacrifice of obedience be- 
ſore all other ſacrifices; becauſe here we ſaerifice to 
'him our own dear will, and immolate it, as it were, to 


his honour and glory. This kind: of love is the ſafeſt 


from illuſions: for whoſoever loves the command- 
ments of God, and his divine will ; and makes all that 
is in him fubmit thereunto, moſt certainly loves God; 
and is in the right way that will bring him ſafe to 
God. No. other devotion, without this, Can ſecure 
nanny man. 

+  Conclude to exerciſe thyſelf daily in all theſe ways 
of loving God: and ever remember, that loving God, 

and keeping his commandments, go always hand in 
hand: becauſe we cannot love God, without loving 
nou _ notified to us by his commandments. 


Nagation-Medngſday. 


05 other exercices of the love of *Y 


ONSIDER firſt, that divine love is alfs exer- 
ciſed in the penitential way, by ſouls that, like 
Magdalene, (of whom our Lord pronounced that many 
fins were forgiven her, becauſe ſhe loved much) go daily 
to the feet of Chriſt in ſpirit, to waſh them with their 
tears, flowing from a heart, full of a ſenſe of the infinite 
goodneſs of God, and of a deep regret for having of- 
fended that infinite goodneſs: by their fins: © Fhis ex- 
ercice of 


Som 


penitential love, as we ſee in the caſe of 
Magdalene, is moſt acceptable to our —— 
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effectual for obtaining the diſcharge of all our-fits : 


and, if diligently. purſued, is capable of advancing, even 
thoſe that have been the greateſt ſinners, to a high 
degree of virtue and ſanctity. And whoſoever has 
ſorfeited his baptiſmal innocence, by mortal fin, if 
he would follow the rules of Chriſtian prudence, in 
chuſing the ſafeſt way, in a caſe where his all is at ſtake, 
ſhould endeavour to purſue this exercice of penitential 
love, and never end it but with his life. Thus did 
all thoſe great penitents of old, who became afterwards 
ſuch glorious Saints. And this kind of exercice of love 
will become in a manner natural, to all ſuch as have a 
right ſenſe of what God is, and what ſin is; and of 
the dreadful evil they have been guilty of in offend- 
ing, though it were but once in their life, ſo great and 
ſo good a God. 5 | 
Conſider 2dly, that there are alſo other ways of 
mourning, in which we may exerciſe a love. of God, 
moſt agreeable to him, and beneficial. to ourſelves. As, 
when we fit down at the foot of the croſs ; and there 
eontemplating the extreme anguiſh and diſtreſs, the 
ſtripes, and wounds, the racking pains, and torments 


of our dear Redeemer, with all that complication: of : 


ſufferings in all kinds, which he endured in his paſſion, 
for the love of us; we excite in our ſouls ſuitable af- 
fections of an ardent love in the way of compaſſion, for 
our crucified lover, and feed this fire with tears, flowing, 
at the fight of his blood, which, as it ſhews forth, in 
the moſt ſenſible manner, his tender affection for us, 
ſo it moſt ſtrongly calls for a return of our love, ac- 
companied with a bitter grief to fee our beloved treated: 
with ſo much cruelty, and contempt. Upon the.ſame 
principle of the concern that every true lover has to- 


ſee the outtages offered to his beloved, we may alſo 


exerciſe a love moſt agreeable to our Lord, in mourn- 
ing for the innumerable ſins, that are daily committed 
againſt him, throughout the whole world: to ſee his 
infinite goodneſs ſlighted; his ſacred laws, and ordi- 


;Bances, troden under foot-z: his mercies continually 
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utmoſt contempt, by poor blind mortals, made by him, exerci 
and for him, redeemed by the blood of his Son, and which 
loaded with innumerable favours, to engage them to 
love him, and ſerve. him. Oh! how can any true 
lover of God endure to ſee theſe outrages offered to 
his infinite majeſty, without having his heart per fecti 
broken with grief, to ſee his love thus abuſed; :- -_ 

Conſider 3dly, that, beſides theſe exercices of the 
leve of benevolence, in the penitential and compaſſionate 
way; there is another moſt perfect exercice of love, 
and which comes the neareſt to the love of the bleſſed 

in heaven; and that is in the way of joy and congratu- 
lation: as when we rejoice in God, and in his bound- 
leſs perfections: when we are delighted to think that 
he is what he is; infinitely good, infinitely holy, inhi- 
nitely happy, infinitely perfect: that he is the ſovereign 
Lord of all; and that nothing can be added to him, be- 
cauſe he is every way infinite, O what a comfort, 
what a pleaſure, what a joy it is to a true lover of 
God, to think that whatſoever may come to himſelf, 
or to any other thing in the world; his love at leaſt, 
whom he loves without compariſon more than himſelf, 
and all things elfe, will always be infinitely glorious, 
infinitely rich, and infinitely happy ! O how like is this 
tbve to that of the bleſſed, even to that love that makes 
them bleſſed, which is an eteinal joy in God, and in all 
the beauties and perfections they contemplate in him 
This is their eternal delight. . 
Conclude to dedicate thyſelf, for time and eternity, 
to this moſt perfect love of God. Make it thy em- 
ployment here, and it will be thy eternal reward here- 


after. In the mean time, labour alfo to promote, as ta 
much as thou canſt, upon every occafion, the praiſe and hi 
glory of thy Maker, the intereſts of his kingdom, the fo 
fulfilling of all his wills, as well in thyſelf, as in all o- b. 
thers: be concerned at every thing that diſpleaſes him; fl 
thy heart continually in his hands: give thy ſelf, Rl 

and all things elſe, to him, a hundred times in the day. * 


r repeated. im the oRve,9 i 
enſure to thee the rich treaſure of divine love: by ſac ; 
exer- 
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exercices, thou wilt effectually chooſe the better part, 
which will never be taken from thee. ts wat 


| Aſcenfion - Day. 
On the Aſcenfion of our Lord. 


(CONSIDER firſt, that our Lord, after having em- 
ployed forty days upon earth, to comfort and en- 
courage his diſciples ; to confirm them in the faith of 
his reſurrection ; and to inſtruct them in the myſteries - 
of his Kingdom: on the fortieth day, taking them out 
with him'to mount Olivet, lifted up his hands, and gave 
them his bleſſing; and ſo aſcended up viſibly to hea- 
ven, before their eyes, till a cloud interpoſed, and took 
him out of their ſight. Bow thyſelf down, my ſoul, to 
receive with joy and gratitude this bleſſing of + Savi- 
our, aſcending now to his Father, and to thy Father ; 
follow him in ſpirit, and contemplate the triumphs and 
Joy of all the heavenly legions, hat come out to meet 
him, and attend him to his Father's throne : ſee how 
he brings along with him all the patriarchs, prophets, 
and ſpirits of the juſt, into thoſe regions of eternal 
bliſs, and preſents them to his Father, as the firſt fruits 
of his purchaſe, which he had made upon earth, with 
his precious blood. See with joy thy human nature, 
in the perſon of thy Lord, raiſed above all the Cheru- 
bims and Seraphims ; and ſeated at the right hand of 
God: and exerciſe thyſelf, upon this occaſion, in acts 
of love, in the way of congratulation, and of rejoicing 
at the exaltation, and at the triumphs of thy Saviour. 
Conſider 2dly, that our Lord, by his aſcenſion, has 
taken poſſeſſion of the kingdom of heaven, not only for 
himſelf, but alſo for us. He purchaſed this kingdom 
for us with his own blood: he opened the gates of it 
by his death; he ſhewed us the way to it by his re- 
fürrection; and, by his aſcenſion, has given us, as it 
were, an earneſt of our coming one day to reign there 
with him. He is our head ; we are his members: it 
is but natural that where the head is, there the 1 4 
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bers ſhould alſo be: it would be unnatural ; it would 
be keeping them in a ſtate of violence ; to keep them 
ſeparate from their head, What comfort then to Chri. 
ſtian ſouls to ſee their head, by this myſtery of his af. 
cenſion into heaven, raiſed to the higheſt ſeat in that 
eternal kingdom; in order to draw them thither after 
him; and, in the mean time, preparing a place for them 
there: that he may, in proper time, come and tale 
them to himſelf, that where he is, they alſo may be. St. 
John xiv. 

Conſider 3dly, what further motives we have for 
rejoicing in the aſcenſion of our Lord, when we reflect 
that he has entered into heaven, in quality of our pa- 
rent, of our friend, of our advocate and mediator, of 
our high prieſt, Fc. O what encouragements are here 
to raiſe our hopes]! We have a tender Father in hea- 
ven, the true parent of our ſouls, who has all power in 
the court of heaven, and takes exceedingly to heart 
our true intereſt : we have there, in the perſon of our 
| Redeemer, a moſt affeftionate friend, who loves us 
with an incomparable love: we have a moſt faithful 
mediator and advocate, who ever pleads for us with the 
powerful eloquence of his ſacred wounds, which he 
continually repreſents to his Father, in our behalf: we 
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has carried in to this heavenly ſanctuary, not the blood 
of oxen, or of goats, but his own moſt ſacred blood, 
ſhed for obtaining for us an everlaſting redemption. O 
ſee; my ſoul, upon how many accounts thou oughtelt 
to rejoice on this feſtival of the aſcenſion of thy Lord, 
if thou either loveſt him, or thyſelf. _ | 
Conclude to conſider this feſtival of the aſcenſion of 
our Lord, as one of the principal ſolemnities of the year. 
The church of God conſiders it as ſuch, and therefore, 
daily commemorates, in a particular manner, in the 
moſt ſacred myſteries, not only the paſſion and refur- 
rection, but alſo the afcenfion of her heavenly ſpoufe ; 
as the myſtery which put the laſt ſeal as it were to the 
great work of our redemption ; and placed this fleſh of 
ours in heaven, even at the right hand of the Father, 
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my — 
hed . A 
——— 2 
FLOG 
ä — 


8 — -- 


— — 
Pn 


have a high prieft, who, to make atonement for us, 
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which, at the fall of our firſt parents, had been ſens; 


tenced to return to its original earth. 4 + 20 


Friday after the Aſcenſion. a 7 | 


On the leſſons we are to learn from the Aſeenfion 
LY of our Lord. (14 


ONSIDER firſt, that as we ought to imitate the 


reſurrection of our Lord, by a ſpiritual reſurrection 
from the death of fin, to the life of grace: ſo we mult 
alſo imitate the aſcenſion of our Lord, by a ſpiritual a- 
ſcenſion into heaven, and by dwelling there in ſpirit with, 
him ; that, as we hope one day to aſcend thither after 
him in effect, we may learn the way, by aſcending 


after him, every daꝝ in affection. Our Lord has told 


us, that where our treaſure is, there our heart ſhall alſa 
be. Our ueaſure is that which we love the moſt and 
the beſt of all things : now if this be Chriſt, as it ought 
to be, as he is aſcended into heaven, our treaſure is in 
heaven; and therefore, our heart ſhould follow its 
treaſure, by aſcending after him, in ſpirit, into heaven, 
and by fixing there its abode with its beloved. O hap- 
py 3 F love, which teaches the ſoul to find in 
ſome meaſure a heaven upon earth; and, interiourly, 
to have always her converſation in heaven, whatever 


occupation, or company, ſhe may be exteriourly en- 


gaged in upon earth! 


Conſider 2dly, that, in order to be qualiſied to a- 
ſcend after Chriſt our Lord into heaven, we muſt firſt 
get rid of our vices, and criminal paſſions: for none of 


theſe can be admitted into that bleſſed abode-; there is 


no room for them there. The luſt of the fleſh, the luſi 


of the eyes, the. pride of life, can have no place in hea- 


ven: all their purſuits are earthly ; inſtead. of carrying 

the ſoul upwards: towards heaven, they preſs, her down 

towards hell. They are all ſlaves to Satan; they. bind, 
r her 


the poor ſoul faſt in his chains; they will not ſu 
to follow after Chriſt; they are his mortal enemies. 


thee : 


See then, my ſoul, if none of theſe have dominion over 
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thee: ſee if pride, avarice, paſſion, or luſt, have not 
more influence on thee, to keep thee afar off fromChriſt, 
in this region of fin and death, than the love of God | 
has to draw.thee up to heaven aſter him. O beg of thy Ot be 
Lord, through his triumphant aſcenſion, by which, 4. 7 
ſcending on high, he led captivity captive; he gave gift. \ 
to men, (Eph. iv. 8.) that he would break all thy bonds C 
in ſunder, which keep thee from aſcending after him; c 
and, by the precious gifts of his grace, ſet thee at liber. as it 
ty, to fly upwards with the wings of the dove, till thou heav: 
canſt come to repoſe in him, and with him. | ſcend 
Conſider 3dly,- that the ſoul can never be rightly with 
qualified to fly up towards heaven, by this ſpiritual a- ideas 
ſcenſion, as long as her wings, that is her affections, bein 


are not diſengaged. For as the bird cannot fly, if its him 
wings be either entangled, or dawbed over with bird- mor. 
lime: ſo the ſoul cannot fly, if her affections are either muſ] 
entangled in the nets of the world, or defiled with the begu 
birdlime of a miſplaced love. So that *tis not enough thin: 
for a ſoul that defires to aſcend to heaven after Chriſt, the | 
to be free from downright luſt, or other ſcandalous ex- in t 
ceſſes and paſſions; but ſhe muſt alſo be diſengaged in does 
her affections, from every love of perſon, or thing, that ſee 
ties her down as it were to the earth; that captivates me! 
her thoughts; that fills her. with ſolicitudes and per- diſt 
plexities; or otherwiſe takes off her heart from the love this 
of God. All ſuch love as this diſqualifies the ſoul from joy 
flying towards heaven ; it keeps her far below, grove- ( 
ling in the mire, Nor let her flatter herſelf that her af- Ap 
fections are innocent, becauſe the object is not of itſelf ſee 
criminal: for let the object be what it will, 'tis a crime _ the 
to prefer it to God; or to love it fo, as to forfeit, for not 
its ſake, the love of God. * Val an 
Conclude to be jealous of thyſelf, how thou -placeft 
thy affections here upon earth; leſt they hinder thy wo; 
flight towards thy true © treaſure in heaven: My love is th 
my weight, ſays St. Auguſtine, that way am I carried, af 
whitherſoever Jam carried. Ie . 5 ol 
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Saturday after the Aſcenſion. 
Other leſſons to be learnt from the aſcenſion of var 
Aue Lord. tend f ebe 


0 N SID ER firſt, that as, in conſequence of the 
aſoenſion of our Lord, we ought to be daily carried, 
as it were upon the wings of love, up to him in his 
heavenly kingdom; ſo. we ought, by this frequent a- 
ſcending thither, to be daily more and more enamoured 
with that kingdom of love; to conceive the higheſt 
ideas of that incomprehenſible. happineſs, of the ſoul's 
being there eternally united to her God, and abſorpt in 
him; and with the moſt ardent deſires, to long daily 
more and more for this fountain of life. But what then 
muſt the ſentiments of the ſoul be, When, after ſhe has 
begun, by the practice of this devotion, to reliſh ſome- 
thing of the ſweetneſs of the good things of her Lord.in 
the land: of the living; ſhe finds herſelf {til} a priſoner 
in this foreign land, in this earthly Babylon? O how. 
does ſhe! wiſh to be delivered from this captiyity ! To 
ſee an end of this long pilgrimage } How. does ſhe la- 
ment her- baniſhment in this vale of tears; at ſo great a 
diſtance from her true country! How does ſhe. deſpiſe 
this miſerable world, and even loath its choiceſt en- 


joyments ! O my foul that theſe were our ſentiments! 


Conſider 2dly, and give ear to the exhortation of the 
Apoſtle, Coloff. iii. 1. Sc. I you be riſen with Chriſt, 
[eek the things thut are above, where Chrift is fitting at 


| the rigbt hand of God © mind the things that are above, 


not the things that are on the earth. For you are dead, 
and your life is hid with Chriſt in God. When, Chrift 
ſhall appear, who is your life, then ſhall you alſo. appear 
with him in glory. Ho Chriſtians, 


| w: happy are thoſe C 
that enter into theſe ſentiments; \upon:gccalion of the 
aſcenſion of our Lord: who conſider Chxiſt as the great 
object of their love, and their true life; and, as Yin 
in heaven, fitting at the right hand of God, turnalltheir 
intentions and atfections towards heaven: who conſi- 
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der this their true life as abſent, and as hidden from 
them here below; and therefore, continually aſpire af. 
ter that happy revolution, when they ſhall ceaſe to die, 
and begin to live] And, in the mean time, whilſt they 
remain in this region of death, they ſeek, as much as 
they can, to diveſt themſelves of this bedy of death, by 
mortifying, as the Apoſtle admoniſhes, their member: 
that are upon earth ; and by cruciſying the fieſh, with th 
vices and concupiſcences. . 

"Conſider 3dly, that, as we are informed by church 
hiſtory, our Lord, at his aſcenſion, left the laſt prints of 
his feet upon the top of mount Oliver, i in the place from 
whence he aſcended: which no length of time, nor 
encampments of armies, or other accidents, or even 
induſtry of man, could ever efface, or cover over: that 
we might learn, that the true way for all that deſire th 
follow Chriſt, by aſcending after him into heaven, i is to 
have his footſteps always before their eyes, and to walk 
in them, b a diligent imitation of his life and conver- 
ſation.” They that are cateful to walk in his footſteps 
are his difcit les indeed: ànd they that are his diſciples 
Indeed, will Infallibly, if they penttweres aſcend to hea- 
ven after him, and be for ever with him. 

Conclude to lay up in thy heart all theſe leſlbns, which 
Chrift deſires to teach thee in his aſcenſion : and ſo to 
adhere to his footſteps, that nothing in life or m "_ 
ever ſeparate thee from him. 


Sunday within the Octave of the 
Aſcenſion. 
"On the precept of chariey to our neighbours. | 


ONSIDER firſt, that, * that oreateſt and 
firſt commandment; of loving God with our whele 
heart and ſoul, the next of all the divine precepts is, 


Thou Halt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. This, faith our 
Lord, is lite to the other, and indeed it has ſo neceſ- 


lary a connexion with it, that we cannot fulfil the one 
without 
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without the other. Gad is charity, ſays the beloved dil- 
ciple, 1 John iv. 16. and he that abideth in charity, abideth 
in Cod, and God in him. And again, he that loveth not 
(his neighbour) &noweth not G,; for God is charity, v. 
8. And again, if any man ſay, I love God, and hateth his 
brother, 2 is a liar, v. 20. Theſe two precepts of 
charity; by which we are commanded, in the firſt place, 
to love God above all things; and, in the next place, to 
love our neighbours as ourſelves, contain an abridgment 
of the whole duty of a Chriſtian. They are two bran- 
ches that ſpring from the ſame rout ; and belong to the 


ſelf ſame divine virtue: becauſe the ſame motives that 


oblige us to love God for his own goodnels ſake, oblige 
us alſo to love all that are made after his image, and re- 
deemed by the, blood of his Son, for the ſake of their 
Maker and Redeemer. Tis he that requires this love 
of us; and requires it in ſuch manner, as that we 


ſhould love him in our neighbours, and love them in 


him. O the infinite goodneſs and bounty of our God! 
that, notwithſtanding the immenſe diſtance there is be- 
twixt us and him, he ſhould be pleaſed to put us as it 
were upon an equality, by requiring that we ſhould love 
one another, with the like love, and upon the ſame mo- 
tive, as we love himſelf. BTK 

Conſider adly, that this charity to our neighbours is 
ſo eſſentially neceſſary to ſalvation, that, without it, tho' 
we ſpoke with the tongues of men and Angels, and had 
the gift of prophecy, and all knowledge of the deepeſt 
myſteries, and faith ſtrong enough even to remove 


mountains, we ſhould ſtill be nothing; and though we 


ſhould give our whole ſubſtance to the poor, and our bo- 
dies to the flames, it would profit us nothing, faith St. 
Paul, 1 Cor, xiii. He that loveth not, ſaith St. John, 
abideth in death, 1 John iii. 14. He is in darkneſs, and 
walketh in darfneſs, and I uo weth not whither he, gaeth,; 


becanſe the darkneſs hath klinded , his. eyes, chap. it. 13 


And this charitys which is ſo, neceſſary to ſalvation, 
mult be general; for, as we learn from our Lord in the 
parable: of the good Samaritan, St. Lutte x, all men, 


vithout exception of nations or opigjons, are here to be 
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conſidered as our neighbours : and if there ſhould be 
any one mortal, whom we ſhould exclude from our cha- N 
rity, our heavenly Father would exclude us from his 6 
mercy. St. Matt. xviii. 35. 

Conſider 3dly, how much our Lord takes to heart, 
that we ſhould have this mutual love and charity for 
one another. He has made it his favorite command. 
ment; the very badge by which he would have his dif. 
ciples known and diftinguiſhed, I give you a new con- 
mandment, ſaith he, St. Fehn xiii. 34, 35. that you love 
one another, as I have loved you. By this ſhall all min 
now that you are my diſciples, if you have love for one 
another, And chap: xv. 12. This is my commandment, 
that you love one another, as I have loved you. And this 
mutual love for one another, he deſires may be fo per- 
fect, that it may, in ſome meaſure, reſemble the love 
and union that there is between him and his Father: 
as he has declared in that heavenly prayer that he made 
for his diſciples, St. Jobn xvii. 20, 21. And not for them chan 
only, ſaid he, do I pray, but for them alſs, who, through xi 
heir word, ſhall believe in mee that they all may be one, fulf 


as thou, Father, in me, and I in thee : that they alſo may and 
he one in us: that the world may believe that thou haft 7001 
ent me. This mutual love, this union and charity, he alſe 


inculcates in theſe ſtrong terms, in this laſt conference, and 
of his mortal life, with his beloved diſciples ; that both of 
they and we might conſider it as his laſt dying injunc- Ct 
tion; and as a moſt precious legacy, which he has br- {t1; 
queathed to us all. O my ſoul, embrace this legacy of af 
love, which has been thus left thee by thy Lord, dying CI 
for the love of the. | „1 

Conclude to prove thyſelf henceforward to be a diſ- ar 


eiple of Chriſt indeed, by this ſpirit of univerſal charity . 
for all; as he has died out of charity for all. In the be- cl 
ginning of the church the multitude of the believers. had 4 


But one heart, and one font, Acts iv. 32. Such was their 7 
mutual love and union. O bleſſed charity, when ſhal! t 


we ſee thee once more reign in this manner amonꝑſt 
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M ;nday within the Octave of the 
Aſcenſion. im 


On the excellence of fraternal charity. 
1 - 
FOI firſt, that charity is the queen of 


virtues, and the moſt excellent of them all, ac- 
cording to the doctrine of the Apoſtle. 1, Cor. xiii. 13 
and this, not only as ſhe loves God in himſelf, but 
alſo as ſhe loves him in our neighbours, by loving 
them for his ſake : for, as the motive is the ſame in 
both theſe loves, ſo, the virtue is the fame. Hence 
St. Peter calls upon all Chriſtians, 1 Peter iv. 8. BE- 
FORE ALL THINGS have a conſtant mutual charity: 
ar charity covereth the multitude of fins. And St. 
Paul, Coloſſ. iii. 14, ABOVE ALL theſe THINGS have 
charity, which is the band of perfection. He adds, Rom. 
Xiit. 8. 10. that the love of our neighbours is the 
fulfilling of the law and commandments of God: 
and Gal. v. 14. That all the law is fulfilled in this one 
word : thou ſbalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf. Hence 
alſo St.. John the beloved diſciple, both: in his. words, 
and in bis writings, continually inculcated this duty 
of loving one another, as the. favourite virtue of Jeſus 
Chriſt; and, in a manner, the whole duty of a Chri- 
ſtian. O my ſoul let us then embrace, with all our 
affections, this amiable virtue, this chief favourite of 
Chriſt and his Saints: let us value it as an ineſti- 
mable treaſure: and be ever willing rather to loſe 
any thing elſe than this bleſſed charity. 
Conſider a2dly, that we may with truth apply to 
charity, what the wiſeman writes of wiſdom : that 


all good things came ta him together with her, and innu- 


merable riches through her hands, Miſd. vii. 11. what 
theſe riches are. that come' through the hands of cha- 


Tity, we learn from the Apoſtle, 1, Cor. xiii. . 4 


& c. Charity is patient, is kind : charity enuieth not, 
dealeth not perverſely ; is not puffed up; is not ambi- 
» Een tious; 
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"revenge, Sc: the ſoul is always in a ſtorm; the is a 
ſtranger to peace; the is in confuſion and darkneſs ; 
and the very image of hell: where 'tis no ſmall part 


this heavenly charity: ſhe will teach thee, whilſt 
thou art here upon earth, to emulate the love of the 
bleſſed in heaven: ſhe alone will bring thee to their 


; happy company). l 


tious; ſeeketh not her own (that is, ſhe is not ſelf- 
iſh) ſhe is not provoked to anger, ſbe thinketh no evil; 
ſhe rejoiceth not in iniquity (that is, in any thing that is 
wrong) but rejoiceth with the truth (being pleaſed with 
all that is right and true 7 ſhe beareth all things, be- 
lieveth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things, 
&c. Sce my ſoul, how many virtues are the conſtant 
attendants, and offspring of charity. O how amiable js 
this character of the truly charitable Chriſtian! O 
how lovely is this parent of all this heavenly train 
Conſider 3dly, that charity, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, mo! 


is indeed a heavenly virtue as well becauſe ſhe wit 
maintains her ground in heaven, and receives her full and 
perfection there, where faith and hope are no more: fe 
(Charity, faith the Apoſtle 1 Cor. xiii. 8, never falleth Ill, 
away.) as alſo becauſe the eternal charity of the Saints in 
is no ſmall part of their heavenly happineſs : their love of 
of God is their eſſential bliſs; their love of one fur 
another in God, and the joy that they conceive at one m⸗ 


another's happineſs, multiplies, as I may ſay, their lo 
heaven, to as many fold, as there are happy ſpirits th 
and Saints in heaven. And no wonder, ſince charity, ar 
even here below, when it is perfect, brings with it of 
unſpeakable joy, and, in a manner, a heaven upon is 


earth; by keeping all the paſſions under, and eſta- hi 
bliſhing 3 of peace, and joy, in the ſoul. As, 
on the other 


and, where there is no charity, the 
paſſions are all let looſe; hatred, envy, jealouſy, 


of their miſery that they cannot love. | 
Conclude to afpire ,as much as thou art able, after 
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nl Tue/day within the Octave of the 
1 with ; | 
EF: Afeenfon 


On the exercice of fraternal charity. 


ONSIDER firft, that the charity which we 
owe to our neighbours, like that by which we 
love God, is in the nature of a fire, which is ever in 
motion; and muſt be kept alive by being nouriſhed 
with it's proper fewel, by the means of repeated acts; 
and theſe not exerciſed only by affection, but by ef- 
fects: my little children faith St. John (1. John ch. 
ii. 15.) let us love, not in word, ner in tongue, but 
in deed, and in truth, Fraternal charity is not a love 
of concupiſcence; tis not a ſelfiſh love, that looks no 
further, than at the honour, profit, or pleafure, which 
may accrue to one's ſelf from our neighbours: tis a 
love of ſincere benevolence : now as tis the nature of 
the love of benevolence, to defire, to ſeek, to procurt, 
and to promote, whatever may be for the real good 
of the perfon beloved; to be delighted with all that 
is to his advantage ; and to be concerned: at all that 
hurts him: ſo this benevolent love, which we owe to 
our neighbours; by virtue of the precept of fraternal 
charity, is to be kept alive in our ſouls, by repeated 
acts of its own kind; by frequently exerciſing, in fa- 
vour of our neighbours, as well the ſpiritual, as the 
corporal works of mercy; with a pure intention of 
God's glory, and their welfare; by bewailing their 
errors and vices; by earneſtly praying for their con- 
verſion and ſalvation; and neglecting: nothing in our 
power to procure it. Do we evidence our charity 
for our neighbours, by the exercice of ſuch: acts us 
: theſe ? N 1 t WD 3: 319 
Conſider 2dly, that the love of true charity, which 
we are commanded to bear to our neighbours, is to 
love them for God's ſake; to love them in God; and 
in order to God. Fraternal charity is a 1 
that 


1 
* * 
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that ſame divine virtue, by which we love God; and 


ought ever to be grounded upon the ſame divine motive 
of God's own 25 — goodneſs. No carnal, worldly, 
or natural affection, influenced by fleth and blood, or 
by any other conſideration but God, can be called 
charity. If then we would fulfil chis great precept, 
we muſt not content ourſelves with loving our neigh- 
bours at any rate: heathens and publicans often love 
one another, and aſſiſt one another, and yet they are 
void of divine charity. But we muſt love according 
to God, and with relation to God : we muſt love in 
our neighbours the image of God: we muſt conſider 
them as made by him, and for him ; and as redeemed 
by the precious blood of his Son: we muſt love them 
for his ſake ; and becauſe it is his holy will and com- 
mandment. And we muſt exerciſe the acts of this 
love, by contributing, on every occcaſion, all that lies 
in us, to bring them to the love of God here, and 
to his kingdom. hereafter ; that they may glorify him 
in a happy eternity. This is true charity indeed. 
Conſider Zdly, by what rules we are to be directed, 
and regulated, in the exercice of the love of our neigh- 
bours. The old commandment of the divine law was 
to love every neighbour as ourſelves, 
mandment of the goſpel of Chriſt, is 0 love every 
neighbour, even as Chrift has loved us, John xiii. 34. 
Have we ever ftriouſly reflected upon the perfection of 
love, which theſe rules require of us? To love 
our neighbours as ourſelves. O how tender is the love 
we bear ourſelves! how intent upon our own welfare | 
how ſenſible of every thing that we apprehend as 
evil to us ! Is the love of our F neighbours any thing like 
this? Do we treat them as we would deſire to be 
treated ourſelves? Do we wiſh them the ſame good 
as we wiſh ourſelves ? Are we concerned at the evils 
which befall them, as if they had befallen ourſelves ? 
I fear we cannot ſay it. Again. To love" our neigh- 
bars, as Chrift has loved us. O what a love was 
this! He has laid down his very life for the love of 
us: and this without any deſert on our ſide: for we de- 
ſerved 
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ſeryed nothing but hell: we were his enemies by fin. 
Can our love for our neighbours ſtand the teſt of this 
rule? Are we willing to part with ſo much as our own 
humour, ourconvenience, our inclinations, ourpleafare, 
or ſatisfaction, for the love of our neighbours, and rather 
than give them occaſion of grief, or fin ? If not, how 
far are we from loving our neighbours, as Chriſt has 
joved us! 

Conclude to exerciſe daily repeated acts of fraternal 
charity, both in the affective, and the effective way: 
leſt otherwiſe thy love for thy neighbours, for want 
of nouriſhment, quickly languiſh away and die. Have 
thy eye always upon thoſe two great rules of charity; 
and regulate thy love by them. OO ER 


Wedneſday within the Octave of the 
= Aſcenſion. CH 
On the different branches of fraternal charity. 


(CONSIDE R. firſt, that charity is fruitful in its 

offspring, and ſpreads itfelf into differetit branches; 
in order to make the whole man perſect; by regula- 
ting both his judgment, and his will; and directing him, 
in his thoughts, in bis words, and in his actions. 
For there is a charity that corrects the natural bent of 
our corruption, which is ever tending to ſuſpect, and 
judge the worſt, of our neighbours; and to be harſh, 
and cenſorious in their regard. And there is a charity 
that inclines the will in their favour, ſo as to wiſh them 
well in every reſpect, and to forgive all injuries. There 
is a charity that employs the thoughts, in ſtudying to 
promote their good, and to prevent and remedy their 
evils: and there is a charity that directs the tongue, 
and reſtrains it from uttering any words, to the preju- 
dice of any one. In fine, there is a charity that fea» 
ſons and ſweetens the whole body of our actions, as 
far as they relate to our neighbours, and ſquares them 
all according to that golden rule, of doing in every 
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thing as we would be done by. The, practice of al 
theſe branches of charity, in God, and for God, makes 
a perfect Chriſtian, and brings to God. 
Conſider 2dly, that, amongſt the branches of frater- 
nal „ there is one that our Lord ſeems to take 
in a ſpecial manner to heart; inſomuch that he has de- 
clared our eternal lot ſhall be decided, by our dil. 
gence, or negligence, in the exercice of it, Matt. xxy, 
and this is charity to the poor. Theſe he declares he 
has ſubſtituted in his own ftead ; and what we do for 
them, he takes as done for himſelf, v. 40, 45. This 
branch of charity, duly exercifed, in proportion to 
every man's circumſtances, will bring thouſands 
one day into the happy tabernacles of everlaſting life. 
But where ſhall the unjuſt ſtewards then appear, who, 
having the ſubſtance of their maſter, viz. their worldly 
riches, entruſted in their hands, with exprefs orders to 
employ their ſuperfluities at leaſt, in relieving the ne- 
ceſſities of his poor children; either covetouſly detain, 
or prodigally ſquander away, that which ſhould be 
their ſupport; and to which they have an indiſputable 
title? Alas! What a figure will their extravagant ex- 
pences then make] What account will they be able to 
give, of all that they have ſacrificed to pride, and va- 
Atty; to luxury and intemperance; to gaming and cri- 
minal diverſions I. Will not all theſe robberies-of the 
ſubſtance of the poor cry. to heaven againſt them for 
vengeance;at that da?? 
Conſider dly, that there is ſtill another branch of 
charity, the moſt difficult of all, and yet abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to ſalvation,” and that is to love our enemies. / 
ay. to you, ſaith our Lord, Matt. v. 44, love your ene- 
mies, de gaod to them that hate you: and pray for them 
that per ſecute and calumniate you. And this he inſiſts 
upon in ſuch mannet, as to exclude from his mercy 
here, and from his kingdom heteafter, all ſuch às ex- 
clude any one, how much an enemy ſoever; from 
their charity. But hows ſhall we acquire, or how 
thall' WMesdpractiſe, this: charity for our enemies? O 
tis not a virtue of our own growth: it muſt come 
down 
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dowlf to us from heaven, from our great Father, 10 
mateth his ſun to rife upon the good and bad, and raineth 
upon the juft and the unjuſt. Tis by fervent, prayer 
we muſt obtain it; and, when we have got it, we muſt 
lay it up in our hearts as a rich heavenly treaſure : 
and exerciſe it, as the Saints have done, by praying 
for our enemies in ſincerity of heart, and ſeeking, on all 
occaſions, 'to overcome, in their regard, evil with good. 
O how happy ſhall we be, if, by any ſuch means as 
theſe, we prevail to bring them, that before were our 
enemies, to be, for the time to come, friends both ta 
God and to us? *Tis what the Saints have often done 
by: their charity, by their meekneſs, and by their 
ers, : 
Conclude to labour with all thy power, both to ac- 
quire, and to exerciſe, all theſe branches of charity, if 
thou defireſt to come to God, who 7s charity, and wha 
is not to be come at but by charity. _ 


Thurſday the Octave of the Aſcenſion. 
Ou the great pattern of charity. _ 


ONSIDER firſt, how Chriſt Jeſus. our Lord 

has given us himſelf for a pattern of perfect cha- 
rity, in the parable of the good Samaritan, (Luke x.) 
He himſelf came down in perſon from his throne above, 
to ſave poor man, who had unhappily fallen among the 
infernal robbers ; and was ſtript by them of all grace; 
and grievouſly wounded in all his faculties. He was 
the good ſhepherd, that came down to ſeek with' ſor- 
row the. loſt ſheep, in order to lay him upon his own 
ſhoulders, and carry him home, with joy, to his hea- 
venly fold. * Tis here we plainly. diſcover the infinite 
charity both of the Father, and of the. Son. By this 
hath the charity of God appeared towards us, ſays the 
beloved diſciple, becauſe God hath ſent his only begotten 
Son into the world, that we may live by him. In this. 1s 
charity not as though we had loved God, but m—_ | - 
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hath fir loved us, and ſent his San to be a propitiatin 
for our jms, 1 John iv. 9, 10. 

Conſider 2dly, that the whole life of Chriſt was a 
continual exercice of divine charity. From the firſ 
moment of his conception, in the womb of his blef- 
fed mother, till his expiring on the croſs, his ſoul wa 
ever employed in loving his heavenly Father, and 
in offering himſelf to all his wills; and for the 
love of his Father, and becauſe it was his Father's 
will, he dedicated his whole life alſo to the love of 
us ; ever thinking on us, praying for us, and labouting 
for our eternal ſalvation. But O the infinite charity 
he has ſhewn us in all that he endured in his paſſion and 
death for the love of us! Chriſtians paſs over in your 
minds all the ſtages of his paſſion, from his prayer and 
agony in the garden, to his expiring on the croſs: 
and fee the multitude, and variety, of torments he has 
there ſuffered for us. Ah! how muh have our ſins coſt 
this innocent lamb of God] Ah how dearly has he 

loved us! O, my ſoul, in the midſt of all theſe tortures 

he had thee in his heart; and, even then, was plead- 
ing thy cauſe, with his eternal Father, when, by thy 
ſins, thou waſt crucifying him. O! what return ſhall 
we make him for this infinite love 

Conſider 3dly, that the Son of God has not only 
loved us, during the whole courſe of his mortal life ; 
and loved us even to death, by laying down his life 
for the love of us; but he has carried his love for us 
beyond the bounds of death, in an admirable legacy, 
which he has bequeathed us, the night before his paſ- 


ſion ; by means of which, to ſatisfy his love, he re- 


mains always with us, in the divine myſteries ; even 
to the end of the world. Here he feeds our ſouls with 
his precious body, and blood: here he unites us to 
himſelf, in ſuch manger as to abide in us, and we in 


him: here he is a perpetual ſource of grace, of love, and 


of true life, to our ſouls : here he communicates hinm- 
ſelf to us, like the manna of heaven, for the ſupport 
of our pilgrimage, till he brings-us to the true land 
of promiſe; where he will lovingly give himſelf to us 
for all eternity. And ſhall not ſo much charity on 
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his part, oblige us to dedicate alſo our whole ſouls to 


this divine virtue? 871 

Conclude to have always before thy eyes this great 
pattern of love, that thou mayſt learn from him, how 
thou art to love both thy God, and thy neighbour. 


N. B. As the feſtiuals of St. George, of St. Philip, and 
St. James, and of the Finding of the Croſs, uſually. fall 
between Eaſter and Aſcenſion ; we ſhall ſet down in 
this place the meditations,that are to be read on thoſe days. 


April 23. 
On St. GEORGE, 


CONSIDER fuſt, that we know little more of 
the particulars of St. George's life, but that he 
was a Chriſtian ſoldier, an illuſtrious martyr, and 
a glorious Saint. He was a ſoldier; we all ought 
ta be ſoldiers of Chriſt. In our baptiſm, we have 
declared a perpetual war, with the world, with the 
fleſh, .and with the devil, as the mortal enemies of our 
great king, the king of kings, Jeſus Chriſt; the mor- 
tal enemies of our true country, the heavenly Jeruſa- 
lem; and the mortal enemies of our own dear fouls : 
we have liſted ourſelves ſoldiers, in our confirmation, 
under the royal ſtandard of the croſs of Chrift ; and 
have obliged ourſelves. to bear him perpetual allegiance, 
and fidelity. But have we fulfilled theſe engagements? 
Have we behaved ourſelves as becomes the ſoldiers 
of Chriſt? Have we ſtood to our colours? Have we 
fought manfully. the battles of our Lord ? Or have we 
not rather, deſerted.the cauſe ? Have we not been re- 
bels to our true king? Have we not changed fides, and 
preferred. the following the ſtandard of Satan, before 
that of Jeſus Chriſt? O be: confounded at your paſt 


diſloyalties ; and, now at leaſt, return to your allegiance. 


Conſider 2dly, that St. George was a martyr -* that 
is, a witneſs to the divinity of Chriſt, and to the truth 
of his doctrine; by 
7, 9 0 


chooſing rather to lay down his 
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life, by the worſt of torments, than to renounce Jeſus 
Chriſt, and his Goſpel. We are all obliged to be wit. 
neſſes alſo to Jeſus Chriſt, and to his Goth both by 
our profeſſion, and by our lives. We are all obliged 
to be in a conſtant diſpoſition, of ſuffering death itſelf, 

ther than renounce our allegiance to Chriſt, by wil. 
ful fin. We muſt all make our way to heaven, through 
many tribulations, and perſecutions, in one ſhape, or 
other : and ſo far are we all obliged to be martyrs. But 
alas! how far are we from the diſpoſitions of the mar- 
tyrs, who ſuffered chearfully all kind of torments fot 
the love of Chriſt ; when we are ſo unwilling to ſuffer 
the leaſt contradiction to our humour, or to part with 
any of our pleaſures for the love of him; and are 
quickly overcome with every ſlight temptation? 

Conſider 3dly, that St. George, though living in the 
world, in a condition of life, which one would think 
moſt oppoſite to ſanity, was, nevertheleſs, a glorious 
Saint. To teach us that ſanctity is conſiſtent with 
every lawful calling : and that, if we are not Saints, the 
fault is not in the ſtation of life, in which Providence 
has placed us; but in our not correſponding with thoſe 
graces, which God daily offers us, to ſanctify us in our 
calling. *Tis, the love of God, and of our neigh- 
bours, that makes Saints; and the more perfect ' this 
love is, the more perfect Saints. As then no lawful 
calling excludes the love, either of God, or of our 
neighbours ; ſo no lawful calling can hinder us from 
being even eminent Saints; if we are truly deſirous of 
it. The ſoldier that loves God better, is a greater 
Saint, than the monk, that loves him leſs. 


Conclude to aim, with all thy power, at this heavenly 


love, as St. George did; and he that crowned St. 
George will alſo crown thee : the beſt way to ho- 
nour the Saints of God; is to love, and to imitate in 
them, that which made them Saints, | 
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May 1. a 
On St. Philip, and St. James. 


C9 NSIDER firſt, that St. Philip, and St. James, 
were both diſciples of Chriſt, train'd up in his hea- 
venly ſchool, In quality of Chriſtians, we ought all to be 
ſuch, as the very name of. a Chriſtian ſignifies a diſciple, 
that is, a ſcholar, and follower of Jeſus Chriſt, They 
were both called by Chriſt, and readily left all things 
elſe to follow him : and, from that time, inſeparably 
adhered to him. How often have we alſo been called 
by him; by his interiour graces ? But have we ever d 4g 
followed him in earneſt ? Have we ever yet ſeriouſly 
renounced the love of the world; and every tie, that 
offered to keep us from him? Have we as yet ever 
ſtuck to him, ſo as to be his. conſtant attendants ? They 
were both choſen by Chriſt to be of the number of the 
twelve apoſtles: they were both zealous preachers of 
the faith ; and, after gaining innumerable ſouls to God, 
they both ſealed. their doctrine with their blood. Happy 
we, if by our words, or works, we can alſo be inſtru- 
mental in gaining ſouls to God! Happy we, if we 
might ſuffer, or even lay down our lives, for ſo good a 
cauſe, 

Conſider 2dly, that St. Philip had no ſooner found 
Chriſt, but he was willing to make his friend Natha- 
nael partaker of the ſame happineſs; and therefore 
brought him alſo to Chriſt. This was friendſhip in- 
deed : this was true charity, to take his friend with 
him to Chriſt; Alas ! how many now a days engage 
their friends in a, partnerſhip of their ertors and'vices ! 
How many lead them with them to their criminal di- 
verſions, or otherwiſe bring them into fan ! But how 
few have the charity to carry them effectually to 
Chriſt? How few labour to rechim them from the 
errors of their ways; and from the broad road, in 
which they are walking ? How: few ſuggeſt. ta-their 
friends, how they may find Chriſt, by a ſpiritual. re- 

| D.d 2 treat, 
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treat, by a good general confeſlion; by the daily prac- 

> Kavi meditation &c, ! This would be friendihip in- 
eed..... 

Conſider 3dly, that St. James was remarkable for 
the great auſterity of his life, and for his continual 
prayer Do we deſire to come to a ſhare in his hea- 
venly glory? The mortification of our own humours, 
and paſhons; frequent voluntary ſelf-denials, and 
ſpirit of penance for our {ins ; joined with conſtant and 
fervent prayer, will bring us effectually to his com. 
pany. We are told that, by reaſon of the great ſanRity 
of his life, he alone was allowed to enter into the 
Sancta Sanforum, or the inward ſanctuary of the tem- 
ple. But what was a much greater advantage to him, 
was that he was allowed to enter into the true ſanc- 
tuary of God, in his own interiour, as often as he 
pleaſed, and there to find him all alone, and to con- 
verſe, as familiarly with him as he pleaſed, by the 
means of mental prayer. This kind of entring into 
the ſanctuary, God is both willing and defirous to al- 
low to us all: and 'tis the practice of this, is the ſe- 
cureſt way to introduce us hereafter into his eternal 
ſanctuary. 3 TOM 
| Conclude to honour, and to imitate, theſe bleſſed 
Saints, in ſuch manner, during thy mortal pilgrimage, 
that they may receive thee one day into the everlaſting 
manſions of bliſs. i 


May 3. 
On the finding of the Croſs. 


(CONSIDER firſt, that on this day, the church 

of God, to honour the paſſion of Chriſt, celebrates 
the yearly memorial of the finding of the Croſs, that 
ſacred inſtrument of our redemption, ſanctified by the 
blood of the Son of God. This holy tree of life, 
had lain long deep buried in the earth; and a ſtatue of 
Venus, had been erected by the infidels over the place ; 
when the pious empreſs St, Helen, was inſpired to ſeek 
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after it; and at length happily difcovered it, together 
with the title that had been faſtened to it ; and the nails 
with which our Lord had been pierced. This diſcovery 
of the croſs of Chriſt was followed by illuſtrious mira- 
cles, to the greater glory of his name, who ad hum- 
bled himſelf to the death of the croſs for our redemption. 
Give thanks, Chriſtians, for this miraculous finding of 
the croſs of your Redeemer. Turn this day your de- 
votion towards the triumphs. of his ſacred. paſſion; it 
was by the croſs he was lifted up from the earth; and 
beginning his reign from that tree, he drew all things 
to himſelf, O beg of him now, by all his mercy, to 
draw at leaſt your poor hearts to him 

Conſider 2dly, the leſſons we are to learn, by occaſion 
of this feſtival : eſpecially the diſpoſitions we ought to 
be in, with regard to the croſs. If we have not the cou- 
rage to ſeek it, like St. Helen; at leaſt we ought to re- 
ceive it, when, without our ſeeking, it comes to us 
from the hand of Providence; and to lay it upon our 
ſhoulders in order to follow him, who redeemed us by 
the croſs. O! if we did but know the treaſures of 
grace, and of comfort here, and of heavenly glory here- 
after, which are laid up for us in the croſs; we ſhould 
not only ſubmit to it with patience, but embrace it with 
joy, as the inexhauſtible ſource of all good, both ſor 
time and eternity. Chriſtians, aſſure yourſelves there 
is no going to heaven, without a croſs upon your ſhoul- 
ders. We muſt ſuffer with. Chriſt, before we can reign 
with him. 180 | L | 

Conſider 3dly, that the croſs is the ſchool of all Chri- 
ſtian virtues, | As our Lord was: pleaſed to give us moſt 
excellent leſſons of them all, from his croſs: ſo he gives 
us the means and opportunity of exerciſing them all, in 
the carriage of our croſſes, which he allots us. Here we 
learn to imitate his perfect conformity to the will of his 
Father: here we learn to practiſe his humility, by hum- 
bling ourſelves under the hand of God: here we learn 
the practice of his meekneſs, his patience, his charity 
for his enemies, and his obedience unto death; and 
(that which is hardeſt of all for us to attain to) his ptefer- 
D d 3 ring 
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ring in practice, the poverty, pain, and ignominy of 


XXIV. 5 
the croſs, before all the riches, pleaſures and-honours of WW 4/e/ing 
this world. O bleſſed ſchool, in which we learn ſuch venly e 
heavenly leſſons the wl 

Conclude, if thou wouldſt be a true diſciple of Jeſus WW Whit! 
Chriſt, not to fly from the croſs, but to take it up wil. ]W much 
lingly, whereſoever thou findeſt it, and to follow him, a buſy 
O never be of the number of thoſe unhappy Chriſtians, and t 
whom the Apoſtle laments, as enemies of the croſs of templ 
Chrift : who, by. indulging their paſſions and luſts, ſeek their! 
to bury the croſs nder the ſtatue of Venus. endea 

| LEES that n 
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On preparing the foul for the Holy Ghoſt. and te 

| | ö ing o 
ONSID ER firſt, that when we celebrate the ne 

/ Chriſtian ſolemnities, we ought not only to ho- the r 

nour the myſteries we commemorate, and give praiſe thous 


and glory to the Author of all good, for his benefits to and 
his church; but alſo to enter into the ſpirit of the ſo- 
lemnity, by aiming, as much as poſſible, at the diſpoſi- in th 
tions of ſoul, which are ſuitable to the myſteries we ce- 


reco 

lebrate. And thus when we are preparing to keep the O 
ſolemn feaſt of Pentecoſt, the day when the Holy Ghoſt Hoh) 
came down upon the firſt Chriſtians, it ought to be the arde 
reat ſubjectof our devotion, to prepare our ſouls for the obta 
Holy Ghoſt ; that ſo we may be alſo favoured with his aſſur 
viſit, at this holy time; and may plentifully partake of that 


his gifts and graces. O my ſoul, do thou aſpire after that 

this happineſs, (the greateſt of any thou canſt enjoy on 

this ſide of eternity) to have the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit four 
of the living God, to come to thee, to take full poſſeſ- witt 
ſion of thy interiour ; and to abide for ever with thee | i 

O ſpare no pains in preparing a proper lodging for him. calle 

Conſider 2dly, how the Apoitles prepared themſelves Or 

for the Holy Ghoſt, As i. 14. They were perſevering, deſi 

ſaith the Scripture, with one mind in prayers. And Luke Inf 

8 XXIV. . 


ro 


and ſolitude; therein to breath the purer air of devotion, 
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xxiv. 53. They were always in the temple, praiſing and 
bleſſing. God. They prepared their ſouls for this hea- 
venly gueſt, by a ſpiritual exercice of ten days: they ſpent 
the whole time, from the Aſcenſion of our Lord till 
Whitſunday, in recollection and prayer. Retired, as 
much as might be, from the hurry and diſtractions of 
a buſy noiſy world, they attended in ſilence, to God 
and their ſouls. They were always at prayer in the 
temple of God: and, by that means, they preparec 
their ſouls to be the temple of God. Happy they that 
endeavour to make the like preparation ! Happy they 
that make it their practice to prepare themſelves, every 
year, at this time, for the coming of the Holy Ghoſt, 
by a ſpiritual retreat of ſome days. If thy circum- 
ſtances, O my ſoul, will not allow thee this retirement 


and to aſpire, in a more ſuitable manner, after the com- 
ing of the Spirit of God; at leaſt wiſh for this happi- 
neſs: and, if thou canſt do nothing more; at leaſt, in 
the midſt of all thy other employments, call in thy 
thoughts, as often as thou canſt, into thy cloſet within: 
and there entertain thyſelf with thy God. W S 
will contribute more effectually to fix the Holy Gho! 
in thy foul, than this practice of aiming at an inward 
recollection, in the midſt of all thy works. ＋ 
Conſider 3dly, that the great means to bring the 
Holy Ghoſt into our ſouls, is to invite him thither b). 
ardent defires, and fervent prayer. Thus the Apoſtles 
obtained him : and the word of God, in many places, 
aſſures us, that this is the way for our obtaning all good: 
that bur heavenly Father will give his good $orrix to all 
that aſk him, Luke xi. 13: and that an ardent deſire, a 
perfe& hunger and thirſt after this heavenly Spirit, the 
fountain of all juſtice, is the means to be filled both 
with him, and his gifts. I wiſhed, ſays the wiſe man, 
Miſdom vii. 7. and under ſtanding was given me: and 
called upon God, and the ſpirit of wiſdom came upon me. 
O my foul, fee thou ſeek him in this manner, by fervent 
defires and prayer; but let it be with thy whole heart. 
In finding him thou wilt find all good: for he is the _ 
3 o W- 
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flowing ſource of all good: without him thou art no- 


thing but miſery and ſin. O come, divine Spirit, to br i 

my ſon], that longs after thee ; and bring with thee all cipline 

thy heavenly treaſures, O do thou prepare thyſelf a what 
proper lodging in my heart; and then take full poſſeſ- of the 
ſion of it, for time and eternity. thou n 

Conclude to ſpare no pains, in uſing all means in thy MW of love 


power, to engage this divine ſpirit to come to viſit thee, 
and to take up his abode with thee: frequently invite rity, a 
him with the ven: ſancte ſpiritus, &c. 2 hymn that he carnal 


himſelf has inſpired. He willingly comes to thoſe, that and, tl 
ſincerely and heartiiy invite him. | | — A 

| | g not in 

M hit:ſun- Eve. — 

On the diſpoſi ions neceſſary for receiving ibe ET 
Holy Ghoſt. in the 
Hosp frtt, that the ſoul, which defires to Cor 

; receive the Holy Ghoſt, muſt prepare a clean lodg- eres 
ing, to entertain him in: that is, a conſcience and heart they | 
pure and ,clear from wilful fin. If any perſon of di- nt 


ſtinction were to honour us with a viſit, and to take up 
a lodging with us, we ſhould certainly take care to have clete, 
our houſe clean; and to remove from the apartment, 


Herſelf of ſuch company? No: the Spirit of God can 
never reſide in the ſame lodging with fin and Satan. 


/ 


Con- 


defigned for him, whatſoever might offend his eyes: V 
how much more, when we pretend to the honour and of Gr 
happineſs, of having the Spirit of God to abide with us, — 
and in us; ought we to take care to have our inward The 
houſe clean, and to remove from thence, by the virtue, it jo 
and ſacrament of penance, the filth of fin, infinitely o- 22 
dious in his eyes? Alas ! all the while the ſoul is un- ny 
der the guilt of mortal fin, not removed by a ſerious re- getfu 
pentance and converſion to God ; ſhe is ſpiritually poſ- _ 
ſeſſed by Satan: ſhe is become a den of thieves; and Pry 
carries as many devils about with her as there are un- b 
ruly paſſions, to which ſhe is enſlaved. And can ſhe ex- if he 
pect a viſit from the Holy Ghoſt, without firſt ridding 2 
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Conſider 2dly, thoſe words of the wife man, Viſdom 


i.4, 5. H/1fdom bill not enter into a malicious ſoul, nor 


dwell in a body ſubjett to fins. For the holy Spirit of diſ- 


what ſms have a more particular oppoſition to the viſits 
of the Spirit of God; that, by the contrary diſpoſitions, 


thou mayſt prepare thy ſoul for him. He is the ſpirit. 


thy of love, union, peace, and charity ; and, therefore, can 
ee, never enter into a malicious foul, He is the ſpirit of pu- 
Ite rity, and therefore, cannot qe in à body ſubject to 
he carnal fins, He is the ſpirit of ſincerity and truth; 
hat and, therefore twill flee from all deceitful ſouls, that is, 

| from all double dealers and Hyporrites, that ſeek him 
not in ſimplicity of heart. Baniſh then far from thee 
all uncharitable animoſities and rancour againſt thy 
neighbour ; all wantonneſs and impurity ; and all deceit 
and double dealings; if thou hopeſt to have any ſhare 
in the Spirit of God, de 

Conſider 3dly, that there is alſo an infinite oppoſition 
between the ſpirit of the world, and the Spirit of God: 
= they cannot both reſide in the ſame breaſt. Me have 
received, ſays the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. ii. 12. not the ſpirit 


T clete, the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 

faith our Lord, John xiv. 17. For as the love of the 
world, and its friendſhip, is the great enemy of the love 
d of God, James iv. 4. and 1 John ii. 1 5. So the ſpirit of 
the world is the great adverſary of the Spirit of God. 


6 The fpirit of the world, is a ſpirit of pride and vanity ; 
d N | . 
: it is ſelfiſh ; it is fond of mammon, the god of this world, 


M 2 Cor. iv. 5. and of ſenſual pleaſures, even to idolatry : 
i the ſpirit of the world is a ſpirit of diſſipation; ever for- 
| getful of God and eternity ; and full of diſorderly affec- 
tions to empty, vain, and periſhable toys. And what 
room then can there be for the Spirit of God in fuch a 
foul? No: the Spirit of God will not come any where, 
if he is not allowed to be ſupreme Lord and Mafter 
there. He will not admit'of ſuch worldly idols in his 


temple, | 
Con- 
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cipline will flee from the deceitful. And learn from hence, 


of this world, but the Spirit that is of God. The Para- 
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Conclude, if thou wouldſt effectually invite the Holy 
Ghoſt, to take up his reſidence in thy ſoul, to clean: 
the heart thou deſigneſt for him, not only from all wil. 

ful fin, and affection to ſin; but alſo from loving the 
world, and the things of the world; and from every 
love or affection, that ſhall dare preſume to claim any 


part of thy heart; ſo as to hinder thee from giving it 
all to him. 


Whitſunday. 
On the coming down of the Holy Ghoſt. 


(CONSIDER firſt, that, on the feaſt of Pentecoſt, 

when the diſciples were all aſſembled together, ſud- 

denly there came a ſound from heaven, as of a mighty wind 

coming ; and it filled the whole houſe where they were ſit- 

ting. And there appeared to them parted tongues, as it 

were of fire, and it ſat upon every one of them; and they 

were all filled with the Holy Ghoſt, and they began to 

Speak with diverſe tongues, according as the Holy Ghoſt 


gave them to ſpeak, Acts ii. 2, 3, 4. Thus they re- 


ceived the promiſed Comforter, with all his gifts and 
graces. Thus were they quite changed into other men. 
Weak and cowardly as they were before, they are now 
on a ſudden couragious and perfect. They begin bold- 
ly to prgach and to publiſh the faith and law of their 
crucified Lprd ; and bring thouſands to embrace it. O 


heavenly Spirit how wonderſul are thy operations O 


when wilt thou work the like change in my ſoul ! Chri- 


ſtians, praiſt and bleſs your God, for ſending down, in 
this manns raibis holy Spirit upon his church; and for 
all the wyongers, that he wrought in the firſt eſtabliſh- 
ment gf it The Icraelites obſerved the ſolemnity of 
Pentecoſt,. as one of the three. principal feaſts of the 
year ;. becauſe, on that day, the old law was publiſhed 
from mount Sinai, in thunder and lightning : how 
much more ought Chriſtians religiouſly to obſerve this 
ſolemnity, becauſe, on this day, the new law, of. grace 
and love, was publiſhed on mount Sion, by the 9 
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down of the HGly Shoſt, in tongues of fire? OI far 
more ſweet and Yniable flames ke - e 23; 2106, 
Conſider 2dly, tht the Holy Ghoſt came down up- 
on theApoſHes, in the ſhape of tongues, to ſignify that he 
came to make them fit preachers of his word; and to 
4 endow them with the gift of tongues, accompanied with 
'S BY Heavenly wiſdom, and underſtanding, of the myſteries of 
God, and all the Goſpel truths ; to the end that they 
might be enabled to teach and publiſh, throughout the 
whole world, the faith and law of Chriſt. And theſe 
tongues were of fire, to ſignify how this divine Spirit ſets 
thoſe ſouls on fire, in which he abides; enflaming 
them with divine love ; conſuming the droſs of their 
ſt, earthly affections; putting them in a continual motion 
4. of earneſt deſires and endeavours, to go forward from 
virtue to virtue, as fire is always in motion; and carry- 
. ing them upwards towards the God of gods in his hea- 
Ws venly Sion ; as the flame is always aſcending upwards 
towards its element. O bleſſed fire, when ſhall I par- 
take of thy ſacred flames? O come and take poſſeſſion 
off of my heart; conſume all theſe bonds that tie it to the 


5 earth; and carry it up with thee, towards the heavenly 
x furnace, from whence thou comeſt, Sweet Jeſus, thou 


haſt ſaid, Luke xii. 49, J am come to caft fire on the 
* earth; and what will I but that it be kindled ? O caſt 
this fire into my ſoul, that it may be kindled there 
Conſider 3dly, that the coming of the Holy Ghoſt 
was not promiſed only to the Apoſtles, or to the firſt 
Chriſtians ; nor confined to the primitive ages: but was 
deſigned for a bleſſing, to be entailed on the people of 
God, throughout all ages. I will aſe the Father, and 
be fhall give you another Paraclete — comforter) that 
e may abide with you for ever, the Spirit truth, St. 
John xiv. 16, 17. He was promiſed to be fortver with 
the paſtors of God's church, to guide them ints all trutb 
in teaching God's people ; and to be forever with the 
ſheep of Chriſt, to guide them into all truth, in their be- 
lief and life; and to'be the ſource of all grace to their' 
fouls. Wherefore, though we are not now to look for 
his viſible coming down any more in tongues of fire; 
| we 


312 MzD1TATIONSs for 

we are nevertheleſs entitled, if we ſincerely ſeek and 
ſue to him, to expect a ſhare in his inviſible graces and 
communications; and to aſpire to the honour and hap. 
pineſs of being made his temples. Chriſtians, what a 
happineſs indeed to have the Spirit of God in us! This 
we muſt all aim at, with our whole power: this is the 
great devotion of this holy time: this we muſt pray for 
at all times. | 

Conclude with this humble addreſs of the church to 
the divine Spirit: Come Holy Ghoſt, fill the hearts of 
thy faithful; and kindle in them the fire of thy lave : or 
that other of the ſacred hymn, Came, O Spirit our Crea- 
tor, viſit theſe ſouls of thine; and fill with thy heavenly 
grace the breaſts which thou haſt made for thyſelf. Fre- 
quently repeat theſe or the like invitations: and truſt in 


the children of men, that he will come to thee, and be 
thy gueſt. 


| M bitſun- Monday. . 
On the happineſs of having the Holy Ghoſt in the 


ſoul. 


CU firſt, how happy a gueſt the ſoul 
entertains, when ſhe has in her the Holy Ghoſt. 
He is called in Scripture the Paraclete (a name that 
ſignifies both comforter and ſolicitor) from the conſo- 
lations and graces he imparts to the ſoul, to ſweeten all 
her croſſes and labours, in her mortal pilgrimage; and 
to help her to overcome all difficulties and oppoſitions: 
and front His /o/ic:ting- for her, by the ſpirit of prayer, 
which he iũſpires, teaching her to pray; and as it 
were praying with her, and in her. 1 is called; 
by excellence, the giſt f the moſi High: as being the 


greater than himſelf ? Ar gift, comprizing all other 
gifts. He is called the living fountain ; or the fountain 

living water, ſpringing up to everlaſting* life, re- 
cſhing the inward' man, aſſwaging the heat of con- 
| 5 , cupiſcence, 


/ 


the infinite goodneſs of him, who delights to be with 


greateſt gift that God can give: for what can he give 
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cupiſcence, extinguiſhing all thirſt after the things of 
this world, and watering the ſoul with a never-failing 
ſtream of grace, He is called a fire, from the bright 
flames of love, with which he enflames the foul. 
And he is called the un#10n of the ſoul, from ſweetly 
diffuſing himſelf through all the ſoul, and giving 
ſtrength and vigour to ir. O what can be wanting to 
a ſoul, that entertains ſuch a gueſt as this! Does 
ſhe not, in ſome meaſure, anticipate the joys of heaven; 
having within her the King of heaven, with all his 
graces. 

Conſider 2dly, the happy fruits, which the pre- 
ſence of the Holy Ghoſt produces in the ſoul, as 
they are reckoned up by St. Paul, Gal. v. 22, 23. 
1. Charity, or the love of God, for his own infi- 
nite goodneſs ſake nd the love of every neighbour 
in God, and for God: a fruit ſo remarkable in the 
firſt Chriſtians, upon their receiving the Holy Ghoſt, 
that, through their love of God, they had all but ane 
heart, and one foul, Acts. iv. 32. 2. Jay from the 
teſtimony of a good conſcience; and from the ſenſe f 
the preſence of this divine gueſt, and the experience 
of his ſweetneſs. 3. Peace with God, with our 
neighbours, and with ourſelves: a peace: not granted 
to the wicked. 4. Patience in ſupporting croſſes 
and adverſities ; which this heavenly Spirit makes 
light and eaſy. 5. Benignity, or kindneſs, in relie- 
ving. the diſtreſſed. 6. Goodneſs, or a" willingneſs to 
impart all that is good to _ neighbour. 7. Lon- 
ganimity, or long-ſuffering, and perſeverance, with-- 
out being wearied out with Jabour, in overcoming evil 
with good. 8. Mildneſs in reſtraining wrath, and 
bearing injuries. 9. Faith, or fidelity, to all our en- 
gagements, both to God, and our neighbours. 10. Ho- 
defly, or moderation in all things, regulating every mo- 
tion both of ſoul and body. II. Continency,' or tem- 
perance, in reſtaining all irregular inclinations; and, 
12. Chaſtity, or purity, in keeping both ſoul and body 
from the defilements of Juſt. 6 what happy fruits 
are theſe !-O how happy is that ſoul in which the 

Vor. I. Ee Spirit 
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Spirit of God produces all theſe fruits“ 'O):my. foul 
bring in this heavenly ſpirit into thy inward houſe, 
and entertain him there, and all theſe: fruits will be 
thine. of 5 | 90) vin 1507 wal 

Conſider 3dly, that, as nothing can be more ha „ 
thaw to have the Holy Ghoſt in the ſoul ; fo nothing can 
be 'more miſerable, than to be without this heavenly 
ow Where the Spirit of God is not, there Satan 

Alas ] can there he a greater miſery than to beipoſ. 
eee by Satan. F any man have not the Spirit of 
Chrift, ſays the . Rem. viii. 9, be is none of 
his. If he be none of his, whoſe then muſt he bet. Ot 
what ſhare can he have in Chriſt, or his kingdom! 
Oh! how true is that which the church dings ; at this 
time, in her addreſs to this divine Spirit, ſine tuo numing 
ai il eft in homine, nihil eft innoxium. That, without 
his deity, there is nothing in man, there is nothing 
that is innocent. O] dread then the miſery of being 
without him: and flee from all thoſe win that ny 
drive him away from thee. 

Conclude to neglect nothing that is in | thy power, 
by which thou mayſt procure to thy ſoub the happineb 
of being the living temple of the living God; and of 
having the Holy Ghoſt there, not as a viſuer only, 
but, as taking up his abode in 0. both for time 
ang pang : | 


A zieſun Tueſday. 
Os the gifts of the Holy Chef. 


NONSIDER firſt, what precious gifts che Spirit of 
God brings with him, wherever he comes; and 
what treaſures he imparts to the ſoul,” in which he 
takes up his abode.” The prophet reckons up ſeyen 
moſt admirable gifts of this holy Spirit, ai. xi. outs 3. 
when he tiles bim the Spirit of wiſdom, and of 
under ſtanding, the Spirit f — and of fortit ude, 
the Spirit f knowledge, and of godline/s, and — he 
Herit of the fear of the Lord." O how precious _ 
OW 
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how admirable are theſe gifts! O how rich is that fou?; 
which, by the coming of the Holy Ghoſt, is put 
in poſſeſſion of theſe treaſures | But what: is this 
wiſdom that the Holy Ghoſt imparts? Not the ꝛviſdan 
of this world, which: is downright folly, in the fight 


;c of God becauſe it looks no farther than earthly: toys; 
en and contriving for the tranſitory enjoyments of this 
atar W world; whilſt it forgets God and eternity. Not the 


pol: BW wiſdam of the philoſophers; who buſy themſelves in 
it of ſtudying the courſes of the ſtars, and the ſecrets of 
e nature; and neglect to ſeek truth in its fountain: 
t becauſe they don't ſeriouſly apply themſelyes to know 
om! God, and their on interiour. But that wiſdam, 
this Wl which alone deſerves this glorious name, which con- 
wine; ſiſts in the knowledge and love of God: which tends 
hout WE continually. to him: and which ſeeks. and finds him in 


king all things. ft en e eee 4 ee eee 21d 
eing Conſider 2dly, how precious alſo are thoſe other 
may gifts, which the Spirit of God communicates to the 
| ſoul. The gift of under/{arding,; which;opens the eyes 
wer, of the foul to the light of God z- and: ſets the truths of 
neb God in their proper light: which clearly diſcovers 
d of to the ſoul the ſhortnefs and vanity, of all temporal 
nly, hondurs, riches, and pleaſures; and convinceth her 
ime that nothing is truly great, or worthy of her affection, 
but that which is eternal By the help of this light, 
the end of our creation, the dignity of an immortal 
ſoul, the nature of our mortal pilgrimage, the four 
laſtthings, and other Chriſtian truths, ſink deep into the 
ſoul, and have a wonderful influence upon the whole 
conduct of our lives. But then, as we are ſtrangers 
t of and travellers here below, and are obliged to ma 
and the beſt of our way towards our true country,/, through 
he the midſt of diffieulties and dangers; and with infinité 
yen appaſition from ſtrong and ſubtle enemies 3 the Spirit 
3. of God comes; into our! aſſiſtance, with, two other 
/ admirable giftsrt viz, the gift of ceunſel, to ſhew, jus 
de, ¶ our way; to diſcover to us the ſnares and artifices 
he of our enemies and to guide us ſafe .thr ough all dan- 
ed, gers and the gift of Fortitude, or heavenly courage, 
OW wc 1 | E e 2 9 


316 MzEDITAT IOS yer 


And ftrength, to animate us to encounter all oppoſition, 
from the world, the fleſh, and the devil; and to help u 
to come off with victory in all our conflicts. O hoy 
happy is that traveller who has ſuch a guide, ſuch: 
counſeller, ſuch a powerful helper and, protector 
...\ Conſider 3dly, the reſt of the gifts, which the Hol 
Ghoſt imparts to that ſoul in which he dwells : viz, 
the gift of knowledge, to inſtruct her in every virtue, 
and every duty; and in every ſtep ſhe is to take in order 
to God, and a happy eternity. Then the gift of 
godlineſs or ' piety ; which makes the ſoul quite in eat. 
neſt, and perfectly fervent, in the ſervice of God; ſo 
that ſhe runs on with vigour, and alacrity, in the 
Ways, of all his divine commandments. And laſtly the 
gitt of the feat of the Lord, which the Scripture calls 
the beginning of wiſdom; which reſtrains the ſoul from 
all that may offend God; and makes her fear his diſ- 
pleaſure, more than any other evil whatſoever. Can 
any treaſures upon. earth be comparable to. thele ? 
Conclude to ſet a high value upon theſe. heavenly 
gifts, the leaſt of which is worth more than all the 
world can give. How rich then is that ſoul which 
enjoys them all, by enjoying the Spirit of God, ho is 
the ſource of all good, and who alone can impart 
ſuch excellent gifts. 1 | by 


„ 


lien n, 


Os the means of keeping the" Holy Gbeſt in the 


S - \ONSIDER firſt, . that the ſoul which has been 
- As favourcd. with, a viſit ſrom the, Holy. Ghoſt, if 
the: deſires a continuance of that -happineſs, muſt 
take care to entertain him, in a proper manner. For 
if ſhe takes little or no. notice of this heavenly gueſt; if 
ſhe quickly turns her back upon him, to attend to every 
idle and impertinent amuſement, that offers itſelf; 
if ſhe do not frequently go in, to wait upon * 
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her inward houſe; if ſhe love not to converſe with 
him there : ſhe will quickly loſe him; ſhe will drive 
him away from her. He delights to be with them, 
that delight to be with him. He expects a correſpon- 
denceand return of love. And therefore withdraws him- 
{elf from ſuch ſouls as take no care to entertain him, 
by recollection and love; but chooſe to give them-- 
ſelves up to Siffipation of thought, 2nd* to ſquander 
away that precious time, which they ſhould ſpend in 
his company, in following empty phantoms,” and 
roving imaginations. O my foul, is not this too 
often thy -cale? Amongſt the many thoughts, which 
ſucceſſively oecupy thy mind, all the day long, how 
tew are there that are any thing to the purpoſe; how 
ſew that are fit to come in, to appear in preſence of 
the Holy Ghoſt? How then canſt thou expect, he 
will ſtay with thee, if thou introduceſt ſuch company 
as this into his lodging? We BRL, pahof. of! $525 

Confider 2dly, that as the Spirit of God will not 
dwell inaſoul, that does not attend on him by verollection 
of thought : ſo neither will he dwell in a ſoul, that 
does not ſerve him, with purity of heart and affect ion. 


- He will be fole maſter of the heart, in which he re- 


ſides: he will allow of no partner there. He is a jea- 
lous lover that will bear no rival. A heart, divided 
in its affections, between the Creator and the creature, 
excludes the Holy Ghoſt: he will ſuffer no diviſion ; 
he claims the whole heart: W 
de will have all or none. Chriſtians, 
if then you pretend to the happineſs of being temples 
of the Holy Ghoſt,, you muſt not admit of any idols 
in your ſouls. Now all diſorderly affections are idols, 
inaſmuch: as; by them, you prefer the creature befdre 
the Creator: and all ſuch affections are diforderly;” as 
captivate your hearts, and take them off from God. 


Let the object of your love be ever ſo innocent in 


itfelf, it is no longer innocent when it is loved with- 


out à due ſubordination to the love of God. It be- 
comes then impure; it defiles the heart: it chaſes 


Neem 
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away the Spirit of God: who will not dwell but in 
a clean heart. | | 

_ Conſider adly, that, in order to keep the Holy 
Ghoſt in the ſoul, fo that he may chooſe to dwell 
there, as' in his temple: we muſt not only keep this 
temple. clean and undefiled: for if any man violate 
the temple of God, him will God deſtroy, 1 Cor. iii. 1) 
but we muſt alſo take care, that it be made a houſe 
of prayer; as the houſe: of God ſhould be. We 
muſt frequently go into 'this temple ; there to worſhip 
this Spirit of truth, in ſpirit and truth. We muſt ap- 
ply and employ all the three powers of the ſoul, the 
will, the memory, and the underſtanding, in frequently 
attending there upon their God, in the way of mental 
prayer. In a word, the worſhip of God ſhould be ever 
going forward, in this temple of his. This is the true 
Way, to engage him to ſtay with us, and to make our 
ſouls the place of his reſt for ever and eve. 
Conclude to make uſe of all theſe means to enter 
tain this ſovereign gueſt, and to ſix him in your ſouls, 
Give him full poſſeſſion of your memory and under 
fanding, by recollection of thought, and attention to 
his preſence: and make him the abſolute maſter of 
your will, by ſimplicity of intention, and purity of heart 
and affection; and he will be yours for ever. 


„eme 25 Dura. 
Bur- ay. SHOE! 


On the matks of the Hoby Ghoft's abiling i 


n SIDER firſt, that the ſureſt way to make a 
judgment, whether the Holy Ghoſt abides in the 
ſoul, or no; is by his fruits. The Spirit of Got ne- 
ver lies idle: he is 2 fre that is always active; always 
in motion; always tending upwards. If we find no- 
thing of this in our ſouls, we have reaſon to fear he is 
not there. His fruits are charity, joy, peace, patience, 
&c.. If we have none of theſe fruits, he is nat with us. 
My foul, what is thy faith? Is it firm? Is it lively.? Or 
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ment, John xvi. 8. 1 wh 
much as he gives to the foul, which he enlightens with 
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is it not rather dull and dead? Does it ſhewitſelf in the 
practice of thy life ? Doſt thou live by faith? What is 
thy hope? What is thy ſenſe of the things of eternity? 
What is thy eſteem of ſpiritual things? What is thy de- 


votion? What is thy love for God, and thy neigh- 
bour? What is thy deſire of making a daily progreſs in 


the way of God? By examining thyſelf upon theſe 
heads, it will be eaſy to judge whether the Holy Ghoſt 
de with thee, or no. But eſpecially, there is no ſurer 
mark of this divine Spirit abiding in the ſoul, than a 
conſtant and fervent deſire of loving God daily more 
and more; and of ever knowing and doing his holy wilt 
in all things. Doſt thou find in thyſelf this earneſt de- 
ſire of loving and pleaſing God? If ſo, the Spirit of God 
cannot be far from thee. a 
Conſider 2dly, that as there is an infinite oppoſition, 
between the Spirit of God, and wilful fin; ſo one of the 
ſureſt marks of the Holy Ghoſt's reſiding in the ſoul, 
is a ſettled conſtant abhorrence of wilful ſin; with a 
fixt determination of the ſoul, never to admit, for the 
future, any ſuch fin, upon any conſideration. whatſo- 
ever. My ſoul, what is thy diſpoſition in this regard Z 
Art thou fally determined to be ever faithful and loyal 
to thy God, both in life and death? Doſt thou refolute- 
ly renounce Satan, and all his works, both for the pre- 
ſent time, and forever? Is it thy conſtant and ſettled re- 
ſolution, never to tranſgreſs the hol Ja and command 
ments of God, for any worldly honour, intereſt, or plea- 
ſure; for any reſpect of perſon; for any fear or love; 
for any thing that the world can give, or take away; or 
for any other eonſideration? If this be thy ſincere dif- 
poſition and determination, the Holy Ghoſt is with thee - 
but if thou art not thus determined, there is no room 
for him in: thy foul, becauſe Satan is there. 
Conſider 3dly, that where the Holy Ghoſt comes, 
he convinces the — fin, and of juſtice, and of juug- 
Te convinces the foul of fin, inaſ- 


his preſence, a ſenſe of the enormity of fin, and of the 


multitide and greatneſs of her own fins in partich- 


' I, 
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lar; a horrour for that helliſh monſter ; and a deſire of 
aboliſhing it by penance. | He diſcovers alſo many 
ſtains, where the ſoul before perceived none ; and hum- 
bles her exceedingly, by the conviction of her manifold 
guilt, My foul doſt thou experience in thyſelf this con- 
viction of fin ? The Holy Ghoſt by his coming convincy 
alſo the ſoul of the ice of Chriſt, and of his heaveniy 
law; of the beauty of virtue and holineſs ; and of the 
pleaſure and happineſs, that is found in ſerving God in 
earneſt, Art thou, my ſoul, practically convinced of all 
this? Doſt thou practically prefer this manna of hea- 
ven, before the fleſh- pots of Egypt? Again, the Holy 
Ghoſt, by his coming, convinces the foul of the torong 
judgment ſhe has hitherto made, in following the world, 
and the prince of this world, who is already judged, and 
condemned; and of the right judgment ene to 
make of all things; in order to eſcape that judgment, 
which God will otherwiſe one day make of her. Doſt 
thou, my foul, find in thee this conviction of judgment ? 
Is thy judgment rectified by the Holy Ghoſt, in regard 
to truth and falſhood, verity and vanity, time and eter- 
nity ? Doſt thou not ſtill follow, by a perverſe judgment, 
the prince of this world, rather than Jeſus Chrift : the 
maxims of worldlings, who are liars in their balances ; 
rather than the practice of the Saints, who weigh all 
things in the ſcales of the ſanctuary ? Will thy way of 
judging be able to ſtand the teſt of the laſt great trial? 
onclude to examine well, by ſuch: marks as theſe, 
whethe: the Spirit of God be with thee, or no. If thou 
ſeemeſt to find in thyſelf theſe marks of his. preſence; 
return him humble thanks: but be not too ſecure, leſt 
the artifices of thy ſelf-love ſhould deceive thee; or thy 
pride ſhould drive him away from thee: _ But if thou 
diſcovereſt not in thyſelf theſe marks of his being with 
thee; bewail thy miſery; and give thyſelf no reſt; till, 
by penitential tears, and fervent prayer, and all the other 
means, by. which the Holy Ghoſt is to be invited into 
the ſoul, thou haſt grounds to hope, that he is returned 
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Oui Gem ferns. 


CONs ID ER firſt, that confirmation is a ſacrament, 
by which the faithful, if duly diſpoſed, receive the 
Holy Ghoſt, together with all his gifts and graces; in 
order to make them ſtrong and perfect Chriſtians. The 
Apoſtles were confirmed, in a wonderful manner, by the 
Holy Ghoſt's coming down viſibly upon them, on W hit- 
ſunday: but the reſt of the faithful, were to be confirmed 
by their miniſtry, and by that of their ſucceſſors, the bi- 
ſhops, of God's church; receiving the Holy Ghoſt by 
the impoſition of their hands, and prayer, Acts viii. 15, 
17, 18. and chap. xix. 6. Give thanks to our Lord, 
for this ſacred inſtitution, by means of which he perpe- 
tuates in his church, the miſſion of his Holy Spirit, and 
the communication of his graces. What a dignity, 
what a happineſs, to receive the Holy Ghoſt, the Lord 
of heaven and earth, and the inexhauſtible fource of all 
grace! Whereſoeyer he comes, be brings with him all 
is treaſures; and he is infinitely liberal, in imparting 
them to all ſuch ſouls, as are diſpoſed to receive them. 
How much then are they their own enemies, who ei- 
ther neglect this great means of receiving the Holy 
Ghoſt; or elſe come to it, without due Tipolitions 5 
and ſo loſe the benefit of it; and eyen pervert it to their 
own damnation... 3: ++ 7 Ta) 34 3534 ky 1194 6 
, Conſider 2dly, that the proper and peculiar grace of 
the ſacrament of confirmation is a heavenly fortitude ; 
that is to ſay, a ſpiritual ſtrength, valour, and courage, 
in order to maintain the cauſe of God and our ſouls, a- 
gainſt the viſible and inviſible enemies of ourfaith.. By 
this ſacrament we are made ſoldiers of Chriſt: Here ws 
give in our names to be liſted in the ſervice of this great 
king: 1 ourſelyes under his banner: we receive 
the ſacred mark of his croſs on our foreheads; his croſs, 
which 1s the royal ſtandard of all his troops : here we 
engage purſelves to fight his battles, againſt the world, 
(57 
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confirmation; and to live up to the | glorious ,chavtifter 
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the fleſh, and the devil; and we are equipped out, with I you th: 
proper arms for this warfare. O how glorious is this as bee 
title of a ſoldier of Chriſt! How happy this ſervice! Chriſt 
What have we to apprehend, following Chriſt for our 14909 1 
captain; and having his holy Spirit with us, to guide, obig 
ſtrengthen, encourage, and defend us? But O the noble „don 
pay, which this great king gives to his ſoldiers !] For he 2 10” 
gives them nothing leſs than himſelf,” and that for eter- 2 
nity. Be thou faithful until death, faith he, and I tbil 0 
give thee the crown of life, Apocal. ii. 10. t 
Conſider Zdly, that, in the ſacrament of eonfirma- ritual 
tion, the ſoul is, in a particular manner, dedicated and of con 
conſecrated to God, by the unction of bis hob Spirit; dicatic 
at the ſame time as the forehead is anointed» with the of his 
holy Chriſm. This Chriſm is à compound of oil, for th 
and balm of Gilead, ſolemnly conſecrated by the bi. dets f 
ſhops of God's church, on Maundy Thurſday; kept three 
in the church with the utmoſt reverence; and only uſed canne 
in the conſecration of ſuch. things as are more ſolemny whict 
dedicated to God, or. more nearly deputed to his divine conſe; 
ſervice. So that the uſing of this holy oil in confirma: there! 
tion, is to give us to underſtand, that, by this: ſacra- ſacrai 
ment, we alſo are ſolemnly dedicated, ſanctiſjed, and yin 
conſecrated to God; to be the temples of his? Spirit! whi 
Inaſmuch as this viſible unction, and conſecration of the of co 
body, is the outward ſign of the inviſible unction, and whol 
conſecration of the ſoul, by the Spirit of God 2 as al to ou 
the ſacraments are outward ſigns of in ward race. Chi. Lord 
ſtians, what are your thoughts of this conſecration⸗ over 
which your ſouls have received? Have you hitherto legia! 
conſidered yourſelves, as a people particularly dedicated this \ 
to God, and ſanctiſied by the unction of his Spirit:? ter o 
Have you reflected, that you have been / ſanctiſied with 30. 
the like conſecration, to that with which che altars, and: feſs. 
temples of God: ard ſolemnly: dedicated to his ſervice? to th 
Remember this nt leaſt, for itlie futute ; and let your ſelve 
lives ſhe forth; that you art indeed the living temples of in ſie 
the living Gad. Vigo MH e HU (YA STE 38: Us Ha. and 
Conclude to ſet à high value upon the grace of your — 
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you there received. See you behave, in every reſpect, 


as becomes ſtrong and perfect Chriſtians, and Toldiers or 
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Ing the. bl. gations of our confirmation.” 
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NONSIDER firſt, that confirmation is one of thoſe 
three ſacraments, which imprint a character, or ſpis 
ritual mark, in the foul. The nature of this character 
of confirmation is ſuch, as to carry with it a certain de- 
dication of the ſoul to the ſervice of God, in the quality 
of his ſoldĩer: as the character of baptiſm marks us out 
for the people of God; and the character of Holy Or- 
dets for the miniſters of God. Hence it is, that theſe 
three ſacraments, after they have been once received, 
cannot. be received any more; becauſe the character 
which they leave in the ſoul, which is the mark of the 
conſecration of the ſoul to God, can never be loſt, and 
thert fore can never be repeated. But then theſe three 
ſacraments carry alſo with them a ſtrict obligation, of 
Uving up to this character, and to this conſecration, 
which they impart to the ſoul: and thus this ſacrament 
of confirmation in particular, obliges us to obſerve the 
whole diſcipline, of the ſoldiers of Jeſus Chriſt; to ſtand 
to our colours; to fight manfully the battles of our 
Lord and rather to die than to change ſides, or to go 
ouer to che enemy, by any wilful ſin. This is the al- 
legiance we owe to Chriſt, in quality of his ſoldiers: 
this we oblige ourſelves to, when we receive te c 
ter of confirmation. , 518 7.1 
Conſider adly, that che ſoldiers of this 1 * 
fols. 2-#rit regard, to all the laws of their calling, and 
to the orders of their officers. Fhey expoſe them- 
ſelves to all kind of labours and dangers, in marches, 
in ſieges; and in battles. They endure heats and colds, 
and all the inelemency of the weather, and the ſeaſons; 
they ſuffer hunger and thirſt, watchings, and all — * 
e to which their ſtation of life expoſes Lg 
an 
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and allthis for a trifling. conſideration of f fre pij 
What leſſons are here for Chriſtians, who, b y the ſacia- 


ment of confit mation, haye enliſted themſelves ſoldiers 
of Chriſt ? How much more ought they to embrace 
with courage, all the , labours and ſufferings, to which 
their, ſpiritual warfare expoſes them? Eſpecially as they 
fight under the banner of ſo great a king; in | his oh 
ſence and company; and for ſo great a reward. But 
alas the ſoldiers of this world will, I fear, otie day tile 
p in judgment, and condemn us, for having dane 
and as ſo little in the warfare of Chriſt, in com- 
pariſon with what the have done and faffered In the 
warfare of the world e e 
Conſider 3dly, that whatſoever is once dedicated and 
conſecrated to God, ought to continue forever dedi- 
cated and conſecrated: to his divine ferviee; Auch it is 
no leſs a crime than ſacriledge, to pervert any thing, 
dedicated to him, to profane uſes. Therefore the ſoul, 
which, by the ſacrament of confirmation, has been * 
dicated, ſanctified, and conſecrated to God; and which 
always carries about with her the mark of this ow. 
ſecration, is ſtrictiy obliged thereby to be ever his; 
be ever faithſul; and to be ever holy; as a thing 175 hi 
cated to his divine ſer vice, both in quality of Wo 0 
dier, and of his tem le. O Fart. Chiftians; a 
the character, which the ſoul receives in this Lacrament, 


can never be effaced, neither in this vyorld, not in the 


world to come: chat; T we live up to the abliga- 
tions of it, ir'will maine moſt bri ghtly in or ſouls to 
eternity, and be no ſtlall addition to Ne 
glory and happineſs: but if we ſhowſd' defile and pro 
fane this ſacred mark of Chriſt, by a finful Hife; and af. 
ter thefe ſolemn en agemehts, and the eonſebration of 
.our fouls to Him, 2 become rebels and deſerters; 
55 this ſame mark wotild appear: in juggment: agaiuſt 

it Would cendetn us at the Var of dine juſtiee ſ it 
would contimre with us forever, #9 a mark f d 


ifgrace 3 


erpetuzt reproach! ADE the damned; and àn àd- 
nag torture and! ipe to the yu f0rhaving once 
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been dedicated to God; and having been ſo mad, fo 
wretched, ſo wicked, as to apoſtatize from him. 

Conclude to bear always in mind, the ſacred cha- 
rater of thy confirmation, as well as that of thy bap- 
tim; that thou may'ſt live up to the obligations of 
them both. Be not terrified at the proſpect of the 
conflits thou muſt ſuſtain ; or the crolies and hard- 
ſhips, thou wilt have to go thro” in this warfare : the 
grace of God, and his peace, which ſurpaſſeth all under- 
landing, Phil. iv. 7, will ſupport thee, and never . 
fer thee to be tempted above thy ſtrength, 1 Cor. x. 13. 
but bring thee off with comfort and victory: In token 
of which, the biſhop, when he confirmed thee, gave 


ind thee a blow on the cheek, as a declaration of the ad- 
di. MW verfities thou waſt to ſuſtain ; but at the {ame time gave 
is thee God's peace, that thou mightſt underſtand, that 
ng, God would be with thee, in them all, and never leave 
ul, thee, | 

de- 

ich * 

* Trinity-Sunday. 

* On the bleſſed Trinity. 

Ul- 


Dl (CONSIDER firſt, that, on this day, the church ſets 
before the eyes of our fouls, this principal myſtery 
ts of the Chriſtian faith; by which we believe one eter- 
he nal God, in three ſeveral perſons : which we call the 
2" i myſtery of the bleſſed Trinity; or of three in one; 
Xo WW three perſons in one God. This is the great object of 
ng the Chriſtian's worſhip, This we ought to adore every 
0 day, and every hour. Every Sunday in the year might 
de called Trinity- Sunday; becauſe every Sunday is ſet 
of Wl alice for the worſhip of this adorable Trinity, our 
Lord, and our God. Yea, all our time belongs to him: 
Ht and the great ſacrifice, that is offered daily, on millions 
ie Nor aitars, throughout the world, is principally deſigned 
ej to give ſovereign adoration, homage, praiſe, and glory, 
do the moſt holy Trinity. But then this day is more 
ce particularly appointed by the church, (which has now 
en Wl juft finiſhed the celebrating the other great feſtivals, 
/ Vor. I. * rely ag 
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relating to the myſteries of our redemption, and-fanc« 
tification, wrought by the three divine perſons;) in 
order to honour, in a more particular manner, this 
chiefeſt myſtery of our religion. Come then, my ſoul, 
and come all ye Chriſtian ſouls with me, this day: and 
let us bow down all our powers, to adore this incom- 
prehenſible myſtery. The moe *tis above our reach, 
the more worthy it is, both of our faith and veneta- 
tion. | f Y 
' Conſider 2dly, more in particular, what our faith 
teaches us, with relation to this myſtery. We believe 
there is but one true and living God, and no more; 
eternal, incomprehenſible, omnipotent, and infinite in 
all bis attributes, and perfections. In this one God, we 
believe three diſtinct perſons, of the ſame ſubſtance, 
and eſſence, and perfectly equal in age, in power, in 
wiſdom, and in all perfeCtions : the Father, who has 
no beginning, and proceeds from no one: the Son, 
who proceeds from the Father, by an eternal and in- 
effable generation; as his living word, and wiſdom, 
the brightneſs of his glory, and the moſt perfect image 
of his perſon : and the Holy Ghoſt, the Spirit of 
God, who proceeds eternally from the Father and the 
Son, We believe that theſe three are one, by having 
all three the ſame Godhead, that is, the ſame divine 
nature, The Father is God, the Son is God, the 
Holy Ghoſt is God: And yet they are not three 
Gods, but one God, one Lord, one Almighty, in three 
ſeveral perſous. This is the true Chriſtian catholick 


belief of the myſtery of the bleſſed Trinity, eſſentially 


neceſſary for our eternal ſalvation. Let us then make 
frequent acts of faith, concerning this ſovereign truth : 
let us caſt down every proud thought, that offers to 
rebel againſt it: God himſelf has taught it; who nei- 
ther can deceive, nor be deceived. 117 

Conſider 3dly, that 'tis not our faith alone, but our 
Lives alſo, that muſt render proper homage to this ado- 
rable myſtery of the eternal Trinity. bat will it 
avail thee to diſcourſe profoundly. of the Trinity, ſaith a 
(rvant of God, if, through want of humility, thou be 


diſa- 
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d;ſagreeable to the Trinity? Humility, of mind, and 
heart, is the moſt agreeable homage that man can pay 


this to this infinite majeſty. Heaven is my throne, faith he, 
oul, 2 Ixvi. 1, 2, and the earth my foot-ſlool---- My 
and and made all theſe things---but ta whom ball I have 
mms reſpect, but to him that is poor and little, and of a con- 
ch, trite ſpirit, and that trembleth at my words £ Learn 
Te alſo from the Epiſtle of this day, as a part of the 
nl homage thou oweſt to the moſt ſacred Trinity, to 
th adore in filence the depth of the ſecret counſels and 
eve judgments of God, and the wiſdom of his unſearch- 
re; able ways; and, in all events, to give glory to him. 
In For of him, and by him, and in him, are all things : 
we to him be glory forever: Amen. Rom. xi. 36. _ 

ce, Conclude to come daily before the throne of the 
in eternal Trinity, with thy beſt homage of faith, love, 
has and humility. Adore the almighty power of the Fa- 
Mn, ther, the infinite wiſdom of the Son, and the in- 


in comprehenſible goodneſs, and love, of the Holy Ghoſt. 
m, And give up the three powers of thy ſoul, and thy 
ge wholebeing without reſerve to be ruled and diſpoſed of, 


of for time and eternity, by this infinite power, wiſdom, 
he and goodneſs, 9 
ng ; 


w Monday after Trinity-Sunday. 
1 On the figures of the bleſſed Euchariſt. | And 


e 4 
ys * firſt of the paſchal Lamb. by 

ly ONSIDER firſt, that the Old Teſtament was 4 
ke figure of the New: and that, all the moſt re- 
1: markable events, that are there recorded by the Spirit 
to of God, have relation, in the. way. of prophetick 


i- figures, to Chriſt, and his church of the New Teſta- 
ment. Thus the redemption, or deliverance of the 


ur children of Iſrael out of the flavery in Egypt, was a 
o- figure. of the redemption. of man by Chriſt, from the 
it bondage of Satan and ſin: and the means that were 
4 then ordered, and appointed to be ufed, as a prepara- 
be ration for that deliverancę, were a figure of what 

e Ff 2 . 
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was to be afterwards done by our Redeemer, for the de. 
liverance of all mankind, from a far worſe ſlaverp, 
Now it was appointed, Eæed. xii, that the children of 
Iſrael, the night before their going out of Egypt, 
ſhould, in all their families, offer up an unſpotted lamb 
in facrifice ; and that they ſhould ſprinkle their dovr 
poſts with the blood of the victim, as a ſign for the de- 
ſtroying angel, who flew that night all the fi: R-born 
of Egypt, to paſs over their houſes ; and that they 
ſhould eat the fleſh, of the lamb, that ſame night, 
roalted at the fire, with unleavened bread, and 
wild lettice; having their loins girt, their ſhoes on 
their feet, and their ſtaves in their hands, in readineſs 
to. take the journey, which they were immediately to 
begin, in conſequence of the deliverance of that night, 
See here my ſou), this illuſtrious. figure: but now let 
us come to the application of it. 8 

Conſider therefore, 2dly, that this unſpotted lamb, 
firſt offered in ſacrifice, and then eaten in a ſacred 
and myſterious ſign, or facrament, was a lively figure 
of Jeſus Chriſt, the true Lamb of God, offered up 
in ſacrifice for our redemption from fin and hell; with 
the ſprinkling of whoſe blood, our ſouls are reſcued 
trom the power of Satan, and from the ſecond death, 
And whoſe ſacred fleſh we are commanded to eat in 
the divine myſteries, as an carneft of the ſhare we 
have in him, and his ſacrifice ; as a ſovereign means of 
communicating to our ſouls the fruit of our redemp— 
tion, and all the grace purchaſed by our Redeemer ; as 
a pledge of our eternal happineſs, and as a preparation, 
and a viaticum, for the great journey we are to make 
out of this Egypt of the world, to the true land of 
promiſe, the land of the living. O my foul, let us 
adore, praiſe, and give thanks to our Lord, for theſe 
Wonders he has wrought in our favour, in thefe hea- 
venly myſteries. Let us embrace, with all affection 
this Lamb of God, immolated for our ' fins ; this 
| Chriſtian paſch ; this victim of our redemption ; this 
new ſacriſce of the new covenant, the tons 
ife 
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life, and love: Let us frequently approach to theſe 
myſteries 3 but ſee it be with due diſpoſitions. 
Conſider 3dly, that the paſchal lamb as to be eaten 
with unleavened bread, and wild lettice, to ſignify the 
diſpoſitions of ſoul, with which we ought to come to 
the Chriſtian paſſover, Chriſt is now our paſchal lamb. 
Therefore, ſays the Apoſtle, 1 Cor. v. 8, let 17 raſh not 
with the old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice, and 
wickedneſs ; but with the unleavened bread of ſincerity and 
truth. So that a purity of intention, uprightneſs, and 
ſimplicity of heart, and the ſincere diſpoſition of a 
ſoul, which deſires to give herſelf up, without reſerve, 
to her Redeemer, are ſignified by the unleavencd bread, 
with which the paſch was to be eaten: as the whole- 
ſome bitterneſs of a true repentance, and contrition for 
our fins, is ſignified by the bitter taſte of the wild let- 
tice, And whereas it was alſo ordered, that, in eating 
the paſchal lamb, they ſhould have their lojns girt up, 
their ſhoes on their feet, and their ſtaves in their 
bands: we are to learn from theſe ceremonies, that, if 
we would worthily approach to the Lamb of God, in 
the ſacred myſteries, we muſt gird up the loins of our 
ſoul, by a reſolute reſtraint of our paſſions, and luſts; 
and have our feet, that is, the affections of the ſoul, 
ſbad with the preparation of the goſpel of peace, Eph. 
iv. 15; that is, with a readineſs of heart to follow, in 
all things, the rules of the Goſpel, as the only way to 
true peace: and hold our ſtaves in our hands, as pil- 
grims and travellers, not having any propriety, or laſting 
dwelling here, but wholly bent on making the beſt” of 
our way to our true country, | [7 
Conclude to frequent henceforward the great 
Chriſtian paſſover of the moſt bleſſed Euchariſt, with 
the diſpoſition of true ITaelites, leaving Egypt, and 
marching towards the land of promife, Ever conſider it 


as the ſacrifice, and ſacrament, of your deliverance and 


redemption, and approach to it with the devotiôn, 
which this conſideration requires : as the Iſraelites were 


commanded to ſolemnize, by the annual devotion of 


3 h the 


330 MrpITATITIONS for 


the tacrigce and ſacrament of the paſchal lamb, the to eat 
memory of their * redemption from their Egyptian to ur 
bondage. is here 
| | the b 

85 28 {tren) 
Tueſday after Trinity-Sunday. . 

Of the manna, and the bread of Elias. wp 
FYONSIDER firſt, that the manna, with which by t 
God fed the children of Ifracl, for forty years in Divi 

the wilderneſs, from their going out of Egypt, till reme 
their entring in to the land of promiſe, was another truth 
prophetick emblem of the true bread of heaven, if yi 
which we receive in the bleſſed Euchariſt, He con- pron 


manded the clouds from above, and opened the door, 
of heaven, ſays the Pfalmiſt, Ixxvii. 23, 24, 25. And thy 
he rained dnwn manna upon them to eat ; and gave them ſacr; 


the bread of heaven : man did eat the bread of Angels, wilc 


And yet this miraculous food, formed by Angels, if y 
and ſent down from the clouds, and therefore called mul 
the bread of heaven, and the bread of Angels, was but the 
a figure of that bread of life, which we receive in the fleſ] 
bleſſed ſacrament : an illuſtrious figure indeed, but 114 
nothing in compariſon with the truth. Maſes did not in t 
Zive you bread from heaven, ſays our Lord to the Jews, he 
John vi. (for the manna only came down from the flee 
clouds) but my Father giveth you the true bread from In 
heaven I am the living bread which came down ans 


from heaven. If any man eat of this bread, he ſhall W 
live for ever: and the bread that I will gius is my fleſh 


as 
for the life of the world, ----- As the living Father Ar 
hath ſent me, and I live by the Father : ſo. he that yet 
eateth me, the ſame alſo ſhall live by me. This is the th: 
bread that came down from heaven, not as your" father? a 
did eat manna, and are dead. He that eateth this bread or 
ſhall live forever. verſ. 32, 51, 52, 58, 59. O my th 
ſoul, ſee thou embrace this living, and life-giving, bread. th 
Conſider 2dly, that the manna was the food, upon v 


which the people of God lived, for forty years, in the th 
wꝛilderneſs; but which ceaſed, as, ſoon as they came t0 
gend: : to 05 
1210 II 
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to eat of the fruits of the land of promiſe: to give ud 
to underſtand. that the bread of heaven, which we 
here receive, veiled under the ſacramental ſpecies, in - 
the bleſſed Euchariſt, is to be the food, nouriſhment, 
ſtrength, and life, of our ſouls, during our mortal pil- 
grimage through the wilderneſs of this world ; till 
we come to the true land of promiſe, and there eat 
of the happy fruits, of that bleſſed land of the living, 
by the beatifick viſion and contemplation” of the 

Divinity: and that then all ſacramental veils ſhall be 
removed; and we ſhall ſee, and feed, upon life and 
truth itſelf, face to face, for all eternity. Chriſtians, 
if you hope to arrive one day at this happy land of 
promiſe, ſee you negle& not to gather, for your jour- 
ney, the manna of heaven, by the frequent and wor- 
thy approaching to the bread of life, in the moſt holy 
ſacrament: without this ſupport, you will periſh in the 
wilderneſs, and never reach your jeurney's end. But, 
if you would truly reliſh this heavenly manna, = 
muſt take care not to let your palate be depraved, like 
the carnal Jews, by an affection to the onions, and 
fleſhpots of Egypt. "2 ants bb hu 

Conſider 3dly, another figure of this heavenly food, 
in that hearth-cake of the prophet Elias, with which 
he was fed by an Angel in the wilderneſs, when he was 
fleeing from the perſecution of Jezabel : 3 Kings xix. 
In the ſtrength of which food, he walked forty days, 
and forty nights, unto the mount of God, Horeb. v. 8: 
Where he was favoured with the viſion of the Deity, 
as far as man is capable of ſeeing him in this life. 
Ariſe, eat, ſaid the Angel to him v. 7, for thou haßt 
yet a great way to go. All which expreſſes to us, 
that retiring from the dangers. and the contagion of 
a wicked world, as from the impious Jezabel, in 


order to make our journey to the mountain of God, 


the mountain of eternity: we muſt have recourſè to 
this bread of heaven, for our ſupport in our way; for 


we have yet a great way to go, being far off from 
that perfection, Which is required before we can come 
to the viſion of God; and this barren wildernefs, 
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thtdugh which ' we” are to travel, affording us no, 
roper food for our ſuſtenance in the way, but what 

we muſt have from heaven. 10 
Conclude my ſoul, if thou aſpireſt after this moun- 


tain of God, and the happy viſion of him, diligently Ce 
to procure this bread of life, in the ſtrength of which made 
thou mayſt alſo walk, during the forty days of thy befor 
pilgrimage, to that bleſſed mountain. But remem- ſanct 
ber that this bread was only given in the wilderneſs, purp 
that is, in retirement and ſolitude: and that the manna gold 
was not given, till the people had left Egypt: and put 1 
learn from thence, that a ſpirit of recollection, and rial 
a purifying of the heart, from the affections to the coven 
Egypt of this world, are the beſt diſpoſitions for the calle: 
bread of heaven. * 5h ſhew 
: KI. 54 The 
Wedneſday after Trinity-Sunday, ane 
Of other figures of the bleſſed Euchariſt. _— 
"NONSIDER friſt, that, the ſacrifice of Mel- to de 
chiſedech, Gen, xiv. 18. in- bread and wine, this 

was another figure of the ſacrifice, and ſacrament, of the \ 
the body and blood of Chriſt, in the Euchariſt : as of pe 
Melchiſdech himſelf, and his pricſthood, was an illuſtri- brine 
ous figure of Chriſt, and his eternal . prieſthood, as veil, 
we learn from P/alm cx. 4. and Hebr. vii. And fo uſe « 
likewiſe, in the law of Moſes, all choſe ſacrifices com- Euc 
monly called peace-offerings, in which. both the prieſt and 
and the people were partakers of the victim, were bran 
alſo figures of Chriſt ſacrificed for us, and received C 
by us. So many ways was the divine majeſty pleaſed, mid! 
both before the law, and in the law, to ſhew forth to figur 
us, not only.the- ſacrifice, in which his Son ſhould be had 
both our prieſt and victim; but alſo the ſacrament, ed u 
by which he ſhould communicate his own, fleſh. to tain 
us. Learn from hence my ſoul, what reverence, heal 
what devotion, thou oweſt to our , tremendous myſte- does 
ries; the very figures of which were ſo ſacred, and S*ei 
io venerable. It was a great crime, if any one. that four 


was 


/ 
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was not clean and pure, preſumed to approach to 
theſe ancient ſacrifices; what purity then is the Chriſtian 
now obliged to bring with him, when he approaches 
to the truth, of which theſe were but ſhadows ? 4 

Conſider 2dly, that God appointed twelve loaves, 
made of fine flower, to ſtand always in his temple, 
before the veil of the ſancta ſanctorum, or the inward. 
ſanctuary; placed there upon a table, made for that 
purpoſe, of incorruptible wood, and overlaid with 
gold: and that the cleareft frankincenſe ſhould be 
put upon them; that the bread might be for a memo- 
rial of the oblation of the Lord, by an everlafling 
covenant, Levit. xxiv. 5, 6, 7, 8. Theſe loaves, 
called the holy bread, and the loaves of propoſition, of 
ſhew-bread, were alſo a figure of the holy Euchariſt. 
They always ſtood before the Lord in his temple, as 
an offering made to him by his people; as a figure of 
that ſolemn offering which ſhould be afterwards daily 
made, under the form of bread, in the church of 
Chriſt : the cleareſt frankincenſe was put upon them, 
to denote the pure prayer, and devotion, with _— 
this offering was to be made: And they ſtood befo 
the veil, with the golden candleſtick, and the altar 
of perfumes; to fignify that the ſovereign means to 
bring our ſouls to God, and to introduce us within the 
veil, into his eternal ſanctuary, would be the right 
uſe of the bread of life, which we have in the bleſſed 
Euchariſt ; joined with devout prayer; and the lights 
and graces of the Spirit of God, ſignified by the ſeven; 
branches of the golden candleftick. tn 

Conſider 3dly, that he tree of life, planted in the 
midft of the earthly Paradiſe, Gen. ii. 9, was alſo a 
figure of the blefled ſacrament. The fruit of this tree 
had that excellent property, that if fin had not baniſh»: 
ed us from that happy abode, we ſhould have been main 
tained thereby in a conſtant vigour, ſtrength and 
health; and ſo ſhould have never died. O how well 
does the bleſſed Euchariſt anſwer this noble figure! 
Seeing we here feed upon life itſelf, in it's very 
ſouree; and by frequently and worthily approaching to 

2 it 
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it, receive a plentiful ſupply. of heavenly grace, fa 
the maintaining of the vigour, ſtrength, and health, of 
the ſoul; that ſo we may never incur the ſecond 
death; but may paſs from life to life; from the life 
of grace, to the life of glory ; from life concealed under 
facramental veils, to life ſeen and enjoyed, without 
ſhadow or change, for all eternity. 
Conclude, from all theſe ancient types and figures, 
ſo noble, and fo expreſſive of the bleſſed Euchariſt, and 
its fruits, to raiſe thy thoughts and heart above this 
earth, and all that is earthly, in the uſe of this 
heavenly ſacrament. And aſſure thyſelf, that this di- 
vine myſtery, ſo many ways prefigured, both in the 
law of nature, and in the law of Moſes, muſt needs 
be ſomething far ſuperior to all types and figures, 


Corpus-Chriſti day. 
On the inſtitution of the bleſſed Euchariſt, 
ONSIDER firſt, how our Lord, having finiſhed thre 


4 the courſe of his mortal life, when hrs hour was WOTI 

1 now come that he ſhould paſs out of this world to the my! 

'1 Father : having loved his own who were in the world, wit] 

= ſays the beloved diſciple, Fohn xiii. 1, he loved them hea 

1 unto the end: and gave them, in the laſt ſtage of his 0 

= life, the moſt evident tokens of his boundleſs love: duc 
wy as well in what he endured, out of pure love for fre? 
+13 us, in his paſſion and death; as in the inſtitution of inſt 
447 6 the euchariſtick ſacrifice and ſacrament, at his laſt no 
hi 4+ ſupper, as an admirable legacy of love: in which, tha 
and by which, he might not only be always with us, his 
" | to the end of the world ; but might alſo unite himſelf 31, 
$1 1 to us, in ſuch a manner, as that wwe ſhould abide in he 
+4438 him, and he in us.” John vi. 57. O how wonderful Þ hes 
i! are the ways of his divine love! How incomprehen- Wl 7c 
ſible the riches of his bounty and goodneſs to us! Þ ſuc 
1999 what could he give us more, than when he gives us wh 
| " | himſelf ? What could he do more to teſtify his affec- fin 
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tion for us? Is it poſſible amy ſoul, we ſhould ever 
forget, of be ungrateful, to ſuch a lover?)¾ 50) 
. Conſider 2dly, the infinite treaſures, - which our 
Lord has bequeathed to us, in the inſtitution: of theſe 
divine myſteries: which contain an inexhauſtible ſource 
of divine grace; the living bread}; the food, the nouriſh> 
ment, the ſtrength, and the life of dur ſouls; the 
manna of heaven; the tree of life; ſpirit, truth, and 
life itſelf: the remedy of all our evils; . the'moſt 
powerful medicine for all our diſeaſes ; the ſoverei 

antidote againſt the poiſon of the infernal ſer- 
pent; the comfort of our bamiſhment ; the ſupport 
of our pilgrimage ; the price of our ranſom ; the ear- 


| neſt of our eternal ſalvation ; the great ſacrifice and 


victim of the New Teſtament : by means of which we 
are enabled to give worthy praiſe, adoration, and ho- 
mage, to God; to return him acceptable thanks; and 
to apply daily to our ſouls all the fruit of the death 
and paſſion of the Son of God; as well for the remiſ- 
ſion of all our fins; as for the obtaining of all good 
through him, both for time and eternity. In a 
word, he has . bequeathed to us, in theſe heavenly 
myſteries, his own ſacred body and blood, together 
with his ſoul and divinity ; ſo rich a preſent, that 
heaven can give nothing greater. 

Conſider 3dly, what could be the motive, that in- 
duced our Lord to communicate himſelf, and all his 
treaſures, to us, in this wonderful manner, by the 
inſtitution of the bleſſed, Euchariſt ! O my ſoul it was 
no other but his own pure goodneſs and love. It was 
that, by this means he might be always with us; for 
his delight is to be with the children of men, Prov. viii. 
31, It was that he might unite us to himſelf, that 
he might abide in us, and we in him. O who ever 
heard of ſuch love as this! But what didſt thou ſee in 
me, deareſt Lord, that could claim thy love, and 
ſuch a love? In me a poor worm of the earth; and 
what is infinitely worſe, a moſt ungrateful wicked 
ſinner; a traitor to thee, and. to thy Father, and who 
have fo often crucified thee by my repeated crimes 20 
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O* Je heavens be aſtoniſht at this grodigy of my 
Saviour's bounty and love for me; and of my wicked. 
neſs and ingratitude, in not making him a better return 
O my foul, let us begin now at leaſt to be wholly his; 
let nothing henceforward be capable of ſeparating uz 
y more from this divine lover. | 3 K 
Conclude to be ever thankful for this unſpeakable be. 
nefit of the inſtitution of the bleſſed ſacrament, and ſa- 
crifice of the altar. Join now with the church, in ce- 
lebrating this aCtave, with an extraordinary devotion, in 
acknowledgment of thy Saviour's goodneſs and love, 
which-he has ſhewn to us in theſe myſteries : and make 
the beſt amends thou art able, by thy diligence in this 
devotion, for the many affronts, abuſes and ſacrileges, to 
which: thy Saviour has here expoſed himſelf, for the love 
of thee, | 


Friday within the Oftave of Corpus 
Chriſti. 
On the myſteries contained in the bleſſed Euchariſt. 


CON SIDER firſt, that all the ſacraments are fa- 
| cred and myſterious ſigns of divine graces, and of 
heavenly truths, which lie concealed under theſe out- 
ward appearances, and, through them, are conveyed to 
our ſouls. But that the bleſſed Euchariſt in particular, 
as it is the greateſt of all the ſacraments, contains, more 
and greatermyteries, than any of the reſt. Here our Lord 
gives himſelf to us in quality of our food that, as fin 
and death, and all our miſeries, came to us originally, 
by eating of the forbidden fruit ; fo grace and life, and 
all our good, ſhould come to us, by eating here of the 
fruit of the tree of life, which he has commanded us to 


eat, And he gives himſelf to us, under the form of 
bread, as being a form the moſt expreſſive to us, both of 
his real and his my/tical body. He is the living bread Þ 


which came down from heaven, for the life of the world. 


John vi. 52, 32. And his bady has all the qualifies of | 
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bread in regard to our ſouls; inaſmuch as it is the true 
food and nouriſhment of our ſouls unto life everlaſting. 
Therefore this form of bread is the moſt proper to ex- 
preſs to us the true living bread, which it contains; 
namely, the true and real body of Chriſt; and its quali- 
ties and effects, in being the food, nouriſhment, ſtrength, 
and life of our ſouls: and, at the ſame time, is alſo moſt 
proper to expreſs to us, the myſtical body of Chriſt, 
which. is his church; and the union of concord and cha- 
rity, by which all its members, like ſo many grains of 
corn, are cloſely united, as it were in one bread, by 
means of the holy communion, according to that of St. 
Paul, 1 Cor. x. 17, Me being many, are one bread, one 
body, all that partake of one bread. plots 
Conſider 2dly, that, in this moſt holy ſacrament and 
ſacrifice, the death and paſſion of the Son of God is al- 
ſo, in a lively manner, repreſented to us, and all the 
myſteries of our redemption are ſolemnly celebrated: 
inaſmuch as, by the ſeparate conſecration of the bread 
and wine into the body and blood of Chrift, the true 
Lamb of God, who takes away the ſins of the world, 
prefenits himſelf to his Father, upon our altars, under the 
figure of death, that is, under the ſacramental veils, 
which repreſent his body as delivered up, broken and 
lain for us, and his blood as ſhed for us. So that here: 
the whole paſſion and death of Chriſt, is ſolemnly acted, 
as a molt ſacred tragedy, by himſelf in perſon: here 
that death, Which is the fountain of all our good, is“ 
ſhowed, forth in ſuch manner as not only to be kept up 
in our remembrance, but alſo to live in us, and bring 
forth always in us the fruit of lite : here the blood of 
Chriſt moſt powerfully pleads, and interceeds for us. 
Here, in fine, not only the paſſion and death, but alſo 
the victorious reſurrection, and triumphant aſcenſion: of 
our crucified. King, are ſolemnly. commemorated. 0 
my foul, admire and adore theſe divine myſteries! 
Conſider 3dly, that the participation of the body and 
blood of Chriſt, under the ſacramental veils, is no leſs 
myſterious, in the many benefits it enſures to us, with 
relation to our redemption and ſalvation. For here we 
Vor. I. G g receive 
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redeite an aſſurance of the ſhare we have in bur Re- prel 
deemer, and in the ſacrifice of his croſs; Here we are me 
myſtically incorporated in him, and are made partakers pill: 
of his Spirit. Here we are admitted to that blood, which Ga 
is the ſeal of the new covenant ; importing the remiſſi- Boy 
on of our fins, and our reconciliation with God, through trut 
the death of his Son ; together with an admittance to apa) 
all graces and dleffings through him. Here in ſine, we to t 
have a moſt certain pledge a happy reſurrection, and and 
everlaſting life, and of an eternal enjoyment, in our that 
bleſſed country, of him, who thus lovingly gives himſelf com 
to us. in this place of baniſnment. | Love 
Conclude ever to approach, with all reverence and 4 
Jove, to theſe myſteries fo full of majeſty and love. The whic 
high prieſt, in the old teſtament, was but once à year to nica 
enter into the inward ſanctuary, called the holy of holies, and 
and then not without diverſe purifications 'and- facri- take 
fices, and a ſolemn faſt of all Iſrae!: See then, how pure, offel 
how holy, thou oughteſt to be; who art ſo often ad- eriſi 
mitted, 7 the means of this heavenly ſacrament, into parc 
the fanctuary of the New Teſtament, that is, to theſe give 
divine myſteries, ſanctified by the prefence of Jeſus to b 
Chriſt himſelf, the true Holy 7 "—_— of which that till 1 
Jewiſh ſanQuary was but a ſhado cout 
ty. 
Saturday: within the Octave of Corps 70 
Chr iſti. n food 
0 | 
0 the real preſence of Jeſus Chriſt ; in the Heel wal 
| Euchariſt, to u. 
wha 
” N 8 1 D E R firſt, that what, above all things, wort 
renders cheſe divine myſteries venerable to a Chri- BY our 
Ran; - and that which principally calls for his faith and ours 
devotion, is the real preſenice of Jeſus Chriſt, true God, offe} 
and true man, and of all that he contains, both as God, conſ 
and as man, in the bleſſed Euchariſt. This rea! pre- caſt 
ſence we learn from the expreſs words of truth itſalſ, ſo ſhou 
— 8 in the Holy E and from the ex- =X9 5 
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preſs declaration of the church of God, againſt which 
the gates of hell can never prevail. Upon theſe, two 
pillars of truth, the word of God, and the church of 
God, the humble and faithful Chriſtian | ſecurely refts, 
Bow thyſelf down then, my ſoul, to adore this ſacred 
truth. Let no proud thought of oppoſition ariſe in thee 
againſt this great myſtery, Captivate thy underſtanding 
to the obedience of faith. Remember that the glory 
and merit of faith ĩs to believe what thou canſt not ſee: 
that the Almighty can do infinitely more than thou canſt 
comprehend : and that no effort of mercy, bounty, and 
love, can be too great for him who. has died for love. 
Conſider 2dly, how many ways this Lord of ours, 


who is both our Creator and our Redeemer, commu- 


nicates himſelf to us. He came down from heaven, 
and took our fleſh and blood, in order to make us par- 


takers of his divinity, and to carry us up to heaven. He 


offered up that fleſh and blood upon the croſs, as a ſa- 
crifice for us; to deliver us from ſin and hell, and to 


purchaſe mercy, grace, and. ſalvation ſor us. And he 


gives us here verily and indeed the ſame fleſh and blood, 
to be vur food, comfort, and ſupport, in our pilgrimage, 
till he brings us, by the virtue of that food, to our true 
country, where he will give himſelf, to us, for all eterni- 
ty. Thus, in his incarnation and birth, he made him- 
ſelf our companion; in his paſſion and death, the price 
of our ranſam: in the banquet of his laſt ſupper, Gur 
food and nouriſhment; and, in his heavenly kingdom, 
our eternal reward. O my foul, what return ſhall we 
be able to make him, ſor giving himſelf ſo many ways 
to us. Alas! dear Lord, we have nothing, to give but 
what is thine already: we have nothing to give that is 
worthy. of thee. But be pleaſed to accept of all,that 
our poverty can afford: and let this whale being 6f 


ours 'be fotevor dedicated to thy love, as a whole burat- 


offctingy; to lie always upon thy altar, there burning and 


. conſuming with that divine fire, which thou cameſt to 


caſt upon the earth 5 and which thou ſo much deſiredit 
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Soner zdly, what ought to be our ſentiments, in 
coming to theſe divine myſteries, in conſequence of our 
faith of the real preſence of Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord and 
our God, in this bleſſed ſacrament. Ol what reveren. 
tial awe. ougbt we to bring with us, when we draw near 
to fo tremendous a Majeſty x ; In whoſe ſight the whole 
creation is a mere nothing? What fear and dread, when 
we enter into his ſanctuary, who is infinitely pure and 
holy; ; who ſees all our guilt, and cannot endure ini- 

. quity ? What ſentiments of humility, when we reflect 
what he is, and what we are? What forrow and con- 


trition for all our paſt treaſons and offences aguinſt 


this infinite goodneſs? What ſentiments of gratitude ſet 
118 giving us here his own ſelf, in this wonderſul man- 
ner? What deſires of returning him love for love? O 
How would a Chriitian be affected, if he viſibly and e- 
vidently ſaw his God before him; in his approaching 
to this bleſſed ſacrament ! A lively faith, which appre- 
bends things inviſible, as if — were viſible, would 
produce the like affections. O] give us, ſweet Jeſus, 
this lively faith. 
Conclude ever to admire and adore the incomprehen- 
ſible ways by which God is pleaſed to communicate 
himſelf to us. Reſolve to correſpond, in the beſt manner 
you are able, with the riches of his bounty and good- 
neſs, by approaching to theſe divine an go: with faith, 
with tear, and with love. 


2 by unday within the Octave of 2 
C briſti. 


On Cbri as inviting us to this heavenly banquet. 


C 0 N SID ER firſt, thoſe words of the parable of 
this day's Goſpel. I tertaln San made l great ſup- 
per, and 2 4 many, Luke xiv. 16. And reflect how 
our Lord has indeed prepared a great banquet for us, in 
the inſtitution of the bleſſed ſacrament; and has in- 


ited us all to it. O facred banquet, fays the church, in 


the 


the an 
receiU 


in the anthem,.uſed during this octave, ia which Ghrift 75 
our received ; the memory of his paſſion is kept up; the foul is 
ind filled with grace; and a pledge is given us of the gloty 10 


en- come A happy banquet, in which we feed. upon the 
ear bread of heaven, and drink at the very ſource of the 
ole fountain of life. To this heavenly banquet, the Son of 
hen God invites all the faithful, in the moſt loving manner. 
"nd Come to me, ſays he, all you that labour, and are burdened, 
ni- and I will refreſh au, St. Matt. xi. 28. Ah! Chriſti- 
ec} ans, we all labour, and lie urider many and very heavy 
mn. burthens, from the fins and miſeries, to which we ate 
nt expoſed, during our mortal pilgrimage: and, in this hea- 
fer venly. banquet, we come to Chriſt, to be refreſhed, nou- 
m- riſhed, and ſtrengthened by him. O ſweet invitation! 
01 O happy call to the ſource of grace here, and of endleſs 
e- glory hereafter _ | | i 
ng Conſider rs 4 .how much our Lord is offended, by 
e- all ſuch as refuſe to correſpond to his loving invitation; 
1d and to come to his banquet. He has prepared this ban- 
's, que, out of pure love, that we may feaſt with him, and 
he with us. He deſires, out of pure love, to impart 
* himſelf, and all his goods to us: and therefore, juſtly 
NE reſents his love being ſlighted by us; and our preferring 
er the farm, the oxen, the wiſe, in a word, the world, and 
4. the things of the world, before him, and his banquet. 
b, Chriſtians, if you have any love for Chriſt, ſurely you 


muſt be deſirous of. going to him, and entertaining your- 

ſelves with him, in this great banquet of love. Love 
tends to union: and here it is that you are to be in ſo 
perfect a manner united to him, as ta abide in him, and. 
live by him. If you have any love for yourſelves, and 
for your own. ſouls, you mult gladly go-to this banquet,, 
in which you find Al your good, and all that can make 

you truly happy, both here and hereafter. 1 
Conſider 3dly, that, in ſtaying away from Chriſt, im 
the bleſſed ſacrament, we do not only negle& his vi- 
tation, and flight his love; but alſo break through his: 
ordinance, and violate his commandment; The very 
inſtitution of theſe heavenly, myſteries, to be the ſupport 
ot our ſpiritual life, for the time of our mortality, im- 
5 | 8 _— 7 1297 RR 
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plies.a commandment, for us to approach. to them, and 


to make uſe of them. We ſhouldbe guilty of felt- ya 
murther, if we ſuffered the body to periſh, by. refuſing the ſ. 
to take that food, which God has appointed for its ſuſ- mon 
tenance: and are we not equally guilty of murthering divir 
our ſouls, if we ſuffer them to ſtarve, for want of the prop 
food and ſuſtenance which our Lord has al'otted them has, 
in this life-giving banquet? Truth itſelf aflures us, St. our 
Jobm vi. 54. that, without this heavenly food, we have fleſh 
no life i in us: as then we are moſt ſtrictly bonnd to inde 
maintain the life of our ſouls, we are molt ſtrictiy this 
bound to uſe this food of life: and 'tis no leſs certain dan 
death to ſtay away from this bleſied ſacrament, than it nou 
is to come to it unworthily. vre 
Conclude my ſoul, to correſpond henceforward with tup! 
the loving invitation 'of thy dear Redcemer, by a fre- hap 
quent and worthy communion. Remember that the bret 
bleſſed ſacrament is named our daily bread, in that tha 
prayer, which our Lord himſelf has taught us. O ens 
hovr happy ſhould we be, if we lived in ſuch purity "FP 


and. holineſs, as to be worthy to be daily admitted, of 
like the primitive Chriſtians, to this. bread of heaven, 


mo 
O let us do our beſt, fo to live, fo to behave, in every fec 
reſpect, that we may at leaſt very oſten approach to 6 
this heavenly table, and there tcaſt ' ourielves with fee 
Jeſus Chriſt! * the 
bri 


M Monday within the Octave of Cer - | ..3 
pus Chriſti, T © 
On the excellent fruits of this divine banguet. y 7 


ONSTDER ſirſt, that, in all the ſacraments, the 2 
D worthy receiver is made partaker of divine grace, I th 
'which is conveyed into the ſou] thro' thoſe heavenly 


in 
channels: but the ſacrament of the Euchariſt has 15 
this advantage, above all the reſt, that it imparts to the kf 


_ tou] the very ſource itſelf, from which all graces flow, 21 
3x giving us Jeſus Chriſt himſclff, the author of all 2 
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feed on him: yet thou fhalt nat change bim into thyſelf, 
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grace; his own body, his blood,” his foul,” arid ris 
divinity ! and therefore, it is the moſt excellent of all 
the ſacraments, and the moſt plentiful in its fruits. A- 
mongſt which fruits, that which is moſt peculiar to this 
divine facrament, is, that it has the like qualities and 
properties, with regard to the ſoul, as our corporal food 
has, with regard to the body; according to that of 
our Saviour, 70% vi, the bread that I twill give it my 


fleſh, for the life of the world; and again, my fleſh is meat 


indeed, and my blood is drink. indeed. inaſmuch as 
this bread ſupports our ſpiritual life, by the abun- 
dance of graces, which it furniſhes, for the food and 
nouriſhment of our ſouls: it repairs the daily decays, 
we are liable to, from our natural infirmity and cor- 
fuption, and adds new ſtrength and vigour to carry us on 
happily in our journey towards heaven. This is that 
bread that ſtrengthens the heart of man, Pſalm ciii. 15. 
that gives us force againſt all temptations; that weak- 
ens our paſſions, and concupiſcences; that enables us 
to grow daily in virtue, and to run forward in the way 
of all the divine commandments ; till we arrive at the 
mountain of God; that is, at the very top of the per- 
fection of a Chriſtian life. | e 


Conſider 2dly, that this heavenly ſacrament not only 
ſeeds, nouriſhes, and ſtrengthens the ſoul, in order to 


the maintaining in us the life of grace here, and the 
bringing us to the life of glory hereafter; but alſo tends, 
in a particular manner, to unite us by a union of love, 
with our ſovereign good; and to transform us into 
Chriſt himſelf He that cateth my flaſb, ſaith our Lord, 
John vi. 57, 58, and drinketh my blood, abideth in me, 
and I in him. As the living Father hath fent me, and I 
live by the Father : fo he that - eateth me, the ſame alſo 
Hall live by me. The corporal food which we take, by 
the means of our natural heat and digeſtion, is changed 
into our corporal ſubſtance : but this — food is 
not changed into us; but, by its heavenly heat, changes 
us into itſelf, Chiitt is the food of them that are grown 
ap, faith St Auguſtine; grow thou up, and thou fha/® 


but 
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but; thou: ſbalt be changed into him. Our God is u con- 
fuming fire, ſays the Apoſtle, Hebr. xii. 29. Fire has 
a power of transforming all things into itſelf, by com- 
municating its nature and properties to all ſuch things as 
it lays hold on: how much more ſhall this bright flame, 
which communicates itſelf to us by the ſacred myſ- 
teries, ſet our ſouls on fire with divine love, and change 
us into our beloved: | | 0 
Conſider 3dly, that the beſt diſpoſition for this happy 
transformation, and bleſſed union of love; is to ap- 
proach to this divine ſacrament, with an entire reſigna- 
tion of ourſelves, and of our whole being, into the hands 
of him, whom we are going to receive. As I wil- 
lingly offered myſelf to God my Father for thy fins, 
« ſaith the Beloved, (I. iv. c. 8. Of the following of Ghrift ) 
with my hands ſtretched out upon the croſs, and my 
body naked, ſo that nothing remained in me which 
was not turned into a ſacrifice, to appeaſe the divine 
wrath : even ſo muſt thou willingly offer thyſelf daily 
to me in the maſs (and communion) together with all 
thy powers and affections, as eng as thou art able, 
for a pure and holy oblation. hat do I requite 
more of thee, than that thou endeavour to reſign thy- 
ſelf entirely to me? Whatſoever thou giveſt, beſides 
thyſelf, I hall not regard; for l ſeek not thy gift, but 
thyſel - As it would not ſuffice thee, if thou hadſt 
all things but me; ſo neither can it pleaſe me, what- 
ever thou giveſt, as long as thou offereſt not thyſelf. 
Offer thyſelf to me, and give thy whole ſelf for. God, 
and thy offering will be accepted. Behold LI offered 
my whole ſelf to the Father for thee, and have given 
my whole body and blood for thy ſood; that I might 
be all thine, and thou mightſt be always mine: but if 
thou wilt ſtand upon thyſelf, and wilt not offer thy- 
ſelf freely to my will, thy offering is not perfect; nor 
will there be an entire union between us, --- My ſen- 
tence ſtands firm: Except à man give up all, he cannat 
be my diſciple.” If therefore thou deſireſt to be my diſ- 
ciple, give thyſelf up to me, with all. thy Wir == 
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every Day in the Nan. 44 
Conclule to give all for all, if thou hopeſt to telifh' the 
fruits of this heavenly ſacrament ; that is, to give thy 
whole ſelf, without reſerve, to him that gives his whole 
ſelf to thee. Let this oblation of thyſelf to God, ever 
go before, accompany, and follow thy communion: 


— . 


there can be no better devotion. 


Tueſday within the Octave of Corpus 
Chriſti. ne 
On the diſpoſitions we ought to bring to the boly 


COMMUNisn, 


NYONSIDER firſt, thoſe words of St, Paul, 
1 Cor. xi. 28, Let a man prove himſelf, that is, 
let him try, and examine himſelf, by looking well into 
the ſtate of his conſcience, and ſetting ail right in his 
interiour, and / eat of that bread, &c. leſt otherwiſe 
approaching to it «unworthily, he make himſelf guilty 
of the body and of the blood of the Lord, v. 27: and re- 
ceive his own judgment and condemnation, not diſcern- 
ing the body of the Lord, v. 29. ſo that the ficſt, and moſt. 
eſlential, diſpoſition to a worthy communion, is purity 
of conſcience, at leaſt from all mortal fin. Whoſo- 
ever preſumes to approach to purity itſelf, in theſe ſa- 
cred myſteries, muſt be clean and pure. Sara Santis, . 
Holy things are for them that are holy. God will be 
ſan#tified in them that approach to him, Levit. x. 3. 
And will execute juſtice and judgment on them, that 
defile and profane his ſanctuary, by entering in thither, 
and receiving the Holy of holies, with a ſoul polluted 
with wilful fin. Good God, keep me from being ever 
fo eee, ta 
Conſider 2dly, how great is the guilt of a commu- 
nion, made without this diſpoſition of purity of con- 
ſcience. Tis a moſt grievous facrilege, by profan- 
ing the moſt holy of all the ſacraments, Iis a moſt 
heinous injury and affront offered to our Lord himſelf 
in petfon, by bringing him into a polluted * 
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A ſouf under the guilt of mortal ſin is poſfeſſed by Yeril; 


the unworthy communicant, therefore, introduces the 
Lord of glory into a den of unclean ſpirits. He imitates 


the treaſon of Judas, by betraying him, as much 1 


lyes in him, to his enemies. He lays violent hand; 


on our Lord, like the Jews; and, like then; is guilty | 


of the body and blood of Chriſt. We ſhould have a 
horrour of the wretch, who, by wilful murder, had 
been guilty of innocent blood; though it were but of 
the meaneſt perſon living: what then ought we to 
think of ourſelves, if, by an unworthy communion, we 
ſhould be guilty of the blood of the Son of God him- 
ſelf ? Would not ſuch a crime as this cry to heaven 
for vengeance ? Would it not very much darken the 
underſtanding ; and harden the heart? Would it not 
put the foul even in the broad road of final impeni- 
tance? It would be, according to the Apoſtle, receiv- 


ing judgment, that is, damnation, to ourſelves. Ah! 
what penance, what floods of tears, would be required, 


to expiate ſo great a guilt. 

Conſider 34, that a foul, which wpronches to the 
Holy of holies, in theſe ſacred myſteries; ought not to 
— ig herſelf, with only aiming at being pure from 
mortal ſin; and, for that end, preparing herſelf by 
contrition and confeffon: but, ought alſo, as much 
as poſſible, to purify herſelf from alt affections to ve- 


nial fins; and all habits of any ſoch firs; which, 'when 


fully deliberate; do a deal of miſchief to the ſoul; and 
in particular, hinder her very much, from being fer 

ble of the heavenly ſweetneſs, and excellent fruits of this 
divine facrament. Ah! Chriſtians, could we but ſce thoſe 


ſpots, thoſe ſtains, thoſe filthy ſcabs, that ſcurf, that 


leproſy, which theſe habits of. lies of excuſe, of anger, 


and impatience, of vanity, of curiofity, of indulging 


our ſenſuality in eating, dtinking, Oc. © bring upon 


the ſbul: we Thould be fenſible, how unfit they make 


us, for the embraces of this, our heavenly ſpouſe, who 
is beautiful above the ſons of men, Pf. xliv. 
"Conclude ever to look to the Nate of thy CON TURICE, 


40 


when 


/ 


and to purify it, from all known and deliberate" fin, 


| 
| 
| 


| 
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when euer thou art preparing thy ſoul, for Jeſus, Chniſh, 
Let thy intention alſo, be pure; by having no other 
view, in thy communion, but his glory, and thy falvaz 
tion: and thy affections pure from all inordinate love 
of creatures; when thou preſenteſt thyſelf, at his table: 
and thou ſhalt not fail to be a welcome gueſt. 5 


Wedneſdlay within the Octave of Cor. 
pus Chriſt, 1 a 
Of devotion before communion. 


ONSIDER firſt, that the ſou], which defires to 
prepare a fit lodging for Jeſus Chiiſt, whom ſhe 
is to receive in the bleſſed ſacrament, muſt not only 
drive out Satan from her; and rid her inward houſe 
of the dirt and filth of fin : but muſt alſo procure the 
proper ornaments and furniture of virtue and devotion, 
to deck out herſelf, and her lodging; that it may be 
agreeable to the great king, that comes to . viſit her, 
The work is great, ſaid David, 1, Paralip. xxix, 1, 
For a. houſe is preparing, not for man, but for God ; yea 
rather, in our caſe, for him, that is both God and man, 
The ground- wor k of this preparation, muſt be a lively 
faith; and a ſerious conſideration. of the work we 
are about; who it is that we are to receive; how great 
and glorious, how pure and holy, Sc? And wha we 
are, that are going to receive. him; how.wretched, and 
unworthy.?. This confideration muſt be accompanied, 
or followed, with earneſt prayer, to beg of this infinite 
Majeſty, that, ſince he knows our great poverty, and 
inability to prepate him a fit lodging; he himſelf 
would prepare one for himſelf; by ſending before- hand 
thoſe graces and vitctues, and that fervour of devotion, 
which may fit our ſouls for him. 
Conſider adly, that the devotion, which we ought: 
to bring with us to this bleſſed ſacrament, conſiſts, in 
the firſt place, in a moſt profound humility, and awful 
reverence, for theſe tremendous myſteries, ſanctified 
by the. real preſence, of Jeſus Chtiſt himſelf, the. Term 
""M 
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of glory, and the fountain of all ſanctity. O! how 
ought we to annihilate ourſelves in the fight of this 
great Lord, and maker, of heaven and earth | How 
ought we to fear and tremble, in conſideration of our 
manifold treaſons againſt him, and our baſe unworthi-. 
neſs ! With what profound reverence ought we to ap- 
proach to the Holy of holies, who lies here concealed 
under theſe ſacramental veils ! But then, leſt this fear 
and reverence, ſhould go ſo far, as to drive us away 
from this fountain of life; it muſt be qualified, with an 
humble confidence in the infinite goodneſs and mercy 
of him, who invites us to come; and who is ever 
ready to receive, with open arms, his prodigal children, 
when they leave the huſks of the ſwine, and return to 
him, with a true ſenſe of their unworthineſs. O! 
bleſſed be his holy name for evermore ! 

Confrder 3dly, that as nothing but pure love brings 
our Lord to us, in this divine ſacrament ; ſo the devotion 
he principally expects of us, when we approach to him, 
is a return of love, Which ever way we conſider theſe 
ſacred myſteries, we ſhall find that all things here 
call for our love; and indiſpenfably oblige us to con- 
ſecrate our whole heart, with all its affections, to this 
moſt lovely, and moſt loving Lord, His death and 
paſſion, endured for the love of us, which we here 
commemorate; an incomprehenſible myſtery of love, 
which will aſtoniſh men and Angels to all eternity: 
the wonders he has wrought in this heavenly facra- 
ment, that he might make himſelf our food, and unite 
us to himſelf: the ineſtimable treaſures he here im- 
parts to us; the pledge he here gives us of our redemp- 
tion, and of our everlafting ſalvation ; all concur to 
ſhew forth his love for us; and to claim a return of 
our whole heart, O my ſoul, can we ſee fo much 
loye on his part; and not be inflamed with a deſire 
of loving him with all our power? Can we remain 
cold, when we approach to ſo great a fire? Remember 
thou art going to thy ſovereign good; to the fource 
of all grace; to the fountain of life: go then with a 
hunger and thirſt, with an ardent deſire, to this great 


banquet 
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banquet of love, where thou art to feed upon t 
lover himſelf; and he will not fail to fi!l thee with all 
that is good. | 8 17 d ge 

Conclude to exerciſe thyſelf always before com- 


munion, in acts of faith, reverence, and humility; in 


acts of hope and confidence in thy Saviour; in acts of 
divine love, and in ardent deſires after him, accompanied 

with a grateful remembrance of the love he has ſhewed 
thee, in dying for thee; and in here giving himſelf to 
thee : and the more thou bringeſt with thee of this 
preparation and devotion, which enlarges as it were 
the veſſel of thy heart, the more plentifully wilt thou 
draw. of the waters of divine grace from this fountain 
of life. | | 


\ 


Thurſday the Octave of Corpus 
Chriſti. 
On devotion after communicn. 


ONSIDER firſt, that, as the foul! muſt prepare 

herſelf, to go to receive Jeſus Chriit, by proper 
devotion before communion ; ſo ſhe muſt alſo take 
care to entertain him in a proper, manner, after ſhe 
has received him; and to make good uſe of that favou- 
rable time, (moſt happy to her above all times, if well 
employed) during which, ſhe has him really prefent 
with her, both in his divine, and human, nature ; that 
is, both as God and man, It would be a groſs affront, 
after being favoured with a viſit of the King of heaven, 
deſiring to feaſt himſelf with us, and bringing all his 
treaſures with him, to enrich our ſouls; if we ſhould 
turn our backs immediately upon him, and take no 
farther notice of him. The very meaneft of our 
friends would have reaſon to reſent ſo contemptuous 


an uſage ; how much more ſo great a Lord? See my 


ſoul, if the little care thou haſt taken, to manage, to the 
beſt advantage, thoſe happy minutes in which thou haſt 
Jeſus Chriſt with thee, by a proper devotion after 

Vor. I. H h e ee 
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conimunion, be not the true cauſe why thou haſt 
reaped fo little fruit from thy repeated communions; 
which otherwiſe might long ſince have made thee a 
Saint, O fepent and amend ! | 

Conſider 2dly, what this devotion is, wich which 
we are to entertain our Lord after receiving him. 
Firſt, we are to welcome him, by faith, hope, and 
love: by a lively faith of all his myſteries; but, in 
particular, that we have here really with us, in this 
bleſſed ſacrament, him who is our Maker, and our Re- 
deemer ; infinite in majeſty, and infinite in mercy; 
and who brings with him ail the treaſures of heaven 
to enrich us : "by a firm hope, that he will now, by 
this blood of the covegant, take full poſſeſſion of our 
ſouls, and make them his, both for time, and eternity : 
by an ardent love, aſpiring with all our power and 
affectlons to an eternal union with our beloved; whom 
we here receive: J have found him whom my foul 
loveth; I will hold him faft, and will never let him 
go. In the next place, we ought to caft ourſelves 
down at his feet, and to pay him the beſt homage and 


adoration-we are Capable of; bringing all the powers 


of our ſoul before him, and obliging them all to bow 
down to him, and worſhip him. But as all this 
ought to be accompanied with a lively ſenſe of our 
unworthineſs and fins; we muſt alſo take this op- 
portunity of making an humble confeſſion, like Mag- 
dalene, of all our treafons, at lis feet, craving his 
mercy for what is paſt, and the grace of 'a change of 
heart, and life, for the time to come. 

"Conſider 3dly, that, after theſe firſt homages, the ſoul 
muſt, for ſome time following her communion, keep 
cloſe to our Lord and give ſpace for his grace to pene- 
trate more and more into her interiour, and to bring 
forth there its proper fruit. For this end, ſhe mull 
entertain him with praiſe and thankſgiving ; inviting 
all heaven and earth, all Angels and Saints, together 
with the whole creation, to join with her in his praiſes; 
and wiſhing ſh2 had the hearts and tongues of all his 
creatures, that ſhe might employ them all in loving and 
glori- 
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glorifying him, in return for all the wonders of his loye 
and goodneſs to her. She muſt alſo offer herſelf, and 
all that ſhe has, without reſerve, into his hands; that 
ſhe may be forever his; and that her whole being may 
be made as a holocauſt, or whole burat- offering, to 
evaporate to his glory. In fine, ſhe muſt remember that 
ſhe is now befere the throne of grace; and that the 
Lord, whom ſhe has with her, carries about with hint 
all the treaſures of divine grace : and therefore, th 
muſt lay hefore him all her wants, and ſpiritual necet- 
ſities z and®beg of him, by this opportunity, plentiful 
ſupplies of grace, both for herſelf, and for the whole 
church, | | 

Conclude O my ſoul, to entertain thy Saviour in 
this manner, as often as thou ſhalt receive him in 
the divine myſteries. Take care alſo to be more than 
ordinarily recollected, on the whole day following thy 
communion; and to keep a great guard upon thyſelt,; 
left the enemy, who knows what a treaſure thou haſt. 
received; — is therefore moſt buſy about thee, on 
this occaſion, in hopes of robbing thee of it; ſhould 
fling ſome ſtumbling-block in thy way, to make thee fall 
into ſia, either by paſſion, or concupiſcence; that ſo, | 
by this means, he may drive Chriſt away from thee, 
and get poſſeſſion of thy ſoul. 


N. B. That as often as the Oftave of Corpus-Chriſti 
ſhall fall before the thirteenth day of the month of 
June; the meditations that Hall then be wanting. in 
this place, are to be taken out of the number of thoſe 
that are marked for the month of February; which 
were omitted at that time, to give place to the medi- 
tations appointed for Lent, 
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_idſs0, Tune 14. 
. Of the bleſſed Eucbariſt as it is a ſacrifice. 
CON51 DER firft, that the bleſſed Euchariſt is 


not only a /acramert, in which we receive the body 
and blood uf Chriſt, for the food and nouriſhment of 
our ſouls; but is alſo a ſacrifice, in which this ſame 
body and blood of Chriſt is offered up to God, in re- 
membiance of his death and paſſion, for the honvur and 
glory of God; in thankſgiving for all his benefits; to 
obtain pardon for all our fins ; and grace in all our ne- 
ceſſities. Sacrifice is a ſovereign act of religious wor- 
ſbip, due to God alone; inaſmuch as it teſtifies, by 
the oblation made to him, that he is the ſovereign 
Lord of all things , the maſter of life and death; our 
firſt beginning, and laſt end. Now, from the beginning 


of the world, the children of God were accuſtomed 


to offer ſacrifices to him: and this was the ſolemn 
worthip, in which they met together, to join in paying 
their hoinage, and adorat on to him. In the old law, 
a great variety of theſe ſacrifices was preſc:ibed, of 
burnt offerings, of fin-offerings, of peace- offerings, &c. 
but all theſe were but figures, and imperfect ſhadows, 
of the great ſacrifice, which was reſerved for the law 
grace, and which we celebrate in the bleſſed Eucha- 
miſt: a ſacrifice, in which the Son of God himſelf is 
both prieſt, and victim. | 
Conſidet 2dly, that as the law of Moſes, was to 
give way to the law of Chriſt, of which it was a 
tizure 3. and the prieſt-hood of the ſons of Aaron, was 
to yield to him that zs 4 prieft forever, according to the 
erder of Mel:hijedech : ſo all thoſe ancient ſacrifices of 
the old law, which were but figures, and ſhadows, 
were to make way for the new ſacrifice of Chriſt's in- 
ſtitution ; which is no other than that of his own 
pody and blood : not as piefigured, by the fleſh and 


blood of calves or lambs; but as exhibited in truth; 


once in a. bloody manner, on the altar of the croſs ; 
O18 "WE 3 12 daily 
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daily to the end of the world, in an unbloody man- 
ner, on our altars, under the forms of bread and wine; 
agreeable to the prieſt- Hood, and facrifice of Melchi- 
ſedech, which he offered in bread, and wine; Gen, xiv. 
18. Hence, in the thirty-ninth Pſalm, ſpoken in the 


1 perſon of Chriſt, the ſacrifice of his own body is ſub- 

ly ſtituted in the place of all thoſe ancient victims, in theſe 
f Words. Sacrifice and oblation thou diuſt not deſirè: "but 
ne thou ha/t fitted a body to me (for fo St. Paul reads it, 
5 Heb. x. 5.) Burnt-offering, and ſin offering, thou didit 
1d not require: then ſaid J, behald I come. And this new 
8 ſacrifice of the Chriſtian church, this clean offering, 
8 which ſhould be offered in every place, among the Gen- 
* tiles, is foretold Malachi. i. 11. and thete accepted of 
y by the Lord; at the ſame time as he declares he will 
a receive no more of the Jewiſh ſacrifices, v. 10. 

a Conſider 3dly, that this great ſaciifice of the Eu- 
S MW Charift eſſentially conſiſts in the conſecration of the 
d bread, and wine, into the body and blood of Chriſt; 
2 and in the offering up of this ſame body, and blood, 
8 to God, by the miniſtery of the prieſt, as a perpetual 
b memorial of the ſacrihce of the croſs, and a conti 
f nuation of the ſame, to the end of the world. For, 
. by the ſeparate conſecration of the bread, into the 


body of Chriſt, and of the wine, into his blood, per- 
formed by the prieſt, in the name and perfon of 

ST Chriſt, our great high · prieſt; Chriſt Jeſus preſents himfe}f 
do his Father, upon our altars, as flain for us; and his 

blood, as ſhed for us; and, under this figure of death, 
offers up his own body and blood, to anſwer all-the 
ends and intentions, for which we ought to offer ſa- 
crifice to God. Not as if there were any inſufficiency 
in his ſacrifice of the croſs; by which he compleatly 
redeemed us, and opened to us the fountain of all 
mercy, grace, and ſalvation: but that we might have, 
in this euchariſtick ſacrifice a ſtanding memorial or̃ our 
redemption; a daily means of applying the fruit of it 
to our ſeuls; a daily communion one with another, by 
joining together in the ſolemn worſhip of ſactifice; a8 
the children of God had always done, from the begin- 
ind H h 3 ; ning; 


$54 Mx#'D1TATL4ON $+f0r 

gs and a daily means of uniting: ourſelves, in theſe 
myſteries, with our high-prieſt, and victim, Chriſt Je- 
ſus: and of coming to God, with him, and through 
bim. 

Conclude to frequent daily this great means of ſal. 
vation, which our Lord has prepared for us, in the 
euchariſtick ſacrifice: admire and adore the wonders 
of the power and goodneſs of God, manifeſted. to us 


therein, and reſolve to correſpond with them by faith, 
hope, and love. 


June 15. 
On the excellence of the enchariſtick ſacrifice. 
(CONSIDER fi ſt, that the excellence and dignity 


of a ſacrifice, is to be eſtimated by the exceilence 
and dign'ty of the victim, that is offered; of the prieſt, 
that makes the offering; and of the ends, for which the 
oblation is made. Now all theſe, things concur to re- 
cmmend, in the higheſt degiee, the ſacrifice of tlie 
biefſed Euchariſt 3 which, in ſubſtance, is the ſame with 
that which the Son of God offered upon the- croſs, be- 
cauſe both the victim is the ſame, and the chief prieſt 
is the ſame : and both the one and the other anſwer the 
ſame ends, though in a different manner. See then, 
my foul, and adinire the excellence of this great ſa- 
ciifice,, which is offered on our altars: a ſacrifice in 
which the whole paſſion and death of Jeſus Chriſt is 


folemnly ated by himſelf in perſon ; in ſuch manner 


as to be himfelf both the pricſt and the victim; the 
facrificer and the ſacrifice. Chriſt Jeſus, the Son of God, 
was the great high pricſt of God and men, whe ſo— 
Iemoly off-red. his own body. and blood upon the croſs, 
a facrifice to Gol for all mankind : his body and blood 
was the victim, by which we were redeemed, And 
this ſame great Wgh-priecft of God and men, officiates 
af in peiſon, in the ſacriſice of the altar; and. there 
offers up the ſame victim of his body and blood to his 
heavenly Father, in our behalf. O can any thing, be 


nere 


a 
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more divine than ſuch a ſacrifice; in Which z*Gof'if 
the prieſt; and à God the victim 
Conſider 2dly, the noble ends and intentions, for 
which this ſacrifice is daily offered, by the Son of 
God, in perſon, upon our altars ; where he preſents 
himſelf, attended by his heavenly hoſt, as the high- 
prieſt of heaven and earth; and ſolemnly offers his 
body, as delivered up, broken and ſlain; and his 
blood as poured out. Firſt, as a facrifice of fovereigh 
adoration and homage, praiſe and glory to' God 'on 
high; infinitely more honoured by this worſhip, which 
he here receives from his own = myſtically dying 
on our altars ; than by all the holocauſts, and burnt 
offcrings, of the patriarchs and prophets ; and all- the 
homage, which all the Saints put together, eicher 
have, or ever could, offer to him; altho' their whole 
being were to evaporate to his glory. Secondly, he 
offers up his body and blood, as a ſacrifice of a 
general thankſ-gtving ; of moſt ſweet odour in the 
light of God, for all his graces, bleſſings, and com; 
munications of his goodnels, to any of his creatures; 
for our creation, preſervation, redemption. &c. for 
his own great glory; for the whole, church of heaven 
and earth; and for all that he has done in favour of 
Chriſt (the great head of the church of heaven. and 
earth) according to his human nature. "Thirdly, he 
offers his body and blood, together with his whole 
paſſion and death, as a ſacrifice of a general proputtar 
tion, for the ſins of the living, and the dead, in favour 
of whom he repreſents to his eternal Father, the 
blood of the everlaſting covenant, And fourthly, he 
offers the ſame body and blood, as a ſacrifice of a 
general ſapplication for his whole family; that is, for 
his whole church, and for all its paſtors, and people; 
that all graces and bleſſings may be derived to their 
ſouls, from the fountains of their Saviour. O inft; 
nite goodneſs ! What treaſures haſt thou opened for us, 
in theſe divine myſteries ! | " 
Conſider 3dly, that, as often as we go to cele, 
brate, or aſliſt at theſe: ſacred myſteries, it may be 
e proper 
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propet” to repreſent to ' ourfelves, chat dhe ars kiel 


upon, as by a royal proclamation from heaveh, to be 
fanctified, and to come along with our great high- 
prieſt, Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of God, and with his 
whole church of heaven and earth; and to join in 
a moſt ſolemn facrifice, that is going to be offered to 
God, for all the great ends abore-mentioned. Ves 
Chriſtians: for it is a moſt certain truth, that, in this 
divine ſacrifice, we er why ourſelves at the altar of 
God, before, the throne of his mercy, with Jeſus 
Chriſt his Son at our head; and in the ſociety of his 
whole family, the whole people of God, wherever 
they ate; (for this ſacrifice is offered by Jefiis Chriſt 
in the name of them all) and that, by the hands of this 
our high-prieit, and, with the concurrence ef his 
whole chutch, we here offer up to God the moſt 
acceptable victim that can be preſented to his divine 
majeſty ; the moſt agtecable adoration and thank(- 
giving, that can be offer.d; the nioſt powerful at- 
tonement for ſin; and the moſt effectual means for 
obtaining all graces and bleſſings; by offering up the 
paſſion and death of the Son of God. 

Conclude to approach always to theſe moſt fa- 
cred and ſublime myſteries, with the moſt profound 
veneration, lively faith, atid ardent devotion; and 
ever to join your intention, according to all theſe 
four ends, with the principal offerer Jeſus Chriſt, 
and with his whole church. 


| June 16. 
On the bleſſed Euchariſt, as it is a ſacrifice of 
adoration and praiſe, 
Ga SID FER firſt, the indiſpenſable obligation 


incumbent upon man, as a rational creature, 


made by God, and for God, to preſent. his homage 


of adoration, praiſe, and glory, to his Maker. For 


this reaſon, the children of God, from the beginning, 
offered up ſacrifices to the Deity: for this reaſon, they 
inſti- 


every. Day in the Year: 


inftituted holocaufts, or whole burnt-offerings, in 
which the whole victim was conſumed by fire, eva-' 
porating on God's altar, in teſtimony of his being the 
ſovereign Lord of all : for this reaſon, the pſalms were 
compoſed by divine inſpiration; and appointed to be 
ſung, together with muſical inſtruments, to the praiſe, 
and gloiy of God; and to accompany the ſacrifices, 
offered in the temple of God. Such was the zeal of 
theſe ancient ſervants of God, for paying him the 
beſt homage, they were able, of adoration, and praife : 
and ſuch ought to be, at all times, the fincere diſpoſition 
of all that believe in God, as to be willing to adore, 
and praiſe, worſhip and ſerve, this their firſt begin- 
ning, and laſt end, with all their power; and to con- 
ſecrate their whole being to his glory. See my ſoul, 
if this be thy diſpoſition. | 5 
Conſider 2dly, how little is all that man can offer, 
ef his own fund, even though his whole being were to 
evaporate to the glory of God, when compared with 
the infinite majeſty of God, and the homage, and 
adoration, which he deſerves. If the whole creation 
could be made one holocauſt, or burnt- offering, for 
the glory of God; alas! it would be all no more in 
the eyes of ſo great a king, thai, as if a grain of chaff 
were to be burnt in honour of ſome earthly monarch. 
Becauſe there is no proportion between that which is 
finite, and that which is infinite : and therefore, the 
Whole creation, compared to God, is leſs than one 
grain of chaff, compared with an earthly monarch, or 
even with the whole creation. How mean then is all 
that man can offer of his own, or of any other crea- 
ture's, and how unworthy and inſufficient to be made 
a ſacrifice of adoration and praiſe to the divine Ma- 
jeſty? See then, my ſoul, how greatly we are obliged 
to the Son of God, who, by the inſtitution of the 
bleſſed Euchariſt, has furniſhed us with a ſacrifice of 
adoration, homage, praiſe, and glory, worthy of God 
as being of an infinite value, by reaſon of the infinite 
dignity: both of the prieſt, and victim. ROPE 
1 0 Con- 
5180 
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upon the croſs, in obedience to his Father's will, of- 
fered himſelf in ſacrifice in fuch manner, that his 
death was not only in the nature of a /in-offering, ot 
a ſacrifice of propitiation for the fins of the world ; 


the whole victim is given to God without reſerve) or 
a ſacrifice of adoration, homage, praiſe, and glory, 
As then, in the bleffed Euchariſt, Chriſt himſelf, in per- 
ſon, celebrates his own death, and offers up the fame 
ſacrifice, in ſubſtance, with that which he offered ex. 
piring upon the croſs; ſo we have here the ſame ado- 
ration, homage; praiſe, and glory, offered by Chriſt, 
as God's high-prieft, and our high-prieſt, | to his 
eternal Father : and this ſacrifice of adoration, homage, 
praiſe, and glory, he has made over to us: ſo that we 
are enabled, by joining with him in theſe ſacred 
myſteties, to offer up daily to out God, a homage, aud 
adoration, of infinite value, ale 

Conclude with admiration of the infinite power, 
wiſdom, and goodneſs of God, manifeſted to us in 
the inſtitution of this divine ſacrifice, by means of 
which a victim of infinite value is daily offered, and 
will be daily offered, to the end of the world, upon 
a million of altars, by a prieſt of infinite dignity, to 
give infinite honour, and glory, to his divine Ma- 
jeſty ; and to be, at the ſame time, an inexbauſtible 
ſource, of all good to us. O!] let us daily and hourly 
join our adoration and praiſe, with that which is, in 
every place, offcred by out high-prieſt, in theſe divine 
myſteries; and it will not fail of being acceptable 
through him. 


Conſider 3dly, how our Lord, expiring and dying 


but alſo in the nature of @ burnt-efering, (in which 
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| 1 June 17. + 9805 
On the bleſſed Euchariſt, as it is @ ſacrifice of thaukſ= 
| giving. N 


C NSID ER firſt, that we are alſo indiſpenſably ob- 

bliged to return due thanks to God, for all his 
bounties, favours, and mercies to us; and that, as theſe” 
a are boundleſs and infinite, he has a right to call for a re- 
> WF turnofall the gratitude and love we are capable of; 
; and that nothing leſs than an infinite thankſgiving, can 
. be equivalent to the debt we owe him. But O! how 
little is all that our ſtore can afford; towards diſcharging: 
5 ſo immenſe- a debt? If we ſhould even offer him our 
; whole being; and this could be a return for the great be- 
; nefit of our creation, by. which he has given us this 
| 


ww 
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being ; what ſhould we have leftto give him? Or what 

return ſhould we be able to make him, for our redemp- 

tion, for our preſervation, for our vocation, and for ſo 

many others his benefits; and above all for that eternal 
free love of his for us, which is the fource of all theſe 
f benefits? See then how good our God has been, in 
| furniſhing us, by the means of the euchariſtick ſacri- 
] fice, with a ſtanding fund to enable us to diſcharge this 
) infinite debt, and to render him a thankſgiving wor- 
thy of him. | | 
Conſider 2dly, that, as all the than#ſ-of*rings of the 
law of nature, andof the law of Moſes, fellinfinitely ſhort” 

of anſwering, ina proper and ſufficientmanner, theobliga- 
tion incumbent on mankind, of returning due thanks to 
Jod; the Son of God himſeli became man, to make him- 
ſelf our prieſt andvictim; and, in that quality, to offer up 
in our behalf a worthy ſacrifice of thankſgiving, no leſs in- 
finite, by reaſon of the dignity of his perſon, than thoſe fa- 
vours and mercies were, for which he makes this return of 
thanks. This ſacrifice of thankſgiving he offered once 
upon the croſs, and now offers daily in the Euchariſt, 
upon a million of altars, throughout the world: and, 
in this offering he expects that his whole family of 
| heaven 
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heaven and earth ſhould join with him; that, with him, 
and through him, they may make a daily return of 
od's bleſſings, beſtowed upon 
doth him, and them. See, my ſoul, thou be never 
wanting in this duty. _ | | 

Conſider 3dly, what this thankſgiving is, that we are 
to offer up daily to God, in the ſacrifice of the bleſſed 
Euchariſt ; a ſacrifice which takes its very name from 
thankſgiving! 1. We are to return thanks to God for 
his own great g'ory, manifeſted in all his works, 2. We 
are to thank him in particular, for the great work of 
our redemption. 3. We are to offer up to him this ſa- 
crifice, in thankſgiving for the incarnation and birth of 
his Son; and for all the bleſſings beſtowed upon him, 
according to his human nature, for his doctrine and mi- 
racles, for his paſſion and death; for his reſurrection 
and aſcenſion ; and for all that power, which is given 
him in heaven and earth. 4. We are likewiſe to offer 
up this ſacrifice, in thankſgiving for ourſelves, and ſor the 
whole church, triumphant, militant, and patient; and 
for all that mercy, grace, and ſalvation, which has, at 
any time, been derived upon any man from the ſove- 
reign ſource of all good, through Jeſus Chriſt. See 
Chriſtians, how much we all, in general, have to thank 
God for; beſides the ſpecial favours, for which each 
gne in particular ſtands indebted to the divine bounty, 
But infinite thanks be to his infinite goodneſs, who has 
provided for us this ſacrifice of infinite value, in which 
we may daily preſent ourſelves before him, in the com- 
pany of Jeſus Chriſt his Son, and make him a ſuitable 
and acceptable offering, through him, for all his fa- 
vours. 
Conclude to unite daily thy intentions with thoſe, 
with which Jeſus Chriſt daily offers this ſacrifice, upon 
all the altars throughout his church: the thankſgiving 
offered by him, and nothing leſs, will be equal to thy 
debt. „ 22] It 
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7 Os the beſſed Euchariſt, as it is @ ſacrifice of pro- 


pitiation. 


4 C2 N-SIDER firſt, that the ſacrifice of the body 
n and blood of Chriſt is alſo a /in-offering ; or a ſas 


Jy crifice of propitiation, for obtaining mercy and pardon 
e for our ſins. The debt, man contracted to the divine 
f juſtice by fin, was infinite; and nothing that any one 
[= pure man, or even all mankind put together, could do, or 
f ſuffer, for the expiation of ſin, could bear any kind of 
1, proportion with that debt, or go any part of the way 
i- towards the cancelling of it: much leſs could the blood 
n of oxen, or of goats, uſed in the ancient An- oferings of 
n the law, have any virtue in them to waſh away ſin. 
er Therefore did the Son of God take a body and blood 
x for us, to ſubſtitute this new victim in the place of thoſe 
d old ones, Pſalm xxxix. This body and blood he of- 
at fered in ſacrifice upon the croſs, for the fins of all man- 
e- kind: with this he paid our ranſom, and compleatly re- 


20 deemed us: this ſame he has bequeathed to us in the ſa- 
jk crament, and in the ſacrifice of the bleſſed Euchariſt ; 
h in which, as our prieſt and victim, he daily appears be- 
y. fore his Father in our behalf; and repreſents his paſſion 


ag and death to him, to obtain the forgiveneſs of our ſins. 
ch Thus the ſacrifice of the Euchariſt is truly propitiatory, 
1 in virtue of that blood of the New Teſtament, the fruit 
le of which it applies to our ſouls. * | 


a- Conſider 2dly, what an advantage it is to our fouls, 

to have here daily celebrated amongſt us, this propitia- 
fory ſacrifice, in which the Lamb that taketh away the 
ſins of the world, preſents to his eternal Father, upon 


Ng our altars, under the myſtical 'veils that repreſent his 
by death, his body, as broken and ſlain for us; and his 


blood as ſhed for our fins: and, with this body and' 
blood, interceeds to obtain mercy and pardon for us. 
What ſinner can deſpair of the forgiveneſs of his ſins 
(if, like * prodigal child, * deſires to return home to 
Vor. I. 1 his 


und 
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his true father) when he ſees here before him, bleedinę 
as it were upon the altar, the victim, by whoſe blood af 
our ſins were cancelled ? When he ſees the great high 
prieſt of God and man, offering a ſacrifice for the re- 
miſſion of his ſins ? O let us go therefore with confidence 
to this throne of grace: that we may obtain mercy, and 
find grace in ſeaſonable aid, Heb, iv. 16. 
Conſider 3dly, my ſoul, how much occaſion thou haſt 
for this ſacrifice of propitiation. Alas, how great is the 
debt thou oweſt to divine juſtice, for thy numberleſ 
fins ! Recount to thyſelf, O ſinner, in the preſence of thy 
God, all thy years in the bitterneſs of thy ſoul, Tali, xxxviii, 
15. See how very early thou didſt incur the dread- 
ful guilt of mortal fin ; by turning away from God, to 
follow vanity, and thereby breaking through thy baptiſ- 
mal engagements z profaning God's temple within thee; 
affronting the Spirit of God ; and treading under foot the 
blood of the Son of God] Reflect how much thy fins 
have been multiplied, after ſo bad a beginning, every 
day, from that time to this very hour, Ah! What jhait 
thau offer to the Lord that is worthy © Wherewith ſhalt 
thou kneel before the high God? Mich. vi. 6. Neither ho- 
lecauſts nor thouſands of rams; nor yet thy own blood, 
can expiate thy guilt. The blood of Chriſt alone can 
do it: and with this thou kneeleſt before the Moſt High, 
when thou affiſteſt at the ſacrifice of the altar; where 
this blood is applied to thy ſoul. Neither is it appli- 
cable to thy foul alone; but the inexhauſtible treaſures 
of mercy, which are laid open in theſe ſacred myſteries, 
give us a confidence to join all here in a body, with our 
great advocate and high prieſt at our head, and to plead 
for mercy, through this ſame blood, for our brethren al- 
ſo, both living and dead; that we may obtain for them 
all, the remiſſion of their ſins, and the diſcharge of all 
the debt of puniſhment due to their fins. 
Conclude to embrace this great means of obtaining 
mercy and grace, by aſſiſting daily, if it lyes in thy pow- 
er, at this propitiatory ſacrifice, with a contrite an! 
humble heart; and making, on this occaſion, à con- 
feſſion of all thy ſins, at che feet of Jeſus Chriſt, who is 
— 8 here 
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10 here both prieſt and victim: if thou art diligent in this 


l practice, the blood of Chriſt will infallibly obtain for 
th thee the remiſſion, of thy ſins. ok 5 


FEE 
On the bleſſed Eucbariſt, as it is @ ſacriſice c 


| 


8 prayer and ſupplication. 

ik (JONSIDE R firſt, that the bleſſed Euchariſt, inal. 
hy much as it is a ſacrifice, does not only, in a mot? 
ill. perfect manner, anſwer the deſigns and intentions of the 
d- burnt-offerings, thankſ-offerings, and ſin-offerings, of the 
to law, by being offered up for the adoration and praile of 
11 the Deity, in thankſgiving for all his benefits, and for 
e; the remiſſion of all our ſins; but alſo, with infinite ad- 
he vantage, anſwers the ends of the peace-offerings of the 
* ancients; by being offered up for obtaining ah grace 
and bleſſings from God, through the blood of Jeſus 
alt Chriſt. No one can come to the Father, but by him, St. 
yy John xiv. 6. Here we approach to God both by him, 
50 and with him too; both as our prieſt, and as our victim. 
d, If yau aſk the Father any thing in my name, ſaith he, St. 
bin John Xvi. 23, he will give it you. O how wholeſome 
th, then muſt this ſacrifice of ſupplication be to all Chriſtian 
Ne people, in which we not only aſk in the name of Jeſus 
Trl Chriſt, but come with his ſacred blood, before the throne 
res of race ; and in which, he himſelf in perſon pleads for 
er, N us!. 8 | 5 | 
ur 2. Conſider how many and great our neceſſities are, 
ad both in general, and in particular; and how great the 
RY miſeries we are liable to; that you may ſet a greater va- 
My lue upon this never-failing ſource of all bleſſings, which 
all the divine bounty has opened to us, in the ſacrifice of 


the Euchariſt. Alas! Of ourſelves we can do nothing : 
we can neither believe, hope, love, nor repent ; nor 


Ns make ſo much as any one ſtep towards our juſtification, 
if or ſalvation, without the help of heaven: we are en- 


compaſſed on all fides with dreadful dangers, that threa- 
ten us with the worſt of evils, both for time and eter- 
nd.” + SE 4 - nity. 
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hlty. Abet how true it is, that we are indeed turetchz Ih 
and miſerable, and poor, and blind, and ndked ! Apoc. tal 


ili. 17. But, in this ſacrifice, our Lord has provided us 
with an inexhauſtible fund of grace; ſupplied, without 
ever decaying, out of the fountains of our Saviour, Ilai, I 
Xii. 3. in order to anſwer all our neceſſities, to heal all O5 
our infirmities, to guard us againſt all dangers, and to 
redrefs all our miſeries. O bleſſed be his infinite good- 
neſs! O my foul, whatſoever thy wants are, here they 
are to be ſupplied : run here to Jen Chriſt, thy prieſt 
and ſacrifice; and with him, and through him, to his 
Father: and he will give thee all good, and himſelf in- 
to the bargain, . 
3. Conſider that, in this ſacrifice of ſupplication and 
prayer, we are not limited, or confined in our addreſſes, 
as if we were to aſk, and to receive, for ourſelves alone: 
but, as we have here upon the altar, the victim lain for 
the general redemption of the whole world; and as the 
high prieſt of God and man here appears beſore his 
heavenly Father, in behalf of all mankind; we are au- 
thoriſed to put up our petitions with him, and through 
bim, for the general neceſſities of the whole church of 
God, and of all mankind: that the holy name of God 
may be ſanctified by all; that his kingdom of grace 
may be propagated through all nations, and through all 
hearts; that his will may be done by all, and in all 
things; that his church may be exalted by the ſanctity 
of her prelates and paſtors, and propagated throughout 
the world; that all infidels, heretics, and ſinners, may | 
be converted; that all errors and abuſes may be cor- 
rected ; that we may be preſerved from wars, plagues, Þ 
famines, earthquakes, and all other evils ; and that, be- 
ing delivered from the hands of our enemies, we may ſerve 
Cad, without fear, 1 bel and juſtice before him, all 


eur Jays, St. Luke i. 74, 75. All this, with all other Ja 
JUTE BIN. RR & is 2 1 In 
graces and bleſſings, we are encouraged to afk with con- vi 
ndence, for the whole world, in this ſacrifice, where BI 
Chrift is both victim and prieſt, _ af 1. 
Conclude to manage always, to the beſt advantage, "Gs 


that favourable time, when thou art aſſiſting at the ſa- 
. | crifice 990 
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lation to the ſufferings of JeſusChriſt. Our | 
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crifice of the altar: for 'tis then thou art near the foun- 
tain/s bead, from whence all our good muſt fo; apr 
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On the devotion, with which wwe are to afſift at the 
| ſacrifice of the altar. 


ONSI DER fiſt, that theſe heavenly cp bende 
which we celebrate in the ſacrifice of the altat, 
and the real preſence of Jeſus Chriſt the Son of God, 
whom we believe to be truly there, both as prieſt, and 
victim; require that we ſhould aſſiſt thereat, with all 
poſſible devotion : but eſpecially with a lively faith ; 
a moſt profound reverence; and a heart inflamed with 
love for that lamb of God, who there offers himſelf 
in ſacrifice for d. The ſervants of God have ſome- 
times ſeen Angels aſſiſting round the altar, and adoring 
their Lord : open. thou thy eyes, my ſoul, as often as 
thou art preſent at the ſacred myſteries, to contemplate, 
with a lively faith, this Lord of Angels upon our attars, 
accompanied with theſe heavenly Spirits ; and ſee thou 
worſhip him there, with that awful reverence, and ten- 
der affection, which his infinite Majeſty, and his infi- 
nite love for thee, require at thy hands. Reflect on that 
profound reſpect, with which the people of God, in an- 
cient times, reverenced the ſinQtuary, in which the ark 
of the covenant was depoſited ; fo that no one but the 
high prieft, and he but once a year, was allowed to en- 
ter within the veil, O how much more profoundly 
oughteſt thou to reverence this true ſanQuaty of God, 
and the Lord himſelf of the covenant, preſent in our 
tremendous myſteries! 
2. Conſider, that as this ſacrifice has an eſpecial re- 


lation to the paſſion and death of the Son of God, in ſuch 


manner as to be, in effect, the ſame facrifice, the ſame 
victim, and the ſame pre; ſo the devotion with which 
we are to aſſiſt at the altar, ſhould have a particular re- 
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tragedy; his whole paſſion and death: we ought then to 
accompany him in this action, with ſuitable affection 
and devotion. Had we been preſent, with a true be- 
lief in him, when he was offering upon the croſs the ſa. 
crifice of our redemption, with what ſentiments of love 
and gratitude, with what deep ſenſe of ſorrow and re- 
pentance for our fins, with what fervour of devotion, 
ſhould we have waited upon him there; meditating up- 
on his infinite goodneſs and love for us, manifeſted in 
his paſſion; and on the heinous enormity of our fins, 
which could not be expiated but with his ſacred blood? 
With the like ſentiments of devotion, ought we to affift 
at this ſolemn memorial, and repreſentation, of his paſ- 
ſion, in the euchariſtick ſacrifice, 
23. Conſider, that, as often as we aſſiſt at this ſacri- 
fice, we are not only to commemorate, by meditation, 
the paſſion and death of the Son of God; but alſo to 
take along with us, as it were, to God the Father, his 
Son ſlain for us, and his precious blood ſhed for us, 
And this in ſuch manner as to offer up ourſelves alſo to 
him, with the whole church, which is the myſtical bo- 
dy of his Son, by his hands; and in union with the of- 
fering which he, who is our head, there makes of him- 
ſelf. We are alfo, at the ſame time, to join our inten- 
tions with his; as he is our chief prieſt, and principal 
- offerer ; and with thoſe of the whole people of God, 
according to the fou rgreat ends of ſacrifice; going, as it 
were in a body, with Chrift Jeſus at our head: and, with 
him, we are to offer adoration, praiſe, and thankſgiving, 
to God; and to pray, and beg mercy, through him, 
both for ourſelves, and for all the world. Thus the 
whole church of God daily joins herſelf with Chriſt Je- 
ſus her head, both as the offerer, and the offering, in 
theſe divine myſteries, Eb! MOD 25H 21 
Conclude with a reſolution of doing thy beſt, to afliſt 
daily at this great ſacrifice, with a ſuitable devotion. Go 
"thither in the ſame ſpirit, as if thou wert eg 
Calvary, to contemplate there thy divine Redeemer, 
offering himſelf a bleeding ſacrifice for the fins of the 
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world. And ſee thou remember to join — 
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of thyſelf by his hands, with the offering he there 
makes of himſelf ; and thy intentions, with his in- 
tentions. „ $5. 514Avaty Kos 


% Is 
On a ſpiritual communion. 


1. FYONSIDER that, next to the conſecration, 

in which conſiſts the very eſſence of the ſacri- 
fice of the altar; inaſmuch as the body and blood of 
Chriſt are thereby exhibited, and preſented to God, 
for all the four ends of ſacrifice ; the principal part is 
the communion. Now, as all the affiſtants ought to 
join with the prieſt, in offering up, by his hands, and 
by the hands of the inviſible high-prieſt Chrift Jeſus, 
this moſt holy ſacrifice, for all thoſe great ends; fo 
it were to be wiſh'd, that all would join with him, in 
the communion alſo ; at leaſt by making a ſpiritual 
communion, as often as they hear maſs. This Hpiri- 
tual communion,, when made with proper devotion, 
brings Jeſus Chriſt to our ſouls in ſpirit, ſo that, 
though we do not receive verily and indeed, his body 
and blood, we partake plentifully of his heavenly 


grace, and unite ourſelves in ſpirit to him, who is 


the fountain of all grace. O let us continually aſpire 
after this happy union of grace and love? 

2. Conſider that, in order to make this ſpiritual 
communion with fruit, we muſt be in the ſtate of 
grace : Jeſus Chriſt will not unite himſelf to a ſou), 
in which Satan dwells. Then we mult invite our 
Lord into our inward houſe, 1. By a /ively faith of 
his real preſence on our altars; of what he is; of what 


he has done, and ſuffered for the love of us; and 


what thoſe treaſures are, which he carries ahout with 


him, in this Cacrz1nents and which he deſires to impart 


to us. 2. By an ardent deſire, in the way of hunger 
and thirſt, after this life- giving food. 3. By a profound 


bumility, in the acknowledgment of our great unwor- 
 thinefs to receive him ſacramentally; and bewailing 
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gur manifold ſins in his preſence. And laſtly, by 
enflamed aſfectiions of love, offering our whole ſelves 
to him, and prefling him to come, and take, full poſ- 
ſeſſion of our ſouls, for time and eternity. Such devo- 
tion as this will not fail to bring him to us, and en- 
gage him to open his heavenly treaſures in our 
favour. | 
3. Conſider that a ſpiritual communion may be 
made, with fruit to the foul, not only as often as.we 
aſſiſt at the ſacrifice of the altar; wo alſo at any 
other hour we pleaſe, either of the day or night: 
and this, by ſighing after Jeſus Chriſt ; by inviting him 
into our ſouls; by offering. our whole. ſouls to him; 
by embracing him, and loving him, with all our 
power. For he loves all them: that love him; he 
is quickly found by all that ſeck him; and gives him- 
ſelf to all that give themſelves to him. O happy 
exchange! Give then thyſelf, my foul, at all times, 
to this thy true lover, to this thy ſovereign and infinite 
d; and he will communicate himſelf to thee. 
This kind of communion is not tied to time, or 
place; but will bring thy God to thee, whenever 
thou pleaſeſt: and what canſt thou receive, or deſire, 
either greater or better? HP: 
Conclude to make a fpiritual communion, every 
day of thy life ; and even to repeat it often in the 
day: the oftner the better. This frequent repetition of 
ads of faith, love, and defire, will unite thee to thy 
ſovereign. good; ſo. that he will live in thee, and 
thou in him. 
On the ſacrament of penance. 
1. YN ONSIDER the infinite goodneſs of God, 
. who, not content with inſtituting in our favour 
the ſacrament of baptiſm; for the forgiveneſs of all 
foregoing ſins, and to give a new birth to. our ſouls, 
to make us his children; the ſacrament of e 
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ton, to give us the Holy Ghoſt in our ſouls, to make 
. us ſttong and perfect Chriſtians, and ſoldiers of Chriſt; 
NE. and the ſacrament of the blefſed Euchariſt, to feed, 
and noutiſh, our ſouls, to everlaſting life, with the 
body and blood of Chriſt: has alſo conſidered our 
frailty and miſery, (by which we are fo unhappily li- 
able to loſe the grace of our baptiſm, and to fall away 
from him by fin,) in the inftitution of the ſacrament 
of penance, for the forgiveneſs of the fins we fall into 
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after baptiſm ; as a plank, by which we may flill 
h eſcape to the happy ſhore of eternal life, after having, 
N by mortal fin, ſuffered ſhipwreck, and loſt the treaſures 
, of baptiſmal grace, and innocence, Embrace, O my 
; ſoul, this infinite goodneſs of thy God: adore, praiſe, 
: and give thanks, to thy Saviour, for this his merciful 
; inſtitution. Alas! what muſt have become of thee, 
f after ſo many fins, if he had not ordained for thee, 
? this wholeſome bath, of eaſy acceſs, to waſh away, 
F with his own moſt precious blood, thoſe ſtains of 
: thine, which otherwiſe muſt have been the eternal 


| fuel of hell's mercileſs flames? | 
| 2. Confider what this ſacrament of penance is, 
'. and of what extenſive virtue and efficacy : we have 
| the account of the inſtitution of it, St. John xx. 21, 
22, 23. Where he to whom all power is given, in 
heaven, and earth, was pleaſed to impart one branch of 
this power to his Apoſtles, and their lawful ſueceſſors 
in the miniſtry, in theſe words. As the Father bath 
ſent me, I alſo ſend you- Receive ye the Holy Ghoft's 
whoſe fins you ſhall forgive, they are forgiven them: 
and whoſe fins you ſhall retain, they are retained. This 
abſolution of penitent ſinners, we call the ſacrament 
of penance. And a ſacrament it is: becauſe it is an 
outward ſign of inward grace, even of the grace of the 
remiſſion of our ſins; by virtue of the inſtitution of 
Jeſus Chriſt, aſcertained in the ample commiſſion ahove 
rehearſed, A commiſſion that comes to the church 
ſtampt with the broad ſeal of heaven, from him that 
has in his hands the whole power of heaven: a com- 
miſſion that is not reſtrained, as to time or Per 
| makes 
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makes exception of any ſin whatſoever :, provided the 

ſinner applies, with proper diſpoſitions, to the power dig 
of the 4eys, granted by Chriſt to his church. St, Matt. * 
xvi. O! how rich art thou O Lord in mercy! O tut 
how true it is that thy tender mercies to us, are over all yo 
thy works ! The Angels committed but one ſin, and du 


that in thought only ; and they were caſt off, and con- 
demned forever; without being allowed either time, 
or grace, to repent, or any means of forgiveneſs, or 
reconciliation : We fin again and again; and thou haſt 
{till a mercy in ſtore for us, in this ſacrament cf 1e- 
conciliation. O may all heaven, and earth, give glory 
to thee, forever, for the wonders of thy goodneſs, 
and thy love for us ! q 

3. Conſider that the ſacrament of penance, beſides 


the abſalution, given by the miniſter of Chriſt, in 1 
his name, and by his authority; requires alſo, on the gi 
part of the ſinner, contrition, confeſſion, and ſatisfac- & 
tion; at leaſt, in deſire : the abſolution pronounced | ti 
by the prieſt, will have no effect; it will only ſerve C 
to the ſinner's greater condemnation, without thoſe ti 
three neceſſary ingredients of this ſacrament, Contri- 11 
tion is a hearty ſorrow for having oftended ſo good v 
a God; with a ſull determination, by the help of his p 


grace, not to be guilty of the like for the future. 
Confeſſion is a full and ſincere accuſation of ourſelves, ; 
as to the kind and number of our fins, to the-paſtors 0 
of the church, who have received from Chriſt the 8 
charge of our ſouls. Sati faction is a faithful perfor- t 
mance of the penance, enjoined by them for our fins. 
Chriſtians, ſee upon what articles, you are to be ad- ] 
mitted to a reconcijiation with your Father, after | 
you have gone away from him by ſin. You muſt re- 
nounce, by fincere contrition, the huſks of ſwine, 
which you have unhappily preferred before him: You 
muſt. humble yourſelves by a ſincere and ſorrowful 
confeſſion to his vice-gerents, of your paſt errors and 
diſloyalties : And you muſt offer yourſelves to make all 
the /atis/afion that lies in your power: And then 1 
12 wil 
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will receive you with open arms; as he did che Pros 
digal Son! St. Luke xv. & Ton 

' Conclude to ſet a great value upon this acted inſti- 
tution; and to have a ſpeedy recourſe to it, whenever 
you find you have fallen into fin, But ſee it be with 
20 posen 


June 23. 
On the confeſſion of our ſins. 
ONSIDER firſt, that God always expected 


from ſinners an humble confeſſion of their fins. 
This he .preſcribed in the old law, Numb. v. 6, 7, 
Ihen à inan, or woman, ſhall commit any fin that men cam- 
mit, to do a treſpaſs. againſt the Lord, and that perſon be 
guilty,then they ſhall confeſs their fin which they have done, 
&c. This he ordained in the new law, by the very inſtitu- 
tion of the ſacrament of penance ; which necelfarily in- 
cludes, or preſuppoſes, confeſſion. This was ſignified by 
the ordinance of the law, Levit. xiii, and xiv ; preſcrib= 
ing, that ſuch as were infected with the leproſy, which 
was a figure of ſir, ſhould ſhew themſelves to the 
prieſts, and be under their inſpection, and direction. 


This was practiſed by the people that came to St. 


John the Baptiſt, St. Matt. iii. 6 : and by the primitive 
Chriſtians, diſciples of the Apoſtles. As xix. 18, and 
St. James v. 16. This was always infiſted upon in 
the church of God. And ſurely nothing could be 
more juſt; than that the ſinner ſhould ſubmit to this 
little bumiliation, as ſome ſmall atonement for the 
pride, and N ee by Which be has rebelled 
againft his God. 

Conſider 2dly, the many "Y antages, the foul re- 
ccives from the catholick practice of humbly 'confe[- 
ſing our ſins to the miniſters of Chriſt, whom he has 
tied up by all laws to 4 perpetual and indiſpenſable 
ſecrecy. It procures us proper medicines, and pre- 
ſcriptions, for all our ſpiritual ma'adies, which we here 


lay 
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lay open to the: phyſician of. therſouly it furniſhes vs 


and remedies againſt temptations: it gives 
to the wounded conſcience : it rectiſies our errours; 
enlightens our ignorance; reſtrains our paſſions; It 
gives new ſtrength of reſolution, and courage to do 
better for the time to come: and, what is one of its 
greateſt advantages, it humbles the ſoul, and teaches 
us to know, and to deſpiſe, ourſelves. O what bleſ- 
ſings are entailed upon this ſacred inſtitution of con- 
feſſion! O how much do theſe out-balance the mo- 
mentary confuſion, that may accompany the declara- 
tion of our ſins. 

Conſider 3dly, that the principal advantage of an, 
humble and forrowful confeſſion of our ſins, is, that 
it is the means of divine appointment, for . 
the abſolution and remiſſion of all our. tranſgre 
and reinſtating us in God's favour and __ * 
this by virtue of the commiſſion given by 1 92 
to his miniſters ; with a ſolemn aſſevęration th 
foever they ſhould bind upon earth, Shauld + be 
in heaven: and that whatſcever, Fell 0 
—_ ſhould be looſed. 77 in $a 8 St. Ma 


of E Chriſt, = is, * 0 f being, e 
out of the hands of men, that can only. ill th the bod); or 


living God, who otherwiſe .will caſt Foth,. b 


of the hands .at f en idee wFv) 1 190 
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'Conclude' by giving thanks to the divine bounty, 
for having ordained for us this eaſy means of recon- 
ciliation after fin; and annexed ſo many graces and 
bleſſings to it. But beware of abuſing this moſt whole- 
ſome, and ſacred inſtitution, by making it an occaſion of 
ſinning more freely; or by uſing it only as a thing of 
courſe, or as an empty ceremony, without any tru 
change of heart. | 


June 24. 
On the nativity of St. John the Baptiſt, 
„irn how juſt it is, that we ſhould 


ſhew a particular honour and veneration to 
this Saint; of whom our Saviour tells us, St. Matt. 
xi. 18, that there hath not riſen among them that are 
born of women, a greater than Fobn the Baptiſt. He 
was a burning and a ſhining light. St. John v. 35. The 
ſpecial friend of the bridegroom, chap. iii. 29. - The, 
Angel ſent before bis face to prepare his way, St. Matt. 
xi, to. A prophet, and more than a prophet, v. q. 
An Apoſtle ſent from God, for a witneſs, to give teſti- 
mony of the light, that all men might believe through 
him, St. John i. 6, 7. A martyr, in laying down his 
life for juſtice and truth. An hermit, in retiring from 
his childhood into the defarts, and there conſecrating 
lus days and nights to the exercices of devotion and 
felf-demal. A zealous preacher of penance; to re- 
claim finners from their evil ways, and to prepare 
them for Chriſt. A virgin, by the perpetual purity 
of his life. See here Chriſtians, what we have to 
honour in this great Saint; what we have to em- 
brace and love in him; and what leſſons we are to 
learn from him. fit 1440 
2. Confider that, in other Saints, the church ho- 
nours the day of their departure out of this tranſitory 
life; which ſhe celebrates as their birth day: becauſe, 
on that day, they paſs from this dying life here below, 
to their true life with God above, and are happily 
Vor. I, EXA born 
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from his youth, Lament. ili. 27. 
had been ſo happy! Let us begin” now-at leaſt; and, 
from this moment, let us dedicate ourſelves to be 
' fervants of divine love, henceforth. and forever. 


make a private cell for thyſelf, in thy own lnterigqur: 
85 and 
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born there, where they ſhall never die. But, in 
St. John Baptiſt, we honour alſo the day of his birth 
into this mortal life, by reaſon of his being ſanctified 
in his mother's womb, and of the wonders which 
accompanied his birth, which was to the world, ſit- 
ting till then in darkneſs and in the ſhades of death, 
like the. firſt dawning of the new day-lizht, which 
the Son of God, whoſe forerunner he was, was 
coming to bring amongſt us. Therefore we 74jo:ce 
in his nativity, as the Angel foretold, Luke i. 14, and 
glorify the author of all theſe wonders, by celebra- 
ting, with love and gratitude, this birth of St. John, 
as a preluce of our redemption. See, my foul, if theſe 
be thy diſpoſitions on this day. 

3. Confider that St. John was a Saint from bis 
birth: he always preſerved his innocence, and Wholl, 
dedicated himſelf, from his very childhood, to the 
love and ſervice of his Maker. To this end he re- 
tired, when very young, to the wilderneſs, to fl 
the corruptions and diſtractions of the world: The 
child grew, ſays St. Luke, Chap, i. 80, and was 


frengthened in ſpirit ; and was in 80 deſarts, until 


the day of his manifeſtation to Iſrael. Happy they 
that imitate this early piety of our Saint | Happy 


they that wholly conſecrate themſelves, from their 


tender years, to divine love! O] how good it is for 
a man, when he hath barne the ſweet yohe of the Lord 
Q my, ſoul, that we 


Conclude, if thou deſireſt to imitate the early piety, 
and innocency, of St. John, to follow him, as much 
as poſſible, into the wildernels ; by retiring at leaſt from 
the wicked wavs of the world; from the infected air 
of the world; from the company and converſation of 


the ſlaves of the world; from the dangerous paſtimes 
of worldlings: and from all the occaſions of ſin, ſo 
common in the world. 


And eſpecially take care to 
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and to keep thyſelf there, by inward recollection, In . 
holy ſolitude with thy God. 


June 258. 


On the leſſons we are to learn from St. John 
Baptiſt. 


ONSIDER, that the deſign of keeping the 

feſtivals of the Saints, is not only to honour 
God in his Saints, and to give him thanks for the 
grace and glory beſtowed upon them, through Jeſus 
Chriſt ; but alſo, to encourage the faithful to an imita- 
tion of their virtues ; in hopes of arriving one day at 
their bleſſed company, by walking in their footſteps, 
If then we deſire to keep the feſtival of St. John in 
a ſuitable manner, we muſt endeavour to learn the 
leflons he teaches by his great example. His whole 
life in the defart was one continued exercice of 
prayer and mortification: theſe are leſions that all 


* 


Chriſtians muſt, in ſome meaſure, learn, that deſire to 


come to the eternal ſociety of the Saints. If our daily 
occupations, if human frailty, will not allow vs to 
have that continual attention to God, which St. John 
had; at leaſt, we muſt frequently and fervently aſpire 
after him, in the midſt of all our other employments, 
and give, every day, a regular and competent time to 
the holy exercice of prayer. If we cannot think of 


bringing ourſelves to ſuch hard diet, cloathing, and 


lodging, as his was: at leaſt, we muſt daily retrench 
ſuperfluities in eating, drinking, cloathing, ſleep, and 
unneceſſary diverſions, we muſt mortify our vanity, 
curioſity, and ſenſuality; and learn, on many occaſions, 


to renounce our own will, to give up our own daremes 


and to contradict our darling inclinations. | 
2. Conſider the humility of St. John, how mean 
an opinion he had of himſelf, how little regard he 
had to the eſteem, and applauſe, of the world; how 
he freely and openly profeſſed to the people, who had 
1 KK 2 the 
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the higheſt opinion of him, that he was neither Chriſt, 
nor Elias, nor a prophet, but only a voice of one crying 
in the wilderneſs, &c, and unworthy of doing the 
meaneſt office to him, that was to follow him: how 
glad he was, when he ſaw himſelf decreaſe in the opi- 
nion of the world, and his glory eclipſed by the 
preaching and miracles of Jeſus Chriſt, O bleſſed 
humility, which alone art capable of making any one 
great before the Lord ! All other virtues are grounded 
on thee: without thee they degenerate into vices, 
Chriſtians, let us ſtudy well this moſt neceſſary leſſon, 
3. Conſider the zeal of St. John, for the glory of 
God, and his conſtancy in maintaining juſtice, and 
truth, without reſpect of perſons, even to the laying 
down his life in the cauſe, He was not a reed ſhaker 
with the wind he knew not what it was to flatter 
worldlings in their evil ways, or to comply, through 
human reſpects, with any thing contrary to conſcience: 
he would not call evil good, nor good evil. He zea- 
louſly preached to ſinners of all degrees, and conditions, 
the neceſſity of effectually renouncing their evil ways; 
and bringing forth worthy fruits of penance; he de- 
nounced the heavy judgments of God to the impeni- 
tent; and encouraged the penitent with the proſpect 
of his mercy. Chriſtians, let us attend to theſe leſſons; 
which the Baptift ſo ſtrongly inculcated, both by word 
and work. The God whom we worſhip is the ſove- 
reign juſtice and the ſovereign truth: If then we would 
be Chriſtians indeed, we ought, like St. John, to be 
willing to lay down our very lives, rather than to of- 


fend againſt juſtice and truth. | 


Conclude to walk in the footſteps of St. John, and 


they will bring thee to Chriſt. He was ſent to pre- 


pare the people for him, and to direct them to him; 
attend to his preaching and to his example, and he wil 
do this good office for the. 
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05 the preparation we ought to make for Confe 2 an. 
1 O.NSIDER that confeſſion, without due dis- 


| 4 /poſitions, will only ſerve for our greater condem- 
nation: ſo that the great buſineſs * a ſinner, that 
deſires to receive ſuch 3 an abſolution from his ſins as 
may be ratified in heaven, muſt be to procure the 
neceflary. diſpoſitions, by making a due preparation for 
coufeſſion. And as theſe diſpoſitions muſt come from 
tie giver of all good gifts: and the finner has re- 
moved himſelf to a great diſtance from him, amongſt 
the buſts of ſwinz: the firſt part of his preparation 
muſt be to begin to turn towards God, with a great 
ienſe of the miſ ry of his preſent condition, by fervent 
prayer, and deſire. The raiſing up of a ſoul to life, 
which is dead to God by mortal fin, is, in effect, no 
leſs a miracle of the divine power, than che calling of 
Lazarus out of his grave, after he had been four days 
dead and buried: there can be then no expectation, of 
fucceeding. in ſo - arduous an undertaking, without 
taking him along with us, by earneſt prayer, who alone 
can raiſe the dead. No: my. ſoul, the molt eſſential 
conditions of a good confeſſion are a change of heart, 
and a perfect -fincerity in the accuſation of ourſelves, 
even of thoſe ſins which we are moſt aſhamed of, 
and who but God can change the heart of man; or 
bring him to overcome: his pride, by a full confeflian 
of his ſhameful ſins? Or how can ſo great a Sac; as 
this is, be procured without, hearty prayer? 
2. Conſider that another neceſlary. part of the pre- 
paration for- confeſſion, is to find aut, by a ſexiqus X 
amination, the true fate ob. our interiour. Alas |, tis 
one of our greateſt misfortuges, not to 55 ourſelves: - 
and *tis much to be feared; that many paſs their whole 
lives under the guilt of mortal ſins of pride, envys 
hatred, detraction, of omiſſions of eſſential dutics, Oc. 
Which, for want of a ſerious and impartial examina- 
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confeſs, nor repent of, nor amend. Hence their con- 
feſſions are null; their communions ſacrilegious; they 
go on, all their life time, in their ſins; and they die in 
their ſins. O my ſoul, ſee this be not thy caſe: ſee 
thou labour in earneſt to know thyſelf: ſee thou ex- 
amine ſeriouſly thy whole interiour; that thou mayſt 
be able to diſcover, by the light of God, which thou 
muſt implore, thoſe lurking evils, which thy buſy ſelf. 
love, or the falſe maxims and practices of deluded 
worldlings, may otherwiſe diſguiſe, under falſe pre- 
tences, and hide from thy eyes. 


Preparation for a good confeſſion, is true contrition; 
that is, a hearty ſorrow and deteſtation for our fins, 
by which we have offended ſo good a God; with a 
firm reſolution of a. thorough amendment for the 
time to come; and of making the beſt ſatisfaction we 
can for our paſt offences. This is the moſt eſſential 
part, both of the virtue, and of the ſacrament of pe- 
nance. This we muſt take the moſt pains about, 
- when we are to go to confeflion. This we muſt la- 
Pour to procure by ſerious and deep conſiderations, of 
the moſt moving truths, and by repeated and fervent 
© prayers : and never leave off knocking at the door of 
the divine mercy, till he is pleaſed to open to us; and 
to touch our hearts. Alas! none but he can bring 
forth the waters of true compunction out of theſe hard 
n | * 
Conclude to be diligent in every branch of this ne- 
+ ceffary preparation, as often as thou pretendeſt to make 
thy peace with God, by confeſſion: left otherwiſe, in- 
© fend of obtaining a diſcharge, thou encreaſe thy debt. 
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tion of the true ſtate of their conſciences, they neither 


3. Conſider that the principal and moſt neceſſary 
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Fun 27. Fi Eta! 
On motives of repentance.” 


* (CONSIDER the motives we have to repent for 

our ſins, from the conſideration of the filthineſi 
of that ugly monſter ſin, and of its heinous enormity in 
the ſight of God. Mortal fin is infinitely odious to him, 
becaule infinitely oppoſite to his ſovereign. goodneſs, and 
to all his divine attributes. It is infinitely pernicious te 
our ſouls ; it makes them like very devils in the eyes of 
God. It robs us of divine grace, which is the true life 
of the ſoul; and of all our good: it is a poiſon, which, 


in a omen brings preſent death; and condemns. us 
to a ſecond and eternal death. It is an evil ſo black, fo 


odious, fo hideous, that hell itſelf has nothing worſe, It 
leaves behind it a curſed Rain, the perpetual fewel of 


the mercileſs flames of hell; which endleſs ages will ne- 


ver be able to efface. Alas 1 my poorſoul, how wretch- 


ed then has thy caſe: been all this while thou baſt been 


in ſin I How ugly and abominable haſt thou been in the 


ſight of God and his Angels For the ſouleſt creature 


upon earth is a beauty in compariſon, with a ſoul in ſin. 
Ah couldſt thou but ſee thyſelf, as thou art, in this 


vretched ſtate, the very ſight would ſtrike thee dead! 


O deteſt then this ahominable — and ſpare no 
l pains to get rid of it. dune 


2. Conſider the woes that are — in x = 


ture againſt unrepenting ſinners, and the judgments of 


God that are perpetually hanging over their heads; and 


threatening them on all ſides, both with temporal and 


eternal evils. Ah | what good can they expect, who 
have made God their enemy, and are fighting againſt 
him! He holds the thread of their life in his hands, 
which they are provoking him to break; and if he 
breaks it, in that moment they drop into hell. They 


have made themſelves ſlaves of the devil; they are poſ- 
ſeſſed by him, and are at his mercy, who knows not 


what mercy is, Death is always following them ot 
the 


* 
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r a ſudden,” or, at feaſt amuhpreuided 
"ts edmmonly the reward of their prẽſumption. 
— . opens wide her jaws, and is gaping to ſwWal- 
low them up : and thouſands of them are daily going 
down into that bottomleſs pit, where the worm never 
Aist, and the fire is never extinguiſhed, St. Mark iu. 43. 
Att who can bear everlaſting fire! Who can endure to 
bien forever! Fly then, my ſoul; from ſin. Detelt 
that evil, which can, and will without repentance, 
enden thee to hell. 

Conſider that fin makes a dreadful ſeparation be: 
tween the ſoul and God; which is begun here, and 
extends to all eternity hereafter. Ta are not ny fet- 
ple, ſays he, Oſee i. 9, and I will not be yours. Alas ! 
the loſs of God, whica begins from mortal fin, i is the 
very wort of all the ingredients of hell. Sin is a re- 
bellion againſt this Sovereign Good: a blaſphemous 
preference of Satan before him: a ſacrilegious attempt 
to rob him of his glory, and to diveſt him of his king- 
dom. It is murdering both the Son of God, and our 
own ſouls. The folly and madneſs of it, as well as 
the monſtrous preſumption and treaſon, is infinite. O 
how much then does that evil deſerve to be deteſted, 
which robs us of an infinite good, which otherwiſe 
ſhould have been ours for all eternity; and brings us 
nothing in exchange, but endleſs and infinite evils? 
Conelude to labour, with all thy power, to drive a- 
way fin from thy ſoul by penance : and God will re- 
turn to thee, and be thine for ever, . 


Jau 28. 


Other molti ves of contrition. 


ONSIDER the monſtrous ingratitude thitsia 18 
. * found in ſin. God is our firſt beginning, and 
Sur lat end: he has given us our whole being, out of 
pure love, having no need at all of us: he has made 
us and made us for himſelf; he has thought of us from 
all eternity; he has loved us from all eternity; and has 
| pre- 
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prepared for us a happy eternity in the enjoyment af, 
himſelf. In the mean time he is ever loading us with 
his benefits ; his eye is always upon us; he preſerves 
us from innumerable evils ; all his other works are ap- 
pointed to ſerve us; his very Angels, by his orders, 
wait upon us: * his own Son came down from heaven 
to redeem us. O refle&, my ſoul, on the particular ob» 
ligations thau haſt to his divine goodneſs | How he pre- 
ſerved thee in thy mother's womb, and brought thee 
ſafe to the waters of baptiſm; where he waſhed thee 
from fin, made thee his child, and heir to his kingdom : 
how he gave thee an early knowledge of himſelf, and 
of his heavenly truths ; how he favoured thee with ma- 
ny graces, and opportunities of good, beyond thouſands; 
how often he has admitted thee to his ſacraments; how 
he has borne with thy repeated provocations and trea- 
ſons, for ſo many years; and, notwithſtanding all thy 
unworthineſs and ingratitude, has been ſtill thy conſtant 
benefactor. Alas l how many are now howling, and 
burning, in hell, for the like fins to thoſe thou haſt ſo 
often committed; and how mercifully has he, all this 
while, dealt with -thee ! O deteſt then this ſinful life 
thou haſt hitherto led, and all thy paſt ingratitudes 
_ now at leaſt, with thy whole heart: return to thy 

od. a | 

2. Confider, my ſoul, what thy ſins have coſt thy 
dear Redeemer, the innocent Lamb of God. His whole 
life was a continual ſuffering ; but what dreadful tor- 
ments did he endure for thee, in his paſſion and death [ 
Call over in thy mind the particulars of his ſufferings, 
(which we have ſeen elſewhere) from his agony and 
bloody ſweat, even to his expiring upon the croſs; and 
learn, from that multitude and variety of torments, wil- 
lingly endured for thy ſins, how much he abhors fin, 
and how much he loves thee. For he had thee in his 
heart all this While; and for thee he was weeping, and 
praying, bleeding, and dying: to teach thee to return 
love for love, and to deteſt thy fins, which have cruci- 
hed thy God. See then what motives thou haſt for con- 


% b rr Ar Th c 
trition, from the remembrance of the paſſion of thy Sa- 
viour | tek 

3. Conſider the innumerable motives we have to love 
God, and conſequently, to deteſt our ſins, as infinitely 
oppoſite to his divine goodneſs, He is infinitely good 
himſelf, infinitely beautiful and charming; the over- 
flowing ocean of all goodneſs and beauty, raviſhing all 
that are ſo happy as to ſee him, ſo that they can never 
ceaſe to love him. His mercy, his bounty, his wiſdom, 
his truth, is infinitely charming: all perfections are in- 
finite in him. No tongue can expreſs, no heart can 
conceive, the incomprehenſible greatneſs and multitude 
of his attractions. All created beauty and perfection 
quite diſappears, and dwindles away to a pure nothing, 
when compared with him. He is infinitely good to ws : 
the happineſs of heaven conſiſts in ſeeing, loving, and 
enjoying him. All our good is from him, and in him : 
he is our ſovereign and univerſal good; the being of 
eur being, the life and the light 6f our fouls. He is 
our Maker, our Redeemer, our Father, ourFriend, our 
Spouſe, our God, and our All. To love him is our great- 
eſt honour, our greateſt intereſt, our greateſt pleaſure ; it is 


the ſource of all our happineſs, both here and hereafter. 


All theſe reaſons oblige us to love God: all theſe mo- 
tives ſtrongly call upon us to deteſt, and to repent, for 
o- ſins, becauſe, by them, we have offended ſo good a 
od, Z | 

Conclude, if thou wouldſt ſecure to thy foul the re- 
miſſion of thy fins, to ſeek it by a repentance and con- 
trition enlivened by love. Remember what our Lord 
ſaid of that glorious penitent, St. Luke vii. 47; Many 
fins are forgiven her, becauſe ſhe hath loved mnch. Go 
thou, in like manner, to the feet of thy Saviour, with 
penitential tears, proceeding from love, and he will pro- 
nounce the like {ſentence in thy favour, TN 
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On St. PETER and St. Paul. 
1. FNONSIDER the wonders of God in theſe two 


Tr glorious Saints: reflect what they were, before 
their being called by Jeſus Chriſt ; how admirably they 
were afterwards exalted by divine grace; and how per- 
fectly they correſponded with divine grace, by their zeal, 
and by their labours; by their lives and by their death. 
The Wiſdom of God came down from heaven, to 
build a houſe, to found a city, to eſtabliſh a kingdom, 
here upon earth, which ſhould be ever victorious over 
all the powers of hell; and ſhould ſubſiſt, till time it- 
ſelf ſhould end. And ſee what choice he has made of 
men to be his principal inſtruments in this great work. 
See, in the perſon of St. Peter, a poor, weak, illiterate 
fiſherman, made the maſter- builder, under Chriſt, . of 
this houſe and temple, and, at the iame time, the ſtro 
rock and foundation of it: ſee him raiſed to be the firſt 
governor. of this city; the prime miniſter of this king= 
dom of God. upon earth, St. Matt. xvi. 18, 19, and St. 
John xxi. 15, &. O! how true it is, that God bath 
choſen the fooliſh things of the world, that he may con- 
found the wiſe : and the weak things of the world, that 
he may confound the flrong : --- and the things that are 
cantemptible, and things that are net, — that no fleſh 
ſhould glory in bis ſight, 1 Cor. i. 27, &c. O divine 
wiſdom, how incomprehenſible are thy ways; and how 
much exalted above the ways of men ! O how do theſe 
thy dealings with us confound the proud, and comfort 
the humble | : 
2. Conſider, in the perſon of St. Paul, another: ſtill 
more admirable inſtance of the power of divine grace, 
and of the incomprehenſible wiſdom of the ways of 
God. An ignorant fiſherman, as St. Peter was, ſeems 
indeed, no ways qualified to be a preacher and teacher 
of Jews and Gentiles, a founder of churches, an Apoſtle, 
and prince of the Apoſtles ; but then he was ge: : 
all 


3% MedrraTtrons. for: 
and ſimple; and ſuch God uſually chuſes for the greateſt 
things. But as for St. Paul, he was not only not qua- 
lified to be a preacher of the Goel, but poſitively diſ- 
qualified, by diſpoſitions directly contrary to the humi- 
lity and fimplicity of the Goſpel. He was a proud blaſ- 
phemous Phariſee, a fiery zealot, a bloody perſecuter, ' 1. 
a ravenous wolf, ſcattering, and deſtroying, the ſhecp 
of Chriſt. And yet he is made, in a moment, by a mi- 
racle of grace, a veſſel of election, to carry the name of 
Chriſt before nations and kings, and the children of If- 
rael: he is we in an inſtant, from a wolf into a 
lamb : he puts off at once the Phariſee, the blaſphemer, 
the perſecuter ; he lays down his own will at the feet 
of Chrift ; and has now no other paſſion but that of em- 
ploying his whole life in propagating the name, the will, 
and the kingdom, of his God. 05 here is a change of 
the right hand of the Moft High ! Here the wonders of 
God's power, wiſdom, and goodneſs, ſhine forth muck 
more brightly, than even in the raiſing of the dead to 


3. Conſider the lives of theſe two great Saints, after 
their call and election; their ardent zeal for the glory of 
their Lord ; their unwearied labours in preaching, and 
propagating his kingdom; their conſtancy in a long 
courſe of ſufferings ; dying, in a manner, daily, for the 
cauſe of God ; and, above all things, 'that divine love 
and charity which continually burnt in their breaſts; 
which animated all their words and actions; ſupported 
them in all their labours and ſufferings ; kept them al- 

ys in their interiour united to their God; and Was 
uily growing ſtronger and ſtronger in them, till it made 
them victorious over death, and brought them to 
true life, in the eternal enjoyment of the great object of 
d e eat þ 
W to give praiſe and glory to God, for all the 
xaces and glory beſtowed upon theſe two princes and 
pillars of his church. Study to learn the great teffons 

they taught, both by word and work. But eſpecial! 
learn of them the practice of divine love: nothing elie 
gan make us Saints, Sr ĩ 
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o. Preerity in confeſſion. >7ilcup 


05 0 N $ I 1H ER. the neceſſity of being ſincere i in 
the co nfeſſion of our fins, if we hope for the ſor- 
gireneſs of them. All hypocriſy, and double-dealing, 
in matters of this conſequence is abominable in the fight * 
of God, The prophet pronounces a curſe againſt them 
that de tbe work of God de. eitfully, Jerem. xIviii, 10. 
nd ſurely they muſt be guilty, in the higheſt degree; of” 
doing the work. of God deceitfully, that go to confeſſion” 
- ich fraud and deceit; and, while they oatwardly pro- 
humility, and lincerity, Soncenh, through the pride 
lee heart, and, diſgyuſe, b lies, the guilt of their 
conſiencs Avamasg and ty were ſtruck dead, by 
2 viſible judgment of God, for telling @ lie to the' Hoh 
Ghofls AQts v. And are not all ſuch as are inſmerre- 
in the confeſſion of their ſins, guilty, in like manner, 


er oben nee he to the Holy Ghoſt, whilſt they ſeck t 
of mpgls: upgn, the” 2 8 of God, in this moft O- 
id — and facted, Iunct tion? They are guilty alto of 
8 griexods lacrilege, as often as they receive abfotatiotr- 
he in this ;caſez, by their. profaning the facrament of pe.“ 
ve nan: Which. rilege i is commonly followed by an- 
Ts othex tl Sigzter;, by their making themſelves alſo- 
ed opal a body. . and blood of, Chriſt, * by an um- 
1- thy, Os and thereby receiving Jamnatiofi 
os God pieſeive us from fo eines 
de 1 evil * l 1 
to 1e diſmal conſetuetices. of aG 
9 Si upon in ſuch manner, dy the 


: | „ 5 to conceal any matter of — 
: either through. ſhame, or fear, or pride 

— any 5 to Ada! little preſent confuſion, which 
IF would, be hmediately followed with the recovery 
Toy God's favour, with peace of conſcience, comfort, aid 
lle jou what à bottomleſs pit of dreadful and endleſs evils 
2 the ſoul caſt herſelf headlonz into! What inen 
„ Vor. I. LI 15 . 
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Meir A TON Ser 

Fiese difficulties, pains, and perplexities Fot ſhe has 
no ſooner yielded herſelf up to the old ſerpent, by this 
criminal concealment, but this dumb devil takes ſuch 
er of her, as to make her apprehend the confeſ- 
ion of her guilt, more than either death or hell. Hence 

ſhe goes on, adding ſin to ſin, ſacrilege to ſacrilege; 
butchered all the while by her own conſcience; gnaw- 
ed with a remorſe, which ſhe ſeeks in vain to ſtifle; 
and carrying about with her a painful impoſtume in 
her heart, which never ſuffers her to be eaſy. She de- 
judes herſelf indeed, with vain purpoſes of confeſſing 
ſome time or other hereafter ; but, in the mean time, 
her difficulties encreaſe, the devil daily acquires more 
and more power over her, and the grace of God is re- 
moved ſtill farther and farther from her ; till; atlength, 
mercy abuſed gives place to juſtice, and, when ſhe leaſt 


expects it, ſhe is cut off in her fins; and carries down 


ith her the guilt of them all, to be confeſſed, too too 
late, in hell. ie ariel eite 
3. Conſider how little reaſon there is for a penitent 
to be ſo much aſhamed of the conſeſſion of his fins; 
Sin, indeed, is ſhameful; but the confeſſion of one's 
fins is not ſo. No: the humble canfeſſion of a ſinner 
gives glory to God; is honourable tore penitent him- 
ſelf ; and affords joy to the whole court of heaven. 
And, as to the confeſſor, beſides that he is tied up by all 
Jaws to an eternal fecreey, and can make no manner of 
uſe of the knowledge he receives by confeſſion, that can 
any ways be diſagreeable to the penitent; he is ſo far, 
even in his own mind, from deſpiſing, or thinking 
worſe, of the prodigal child, returning home by confeſ- 
fton, or having leſs regard or affection for his penitent 
on that occafion ;4 that, on the contrary, as he more 
clearly ſees the hand of God, in the humility and ſince- 
rity of the confeſſion, he rejoices in this happy change, 
he likes the penitent better than before, and conceives 
greater hopes of him for the future; and, thinking no 
more of what is paſt, he has a more tender regard than 
ever to a ſoul that has thus unboſomed herſelf to him, 
In the mean time, the penitent finds himſelf, in a man- 
| WERE 5b ner, 


/ 


ober) Day in the N., 387 
ner, in Pafadiſe, by the comfort and joy th at he 5 5 
having diſcharged his conſcience of its load, an let out 
the impoſtume that would not ſuffer him to be eaſy. | 
Conclude to beware of the tricks of the father 

lies, who hates nothing ſo much as an humble confeſ- 
ſion, and thereſore makes uſe of innumerable artifices tc 
induce Chriſtians to paſs over, or diſguiſe, at leaſt, their 
ſins, in the facrament of penance. Ah, how many thou- 
fands of ſouls has he deluded by theſe artifices, and 
drawn down into the bottomleſs pit! Alas! how eaſy 
it is for perſons to be deceived in theſe occaſions, who, 
in effect, have a mind to be deceived ; and are willing, 
at any rate, to form to themſelves a falſe conſcience, b 

ſome pretext or other, to ſpare themſelves the ſhame of 
confefling their ſins. See, my ſoul, this never be thy 
caſe : and therefore, whenſoever thou findeſt a repug- 
nance to confeſs any part of thy guilt, and a willingneſs 
to find ſome reaſon to diſpenſe with thyſelf; beſure to 
confeſs the ſooner that which thou findeſt this repug- 
nance to declare, for fear of thy being impoſed upon dy 
pride or ſelf-love. e 
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if ERRATA in Vel. IJ. 
lt Page 6, line 5. Read clan. 
} P.,12. 1. I. - Read kingdom. * 


1 | 
P. 29. l. 7. Read Ferem. xii, II. 
P. 39.1. 8. For though, read thou. 
P. 40. I. penultima. Read the fund. 
P. 50, laſt line. Read and very. 
P. 90. l. 14. Read Gal. vi. 7. 
P. 104. I. 19. Read Eceluf. xl. 1. 2% 
P. 105, l. 28. Read ſubmit. . SL 
P. 106. I. 10. Read comportment, 
P. 112. 1. 2. For 29, read 28. 1 
P. 187. I. 25. Read Matt. xxvii. N 4 I 
P. 229. I. 17. Read revealed, wo May 
P. 217. 1.26. Read another. „ 
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P. 243: l. 11. Read happy. 
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